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//Baliapal evicted will be rehabilxtged at the cost of 1,500

Hari ans to lose land for mode

From §. P. Nanda
::u-pn. Apri 6 Abomll,soo
ivagi an lri?ln families in
W,_ alasore dis-
%cr_@s“imcﬂmdlmd if
government implements its
E:'%_éﬁflcﬁeme to_acquire the

“to set up model villages to

a section of the peo-
ple "t be displaced from the

proposed National Test Range -

(NTR) area.

ment officer to apprise them of
the government’s move to ac-
quire lands for rehabilitation
colonies.

Men, women and children who
attended the rally readily re-
sponded to the call of the lead-
ers, Mr Bhagey Gobardhan, Mr

and aru T
SUCI leaders), to participate in
Wednesday's demonstration.

QhEEiTui ghermarﬁnlu
MLAs), Ms Chhabirani Mohanty
Filars Be >

“Leaders of the NTR resistance | Pfie tribals’ re?onse was height-

committee, who addressed a

‘;'l:i'FcTEy"—_?H'e“éi
well-attended rally held yester- language given by

Lin their Santhali

day at Deula village under the Adivasi leader, Mr Bhagey
suspices of the commirttee’s Gobardhan,

.the three gra

the popular_

jans for more than two genera-
tions. The tribals constitute a
major chunk of the population of
panchayats,
which are situated outside the
test range site.

When asked, the district col-
iector, Mr Priyabrata Patnaik,
told this correspondent that the
people who would lose their
lands would get adequate com-
pensation if the lands were
found to be legally occupied by
them. Further, their homestead
lands would not be affected.

However, the tribals alleged
at the rally that the government
was yet to grant them records of

woman’s front, announced that '~ The government proposes to
thousands of people, both from acguire seyeral hundred ac es in
the Adivasi-Harijan villages and \Deula, \Madhapura lndm
the NTR area, would gherao the gram panchayats of Baliapal
district collector at Baliapal on block to set up model villages for Chayat samiti chairman, Mr
Wednesday, when he is sche- displaced persons.!This land has \ 8ashadh r_Pradhan and Mr

duled to meet sarpanches in the been possessed and is “being  MSwini Kumar atra, and the
office of the local block develop- cultivatéed by Adivasis and Hari- "~ working president of the NTR

R

Eight for the lands though they
ad been possessing them for

more than 100 years and regular-

ly paying rent. \PH€ local pan-

-other families

)| v1]lages

resistance committee, Mr Brun-
daban Raj, alleged that the gov-
ernment had violated the law by
not granting records of right
long after the stipulated 30
years of continuous possession
of the lands. They argued that
the government’s intention was
to deprive the poor tribals and
Harijans of the lands.

The local tribal leader, Mr
Renta Soren and several other
Adivasi inhabitants said the
lands were thejr only source of
livelihood aswhey did not have
any other occupation than cul-
tivation, although a few of them
having insufficient land resorted
to daily wage-earning jobs in the
area. The tribals would not_be
able to fall back upon any other
occupation in this coastal area
even if they @Efé__'_"l_s_;.'igs__c%ga-.
pensation, they pointed out!

The collector’s action in call-
ing only the three sarpanches of

- ‘gamitis, W

n

PN
fn A1

the ares to the April 8 meeting
was terined by the NTR resist-
ance committee members as “a
clever political move by the gov-
ernment to be able to first ac-
quire lands right near the NTR
site and secure a foothold there
and then to extend its land ac-
quisition operations to the prop-
osed NTR area.

Of the three sarpanches, two
belong to the Congress(I) and
the third to the Janata. This
would enable the government to
take a majority-backed decision
in favour of acquisition of land
with the so-called consent of the
| people’s representarives.

e nanded _that
both the panchayat samiti chair-
mapn of Baliapal and Jaleswar,-
who are Janata m g_ni all t_liE__{
sarpanches iy the two panchayat

‘'wiB antlude a large
maﬁ'éa_lxri of Janata members, be
10

the meeting.
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OW that the nation

has been o‘Hha
final and 'l:g

the missile test
t the coastal reglon of
ﬁ! rai in Balasore district.
countdown for the D- y
has started +in the Jush’ green
Eiliages between the coast canal
‘lnd ise Bay of Bengal, the’ 'MOSI
,prosperous countryside in 'a ;
:nanently - backward ‘stite! >

.nemral minister of stalé for de-'

lence. Mr-Arun Singh, the stien- |
ific adviser 10 the defence muinis- -
ity Mr
s Orissa revenue ministér, Mr Jugal
-Kishore, have,. in quick succes-
Ysion declared that-in the Jarger
hational intefests of modemisa-
stion of Indian defence. 102 sq.

*kfn area-in -the-noffh Balasore”

Ltoast compnsmg 68 villages

4 WheTe faminies of farmers

A nﬂd’ﬁshermen inhabit have 16 be
“ievacuated forthwith to make way

.. for the Juggernaut of the coun-

§

' #try’s development. .

The farmers. of course, have
-been given highsounding assur-
- ances of prompt compensation.
"Jobs have been promised to one
member of each family to be
displaced and efforts are already

© .afoot fo set up “model villages"

-+rehabilitate

‘in the nearby Basta block to
the. uprooted
peasants and fisherfolk. Obvious-

. sly the centre and state. govern-
. ‘ments are in a hurry to start
' usending missiles in their 5000 km.
"range and the defence scientists in

. their overalls seem to be wringing

“>their hands impatiently to mea-
vsure the destructive potential of
Jtheir darling projectiles.

