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INDIAN PHILOSOPHICAL QUARTERLY
PUBLICATIONS

Daya Knishna and A.M. Ghose {eds) Contemporary Philesophical
Problems : Some Classical Indian Perspectives, Rs.10/-

S.V. Bokil (Tran) Elements of Metaphysics Within the Reach of
Everyone, Rs.25/-

A.P.Rao, Three Lectures on John Rawls, Rs.10/-

Ramchandra Gandhi (cd) Language, Tradition and Modern
Civilization, Rs.50/-

S.S. Ba}lingay, Beliefs, Reasons and Reflections, Rs.70/-

Daya Krishna, A.M.Ghose and P.K.Srivastav (eds) The Philosophy
of Kalidas Bhattacharyya, Rs.60/-

M.P. Marathe, Mcena A.Kelkar and P.P.Gokhale (eds)
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. Studies in Jainism, Rs.50/-
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R. Sundara Rajan, Innovative Competence and Social Change,
Rs. 25/-

S.5.Barlingay (ed), A Critical Survey of Completed Research
Work in Philosophy in Indian Universities (upto 1980) ,
Part1, Rs.S0/-

R.K.Gupta, Exercises in Conceptual Understanding, Rs.25/-
Vidyut Aklujkar, Primacy of Linguistic Units, Rs.30/-

Rajendra Prasad , Regularity, Normativity & Rules of Language
Rs.100/-

Contact:  The Editor,
Indian Philosophical Quarterly
Deparuncnt of Philosophy
University of Poona,
Punc - 411 007
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BOOK REVIEW

Kher, (Dr.) Chitrarckha, V., Buddhism as Persenied by the
Bralvmanical Systems, Sri Sadguru Publications, Delhi,
1992; pages X + 676; Price Rs. 600/- (HC).

The book under review is a publication in a booktrom of the
voluminous Ph.D. dissertation of the authoress submitled before many
years to the University of Poona. Although unfortunately she is no more,
it is on account of active interest taken by her colleagues from the
Department of Sanskrit, Prakrit and Pali of the University of Poona and
through the hand of cooperation extended by the publisher that the work
is published withoui any modification for the benefit of the concerned.
It has nineteen chapters. And, as is evident from the title deals with
important and glorious aspect of the controversy, which was carried
over centuries, between the adherents of the different trends of Indian
philosophical thought owing allegiance to the Brahmanical tradition in
one form or the other and those of Buddhism. On the former count,
again, it takes into consideration some of the prominent representatives
from Prdacina Nyaya (four), Vaisesika (one), Samkhya (four), Yoga
(threc) Mimamsa (three) and Advaita Vedanta (two). Thus, the compass
of the work is fairly broad and inclusive, ensuring thatany major trend
of the Brahmanical tradition is not left out arbitrarily. Here, too, the work
concentrales on onc aspect of the controversy under consideration, viz.,
the stand of the adherents of diffcrent Buddhist authors on impositant
issues as analysed and presented by the adherents of the prominent
trends of Brahmanical tradition in their respective works. The book
brings to the notice of the concerned the analysis of such issues of vital
concern in the Buddhist philosophical investigation as Anityata,
mome ntariness (ksanikata), concept of causality, nature of soul, nature
of percepi -~ (pratyaksa), inference (Anumana), Apoha, Samanya
(universal), .ibhava and such other problems as controversy
concerning Pramana-samplva v/s Pramana-viplava or Pramana-
vyavastha, and rcactions of the adherents of Brahmanical tradition
to the Buddhist stand concerning them. The book takes note of the
important original texts and presents an outline of the different issues
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discussed inthem. In the process, it faithfully puts before the interested
relevant and important source material concerning the central theme
under consideration without bringing in any major distortion {apusiddiania).
From the point of view ol understanding conceptual philosophical
growth inthis sub-continent during ancient times and contributions made
by prominent scholars to bring it about, the book is important and
deserves 1o be studied by every rescarcher interested in this sort of
investigation.

Inspite of comprehensiveness of the work and some of its assets
noted above, its significance and importance would have been
cnhanced much more provided the following two points, to which we
humbly draw the attention of the concerned, were taken seriously. First,
although such prominent reprsentatives as Gautama, Vatsyayana,
Uddyotakara, Vacaspati and Jayanta from the side of the Pracina-Nyaya
are taken due cognisance of, one fails to understand omission of
Bhisarvajna and Udayana from the same side. Their contribution to
the Prdcina Nyaya and Buddhist controversy cannot be marginalised
or ignored. Likewise, restricting herself to Advaita Vedanta the au-
thoress has rightly taken cognisance of Badarayana and Sankara. But
one fails 1o understand omission of Vacaspati and contribution he made
through his celebrated Blramati. Such omissions also seemdillicult to be
defended on the basis of keeping length and size of the dissertation
manageable, especially because as it stands itself it is quite voluminous
in character. Secondly, instead of merely faithfully presenting an
outline of the contention of the adherents of different trends of
Brahmanical tradition against some of the important views on crucial
issues put forth by the Buddhists, it would have been more profitable
if the authoress were to explain the rationale by which such considera-
tions at the hands of the followers of the Brahmanical tradition secm to
be backed. It cannot be said that adherents of Brahmanical tradition
differed from those of Buddhism or that the followers of Buddhism
differed from those of the Brahmanical tradition just for the fun of
differing and novelty of deviance. Their respective contentions were
backed by their appropriate rationales. The controversy they carried on
forcenturies seems to be revolving around clash of differing contentions
backed by their respective rationales and preference of categories. It
would have beenbetter if readers’ attention were drawn to some aspects
of such clash between rationales and some of the crucial consequences
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such a clash led to in the course of time. An inquiry of this kind would
have brought to the notice of the concerned the points of strength and
weakness of their respective stands and the sort of rationales by which
they were backed. Such an effort would have considerably increascd
depth and profundity ol the work. Instcad, the work seems to have
sacrificed consideration of suchissues onthe altar of comprehensiveness
of the treatment of the subject,

The book, nevertheless, is important for the source material it
makes available and deserves to be studied by the interested. Jtis well
brought out and supplies bibliography, index etc. which are useful to
further rescarchers.

Philosophy Department, MANGALA R. CHINCHORE
University of Poona,
Pune 411 007.
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Mr. Chien-Hsing Ho,
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Dr. Nikhilesh Banerjee,
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