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Annual Repot -1965.

The new executive started . functioning from Dec.31,1984

following is a report on our crganisation and 1ts activities.

first
T

a)

Fact finding :

Ve were able Gto send fact finding teams cnly 1in the
half of this year.

A team went in February to Patna, Magrukighar, Kaithi and
Mahugam to investigate into the killing of 10 persons
by the CRPF and Binar Military Police in Kathebigha.
Its findings we.e that the killings were part of o
attempt to terrcrize Harijan agricultural labour who
have been struggling for better wages and freedom from
Social oppression. A report was published titled "
%as;augi in Bihar " in English and "Bihar Hatyakand"

n Hin .

. In June we participated in a jeint fact finding with

MP Pucl and CPDR Nagpur into an "encounter" killing

in Bastar. The team visited Jadalpur, findings of the

team was that the killing had taken place because the

victim had been active in organising tribial werkers agalnst
exploitation by farest oftficials and tendwe leaf contractors.
Thereport was released at a p-ess conference and later was,
published in English and Hindi titled "Bastar". An
investigation into an encounter'and "Bastar: EK muthbedh

Ki jaanch" respectively
Black Laws

A team visited Armitsar and adjoining villages and
Chandigarh in March to collect information of the
special courts and the impact of various black laws /
vere ineffective in curbing communal terrorism.
Instead, tuey »ere creatins a sccicl cilmale conducive
to communalism as the brunt of these lawvs was being
borne by ordinary Sikh citizens. The report was
released at a press conference in April.
u

We had to give{egforbs to print this repert tit.l]
"Punjab: Black laws and the People" due to the justifiable
fears ef pri ters that they would be harassed by the
Police, However, later it was published by "Lconomic
and Political Weekly" and also translated into Punjabi
and included in an AFDR booklet on Punjab.

/ on ordinsry citizens. Its findings
vere that the black lavs.
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In addition we had three investigations for wanich no
reports were finalized due to various factors. These

were :

S« Environment
a) Two visits were made to Bhopal followling the Union

Carbide zas leak in December.

b) Mithapur: Concerning pollution hazards caused by
the Hindustan Petroleum Chemicals lecated cn the
Delhi border in Haryana(ifebruary).

4. Retrenchment:

Visited Megathaburu to iavestigate the impact on
labour of the complete mechanization of iron ore mines.

(A.pr‘il)r

IT. Meetings:

Apart from the Convention, we orzanised a few meetings
this year.

August:

sept:

Nove )
NDec.

A joint meeting with PUCL on "Civil Liberties
in Andhra''Speakers. Dr.Balagopal, Mr.Mu ‘knCty,
Dr.Mohanty, Mr.Inder Mohan .

Helped to organise a meeting in Delhi University
(DU)>n "Bhopal: Issues 01d and New" on behalf

of Delhi Committee on Bhopal Gas [ragedy. Speakers:
Mr.Anil Sadgopal, Mr.Tapan Bose, Mr. Praful
Bidwal. and others.

Held a meeting "Tewards a Uniform family law".
L Dals

Organised a small memorial meeting for Dr.
famanaonam on behalf of Leaechs s, students
and karamcharis.(D.U.)

Speakers; Mre.Rgj.ni Kothari, Dr.Aswhini iay
and Mr. Nilambar Pandey.

Cenducted three sessions of a "Workshop en Civil
Rights" (D.U.)

In contrast to last year when we organised 4 public meetings
in D.Us ve were able to organise only one under our own agds.
This was due primarily to the speecial eircumstances ef this
year. Hovever early in tiils year we briefly experimented with
putting up wall posters on civil rights(Jan.Feb.). More
gncouraging vas our recent experiment in conducting the
workshop with a small 1 group of teachers and students.
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ITT. Convention

As we could not held our annual convention last year

due to the Delhi riots, we declded to hold our cenvention
earlier than usual and to make it a full day programme.

The convention was held on Sept. 21 en the theme

of - "Mass Organisatious and Democratic Rights." The morining
session was devoted to issues concernLng civils rights
organisations, women, and the medical profession - while
the afternoon session dealt with 1lssues 1lnvelving literary
and theatre groups. It was followed by a cultural programme
by the Amritsar Natak Kala Kendar. The speakers were

Mr. Mukhoty, Mr. Rajni Kothari, Mr. Inder Mohan, Dr. Ashwini
Ray, Mrs. Pramila Dandewate, Dr. Asish Mittal, lir. Bhisem
Sahin{ Mr. Karan Singh Chauhan and Mr. Gursharan Sineh,

Our attempt to make the convention broad based was par-
tially suceessful but more efforts will have to be

made in this direction. 1e wish to record our warm
appreciation of Mr.Gursharan Singh and Y%umbers of

the cultural team who not only imparted vigour and

spirit to the convetion .but as a taken of sealidarity

wlth our common cause, also donated the proceeds of
their collection to PUDR.