Their man in the place; the

+ district magistrate. Mr Priyabrata
“Patnaik. has already vented his

‘Arunachalam and the:

leen on the vullagers who do not
re -this ‘ali-round ‘enthusiasm

;. “for the nation’s increased muscle
gecision to ei‘.n . pOwer. Eviction notiges sent cere-,

" moniously to ‘the farmers have
been nporudly tarn up. to the
dismay of these guardians of the”
.nation's defepce. Mr Patnaik has
expressed bis anguish over the
lnordmnte #elg{ of the statels
ahd ‘be Jo ‘om
‘n:cord that with the J.‘::Of suffy-
cient force pe can get-the villages'
cleared in aotjme. In fact. thete
is not' much time ‘2o jose g |
dcclston-makm di‘ﬁi‘n‘
!‘ence have fixed the quuﬂer
of this year to start lmssilc tuﬂng
nghl in full edrnest, .
~ Our talks with a CI'DSS-H:CUOTI
of the local pepulation ranging
from prosperous betel and
caghew merchants in whose
names Rs 2 lakh worth of foreign
exchange accumulate every day.
in the Pratappur_Branch of a
nation Eﬁs_ca“ggnk., all the way
down to the fishermen at
Choumukh. scraping their liveli-
hood from the daily struggle with
the sea—Ieft us in no doubt that
the defence planners are up
against a veritable people’s resist-
ance movement at the very gras-
sroots, The, chariot of massive
development projects which had
hitherto smashed its way through
.the tribal hamlets in obscure val-
leys predictably, comes to a
grinding halt once it has reached
the plains where live the farmers

and artisans. rich and poor. to’

whose succour rush national par-
ties of various hues from white to
red. The people’s refusal to being
reduced to the staté of refugees at
the mercy of a state governthent
impervious to the misery of the
common man. has found a reso-
lute spokesman in the Uttar Bala-

e
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. Baliapal, and no other
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3 .
) site, will have the national missile test range,
+ according to powers-that-be. But has this final decision weakened

_theresistance of thelocal population? No, says G. V. Nair,
who finds that the struggle against the test range has now assumed *
- -the character of a broadbased people’s movement.

©

sore Kshepanastra Ghanti Pratir-.

Committee, an umbrella

‘organisation in which are repre- -

sented political groups from Jana-

$a Party through hoth the Com-

nunist Parties and SU@Q to
AJCCRI(ML). :

;. The Committee has raised cer- .
rtain vital questions the answers to

twhich have not been forthcoming
+from the state government or the

centre. UF%;!EEULM“’{L
nature of the precigus missiles 10” popul“tion st Satbhia, as untrue
- -as ﬁm:‘m'[_!blil’_!! of clearsky_ . jects. defence or civil. .

- not be tested at Sriharikota on the

be tested at Baliapal which can-

Andhra coast from where
peri y-artihicial sa
- sent 1o space? The chief minister
himself. is ‘one of his effusive

moments. declared that the mis-

- siles ‘might traverse a 5.000 kin
‘distance before they hit the target
+in some polar region. Obviously,

.that kind of missile is meant to

;carfy not crackers children let off
at Kali puja. Are these misiles
‘meant for “nuclear purposes” as
Mr Direndra Sarma, author of
India’'s Nuclear Estate . quite
reasonably suspects?

;

Secondly. in the selection of a
site, have defence needs been the
sole oriterioni? The alternate sites
mentioned at the talks between
the Janata leaders and the prime
.minister, namely Dwarka in Gu-

vegion in Orissa tself. fav - been

dismissed on grounds. as fimsy as..

"Esjmmzahsmﬂawdilc
]

in t

Andamans.. and as be-
la

re

Rijasthan. Mr Samarendra Kun-
‘du. the former central minister.
who is one of the leaders of the
movement at Baliapal. has in a
statement exposced the hypocrisy
of the centre in concedling the
one real reason for the selection
of Baliapal as the site for the test
range. According to: him, the
-arbitrary selection of Baliapal is a
direct follow-up of the rejection
by the Karnataka povernment
headed by Ramakrishna Hegde

- of The central proposal (0 make ~
Bindur in South Kannadd a gifi 1o~

the defence ministry,

§ Another quesfion which agi-
¢ tates the minds of the inhabitants

in the Baliapal area concerns the

. state Government's very gener-
. ous offer of rehabilitation facili-

* ties and jobs. They wonder what
- remote credibility can the state-
i‘'ments of the chief minister poss-
“ibly have in the light of the
* shamefaced confession he himself
made on the floor of 1he state
assembly ‘barely six months agd
that. even after 11 years of the
completion of the Rangali dam.
in Sambalpur, no less than 22.(x0
{ tribals rendered homeléss out of a
j-total of 35.000 are still 1o have a
! rpof over their heads. And some’
iregular means of livelihood.
Indeed. the " exhornations to
¢ make sacrifices for the nation so
¢ frequently voiced by those who
" proudiy walk the corridors of
- power in Bhubancswar and De-
{lhi. have a strange ringabout

ere lzbou as the proximit: of
ateffitesare~ Pakistan border to Gujarat and

§ them. They are meant to rousc _

¢«the patriotism_of only _those.
; whom _the nation_has not_given

mucrh Mine mav laoitimatelv woan.

der at the record of sclf-sacrifice
by those who rule the roost in the

" country. They seem to be sing- .

‘ularly _deficient_in_their _proc-
" laimed love of motherfand to the
int of not keeping th2ir money
. their dear country’s own banks.
The scions of princely families,
.who are_in_the ascendancy in
Delhf's power Structure have not
.offered any of their palaces to
those hapléss compatriots ren-
‘dered homeless by their pet pro-

It is these unanswered ¢ >
tions that have compelied e
peasants and fishermen of Baliap-
al-Blograi_to spurn the govern-,
ment’s offer of compensation and
rehabilitation as unave -thy of con-
sideration. Ever since the gleeful
-announcement of chief minister J.

. B. Patnaik on his return from a
visit to Delhi i July 1984 that
Onssa would be proud to have a
central project of vital import-
ance in North Balasore. the peo-
ple of these villages have known
no peace of mind. At hundrods of
meetings. in gheraos of the collec-
tor at the block offices and in two
district-wide bandhs, they de-
monsirated their attachment to
their 2ncestral homes which they
refuse to hand over to the defence
ministry. And when their cries of.
anguish went unheeded. they de-
clared that government vehicles
would have to enter the area over
their bodies.

Last year in March, when the
then district collector., Mr [swar
Das. made a surprise visjt to the
area he was gheraocd by a crowd
of about a thousand people. He
was forced to leave his jeep be-
hind and walk upto the coast
canal and then seen off. Today.
the youth front of the KGPC
mans four check gates with which
critry into the area is restricted.

" The check gates at Panchpali in

the west, Kaliapada in the south.
Kachua and Jamkunda in the

north bear the notice ‘written in

Oriya: “This land is ours. this sea

is ours. Entry of government

vehicles is prohibited.”™ The chief

‘minister cancelled twice his prop-

osed visits 1o the area. The collec-

tor has ceased to visit the biock

nfine after  larsiass; thic “wameas

-

when he was shown black flags by
thousands of people assembled at
Baliapal. . : .

