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The new executive started functioning from
Dec. .18, 1983. We present below an account of our organis

sation and its aotivities since then.

I; We wlll start wlth the issues whare we ware able
to rBSpDﬂd at the mlnlmal leuel of 1ssu1ng press statements
which wers covered in some natlonal and - reglﬁnal papers.,
Among these are statements roncernlng police lathi-charge
on a women's march on Women's Intetrnational Day, March 8

in Bangalors, the functionirig of the tribunals'ﬁrDSBCuting
activists of the All India Sikh Student Federatién, the
killing of the Gensral Secretary, MKSS, Krishan Singh im Bihar,
Mz, Hidayatullah's statement questioning public interest
ligitation, the beating up of a journalist in Pitthogarh,
the dismissal of NTR ministry in Andhra, the allmlndié
signature campaign against the Terrorist RFFectéd Spaecial
‘Courts Act, and: the police harrassment of leading Punjab
dramatist Gursharan Singh and his cultural troupe in Bombay,
- We-also gave a joint statement with PUEL‘on_thg arres£ of
Dr, Vinyan, heading a trade-union in Bihar, |

I, Fagt=Finding:
i) Followlng repcrts of repr9331on on a pnpular movemsnt
against llquorytradars in May. We sent a Fact—Flndlng
team to Kumaon. Its findings were released at a press

conference and received good publicity.,

We published a Hindi booklet of this. raport
The bulk of the copies wers sent to Uttarakhand
Sangarsh Vahini which is }eadlng_the struggle.,

ii) In Gadchiroli (Maharastra) police terror was let loose
~ on tribals and activists on the occassion of the first
conference of the Adiviasi Ryot Coolie Sangham in
--February. 'In addition to issuing a press statement

‘and letters of protest to the District Collector and
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Chigf Minister, we participated in a joint fact-finding
team with CPDR (Bombay and Nagpur).

We conducted a joint fact-finding with PUCL(Delhi) in
March concerning demolition of jhuggiss in Shalimar
Colony, Dalhl, amd published a cyclostyled report, We

also issued a presa statement,

Followlng reports ime Dctomer of attack by . managument goons

Loon trade-unlon workers of the Uana%patl and Food Workers

Union affll;atej;to the CITU, a fact-finding team visitsd
Kundli (Haryana), just across the Delhi border. We

issued a press statement Dn the baSlS DF its findings,

Also in Uctober,rat the 1nu1tat10n Df M.P, PUCL we parti-
cipatedvin‘a:jéint fact+finding alang wlth APDR, The team

.held a press conference at Raiﬁur'fd release its prelimi-
- nary:findirigs concerning brutal police and management

_goon repression on the workers movement at the Bengal

Nagpur Cbttdn‘Milllin,RajnandgaDn. However the report

uf this team was not finalized and published because a

report by Raipdr‘PUCLlwas_publisﬁad and relsased at press

_ CDnFBr'enCE‘S in Bh[jpﬁ1 and‘ Delhi.

#30 NDVember we did a joint thBStlQathﬂ with PUCL into
 tha Delhl rlcts. Data“4% DF Jolnt rsport are given

vseparately.

Meetlngsl

In’ February we held thres mpetlngs at leFerﬂnt places
concarning the repression on the peasant and tribal

movements in Andhra wHich had been stepped up in

‘Janudfy following the déployment of two battalions of

the ERPF in the region, The meetingswere addressed by

‘thé'Sééretary of APCLC “and were well attended. Earlier,

we participated. in a protest damonstration on this 1issue,
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In April we held a mseting in central Delhi following
our booklet on the democratic rights of women,

In July we held a meeting jointly with PUCL on the anti-
Encroachment Acts on behalf of the Committee against

Evietion of Jhuggi-Jdhopri Dwellers.

We are happy to report (except for December) we wers
able to kesp to our resolve to hold msetings every
month in Delhi University during its academlc sessions.
In August, September, Uctober and NDUmeBI, we held
meetings on Special Courts Act, Communalism, Women,
and;the anti-Sikh riots respectively.

In September we partlclpatad in a cultural programme |
in honoir of Sareshwar Dayal SaXSBna. We presentsd
some of his poems -in dlfferent raglonal languages

and Engllsh

1V, Publications

i)

ii)

iii)

iv)

In.Bgnuéfy we published "NTR's One Year" jointly with -

APCLC, which was later published in Telugu by APCLC,

The booklet focussed on Uiolation ‘on democratic. rights
in Andhra:Pradesh.r The booklet recelved gnod‘publlclty
and sold very rapidly (1000 copies). He

In March we published “Inside the Fam;lyivﬂvﬁéﬁort on
Democratic Rights of Women™ which alsa received a good
response, Its Hindi version ‘"Char Divari ke Andhar"

was published in May, (1000 copies each).