IV. Publications: -

------------

1. Massacre in Bihar: An Enquiry into the Killings ef
10 People in a Harijan village
Kaitnibigha, Bihar. -500 copies

Bihar Hatyakand: Bihar mch hagyaon par ek jaanca report
-1C00 coples

-1 Punjab: Black laws and the People --50C copies

3 Bastar: An Investigation into an Encounter --1000 copies
Bastar: Ek Muthbedh ki jaanch --- 1C0C coples

4. Convention Papers: Paper on ruiilc Tnberest

Litigation(reprint)Mr.Mukhoty-200 coples

and Dr.Ray's paper.
5. Annotated 1list of PUDR publications
and an "Introduction to PUDR"pamiphlet.

Ve vould like to note hnere that we have relatively very

little stock left of ocur publications. VWhile this is heartenlng
in terms of recovering our costs, the p .ncity of literature
vill soon become a problem for g{ven the uncertainties of

cur vayward press, our publications con:titute the only

stable th - ugh modest, means of spreading the cause of

democratic rights.
e~~ AL



Ve Press Statements:
As in the past we issued numrous press statements ard
wrote letters to the editor on aumerous issues-
at least 20 this year. Amonc ttese statements on the
arrest under NSA of two gstudents in Punjab for
distributing pamphlets (Jan, AR and PUDR) on the
confiscation of 7000 copies ~1 %he Punjabi version
of "who are bhe Guilty " and #@rrest of the printer
(f'eb) on the personal law alont with releaslng signatupres
collected on this issue(March B8), on the arrest of
Prof. Mohanty and others (April}, on the consplraly case
against "Srjana" on the attack on Dr.Balagopal by
BJP on the bomb blasts in Delhi(lay), on the
arrests of activists and doctors working for the
victims of the gas tragedy in 2hopal(.ure), on the
conspiracy case on activists oX OPDR anc APCLC in
Andara and on encaunter killinss in Bihar(July), on
the killing of Arjan Das and ¢n the bar on UFD report
on Punjab and the arrest of tae printer and ef Mr.
Pancholi (Sept), on the arres? of the elitor or
Peeng in Haryana and the attazh by terrcrists on the
priecst in the Golden temple(lcv.). Many ol the
statements concerning Andhra znd the attacks en
numbersvl civil rights organisation: were issued jointly
with PUCL.

We also sent telegrams to the Chief ¥inisters of Andhra
#.P. and Haryana on various issues.

VL. Fraternal Relatiens:

In addition to the joint activities mensioned above
we also participated in varicns delegations, seminaris,
dharnas and demounstrations, In Au=iSt,/a joint
PUDR PUCI. and Vidya Jyotl we demons.rated at Bihar
Bharan on the issue of harasment of Khilachard

/ collected?ha/siesnatures for a campaien conduited by Tamilnadu
PUCL for relief to refusees from 8-L Tanka. oOur
representatives participated in a lonvention on
human richts orsanised in Ukrul (Maripur), by the
Naca Peoples movement for Iuman rithts (NPMHR)
Ln October. Earlier the widows of C. Deviel and
Ce Paul had glven PUDR a donation ‘oken of their
deep appreciation for tine legal he’p we had given.
This donation wus in turn given by PUDR to NPMHR.
Our members also partig¢ipoted in ADR convention
Ln Amritsar in October and in November in a seminar
en black laws organlsed by CPDR, Bobay.

/ joint PUDr-PUCL delegétign met the Chief Kinisper
In September and Octobsr wve participated

in Bhopal. ‘
- ¢ organised by the newl: formed lMovement

in Dharnas
against depression.

v -

I..-5.'



Vil. Legal

At present our lawyers are handling over tiventy seven cases.
Abosuat 19 cnses ave pending from Last year or even eparlier.

Remaining are new cases.

Following is a list of the cnses pending from last year or
have been disposed off this year.