The state povernment. .on its
qart, continues to retaliate

SFEIinst this. N eration.
T s e .
mmmnt-mﬂﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁ

of its own. For the i

or the last six months. .
supply of kerosene and sugar in
: rmw

NG Thair k

s
yTaintenance work o
schools } n undertaken. Jt
wﬁjl_ie d by the villagers !;"ﬁal1
ﬁ %mgkwgm

even stipen

class students have been ‘sus-

pended.” Not surprisingly. one

newspaper has gone to the length
of calling Baliapal India’s Jaffna’.
When asked what would be the
form of resistance if armoured
cars teat through the check gates.
the block chairman “Sasadhar
Pradhan gives & pensivé reply.
*'People here are fidt in'a mood to
Tun away at the sight of army

. vehicles. At least we can throw

ourselves under the wheel. But
then we will not be alone in the
struggie to save our hearth and
home . Peace-loving people all




O

over the world will be with ps, Starvation. We send hilsa and |
. What will th vermment do _ prawn to Calcutfa cven. Now if
then?" . e some sarkari bahus come and tell
Basanti Chanll mather of fowr_gie to cleir vut. 1 won't take it
t. children. was having a discussion - Jying down..l.2ell vou.” He and
{ - with the womnen of Jamatkula, all' Jwaléndtd Jena then hurriedly
t,'members of Nuri Sumukhva the | assembled the Maran Senu of the
women’s front of the KGPC. She  village. They dgn the red caps. lift
10ld us. “We women of Baliapal, _the fist in unisof: ands ask us to,

s, T 2

e

huve o repitation
WITh @ generous hand. No hungry
nvan has ever left our villuge
P unfed. To turn beggars ourselves
tin some inhospitable towns s
E'somﬂhing we cannot think of. So

we have taken a vow: better die
i here as housewives than die in
! cuttack as beggar women. Ame
morla pore ame saber oopar
ghanii hobo.

- Kartik Das. a student of class
X1 _in Subarnarekha College at
Baliapal. laughed awav our
‘advice to enroll his pame at the
‘employment _exchange specially
‘opened at Baliapal for the voung
smén of The locality, At Dantinida
‘already the building has come up
for a spinning mill supposedly to
ivé éemployment to the voungs-

(=%

ters of the displaced families.

FKartik makes a grimace of con-
Ztempt .and says: We two
“brothers own 10 acres of land
famd make Rs 50000 a year just
. by selling betel leaves -and
F another Rs 3(0LOMO0 by selling
cashew nuts. Have we gone mad
. to forsake this golden earth in
exchange for a miserable job in
“some factory? The government
“ has to do moré than that to take
‘.-hiy land away, sir.”
»  Ramakrishna Majhi is a fisher-
yman who lives in the seaside
iwillage of Dogra. This is what he
thas to say: "Our forefathers came
’;fmgn Midnapore and settled here.
“The mother sea has been kind to
‘us and we have never known

of giving alms  take a

photograph: 2'Let the %
‘ministers see whio are members .
the death squad in Dogra. Publish
the picture. please.” ’

Durjay Patra. an active worker
of the committee at Jamatkula.
owns -a flourishing betel and
cashew export business. We ask
him what will happen if the rail-
ways refuse 10 Toad The betel
buskets and cashew bags. “We
shall hire lorries. Anf if the roads
are Blocked we sRalT Tet the betel
Teaves roi heére. Do U Think that
we-coutd be cowed that casv.™

As we return to Buliapal 1o
catch the last bus to Balasore, we
had-the iineasy feeling that in the
villagex beyond the coast canal
towards the sea. in the arcadian
landscape of cocoanut groves and
cashew gardens. a whule com-
munity s astir to add o new
chapter of people’s movement,

Have the battle hnes been
drawn already? Have the povern-
ment and the people ‘it purports
‘to serve reached @ point of no
return? And what s in store for
these sturdy farmérs and proud
fishermen. once they are exposed
to the full blast of the state power
with ity own scale of values and-
list of priority? So many questions
ning lopd anf ¢lear as the govern-
ment, on the one hand continues
to entice and threaten in the sume
breath and the people. on the
other. continue to resist  with
ever-increasing ardour and deter-
mination. '



range at Baliapal-5 "

From Our Staff Correspondent
BHUBANESWAR.

VEN as the Government of

India 15 more determined
now than in the past to locate the
National Test Range at Baliapal
in Orissa’s Balasore District, the
resistance movement by thou-
sands of le who will be
displaced from Baliapal has of

late gathered momentum with -

no sign of abatement.

This has resulted in delay in im-
plementation of a project of strategic
importance for an indefinite period.

The massive Rs. 128<rore rehabi-
litation announced by the
Government has so far failed to per-

The States
Orissa

suade the people affected to leave
Baliapal and allow the defence autho-
rities to start the construction work on
the project. The State Government
which 1 10 acquire and hand over land
to the defence authorities is epparently
biding its time to avoid a direct
confrontation with the people affected
&s this will inevitably lead to bloodsh-
ed.

Indeed a war of nerves has been
continuing unabated between  the
Orissa Government on the onc hand
and the people afTected on the cther
for the last onc and 2 hall years.
Although the Government s con-
cerned about the “do or die™ attitude
of thousands of the people affected for
quite 2 long period, it still hopes that
the edge of the resistance movement
will be scfiened in course of time VA
it is, the affected arc, however, in no
mood 1o keave Baliapal voluntarily and
move 1o the Government-sponsorcd
rehabilitation centres.

The State Government had made
severa) sttempts in the past to bring
home to the people through a show of
police force that there is no other
glternative for them but to leave Ba-
liapal without, however, any result. On
the contrary this has strengthened the
determination of the people to offer
intensified resistance unitedly.

The latest strategy of the Govern-
ment appears to be 0 first complete
construction of the proposed model
village near the site of the National
Test Range at Baliapal which will

/ as rehabilitation centres for the
/ people who will be displaced at Ba-

|

Lapal. Till then the affected will not be
disturbed though a sustained cam-
uimwilicnnﬁnuelobringlmnﬂcw

o lay down their lives instead of
moving out of Baliapal if force s
applied to displace them

So far all activities of defence per-
sonnel as well as that of Centra! and
State Government officials are noti-
""" blc outside the actual site of the
T “test range because of the
physical blockade imposed by those
affected, including men, women and
children” Gauging théir wiath even~
Chief Minister J.B. Patnaik had to

Cancel T i 1o Bkl fuded inihe
ST alfeed T el &
“suicide squad™ to resist their forcible

displacerment. ~

ONLY SUITABLE SITE

The Government of India has made
it clear that Baliapghjs the only suit-
able site in the where the
proposed National Range can be

located. The range will be used for
testing muissiles, rockets and space
vehicles and for launching of satellites
at a later stage. Further it will under-
take evaluation tnals by the three
defence services, practice fining of
long-range missiles, electronic warfare
dynamic testing as also some ether
functions.