In May we pUbliShed a cyclostyled rébort "Kumaon Hills:
Peoples Movement and State Pollcy“ and ‘its printed

Hindi UBr%an, "Kumaon ki Paharlyan. (BDD COplea)

‘In August we published a 4 page pamphlet in Hindi .on

the Anti-Encorachment Acts, (2000 copleS).

Also in Augu?t we published a 4 paga'pamphlet in English
and Hindi on the Special Courts Act, "Are You a



- b ow
Terrorist?” (4000 and 2000 respectively).

As an experiment we did some strestecorner sale of
the pamphilet (priced 10 p.) which drew an interesting

and.encouraging response.

vi) In November we . published joimt report with PUCL %Who
Are the Guilty,.," A second edition was published in

Decembsr.

Ve Lrateznal Relations

In addition to the joint activities with other liberties
organisations reportsd above, our representatives attended APDR,
Calcutta convention in August, CPDR, Bombay convention in
Decemb2r, and Various meetings and convention of PUCL in Delhi,
As 1n the past, we have been sending them our publications. -
©VIe Legal
‘Our lauyers have been hard preesed with a flood of civil

libarty cases from dlfferont parts of the CDuntry. In view

- of the flnanclai costs and the hsavy work requ1red and because

of some}1nd1u1duals and groups taking undue and unscrupulous
advantage of our. legal help, we, haue decided on certain guide-

' :lings gluen later in thls repgrt o

Hn lncomplete llst of cases belng presently handled by

" our. lawyers is’' given below.'“

T« Vivek Pandlt Us.'State OF Maharashtra and Others
Concderns bonded labour and is due to come up for final

hearlng Goon.

2 K.K. NeogthS.rUnlon of 1nd1a 1981
Concerns slum evlctlons_ln a Delni colony., Stay obtained
is still oparating., ‘However, if the Anti-Encroachment
Acts passed recently are implemented then the eviction

of the slum-dwellers is only a matter of time,
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3. Bandwa Muktl Morcha. Vs, State of Haryana - 1982
Concerns bonded labuur, ssveral such cases are pending.
“Tha * admlnlstratlon is not 1mplament1ng the earller bC
order dbtalned (1983) ‘that all relevant labour laus
be 1mplemented '

4, Xavier Dias Vs Stataﬁdf_ﬁihar - 1983
Goncerns contract labour, We are trying for an
early hearing. The' Court ‘had asked the Governmant

tolanforca ail contract labour laws,

5, Daya Shankar Vs ngh Court of Allahabad and Dthers
Concerns mun31f at Aligach Court Fa01ng oot
dlscrlmlnatldn as a Scheduled Caste. Caqa pendlng.

6. Mrs, Kuldlp Randhama Vs, State of Punjab - 1983. ‘
tdncerns the killing of wall-known student léader
Pritpal Singh Randhawa. ‘The accused were_
acquitﬂéd. Notlce has been issued., -

T ey Patﬁak Us..Bokhara Steel Planf.L ;
Cdncerns termination of services of 1000 employees
PUDR is cow-petitioner. Petition admltted.

8, Mahadev Hansda Vs, State of Bengal - 1983
Concerns under-trials -in Midnépore Central Jail . -
imprisoned foer more than 20 years, Govt., of Bengal
has giuen an undertaking., Five of the 24 wers.
releasead undunditionally'on 5.C, orders, An
snguiry in all jails will ba made for the release

of the remaining prisoners,

9. Mukhoty Vs, Dglhi Administration -~ 1982,
Concerns malpractices and treatment of prisoners

~in Tihar Jail. No developments.

10, Pradip Prabhu Vs, State of Maharashtra - 1982
Cdncerns repression of adivasis, An enquiry was
set up under a district judge and the rasport
submitted. The case will be up for hearing.



11. Sudip Mazumdar Vs, Stats of Madhya Pradesh - 1982

Concerns injury and death of tribals eking aut a
living by coilscting scrap on the Army Firing
Range. It waé referred to'a_constitutional bench
as to whether the SC could accept letters as
petitions, Chief Justice has directed M.P. Govt, .

