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ANTTAL REPORT
Dec. 20, 19836
Tie new execulive . ¢, +:d functionin from vec 21, -1985,

We present helow & brilef sccount of our organisation and its actiw -
vities since then. Datoils of some of our activities are given

in the zppendix.

“ome of the main issues we have taken up through the press,

ccurts, publication of reperts and orgsenising meetings ars as

e B = -

TG L aoss e

; Lo

T o anndhra
LaEetl e gt

Reprzssion on peasants, tribzals, and civil rights activists

continued unabated this vecr. Dr. Varavara Rao, noted poet,

=
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was compelled to cenczl his bail and go to j=il due to intensified
threats to his life., We i.sued a2 press statement asking the
andhra gecvernment tc ensure th: safety of Dr. Varavara Rao and
otrn.rs and also sent a telagram to the Chief Minister (Jan.)

In Feb. we submitted offidavits attesting to Dr. Balagopal's
presence in Delhi during the pericd of his visit here, when,
according to police charges, he was allegedly involved in
censpivatorial activities in Andhra. Dr. Balagopal was subse=-
dquently relszsed on bail. On Sept. 3 we observed Civil Rights
Day in memory of Dr. Ramcnitlh:=m, killed Ly police last year and
published "In lefonce of civil Rights" to honour his contribution
o tﬁe democr tig ovimont. Tregically, only two months later,
Now.7.1986, LPCLi leader J.LaXFW REDDY was shoy+ de:d by the police
in his housz in Xorimnagar. We brought out a pemphlet on the
kiliing. We alec wrote a rejoinder to the letter by Telugu
Dzoam  lgad:r P. Upendra in the 'Times of India. We pointed out
that he had misrepresented facts and that not only had the NTR
goveramant not ordered judicial enguiries into the killings of
<PCLC lezders Dre Ramanathom and Laxma Reddy, but that the
Jjournalist from "andhra Jyoti" who had reported Reddy's killing
was ueirg harassed by the police. #As to the courts, we wish to
point out t.at the .upreme Court dismissed the pettition

on encounter killin.s and directed that a private complzint

be filed,



Fariond Orews woers lasunched o minst activists working for thk
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outained @ stay on the cascs aguinst Dr. aril Sadgopsl and 20
otterrs i situred in 1985, We vwitndrew from the Delhi Committee
or the ko ol Gos Tracd; formae in the wake of the arrests of
activists a3 the contest in whiceh it wis formed was no longer
>~r:t1i@. In Bepts tiis yeur volunteers of tne Bhopal Group

for Information and fHcosion {( BCGIA) feczd arrest and false charges
under the Official Secrets sAct. MNanditz Haksar was in a team whi
ma+t £he'Chief Minister in Bhopal for the release cf BGIA voluntee

We conducted two meetings con this issue and =zre giving legel

=

help for petition in Supreme Cour+ for the right to information

aend free speech.

Ty sih=r

we visitad three distric® in May afier the ~rwal killings
to invistigete the causes of rural killings in Bihar. We pub-
lished & report “Behind tl: Killings in Bihar" and filed a case,
on the Lrwal killings in the suprome Court. éacceding to one of
our pravers thet &ll victims, -and not only Harijans as anncun-
ced by the government, e given compensation, the court directed
in Decembar that families of +he killed by p id rs, 20,000/
zach =and the injured B, 5,000/~ each. In Suyust we cyclostyled
a brief reJsort on the ban on MKSS and the repression on

various organizations participsting in the Vidhan Sabha gherao

e

in protest against the Arwol Xillings. Dre Ashwini Ray addressed
‘a meeting on arwal organised by the Delhi “ommittce and Mr.

Mukhcty addressed anotner m.¢king at Boat Club.
4, Delhi.

We warticipated in various m etings =nd marcivis for

!
comrnsisl hermony and investigated the condition of migrants
fron Funjsb, as well as visited riot affected areas in West —elh]
and Jema Mesjid, We also investi sted the illegal lockout
affecting 140 vwork=rs of Sigma Rukber Corporation. We

investigaited a case of tosture st Rajinder Nagar police thana

and «e 'petitioned the Sunceme Court concuarning dezth in police
custor © of an nlleged Sikh terrorist at the ashok Vihaer Thana.
our petivion was dismissed znd the court directed us to

fi1le = private comol inte In one case of & young boy picked
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up on suicicion of theft ana rilegally deteined st  the
Coeater Nollzsh = I thane, we were able to intervens effectively

shd Dresvgnt Lurt. gr toriuze,

Yo sent a fasf-findize team o investigate the impact of
bauxite mining in the Gandhirmordh-n Jrea in Jun&. Later, with
the help the journal M.IN STiEAM, we published the report
in Novumber. The report was delayed due to the illness of