However, there is no proposal for
maling Baliapal Testing ground for
nuclear warfare. Replying to a letter
from a Janata Pany leader in this
regard, Prime Minster Rajiv Gandhi
has denied the allegation that the
proposed range was tanlamount 1o
planting the sceds of a nuclear war.
Stating categorically that there was no
proposal to tzst or use mussiles with
nuclear warheads, the Prime Minister
reminded Mr. Patnak of India’s
commitment 0 the peaceful use of
nucelar energy “which is the greatest
guarantec against any nuclear war
from our side”™. However, the Prime
Minister did not reply to the queny
made by Mr. Patnaik whether India
would be obliged to revise its option in
respect of use of nuclear weapons if
circumstances 8o demanded in future

In ruling out the possibility of
shifting the site of the propased test
range from Balapal to some other
place, the Government of India has
emphasised that Baliapal happens to
be the only suitable site for tuch a
range in view of “overriding scientific
and technical compulsions.” The three
existing test range sites at Sriharikota,
Pokharan and Suryalanka do not meet
these requirements. In the archipelago
of The Andaman and Nicobar [slands,
there is no suitable site where the test
range can be located. Studies were
made to find an alternative site for the
test range in Andhra Pradesh, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Gujaral, Rajasthan and

fest gzl But none of the sites
were Tound suitable,

<

range site

Because of the protests being made
persistently by the affected people as
elso different Oppasition parties, par-
Party, the land requirements of the
test range have becn reduced from
115 square kilometres to 68 squarc
kilometres and that of the safety zone
from 45 aquare ki to M
square kilometres a result the
number of affected families stand re-
duced from sbout 11,600 w 6,100
consisting of 41,000 people. Cultiva-
tion and fishing will be al in the
safety zone when there i no ust

FERTILE AREA

The point being focussed by the
people affected as well s different
Oppasition parties is that the wea
carmarked for the Nastional T:st
Range is in fact the omsis of Orissa

isting of s fertile green beh with
b!mght

economic prosperity they now enjoy.
Now tbat e Gowermament of 1ok
has taken a final decision to set up the
National Test Range at Baliapal, a
high leve! ik force comsisting of
officials of the Orissa and Central
Covernments hac been formed to im-
plement the Rs. | . prograinme

of rehabilitation of 6100 families 1o be 1+

evicted from the test range sitelband
has already been acquired for about 50
per cent of the range area where there
had been n6 population .

Under the rehabilitation program-
me all displaced familics will be res-
cttled In model viliages to set yp
within 15 kilometres of their homes
Even landless persons will be accom-
modated in these villages. FEvery
family will be provided with a per-
manent house in model villages be-
sides community facilities like schools,
hospitals, water supply and play-
grounds. The displaced families will be
paid adequate compensation for their
land to be acquired To provide job
opportunities for unskilled and semi-
skilled persons nine industrial projects
including a textile mills, an oil mill, a
vanaspati plant and an agricultural
implements factory will be set up Th
National Test Range will also offer
500 jobs to suitable persons from
among those who will be displaced.
Besides, schemes for self-employment
will be financed by banks on a priority
basis.

The people affecied are, however,
least concerned with the package of
rehabilitation facilities. They have

pledge not 10 move out of the

villages inside the site earmarked
for the National Test Range which till
now remains, for all practical purposes,
forbidden land for defence personnel
and officials of the Central and Orissa
Governments. Leaders of the people

tcularly the Biju Patnaik-led Janata

{actors which weighed in favour of
Baliapal as the National Test Range
site is the existence of more than 100
kilometres of coastline in a crescen
shape which will facilitate the de-
plicyment of electronic tracking in-
struments. This again will offer: pro-
tecion 10 air and sea routes from
day-ioday medium and shorl range
missile firing. The Nilgiri Hills near.
an ideal opporiunity Tor tracking and
surveillance by radar. Fu:}ﬁ}ﬂfe Ba-
liapal site offers a_clear zone of firing.
in_the southern _direction_ with the

required safety zone s, ac-

These are, however, not_convincing
to Iu:n of different tion
partics i icularly the Biju
Patnaik-ded Janata have
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‘Scrap test range plan’

By A Sttt Reporter

NEW DELHI, December 21,
HE National Committee for
Solidarity on Baliapal and
Bogarai today presented a
memorandum signed by about
4,000 concerned persons to the
President, Mr R. Vankalaraman.
They appealed to the new govern-
ment not to establish the proposed
National missile Test Range
(NTR) in this pnnicular region of
Balasore district in Orissa.

The project intends to acquire 55
villages covering an area of 102
squarc km, with a plan to resettle
6,500 families who will be affected.
However, according to the Uttara
Balasore Khepanashtra Ghati
Pratirodh Samiti (KGPS), a protest
movement of local activists and
environmentsalists, nearly 1 lakh
people will be displaced, if fish-
erpeople and migrant labourers set-
tled there are included in these
statistics.

The KGPS has been agitating for
almost four years, using non-
violent satyagraha methods. They
have erected barricades on all ap-
proach roads to the area so that no
government vehicle can get to the
site. They claim to have the sup-
port of local politicians. The only
time the barricades were opened
was when the Janata Dal candidate
from Balasore, an ordent en-
vironmentalist, requested that
there be free movement of election
machinery in the area for three or
four weecks. There was 100 per cent
. turnout of voters in support for
this candidate, Mr Samarendra
Kundu, who won his campaign.
ISLAND OF PEACE: “The local

villagers are not questioning the
issue of arms or the necessity of
defence preparedness,” said Mrs
Sujata Mehta, a spokesperson for
the KGPS. “Their appeal is in-
nocuous. They are merely asking to
be left alone on their island of
peace. If destructive weapons are a
must for the nation, why cannot
another site be chosen for testing
them, such as the desert or a
sparsely populated region? This
will not only explode into an en-
virenmental issue, 1t is also a de-
nial of the fundamental right of
security, to people who are already
uni ivileged.”
Mrs Mehta also pointed out that
there would be a.massive loss of
agricultural revenue “in a state that
suffers from famine ev few
years, Balasore is with
fertile soil that has mide it the rice
bowl of Orissa, and productive of
four other cash ¢rops —
nmts, cashew, coconuts,
and betel Jeaf—the ‘Banarasi patta
that is marketed all over India

Even the poorest farmers can grow.

this and eam 25 10 30 thousand
rupees anually from a small plot
How are the to survive, if
they are rel homeless, in a
state where industries are under-
developed .and there is already
massive unemployment™?