. to give medical relief. Cass psnhding,

92. APCLC Vs, State of Andhra Pradesh - 1982

Concerns Disturbed Areas Abt. Matter raferred to
constitutional bench, Case pendlng.

13, APCLC Vs, State of Andhra Pradesh,

Concerns polics camps in academlc 1nst1tut10ns,_
panchayat buildings etc, PUDR is co—petltloner.

14. Sebastian Hengary (NPMHR) VUs. Unfion and Other - 1983

L
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Dr,
"Concarns ratrenchmant of 1000 workers of the

Concerns habeas corpugpetition to produce C,Paul

and C.Daniel who were arrested during army operations
in 1982 and never retumsd thereafter. In a

historic Judgement the 3.C. ordesred compensation of
Rs, 1 lakh each to the widows and asked the local
pollce 1n Manlpur to initiate crlmlnal prosecution,

Ulnlyan Us..Stata of Bihar,

‘*Irrlgatlon Dapt in Rohtas and arrest of several

" hundred. Stay order ‘issued agalnst eviction of

workers from quarters. Case is pendlng._

PUDR - Us. State of Andhra Pradash

This petltlon congerns the stay order 1ssued by the

AP ngh Court on the anqu1ry to be conducted by Shri
B Gy Kannabhlran,ion behalf of the court, His enquiry’
,was obJected due to. his a33001at10n with civil rights

Vj moyement . In thls casa.we’ 1nit1ally got the stay
) vacated, but lateh on the order was recalled, The

" importancs of this casé lies in.the fact that the

"';;".!b‘

L
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énquiry was: over a custodial death of a villager

in Fakirkonda 'disturbed' village of Karimnagar

dmstrlct ‘and the manmer in which. the AP police created
hurdles at every step in the conduct of thls ehquizy.

The case is still pending,

17. PUDR Vs, Mlnlstry of Home ; ,
ThlS is a case flled on the basls of our report on
Delhi riots, "Who Are The Guilty?®¥, The pstition
prays.for an anquxry by gourt, It is panding.

.18, Sinchadi Kamagar Union Vs State of Bihar
This case is a follow up of earlier order in the case in
WhlBFaJOUG‘rgtrenched workers were reinstated by the
court,’ Following the non compliance of. the:court
order, we once agaln approached’ the court and got the |
workers wagas since February, 1984, the first time
when they were- ratrsnchad, and for the pariod when

they were in jail,

y i Kailash-Satyarthi'Usath.“Céllector,'Ganganhgar, Ra jasthan
This case concerns- two hundred bonded iabourera.
They were set free sventually and have gome back to
their homes in Haryana, This is the firat such case

in Rajasthan.,

In addition to these 19 major cases, our lawyers
handled a number of cases which include two habed8®  corpus
cases from Golden Temple, Amritsar in the wake of army action,
and a case concerhing custodial deaths_in Bombay and others,
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Fuilowlng 15 the statemant of acecounts for the ygar as
on 22,12.1984 .

s e e e P e o e s g e e

Resources a qubursaments
(N Dpening.balén¢§7 . w- (1) Printing 16,261.,00
1) Cash " 1,335.00 (2) Cyclostyling 797,00
ii) 8ank '1,357.58  (3) Postage, hall, ”
A o mike . 1,114.00
(2) Sales | ;195698508 14y 15578 Miso. 171.00
\3) Donaﬁimhs : e | & A5) Loans
i) by members  4,013.24 i) Repaid ~ 1,237.00
11) at meetlngs e 294;08 ., ii) to be paid 7,200.00
11i) for the baoklat . 606,00 (é)wﬁdvénbe R R
(4Y Losnis =T '8,437,00 (7) Cidéing‘baganc§~'
v _ i)'Cash_;;"”P4,350.DD
ii) Bank  ° 5,350.82
Re. 36,840.83 ' Rs. 36,840.82

e e R S mImmEmImEmEITEEmEEs

§;atemagﬁ_ufmﬂgggggﬁg_Q”Wﬁo are-the Guilty™)

| {o Resources f”f&i..- LT DiSﬁursements :
(1) Leans ™ - % :5,200,00  {1) Ist edition  5,352.00
(2) Sales 4,865,233 (2) 2nd sdition  4,712.83



This year has seen a considerable increase in financial
‘ﬂoutlaya;