14 Vivek Pandit vs. itate of Mah-orashtra and others
concerns bonded labour . Pending.

23 K.K.Neogil vs. Union of India(1v81)
Concerns slum eviction in Delhi « Pending for final
disposal.

B4 Bandtwra Mukti Morcha vs. State of Haryana and ethers

(1982)« The main yrit petition had been dispesed
cff in 1983 with 22 dircetions given to the Gevernment
by the Supreme Court. These direction were not
implemented, hence we filed a number of miscellaneous
applications including a coetempt of court petitinn.
Some of these are still peunding.

4. Xavier Dias vs. State of Bihar (1983).
Concerns conkbract lab-ur in Meghatuvuru ipon ore
mines. The Saprome court had appointed a ¢commission
to investigate the matter anc the commission has
submitted 1ts report, The revort is yet to be ggrutinised
by the court. Pending for firal disposal.

Be Daya Shankar vs. High Court of Allahabad and others.
Concerns a munsif facing diszrimination as a
Scheduled caste Case is awaitinz final hearing.

64 Mrs. Kuldip nrandhawa vs. Stzte ol Punjab(1y83)
Concerns the killing of student leader Pritpal singh
Randhava. Special leave pezition has been granied
by the Supreme court and the case will ceme up for
hearing.

7 R.S. Pathak vs. Bokaro steel Plant(1v84).
Concerns tepmigapLon of ser ice of 1000 workers.
PUDR is co potltioner case is pending.

B. Mahadev Hausda vs. State of Vest Bengal(1¢83).
Concernls undertrials in Midnapone central Jail

imprisoned for more than 20 year. All have been
e €ased.

..'6..
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Mukhoty vs. Delhi Administration(1982).
Concerns malpractices and mistreatment of prisoners
in Tihar Jail . Case pending.

Pradesp Prabhu vs. 8tate of Maharashtra(ivg2).
Concerns repression on Adivasis. The ecase is still
pending though the coupt has given a stay on the
Government on the removal ¢f cropsfrom the lands

of Adivasis.

Sudeep Mazumdar vse. State of Madhya Pradesh
(1982). Concerns injuries and death ol tribals
ekine out a living by collecting scrap on the
Army Firing Ranse . Case is pendinz.

APCLC vs. State of Andhra Pradesh(1982).
Cha'langine the Disturbed Arears act. Case still
pending before the constitutional bench.

PUDR vs. Union of India and others(1982).
Challangilng the Armed Forces (Anam and Manipur)
Special Povers (Amendments) Act 1972. Pending
before constitutional bench.

"APCLC vse state of Andhra Pradesh.

Concerns Police camps in academic institutions,
panchayat buildings etc. PUDR 1S co pstitioner.

The State Government has filed a connter affidavit
and we have filed our rejoinder. Case will come up

for heaving. ’

Dr. Vinayan vs. State of Bihar.

Concerns retrenchment of 1000 workers of the immigation
department in Rohtas and arrest ol several hundred.
This petition has bcen disposed off by referihg

the matter to the labour tribunal.

PUDR vs. State of Andhra Pradesh{1984). Case
disposed off with the directlien that the co-mission
appointed by the single judze of the AP high court
will be allowed to investigate the custodial death. -

PUDR vs. Ministry of Home (1¢34).

This case filed on the basis of our report on the
November riots in Delhi("who are the guilty) asking
for an enguiry by the court. It was dismissed by the
Delhi High Court -ith the ruling that the court

has no authority to appoint this commission. Since
the soveroments instituted gn enquiry socon after

this judzement, we had no scope to challange it.

er?l-..
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22.

23,
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Tana Mukti Morcha vs. &£tate of Blhnor. &

Concerns a coal mine which was being run by workers
which sias bulldozed by the govermment. V'rit petition
Ls awaiting final hearing. 1In the meantine, by

the direction of the supreme court, the state
government paid P.9,000/- as compensation for the
cycles seized from about 20 workers.

Dr.Jecvan Jot vs. State of Punjab

The petitioner was not given confirmation of service
on the grounds thot she was a member of AFDR(Punjab).
Matter is pending for final disoosal.

following is a list of tne important new cases taken
up this year.

Munnuswamy vs. sState of Tamil Nadu (19%85).

This is a case concerning about 10,000 fishermen

in Mamine Beach, Madras where catamarags and

fishing boats, were se¢ized by the authorities in

a beautification' drive. The court has directed

the govt. of TN to recturn all the catamarans and
boats and to allow the fishermen to continue fishing
from Marine Beach. Writ is pending for disposal

on merits.

APCLC vs. State of Andhra Pradesh(1¢85),
Concerns take encounters by the Andhra Pradesn police
case pending.

Dr.Dinesh Mohan vs. Union of India (1985).