OUr membors.
G 2unjab,

In addition to press statemcnts condemning killings at
Muktasar 2nd the take over of tie Golden Temple by the AISSF,
" Y
wa orgmised a m:eting addressed by Dr. 3ucha Singh Gill

(Patiala) znd Dr. Sandhu,

T Wi
1

VLo e lagel help in che Lupreme Court for 3 petition

n beholf of Stree Sackti Sancatiian. The case was of rape by

policemen of @ woman in & villzwe in Krrimnagor in andhra,
Tiue petition was dismissed. We als nublished an updnted second

50
edlition of our bookl:ot on women, "Inside the Frmily". We

2d <nother reprint @s our stock is exhausted ¢nd there is

—

g
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continuing demand for this booklet,

We lssusd press statements on the hearassment of the
ditoce 0f "Peeng" and "Naoi Danuiya", The editor of "Peeng"
Lad boen arrested and illegally detained for three weeks
Lor ox . 25ing cosruption of the Bhajan Lal government. The
JOVIIrmuwent was admonished by the Press Council of India (PCI)

£or t.aw Trrest. The editor of "Nai Duniya" was arrested and ke t
Yy

B
=

twe wesiks In Tihar Jail. He was charged under the Znti-

lerrcrist act for naving published two years ago an interview

-

with Khaliston supporter, viglit 8ingh Chauhan, We also

provided le.=l lelp, In addizden, we pProtested agginst +he

harpasstent by polics of 4 vepdrter of “afidhte Jyogit,
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2 univyus case on benz2lf of

fou a4 compd 7int o the PCI concor-
ning the coomunzl biass of an editorial of Times of India.
Sa Consren tion

@d, in rerent rewrs with rising communalism

Haeving beaen

0
1§

in Delhi wmnd ‘opner ports of +he courizy, we organized our
fifth annuz2l convention on the theme of "Relgion, State and
Democratic Rights.," It was held on &, Decemb.r and was well
2ttended., The first scssion included well-known historians
nd the sccond session included well-known cctivists, In the
evening we screened ¢ film on cormunzl riots in Hyderabad,

"kya Hua Ees Saher Ko,"

10. II.:,‘g':".;].

Wo undertook et least 13 new céses this year, including
two 11 the Press Council. Both the new cases and the large
numbe - pending from past vears relite to a variety of issucé
concerning the rights of peasseants, workers, fishermen, tribezls,
bonded lzbcur j¢in “etenus, children, and other sections of

our neople.

R.M. Mishra Commission,

PUDR-PUCL petition to be implecaded as partics to the
commission wWas dismissaed 1in Jan as we were not called to
give evidence despite the £ .ct that we had submitted joint
report "who arc the Guilty?" as affidavit. OQur lawyer however
appeoped on behalf of iinjrik Ekta Manch ( NEM ). The citizens
Justice Committes and NEM withdrew later in pro+est from
the commission. Its report has been finalized but has not

vet b.en made public.
12. Fraternal

Wwe highlighted the attacks on civil rights ~ctivists in
sndhra, Chandrapur ~nd Karnataka and gave legsl assistanco
where possible. In addition, we participated in a conference
on communalism orgrnised by CeDR (Bomboy ), on dams and

Ce=+ W MDNR (Chandrabur). and ano+hcer on communalism
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orovaloed py CPDR (e ¢ tizipated in conventions
crzznined by kbe SPDR (Colou .a) cng the NPHMR in Delhi, We
hiews tlemery woversl je Lo vith PUCL ond participated
i tS LroQrTmm. Sa
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vh eXprigded ovr wnldd ity withk human rights issues
trkan up by various joint fronts and orgenisations. These
inclunsd the issue of . arrcsts of 90 Nepali students end
the visilation of human rights of Temils in Sri Lanka. Mrs
Muithety has addressed soverzl meetings, including Human Rights

Conventica held at Aligarh.