SoULees
,ﬁiag formed a substantlal amount of our resources

(about 54%) netting Rs,19,698,00; a recaord level,

angﬁggng‘from,members,also contributed (Rs.4013,24).
A large’paft’wéé”dua to the continuapcelof our monthly
- donation scheme by which members donate a fixed sum
sum svery month thrbUgh their bank, This ysar for our
b bcoklat "Inside the family" donations were asked from
sympathlsars, and the collactlun came to Rs 606 0o

Due. to the unugually large expenses which had to be
undertaken for the printing of our latest booklet "Who
are the Guilty" . largs amount had to be taken as loans
from our members:.(above Rs.BO0D/- constituting about |
20 percent}.r | '

Disbuzeements A
; The major item of axpandlture was on our pyblications
';“whlch cost Rs,18,058.00 of this a good part was spent
on’ the publication of "Who Are the Guilty” (seperate
- .account given), To help .in covering our costs for the
2nd- adition and for bringing out the Hindi translation
- of the booklet the loans taken are being carried over to

- the next financial year.

'UILI Aqsggg;m tion of Mis, Gandhiand Aftex

' 'Scon after the aasa351nat10n of the Prlme Minister,
Vﬁe:issued a press statement.condamnlng her murder. Thea
ﬂha;rOwing aftermath was'a'ééﬁsa and.critical exparience for
us  as it was for Delhi clty. For an Dvarwhelmingly
'majorlty of our act1u1sts who were born after partition,.
ﬂthe looting, burning and barbaric killings were, were at an

emotional level, a . traumatic experienca, Apért from the



- 0

wltnaqelng of thosa events; ue: were- personally affooted. One of
our activistsy; Kulbir Singh became the target oF communal frenzy.
Hz was pulled out of the Ranchi Express in which he was trave- .
lling at Garhwa Road station on. Nov. Ist, savagely assaulted .

by a mob, and‘left.:.for dead. Thar he surv1vad and is now in.
good shape: is sheer mlracle._ Tha PUDR records its gratitude

to members of the. Mazdoor Kloan Sangarsh. Samiti (MKSS) and tho
ﬁap Daltonganj. for their role in saving’ Kulbir and other Sikhs
{The ﬁSP - it may be. notad,'wa ‘later transferred by way of
punishment for. Fulfrlllng his dutias).  Our thanks also to tHe
local correspondent. of Ig;agrgph for filing a prompt report '
which snabled us to know of the évsnt: immediately.

DBSplte the fear, tension and emotlonal braakdowns of
thass days, cur members in their 1ndlu1dual capaclty 1mmad1ately
took to mork They visited affected areas, helped organise
dafanse commlttees, joined peace marohasl_rESGUQd families and
did reliaf work, wherever thsy wers located in Delhi.' If either
as individuals or as an organisation, we have survived this
shattering experlence, in no small measurs it is dus to the
strength of our organlsatlon and to the kind of human relatlons
wa have - bu1lt over the years.

The immediate and actlUB 1nv01uement oF our membsrq
eventually oontrlbuted to the report "Who Are' the: Gu:.lty?‘i

Jha Report: The report was proodoéoaaﬁ bteak-neck spesd and was
released to the press, within a week of lifting of ‘curfeuw, on

Nov. 15, It received unprecedented publicity and acclaim. The
first &dition (5 500 of whloh PUDR "distributed 3000): was exhausted
within two weeks. (Wa learnt that pirated editions have come in
Dglhi and Bpmbay‘andreuon ‘abroad), - At.the same, tlme we also
became aware of the possibility that it may become an unwlttlng
instrument in the-hands'of Sikh communalists, We therefore added
a preface to the seoond edltlon which also has. a postuqorlpt
updating our Faot~F1nd1ng. (Dec. 20,000 copiss, of which pPuCL
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has 15,000). The Hindi editionis in the making. The
praparatlon of the report, the press CDnFerence, the printing
and distribution of the two editions and the preparing of the
Hindi booklet has msant continuous and unremitting work for
over two months, Apart from the straln on our activists, it
has consldarably burdened us Flnanclqlly. - Bur members have

made lDans which. have yet tobe returned a_positidn we have
not bpen in for the laqt two.years, Given the above strains,

we had to forgo our 4th annual convention,

The repoft, among other things, pointed to the failure
of opposition parties in responding to the riots., Predictably,
it has earﬂed the dlspleasure of some oF these partles._ The
Janata Party lsader Gpﬂrge Fernandes has sent us a letter ACCU=
sing us of mallca towards the Opp081t10n parties. An unfore
tunate outcome of the aduarse reaction oF OppDSltan parties
is that PUCL our co—partner in this“repurt unilaterally
wenti-to press with a-statement that 1nd1ractly s|rves: the

electoral 1nterests of these partles.