Prof. Manoranjan Mohanty of
Delhi University alleged that the
former government chose Orissa as
the site for the NTR because of its
“political vulnerability,” since it
was a Congress-ruled state. “Other
potential sites were rejected —
West Bengal and Andhra because
they were under opposition rule.

Gujarat has a lot of desert area, but

it is 100 near the Pakistan border,
and the western seaboard, which
has heavy marine traffic. They
preferred the eastern coast which
undergoes much more silting, and
as a consequence has less shipping
backlog. Plus Onissa alrcady has
defence projects in nine districts,
which 1s an asset for the NTR co-
ordination. The interim test range
from where the missile Agni was
fired was set up by the Bntish in
the 1940s, about two hours from
Bahapa] 1t has not been expanded
since, but now ai the expense of
displacing lakh of helpless citizens,
the Centre wants a permanent,
massive set-up. The Orissa chief
minister, Mr J. B. Patnaik, in fact
described the range as “a Puja gift
from Mrs Indira Gandhi’ Then
with the 1985 election he promised
not to pve permission for its in-
stallation, but went ‘back om his
words™.
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Plea against mlssﬂe
test range at Balipal

NEW DELHI. Dec. 22

In @ unique endeavour renowned scientists
academics. hterateurs. ariists. social activiets.
professicnals. journalists and media people have
joined hands to put preasure on the Government
to reconsider its decision to locate the Nationa!
Test Range (NTR) in Balipa! and Bhogeri blocks
of Orissa’s Baiasore district

As a firs! step activists of the Nationa! Com-
mittee for Solidarity for Belipal and Bhogar:, on
Thursday. released signstures of over 4.000
prominent citizens to mobilise pubhc opinion
against the project. A list of signatures was sent
to the President, Mr A Venkataraman The Na-
tional Test Range is a project that wiil researcn,
test and launch small, medium 'n*er*nedrate Tand’

long range missiles.

Among those who have signed are. Dr M. P
Bhargava (Director, Centre for Cellular and Moi-
ecular-Biology). Prof. S Chandrasekhar (Direc-
tor, Raman Research Institute. Bangalore). Mr K
N. Mukherji (Governor of Punjab) Mr N. Jayal
(Director, INTACH), Baba Amte (social activist),
Mr. Shivrem Karanth (iterateur) and Om Puri
(film actor) — Our Staff Reporter
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‘NATIIYD'N'AL TEST RANGE
Centre asked to
reconsider location

By a Staff Reporter

N all, 135 scientists, academi-
cians, artists, secial activists and
mediapersons have appealed to the

Nationa! Front Government to “re-.

consider the location of the Nation-
_ &l Test Range (for thissiles) in

In akﬂerhﬁﬁl’:emduﬁ,they

" called -upoh'-him 86 put forward

their views beforé he new Govemn-
ment since “the decision to locate
the project'in a naturally rich and
resourceful area contradicts its
own policy not to destroy but to aid

the people and erg&:%em to at-
'tai:i‘t;bétt’ef eglyle”. ®
The letter, e at a Press

tonference in mneihxm Thurs.
day. voiced appréhension
that the test rahge Mwm
that Wﬂl?‘f‘ ramar ol ot o
launch smnl;, edx-
até Tong” and” 3

ental missiles” mﬁw"necrfuture

rights.

“This struggle (of the people.,
there) transcends political affilia-@
tions and covers an area of about..
100 square kilometres, encompass-!
ing 55 villages. The area benefits,
not only its inhabitants but also’
generates income for those in Oris-
sa and in other parts of the coun-
étry.”ﬁead the letter. .

““The signatories to the letter in-

‘clude Rajni Kothari, Vijay Tendul-
‘kar; Tyeb Mehta, Nayantara Seh-

gal; Raghava Menon, Zai Whitekar,

‘Satyajit Ray, Om Puri, Aparna Sen,

Mrinal Sen, Justice P. S. Potti, Atul

- Setalvad, Gobinda Miikhoty, Nir-.

Press mal Mukarji; ‘R. C. Ditt, Dileep,

‘Purohit, Narayan Desai, Dr Mira

Shiva, Sharad Kulkamni and Nahm
Jaya]

Sl

Appeal torelocate
missile test range >

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Dec. 21
~ More than one lakh peopie of
Baliapal and Bhogarai blocks of Bala-
sore district of Orissa have been peace-
fully protesting for the last four years
' against the setting up of a National
*Test Range (NTR), India’s first missile
“4est base in the area.
* In a memorandum prcsenled 13]
“President R. Venkataraman here to-
"day, scientists, social activists and
" journalists urged the President to put
“forward their viewpoint before the
new Government to reconsider the
* ‘Jocation of the NTR. project.
- These people have unitedly strug-
«-gled 1o fight against the NTR for their
t« basic rights over natural resources as
¥ well as the land and the sea that gener-
, ates them. The NTR is a project that
" will research, test and launch small,

HT-

medium intermediate and long and
possibly intercontinental missiles.

These people have been engaged in
a peaceful non-violent struggle for
obtaining the rights guaranteed by the
Constitution, for adequate livelihood,
for a clean environment and for surviv-
al — at economic, social and cultural
levels. :

According to the memo presented
to the President this struggle trans-
cends political affiliations and covers
an area of 100 square kilometres en-
compassing 55 villages. This area is
part of the district of Balasore, consi-
dered the rice bowl of the State.

In addition to rice this area also pro-
duces groundnut, cashewnut, coconut
and betef leaf. The Government’s de-
cision to locate the project in a natural-
ly rich and resourceful area, contra-
dicts its own policy not to destroy but
to aid the people to obtain better life
styles.