14, COrygrnisation
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e, oyclostyling costs accounted for only 3.3% (Bs. 671/-=),
= uadl eoots incurred were 5,1% (Bs, 765/= acluding & Loege
wmeany Aoue free of cost by our lawyers)e Holl booking, Droe-

Juetor, oiks sxpens s ware 6% (Rs, 870.50)., O+hloy oxconditur

WORL Or JOBtages STELLONery, ott. afid & small doncticr 4w nho

T T o e e N e s B e o
Dl ihid Committes gn Sho \1 Gas Tr lLJL";‘lTVri‘

a8 for rescurces, 2 larce amount R, 5,000/- was given by
the Supreme Court as reimburscmernt for eXp . nditure incurred
for some of our e:riier ceses., Sales were puosr ond sccounted
for only 10% (Rs, 1,178/=) while doun-tions accounted for
15,7% ( Bs, 2,667/= Sixty percent of donations were through
monthly don. tions by mombers. Membocrship accounted for ks, 150/=-

znd bonk intersst omounted to Rs. 250,29,

The opconing belance on Dec, 21.1985 was . 7, 242,97 and

the closing balince on December 20, 1986 is ks, 7,459.,76.

This yeor also vericus forms of herrasment of ecivil
libertiis movement continued in the country. activists
in Karnateka, Maharashtrns and andhra and journ~lists from
different parts including Delhi faced repressicn. But
for us this year iz » relatively less tense year, Organisa-
tion=ally, our strength: is considerably depleted and presently
there is an immadiste eed for ¢xpoansion, Facing the inc: ssing
threat to our movewm:=nt while building the strengthof the
organisation remains the difficult and challenging task for

the coming year,



I, PRESS
1. Jan 4.

2. Jam.25

3, Jan.28

4, Feb. 4

5, Feb.18

6. Feb.21

7. March-

Apnril
8. May 7

9, June,

10, July24,

11, July26
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Condemning threats to life of Dr, Varavara Rao,
who had therefore to have his bail cancelled
and go to jail. Also letter to Chief Minister

Condemning attacks on CPM and Congress-I workers
in Assam, (Pub. in Bengali daily Aaj-Kal,Jan,28)

Joint PUDR-FUCL statement condemning death tin
police custody of alleged terrorist, Daljeet Singh
(Pub. I.E.) '

Joint PUDR-PUCL statement eondemning AISSF takeover
of Golden Templie (Pub, I.E.).

Statement basee in fact-finding of Jamae Masjid
riots, where two persons wmerekilled in police

firing on Feb 15(Pub. I.E.).

Condemning suspension of 8 students of Dibrugarh
University for distributing pro-reservation

leaflets (Pub, Frontier Statesman,Telegraph).

‘Tragically one of the students, haticnal President,

of Indian Students Association we: killed a few
months. later (June/July).

Slaftéménd c~ndemning arrest of editor of "Peeng"
for having exposed corruption of Bhajan Lal
Government in Haryana. '

letter to editoy, "Third world Calling" clarifying
PUDR has no kranches and that Orissa PUDR is an

independent organisation.

letter to editor condemning arrests of civil

rights activisists in Chandrapur and Karnataka(I.E)

letter to editor stating that the PUDR constitution
prohibits taking of foreign funds and that listing
of pUDR other civil rights organisations ‘among
those reguired to, seek government permission to
receive foreign funds under the 1984 amended
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, was

mischievous slander,

Condemning killing of bus passengers at Muktasar and
riots in Delhi. we demanded that the Punjab
Government and Delhi administration safeguard the

lives of all eitizens,



12, July.25
13, Bepit,
i4, Oct, 4
15, Nov.1l0
16, Nov,25,
17,

I1  MEETINGS
1, Maxrchl3,
2. May 3

3. 5ept.3
4., Sept 19,
5.  Sept.a5
6. De¢s

i

Report -"Béhind the Killings in Bihar" released

at & press conference,

Joint statement with PUCL condemning arrest and ha
harressment of volunteers of BGIA under the
offiecial Secrets Act,

Condemning attack on Prime Minister's life.

letterto editor condemning detention in jail

‘of editor of "Nai Duniya" Shahad Siddicqui, for

Aaving published two years earlier an interview
with Khalistan supporter, Jagjit Singh Chauhan,

Letter to editor in response to Telugu Desam
leader P,Upendra's letter of Nov.,20, our Leéter
pointed out the misrepresentation of facts
concerning civil rights in Andhra, and that no
judicial e ,uiries had been instituted into the
Killings of APCLC leaders, Dr, Ramanatham and

I axmana Reddy,

Delhi University meeting on "Criminal Justic e
System and Democratic Rights," Speaker:Justice
D.A.Degai, Mr. Gobinda

Meeting on ﬁuhjéb; Speakers: Dr, Sucha Singh Gill
(Punjab University Patiala) and Dr. G.S.Sandhu

(Delhi University).