Asks for 2 ban on the sale of the flnecracker 'anar!
on the grounds that it is highly dangerous.

The court is setting up an expert committee to go
into the matter. ifipevork manufacturers have

also intervened in this matter.

Dr. Sudesh 7ald vs. State of Andhra Pradesh(1985)
Habeas conpus writ petition filed on behalf of
Dr.K.Balagopal, Gen Secy APCLC, who was arrested by
the AP police on 16th November and hls whereabout
were not known. The supreme court airected the
State government:. to produce Dr.Balagopal before

it wlthin two days if he has not already been
produced before a competent magistrate. The

State govt. informed the court that Dr.Balagopal
had already been produced before a magistrate.

Krishak Sangharsh Samity vs. State of UP (1985).
Writ concerns 1ll:gal taking over of cultivated
Lands of a few trihals by the state govt. case is
pending.
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Pulli Srinivasulu vs.Stnte of Andhra Pradesh 1485).
Petitioner is-a convlct for the last 18 years, and
has moved the supreme court secking release 1in
accordance with the provisions of the AP jail
manual. Case Ls pending.

Jagmchan vs. state of Punjab (1985).

Concerns illegal arrest of 2 students of PSU whe
were distributing anti-coumunal literature. They
have been released.

In April,1985, the Govermment of India instituated

gn enguiry into the carnage in Delhi following

Mrs. "andhi's ngsassination on 31st October last year,
The Commission is headed by Justice R.L.Mishra

of the Supreme court . The objective of the cormission
1s to engulre into the allezations that the November
carnace wis organised. This shifts the burden of proof
from P.U.DeR. and P.U.CeLs nnd the other organlsations
who had come to th. conclusion. We have filed our
report before the commission. Also attempts were

made to intervene into the commission jolntly with
other orsanisations 1like Nagarik Ekta lManch,National
Sikh Forum and others holdine sime views abanut Ghe
earnige. Accordingly citizen Justice Comalttee was
formed and nur lawyear hive offered their services

to this committee. Hoever a jolnt intervention
through this comnittee did not materialise. Hence

we filed a petition behalf of PUDX asking that

we be included as parties in tne proceedings of

the commission. 8o that we can intervene etf'fectively
in the procecedings of the commisslon.



VIIT FINANCE_

Following 1s the statement of accounts for the year
28 on 17.12.19856,
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1+ COpening balance 1. Printing 4475.0C
1) Cash 4350.00 2. Cyclostyling 1844.00
11)Bank 5350.82 '
G Stationery, 1733 .00
2 Sales 7724.00 Postage,dall,
iMike.
3 Donations 1C088.00
4, TransportéMisc. 2147.00
4. Membérship 50.00
5. "~ Donatlon given 2225.00
5. Bank interest 417.15
e Loans repayment 7200.C0
7 Legal 1500.0C
8. Clesing '
bailance
i) Casn 133800
ii)Bank 5842 .97
‘t
27979.97 27497997
Resources:

—— . ———

Donnations: Formed a large portion of the total resources

(ab>ut 40%) totallin~e to R:e 10,088 of this F.2000 was a donation
from the widows of C. Paul & Ce Danial.

Monthly donstions from members accounted for 407 of the total
donations, the recst came from individuals in the form of snall
donations. '

oales: accounted for 25% of the total resources. Of this the
dindi edition of "Who are the guilty" accounted for a Large portior
vales vere low since only 3 booklets were printed.

Uisbursements:
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Disbursements:

A large amount (Rs.7200) was used up in the repayment

of loans carried over from the last financial year,
Printing accounted for 16%, lower than previous years but
cyclostlying used up Rs. 1544, an ampunt larger than

prev, years.

Of the total donations, fs. 2,000 received (as mentioned
above) was given as donation to NPMHR others were to
Delhi committee on Bhopal Gas tragedy, etc. Cyclostyling
expensss for legal work amounted to Rse 1500. Transport
costs were high due to cartage of paper and booklets

of the second English edition & the Hindi edition of "Who
are the Gulltyh,

IX. Organisation :
The Executive Committee(EC) met only 5 times this year.
We nesd to increase the participation of EC memb=ars,
Thrze of our EC membars have left Delhi during the year,
We greatly miss them and look forward to their return.
Prof. Arun Bose, former EC member, has also left Delhi
this year after his retirement, From the inception of
PUDR, Prof. Bose has given us valuaple advice and support.
We wish him the very best in his future work.