F Kalahandi in Orissa is Indi-
a’s little Ethiopia, Baiiapal is
our own tiny Jaffna,

~ This proposed site for the
National Test Range (NTR) for
missiles and rockets, is under
siege. Fearing displacement, over
one lakh inhabitants of the chosen

S

site have sealed all entry points

into the area. Officials have not
been allowed to step in for the {ast
two years.

In turn, the government has put
up an ‘“‘economic blockade”, to
break the popular wil! against the
test range. The blockade has now
been partially lifted. Essential
supplies, however, are still not
available in four of the cight
panchayats in the area.

Battle lines are thus sharply
drawn. The peopie of Baliapal
refuse to leave their hearths and
homes, making way for the test
range. “We do not wish to be-
come refugees in our own home-
land,” they say. The government
also has so far not budged. It
keeps reiterating, that the test
range will come up at Baliapa! -
come what inay.

Passions are consequently run-
ning high. Evervone appears to be
ranged against the fest range. The
children of Baliapal have not pone
untouched. Thev do not play nor-
mal games anymere, but imitate
dharnas  and  demonstrations
staged by elders against the test
range, Five-year-old Subash ges-
ticulates frantically, as he tries to
keep pace with Sanjoy Patro, a
student of class six. “Sanjoy is
supposed to be leading a proces-
sion of agitators. The procession
is faked but the spirit is for real.
*The land is ours, the sea is ours.
Government better go back.”
Their playful siogan, neverthe-
less, is akin to what their eiders
often raise.

On the shores of the Bay of
Bengal, just where the river Sub-
arnarekha joins the sea, Baliapal-
Bhograi in Balasore district of
Orissa is the selected site for the
test range, to be used by the
Ministry of Defence and the De-
partment of Space. This Rs 1,000
crore project will result in dis-
placement of 6,100 families and
eat up ‘68 sq km of lush green
fertile land.

In fact, initial slans were for
acgquiring over 110 sq km, which
would have displaced over 1,000
{amilies. But taking note of the
popular resentment, the govern-
meiit chose to scale down the arca
to be taken over.

And as per detailed plans spelt-
out so far, the entire area is to be
divided into three different zones,
Zone A would have the main
project and has to be completely
cleared of inhabitants. Zone B is
to be the safety zene, from where
people would be driven out, but
fishing and farming would be
allowed. Zone C would house the
residential guarters of defencc
staff.

Check-gate in the Baliapal area: people's hlockade

But then, why Bahapal? 'This
query seems to be nagging every-
one. Baliapal is no backward,
underdeveloped arca. nor is its
populace under-nowrished  and
poverty stricken. Its fertile soil
has made Baliapal the granary of
Orissa.

The region earns annually Rs 5
crove by selling betel lzaves, fish,
coconnt and groundnoet, Tts 30 km
long coastline provides a liveli-
hood for cver 1,500 fishermen,
who earn Rs 10 crore for the state
every year. The test range in

Baliapal would inean an end to all

ermber of the “death squad™ *

these.

Cithers too would be badly hit,
if not crippled for the rest of their
lives. Viilage weavers would no
more weave and traditional arti-
sans would no more enthral with
their art works. Petty tradess
would be robbed of their earnings
and daily labourers their means of

existence.

What irks the inhabitants the
most is Baliapal's current afflu-
ence which the goverament is
secking o replace. Its prosperity,
besides the high density of
population in the region, would
normally have put off a project
which would result in displace-
ment. Against Orissa’s average
population density of 151 per sg
km, Baliapat has 441 per sq km.
In Bhograi, it is as high as 538 per
sg km. Thickly populated as this
region is, where will they all go?

The resistance to the test range
project, sterns from this very deep
sense of uncertainty. The peopies’
resolve is unbending. “They can
have the range only on our
graves,” Dieath squads have been
formed and men, women and
children have jomed them alike.
“Let them come and beat us, but
we are not moving out. They will
get tired of beating us,” says
Manmatho, a prominent member
of the death squad.

“Where do we go,” asks Durga
Patre of Jamatpula villuge some-
what helplessly, A Congress sup-
porter, Patro is active in pecple’s
resisiance, For tie sake of our
land, party afiiliaticns are no bar-
riers, maintained  Patro, an
affluent betel leaf grower. What
Baliapal is witnessing today is an
unique confluence of people, of
different atfiliations and varied
packgrounds. The rich and the
poor have joined hands in popular
resistance, Activists are from poli-
tical partics of varied hues - some
Congressmen, some Janata, some
Communists, some Naxalites.

OCKADE ]

A remarkable pejple’s movement in
Baliapal, Orissa, las successfully pre-
vented local gover iment officials from
visiting the proposed site for. the
National Test Ranye (NTR) for the last
two years. Fearing the consequences
of displacement i’ the project is im-
plemented, the petple of Baliapal have
literally dug in their heels and refuse

People destroying plinths dug by government contractors ar the proposed site

-

to move. RUBEN BANERJEE reports.

And unlike at other places,
women here are playing a domi-
nant tole. At the beck of their
leaders, they pour cut of their
homes. The three entry points
into the area have been sealed
and a round-the-clock wvigil is
maintained at the check-gates, At
the sight of an approaching gov-
ernment vehicle, conch shells are
blown and brass utensils banged
and the alarm is relayed to the
interior of the region within no
time,

Officials have failed to pene-
trate the barricade during the last
two years, Even the police have
been refused entry. The Peoples’
Comunittee, set-up to spearhead
the agication, adjudicares disputes
of any kind. Two or three murders
were reported and on cach ocea-
sion, a few handpicked policemen
were allowed in, asked to remove
the corpse and then leave.

One striking quaiity of the
Bahapal people 1s the warm hospi-
tality they extend to guests. Yet,
also remarkable is their persistent

Fem— —

hestility towards government ser-
vants, The District Collector has
tried time and again to penetrate,
but has failed each time. On
February 3 this year, platoons of
policemen were moved in as the
Collector prepared a final assault.
In retaliation, over 30,000 villa-
gers ghersoed the block head-
quarters. In face of their resili-
ence, the Collector chose to go
back.

The Collector is not alone to
have run away. Even elected Con-
gress(l) legislators from the re-
gion have had to flee, fearing the
peoples’ wrath. Judhistir Jena,
Congress(I) MLA from Baliapal
once sneaked in, but was soon
chased out. Mrs Umaiani Patro,
the party legislator from Bhograi,
has no sagction te enter the zone.