Meeting to observe Civil Rights day in honour of
Dr. Ramanatham, Speakers: Justice D.A. Desai,
Mr. Mukhoty, Mr, C,V,Subbarao

Meeting in Delhi University on arrests of BGIA

volunteers., Speakers: Dr. Vinod R2ina

=~
1

Meeting in “elhi University .o "bDLupal Sciense
and Feople™ 3beakors: Prof ,.J.P.5.0beroi and Dr.,
V.Verma. '

Convention on "Regdigion, State and Democratic
Rights". Speakers: Dr. Romila Tharar, Dr.Harbans
Mukhia ( both from JNU) ,Dr.Gyan Pandey, (Delhi
University), Swami Agnivesh, Ms, Modhu Kishwar,

and Mr, Mukhoty.

III.FACT-FINDING




I1I FACT FINDING:

1.

IV

February Investigation into communal riot in Jama Masjid
area in which two persons were killed in police

firing on Feb., 15. Press statement on its basis

Investigation into reported higher incidence of
mortality and respiratory disease and other health

hazards due to bitumen plant at Mithapur.

May
Team from Delhi and Calcutta investigated killings
in rural Bihar. Report "Behind the Killings in
Bihar"™, released at press conference . in July,

WHEE N Team investigated issues arising out of proposed

bauxite mining nlant in the Gandhzmardhan area

in Orissa. Report was published in November,

Team investigated torture in police custody of a fifteen
years old boy at Rejinder Nagar police station, and prepared

a brief report.

Team investigated illegal lockout of i50 workers of the
Sigma Rubber Corporation, EAzadpur. The investigatidn
was discontinued after the union underwent change of
leadership which politely informed our members that their

visits were not necessary,

Team visited relief camp set up for migrants from Punjab
amd visited fiot affected areas after the Muktasar Killings/
in July, both the west Delhi end Jama Masjid areas,

PUBLICATIONS

March: Publication of updated and expanded second ed
ediion of "Indside the Family: A Report on
Democratic Rights of siomen,"

English 1000 copies.

June : Report on R:jinder Nagar police torturas case in
De 1hi.
English-Cyclostyled 150 copies

Julyz "Behind the Killings in Bihar". [i g’ish-1B00 Copiés.
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Aaugust = eport on reorassicn 1 Bihar durine

to orotest .srwal killings. English woydloEtilad 150

Sept.z " In Defence of Civil Rights," to¢ honour the
"
ory of Dr. Ramanthnom. Enclish = 2300 conles,

" Gandharmardhan Miness & Reoort on Envircnment

00 copies,

LF u

ind Feople, "™ English =

.

Nov, Pomphlet on the killing of HPCLC lerdsr, Laksmana

Reddy,
English -cy®lostyled 150 copiss,. ' -



The following list is not wxhaustive,

State of Bihar, W.P. (Crl. no. 369, 1986)

42

Tiled on bebivlf of vioEitg of 11T

(i

polio

2t Lrwal on Spril 19, 198&. The court has

B ong Ofthe Srajers, nanely, thaot payment

of vompensad confined t: the Hariian

viatims a3 the governmont, On December

5 e T P P N \ g

19, the court dirceted that compencotion of Bs, 20, 000/~
= 1 fj g [ Spe TRy T X d = s T A Figes ' i i

Locil BC prldd 3 the fomilies of _11 <he victims

killed pnd By, 5,000/~ zach 5 *Fe injured,

e PUDR v3. Commizsichor of Police (Delhi) WP (Crl,

y i T e T
N, LA '_.‘Ji:‘.ﬁ

overwnelmines SC threw

ot che getil iy SR PUBR to file g »rivate

X3 Miner#1l and Magnesite va. H.S, Kerki., SLP no. 2324;

Case of 2 worker who organised the first unior

magnesite miners in Pithoragarh dist,, U.P, in

o~

1979, e wWos thrown cut of his Jjob 2 fuw months

later and and filed a CiSey He was on activists
of the Uttarakhond San garsh Vahini. He sudden 1y
died o few months le:ving bchind s young

widow wnd thras sme

Doys. The case was won in the

el was filed in the 5C,

High Court, but an

arresrs of his wrgass have

i court,

NS

% Press Council of Inddao,

PUDR lzwycr is decring on behizlf ¢f four journa-

lists who have Led @ complent with tic PCI about

the commun~l biss in My, Giril-l Jani's cditorial
Nowve 2, 1984, Times of Tndia, I+ is +the first case

in whicn linguistic evidenc: was heard,
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PUDR lowyer acsisted editor of "Peeng" in his

case against the Haryana government.  The editor
had been arrested ond suifered three weeks illegal
detention because of his exposure of the corrupt
practices .f the Bhajen Lal Government. The

Haryana government wos admonished by the PCI for the

3 Tie

n

EETES

Sheelc Barse vs, State wf Maharastra, WP (Civil,

No ) , 1986

Petiticn by journalist focussing attention on the

plight of juveniless in children's homes.