More 1mpnrtantly the naming of persan% alleged to
have been 1nuolued in the rluts has given us a new kind of
experiencs. In the past, unlike civil llbertmes organisations
working in the provinces, ws werg never faced wlth the
possibility of repfession ourselves, Since we have been
taking up issues outside Delhi,'we'héve remained physigally
distant from the Forcesﬂfhat we criticised and.expeseds This
report has radically changed the aituaﬁidh;k,Ihe statement of
Tajdar Babar, DPCC(I) President, viciously attacking our
roport as "inciting thae sdfﬁerers”, gave us days of tension,
Cur printers were and are being harrassed. Ard already we
have been served legal notice:of a RS;B lakh defamation suit,
Gn the whole we have proveked the wrath of the country's most
powerﬁul.anti-demUcratic forces whichhas its dangers both to
individual members and to the organisation., Hence even while

wa take Justlflable pride for the quallty, speed and courage ok
B Nete Aaserey, Shanid be MW jl sz
tnkrondiodion  gund Visdimes e Bibot, fothia
’04M»LLUQlliA~- ‘



—12-

of our response to the Delhi riots, we should exercise due caution
and ensure that our 1nteruent10n ~in any sxtuatlon is commensurate

with our preparedness.

IX, Oroanisation

At present ths membershlp etanes at 137 with 14 new
members Jjoining us, Two-o? our active members who are also.
secretaries of ths retlrlng executlve, T.Lv, ‘dubbarae and Sumanto-u'
Banerjee have l&ft.: .Both .were leadlng membe rs of .our Drganl- '
sation from the earliest: days and thelr absence is a sad loee.

We look forward to their prOmlsed return aftar tuo years. .

; There is a large qectlon QF our members with whom we
have cumpletely lost touchy: Our efforts to re-establish B i
contact with them havé riot beén succeseful.‘ It is ‘time-we fﬂ_ ‘
acknowledged thlS Fact and remove thelr names ‘at a formal leuel...'
Our activist meetlngs continue wlth v1gour svery Saturday., o '
The executive met 9 times. this year. Attendance at executlvef;;

mestings eometlmes has been uneatlsfactory.

Among the 1mportant 'issues debated in the executive:
has basn the pressures of legal wark: -and 1ts Flnan01al

problems. -It.uwas de01ded

1)  to henceforth llmlt cass’ Free of: legal costs,
However even in such cases we will reguest payment of

N

cyclostyling costs and court fees,

2) for all other cases, our lawyers will charge their

~professional fees.

At an informal organisation lével, we had extensive discussions

on communalism and on the Pun jab sitﬂationél.

This year we had a number of joint actlultles with
Fraternal organisations, - In one exceptlanal 1nstance, despite
an EC resolution taken a fsw years ago, we joined the Antia
EUlCtan Conmittee consisting of a number of organlsatlone.

In the past we hava aU01ded such ventures due to our Flnanclal
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and organisational limitations and to the petty tensions they
tend to generéte. Pug to certain contingencies we joined
this committes, contributed in tarms.of a pamphlet and meeting
(given abova) and a month later, in August, formally withdrew
from it when it transformed itself into a paermanent body.
Whils contlnu1ng to give support from the ocutside to various
fronts that are formed on various issuas, we should also
continue to be careful and cautlnus in our approach to joint
activitiss,

. Although we can claim to have achieved stability
and unity at the level of nganisation, as -in the past, wa
will have to be continually on guard to maintainm it in tha

coming year,

-

1984 has been a year of increased act1v1ty, naw
challsnges and naw ten51ons. The ability witgh whlch we managed
them this sventful yeat should enable us to face the uncer-
tainties of 1985,

Wishing all members a Happy New Year,
| s ‘
Dec, 30, 1984. o H»uﬂf“ v““‘

( SUDESH VAID )
Secretary, PUDR



	page 01.tif
	page 02.tif
	page 03.tif
	page 04.tif
	page 05.tif
	page 06.tif
	page 07.tif
	page 08.tif
	page 09.tif
	page 10.tif
	page 11.tif
	page 12.tif
	page 13.tif
	page 14.tif