Initially, she had made public
her objection to the test range and
sought the party High Command’s
permission to resign her Assembly
seat. Once she even went on a
hunger-strike i front of the Chief
Minister’s residence here. But
then, the Chief Minister had a

discussion with her and her
opposition to the test range
vanished, Now she vouches that
her service is needed for the “re-
habilitation™ of those to be dis-

placed.
The people’s resilience is ex-
traordinary. Gadadhara Giri’s

death shook the movement, but
could never spell its end. Others
have moved in to fill the void. Mr
Brundavan Raj, a freedom-
fighter, is currently at the centre
of the agitation. His flesh has
grown old, but his bones are still
strong. This young man of 70
vears treks 30 km a day, moving
from village to village binding the
pecple together. “No test range,”
Brundavan Raj says with a glow
in his eyes. “We will not allow
that,” he affirmed confidently.

Sashadar Pradhan, currentiy
the general secretary of the Peo-
ple’s Committee against the test
range, asks, “Can they compen-
sate for our ancestral soil,?” De-
finitely not, Mr Pradhan reaf-
firms. “No land on earth can
compensate for the lands we have
inherited from our forefathers.”
Inhabitants of Baliapal-Bhograi
are not swayed at all by govern-
ment assurances of adequate coin-
pensation and rehabilitation. All
that the government has been
uttering on rehabilitation has
been viewed with suspicion and
distrust.

The administration claims that
everyone displaced would be
given a house and an alternative
job. But there are hardly any
takers for such promises. They
know that people diplaced by the

ALIAPAL

Hirakud Dam and Rengali dam
projects yecars ago in other parts
of Orissa have yet to be rehabili-
tated.

There are other practical con-
siderations that have forced villa-
gers to believe that they will live
through hell, once evicted from
their homes. The government has
grandiose plans of starting indust-
rial units in the area to provide
alternative jobs. A spinning mill,
a dairy plant, and cottage units
arc planned. But for whom, ask
those who will be displaced, For
ages, they have been farmers,

Brundaban Raj: determined
fishermen or plantation workers.

“Is it possible to change their voca-

tion overnight?

On July 31, 1984 Chief Minister
J.B. Patnaik had announced the
location of the test ranmge at
Baliapal. On his return to the
state capital from one of his
routine trips to Delhi, Patnaik had

then boasted of bringing a “gift”
for these people of Baliapal, “The
defence project will open job ave-
nues in plenty,” The Chief Minis-
ter gloated before newsmen at the
Bhubaneswar airport. But few
had a premonition then that the
professed “gift” would be a curse
in disguise, i

Facts spilled out gradually. As
more and more details of resulting
displacements emerged, resent-
ment grew. But why Baliapal?
Could not the site for the test
range be shifted to some other
place.

Former State Chief Minister,
Nilamani Routary has recently
been engaged in a running-battle
with Union Defence Minister,
K.C. Pant, pressing that the test
range be moved to the Andaman
Islands. Many Opposition leaders
have also strongly opposed its
location at Baliapal. They include
Biju Patnaik, former union Minis-
ter of State for External Affairs,
Samarendra  Kundu, former
AICC  general secretary, S.S.
Mohapatra, veteran Sarvodaya
leader, Malati Chowdhury and
Orissa  Janata Party general
secretary and ML A, Bhagwat Be-
hera. Support has been extended
by national Opposition leaders as
well. Madhu Dandavate has ex-
pressed opposition to the test
range. So has Mrinal Gore. Janata
president Chandra Shekhar has
stated, “If Baliapal is the best site
for the range, let it be shifted to
the next best site.”

The fight against the test range
thus continues, childrer: continue
to write letters to “Uncle Rajiv”,
pleading to spare their homes.
Their pleas, however, seem to
have falien on deaf ears.

Defence experts are convinced
about  Buliapai’'s geographical
location, its shallow sea and unen-
ding coastline. The shallow sea
would ensure that enemy ships or
submarines do not come close.
The Nilgiri Hills, just 20 km away
provide a naturai high altitude
observation point. The seemingly
endless coast is a safe ground for
missiles, For defence experts
Baliapal is the most suitable loca-
tion.

Suggestions to shift the site
have been shot down almost with
contempt. Satabhayua in Cuttack
district has been rejected cn
grounds that it might endanger
the Paradip Port. The Andamans
have been rejected for the pro-
hibitive costs of locating a test
range there. Dwarka in Gujarat
has been found unsuitable for its
provimity to Pakistan and the
Sagar islands reportedly for their
soft soil.

The casualty, thus has to be
Baliapal and Bhograi, profess the
experts. But unrelenting are the
villagers toc. The bonds with their
anpeestral homes are too strong to

“besnapped easily. And this the

government must have realised

now
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Hindustan Times Correspondent

BHUBANESWAR, May 17 —
Chief Minister Janaki Ballav Patnaik
today said that efforts would be made
to bring an end to the opposition by the
people of Baliapal in Balasore district
and impress upon them to allow the
setting up of the National Missile Test
Range there.

It may be noted that thousands of
poeple of that area have barricaded
the proposed site of the range and do
not allow any Government officer to
enter the area.

The agitationists are demanding
shifting of the project elsewhere as this
was the most fertile land in the State.
The setting up of the project here will
lead to unemployment and uprooting

. of many families. The would be

affected families are not convinced
with the Government assurances that
they would be rehabilitated in model
villages and provided adequate com-
pensation.

The agitationists under the lead-
ership of Opposition leacer and Presi-
dent of the State unit of Janata Party
Biju Patnaik have agreed to have a
dialogue with the Government tomor-
row at Balasore. Chief Minister will
lead the Government delegation.

Mr Patnaik in an informal chat said
that it was now three years that people
of that arca were resisting the project
and running a Government of their
own and that efforts would be made to
persuade them to call off the agitation

and maintain peace in the area.

He pointed out that he was always
willing for a peaceful talks with the
Opposition parties and the agitation-
ists but the latter were always reluctant
to do so.

He said that now they have agreed
to hold a meeting and some solution
would be found to end the deadlock
which was there for the last three
years.

Mr Biju Patnaik is reported to have
said that efforts would be made to have
the project shifted elsewhere and not
disturb the families of Baliapal.

Plea to keep
Leh identity

Hindustan Times Correspondent

NEW DELHI, May 17 — Minor-
ities Commission member Kushok
Bakula today met Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi and apprised him of the
Buddhists’ concern in Ladakh over the
recent activities of some Christian mis-
sionaries in the region.