Sheela Barse vs, Unicn of India

Petition foclsses on plight oe childrern .dn jails,

Fayaz Amin Snen vs., Stats of J & K o WP,

Crle Ne 19386 ),

Petition concerning illegal detention of student
under tne Eublic Safety Act, and torture, froem Jluy,
1986. Records have been manipulated to say the bowm

was arrested in Uctoboer.

R.N, Misra Commission

although PUER was not =llowed to be a porty, our
lewyers appear:d for Nogrik Ekta Manch and assisted

the Manch. Laoter thev withdrow from the commission.

Bhwpal Group for Information and action Vs,

State of MP., ( Civil No 1643, 1986 )

Petition szeks te lirk the right to informstion with
e fundomental riosht to fr.edom of speech and
exXpression.  The volinteers havé been charged with

svying, under the Cificigl Becrets Act,.
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i34

14,

15,

P. Laksmon Rao v.S, State of ...P.

WP. (Ciwvil nz. 1986 )

Petition ¢onc rns a bund built by the state
government ossisted by the contre., The bund on the
CGodovari river at Polovar-m, west Godavari dist,.

is s0 constructed that the poor suffer annuzl

floods in trihal villa

Dre. anil “adgopeol vs. Union of Indis
We, (Civil) Nw. 095, 1986.

Petition linking right to¢ information with fre:dom
of exprussion, Mord than 20 activists =nd gas
victims have been implicated in numercus cases in
the course of the lest two ycars. The court has

vrdered a stay on all the cases,

Susie Theuru vs. State of LP.
WP (Crl) nos 512, 1985

Petition on beholf of Stree Shakti S nag-thzn concern=—

ing rape of a woman by pclicemen in o villace in
“ndhra. The victim hsd indentified the pelicemen
invelved, but later withdrew hor compl int dus to
severe harsssmint of hcr family, The 5C

dismisscd the sctition despite the frct that t+hoe
victim had categorically n med the invelwved police-

men several times,

APCLC vs, State of H.P. WP, (Crl) Nos 1253, 1985,

PUDR lawycrs had asked for magistori 1 enguirics
orn encounter deaths. The enquiries werce produced
in court but the stite cleimed privilege., Before
we could nrgue privilege, the 3C dismissed the

petition =nd told us to file a privatc complaint.

Munnuswamy vs, State of Tamilnadu, 1985,

Petition concerning 10,000 fishermen, deprived of
their livehcod in the wake of bersutification drive
kil Murinh Beach, Madras. Court hes sppeinted
Commisgion consisting of reprisentatives of fisher-

men and t e government to sovlve the problem, Last
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18s

.

yeer 1t had dirccted that 2ll the confiscated
catamcrans and 2opts be returned and +the fishermen

allowed to continue fishing from Marine beach.

Puli Srinivasulau vs. Stote of JP.

WP (Crl) Nocs 1132, 1985

.

Political Prisvner detained for 18 years has been

released ond the case has baen disposcd off,

Vinayan vs, Dcpt. of Irrigation WP 10661/84

Contemnpt petition ‘n SC heczuse orders of 3C not
318

h

implemaented. The cose involves transfor

workers because they had formed & union,

Upendra gnd o+her vs. Statc of MJP.

A batch of writ petitions concerning 93 bonded
labourers., Scme of them heave been rehaebhitated and
the sub-collector himself has has brecught out a
list of 480 c¢ther bonded labourers who hove been

rehabititated.

( * Mark cases are pending. )



VI Accounts,

Resources,. Rupees

Starting Cash Balance 1, 420,00
Bank EBalance 5, 822,87

Sales 1,718,00

Donations General 1,077.00

Monthly 1,590,0Q00
Legal cost reimbursed by 5,000,006
Supreme Court
Membership 150,00

Intercest 250.00

Total 17,028.26

Disburs F:Efﬁ@_l_’l TS e Rupeeas

Cyclostyling/Typing/Photostate 671,00
Hall, Mike, Projector 870,30
Brimving 6,303,00
Legal 765,00
Postage ' 295,00
Stationery 241,00

“onaticns 50,00
Tea & Misc. , 243,00

Transpork 130,00
Ending Cash B lance _ 860,50
Bink Balonce 6,653, 26

Total 17,028, 26
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