The activist meetings continue as before every week,
New members have come forward to share the burden of the
work and inspiring us with th: ir enthusiasm,

X+« The New Situation

A new situation has developed during this year where
civil rights organisations in different states have
themselves faced repressions. While this will call
for fresh challenges and tensions for all the civil
rights organisations in the years to come, it

would be worth mentioning some of the crucial features
OL the attacks that had taken place in the last year
on P.U.D.R. PUCL and A,P,C.L.C. in particular,

These have emanated from P.U.D.R.P.U.C.L. report
"Who are the Guilty" in Delhi and the critical
situation in Andhra. The following is a brief
chronology of the sequence of attack on these
organisations.



Jan:

7

April:
em

May:

Augus t:

cepts

imlenshed

Nowv:
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In Delhi PUDR was faclnz the artermath of the Repont.
With the massive Cong.l victory in the pirliamentary
elections, victims of the riots were afraid to give
affidavits. In Andhra, VaravaraS, Balagopal, Dr.
Ramanatham, and seetaramarao were aryested and
implicated in a conspiracy case.

Prof. Mohanty Balgopal and others were arrested on
their way to a commérative meetine in Tnderwalli where
6C tribals had been killed in 1981. (At that time

we had d ne a jolnt PUDR-APC.C fact-finding and
published a report "Adivasis of Adilabad") . The

falsc cases folseted on they were later dropped

due to public pressurc.

Bomblasts in Delhi resulting in intensification of
communal tensions, Consplracy c#ise against "srjana"
and physical attack on Balagopal.

Terrorist killing of Cong.I M.”2. Lalit Maken apd
allegation by Cong. I MP Mr. Tiwvari that our report
had provided a "hit-list" to terrwrists. He claimed
PUDR] and PUCL were CIA funded organisations.

Dr. Ramanatham, Vice President APCLC, was shot

dead by police in Warangal on sept.3. The

next day, Sept.4, Mr. Arjan Dss, Cong.I Municipal
Councillor was killed by terrorists. The assasination
a/riclious slander campalgn, this time led by the
Cong.I Nen. Scécy Mre Srikant Verma. Allegations

against PUDR and PUCL were published through zovermment
media,AIR and Doordarshan. As for the press, barring a few
excep%ions, it made 1tself a ready ally to the attacks
of the ruling party. On sept 10,the CFD report on
Punjab was b2nned and arrests made. It was in these
adverse circumstances that e nevertheless managed to
hold our convention.

Dr.Balagopal was arrested on the 16th charged under
the Antl terrorist Act and is currently in Central
Warangal Jail, The act is being liberally used

by the NTR zovermment and mnass repression and attacks
on civil rights activists continue.

Thusfrom January onwards we hove facid a number of crises.
Tne multiplylng crises have meant that we have been

unable to carry on with our normal activities. Waile

the legal work has continued apace, we have had fower
meetings, publications and fact findings(with regard

to the latter we should x:wiwz our practice of associating
non members’ in our fact finding teams).

However, we had wore joint az2ctivities. Desirable and
necessary as these are, we have Lo contlinue to be
eontlous with regird to such activities, partiaeularly,
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when they take the form of united front commlttees. We

vithdraw this year from the Jhuggi Jhopri Anti Rviction
Comaittee which we had joined 1ast year as it had become

4 peérmenent committee. But we aresmembers of the Delhi

Commlttee on the Bhopal Gas Trazgedy (Consisting of 22 orcanisation)
formed in the wake of repression on activities in Bhopal.

Apart from the expected strain on nur resources through
participation in its activities- Delni University meeting,
dharna at Sriram food and fertilizers Plant, Dec.3, commnorative
mecting cte- there have been other problems in particular

the use of this committee by a political party for electroal
burposcs. Hence while we should be flexible in joining other
orcganisations iLn issues of democratic rights, we will have

to be vigilant that PUDR is not compromised in any manner

ard that it is not involved bayond the issue for which a
comnlttee was formed.

The ncw situation which confronted us this year has

strenzthened the bonds beteen us. In a sense, the past
years of oreanisation building in terms of social unders tanding
and human relationships has enabled us to withstand the

ng lau ‘ht. But we are not past the woods apart from the
urpredictability of terriorist killings., we have to be

rfepared for the report of the Mishra Comaission due in a

ew months.

Throuzh the trials of this year we have attained
a rew maturity and stability « This should help us to
face the challenges of the cominr year.

Happy New Year.
j A
’{auLcJ;iﬂi’d Ly
Sudesh Vaid
D&?Qog'] ,1985 SCCKYQ]_)IIDR.
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