Mr Bakula handed over a letter to
the Prime Minister stating that a
Mizoram based Christian missionary
organisation had recently taken 50
young Buddhist children from Leh to
Srinagar for indoctrination. A book
written by a Christian had added fuel
to the fire.

He said a peaceful dharna was on at
Leh Chowk and so far no State Gov-
ernment Minister had visited the city.
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Harbhajan Singh Bhaji, visited the
affected families in the morning and

From Rakesh Bhandari

BALASORE (Orissa), May 18 —
Normal civil administration is likely to
be restored in the Baliapal area of this
district soon after a gap of nearly three
years.

Thousands of people here had
erected a barricade around 60 odd vil-
lages, and do not let any Government
official inside the villages in protest
against the setting up of the national
missile test range there.

The people have been demanding
shifting of the project as this would
render them homeless and jobless.

The Central and State Governments
made all efforts to restore administra-
tion in the Baliapal area, where the
people are running a parallel Govern-
ment of their own. The State Govern-
ment represented by Chief Minister
Janaki Ballav Patnaik, the Opposition
parties led by Mr Biju Patnaik, lcader
of Opposition and president of the
State unit of Janata Party, and the agi-
tationists today for the first time, after
the project site was announced, met
here and discussed the problems relat-
ing the missile test range.

The talks were held in most cordial
atmosphere and all the parties hoped
that an amicable solution would be
reached. Meanwhile the agitationists
and the Opposition leaders have not
changed their stand of having the pro-
ject shifted elsewhere. The State Gov-
ernment is firm on its stand of having
the project here. The people of the
area are willing to allow the officials
inside the area but will always resist
the project.

Chief Minister Janaki Ballav Pat-
naik later told newsmen that all the
problems including law and order and
functioning of the administration in
the area were discussed and hoped that
the problem of the people would be
solved in a peaceful manner. He said
the negotiations would continue till a
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number of families homeless in the ...~ i " ;
perature in Celsius, rainfall
sudden storm. The local MLA, Mr during past 24 hours (tr-trace) and total

rainfall in mm since-beginning of March
1, AP denotes airport.

Govt firm on missile
range at Baliapal

settlement was reached. Mr Biju Pat-
naik said that he would visit the area
and discuss with the people about the
problems and try to solve the issue.
Asked if the barricade would be
lifted, he said that there was no barri-
cading and anybody was free to enter
the villages. He said that after today’s
discussion all the tension in the minds
of the people had been released and
everybody was happy after the meet-
ing.
The Chief Minister pointed out that
the Baliapal issue had to be resolved
peacefully and at the earliest and dis-
cussions as to how to solve the prob-
lems would he held in the next few
days. He said today’s meeting would
lead to a peaceful decision and normal
administration would be restored.
The meeting was held in the Circuit
House here under heavy police guard,
was attended by Chief Secretary N. K.

Panda, Home Secretary Vinod Jha,

Revenue Minister Jugal Kishore Pat-

naik, Education Minister J. N. Dash .

Mohapatra, Labour Minister Bhopal
Mohapatra, Orissa Pradesh Congress
president K. C. Lenka and other
senior Government officials. The
Opposition parties were represented
by former Chief Minister Nilamani
Routray, former Union Ministers
Rabi Ray, S. Kundu, member of the
Assembly Bhagabat Behra, former
legislator Arun Dey, from Baliapal
area, and representatives of the Anti-
National Test Range Committee.

Mr Arun Dey pointed out that he
was happy that the tension had been,
released after the meeting. He clar-
ified that the people of Baliapal would
not let the missile project to be estab-
lished in the area for that was the most
fertile land and thousands of families
would lose their homes and jobs. Mr
Dey added that the Government offic-
ers would be allowed to move inside
the villages but the barricade would
not be lifted.

‘Television
May 19

DELHI CHANNEL I: 7.30 p.m.
Suprabhat, Rudra Veena by Asad Ali
Khan, Samachar, Ulta pulta, A face in
the crowd — Kaberi Das (Choreog-
rapher), The news, 8.15 Close down,
5.45 p.m. Opening announcement fol-
lowed by programme in regional lan-
guage — ‘Malayalam’, 6.15 Vishwa
Darshan, 6.30 Grameen bachchon ke
liye, 6.55 Programme highlights, mes-
sage regarding missing persons and
other announcements, 7.00 Grameen
mabhilaon ke liye, 7.20 Gharelu Nus-,
khe, 7.30 Bulleshah ki kafi: by Feteh
Ali Khan, 7.40 Bazam, 8.05 Baaton
Baaton Mein, 8.35 Zara Sochiye, 8.40
Samachar, 9.00 Udan: Serial in Hindi,
9.30 The news, 9.50 The Enigma of
Srinivasa Ramanujam, 10.20 Jashn-E-
Kashmir: Cultural Festival in J&K,
10.40 Kabir Bhajan — Anoop Jalota .
(Relay from Bombay), 11.15 News
headlines. ;

DELHI CHANNELS II: 6.30 p.m.
Aap ka bagicha, 6.45 Bachhon ke liye,
7.00 Parichaya: Interview with Neena
Gupta — film and stage artist, 7.30
Samachar, 7.40 ‘Tender is the night’
(Serial in English), 8.30 Close down.

Radio

DELHI: A: 6.10a.m. Vandana, 6.45
Swasthya Charcha, 7.05 Vichar Bindu,
7.40 Apne Desh Ki Baat, 7.45 Dilli
Darshan, 8.10, 11.05 Allauddin Khan:
Israj, 10.15 & 5.20, 9.00 p.m. Gouhar
Ali: Violin, 10.35 Jayawati Srivastava:
Vocal, 12.15 p.m. Jhalki: Dhar
Aakhar, 12.30 Mahila Karyakram,
1.11 Aap Ki Pasand, 2.00 Ek Hi Kala-
kar, 2.20 Chitrapat Sangeet, 7.45 Roz-
gar Samachar, 8.15 Aap Ki Chithi
Mili, 10.30 Sita Venkatachalam: Voe-
al. .

DELHI: B: 6.50 a.m. & 6.55 p.m.
Railway Bulletin, 7.30 Sangeet
Surabhi: Girja Devi: Vocal, 1.05 p.m.
Music by Rachmaninov, 2.11 Music
without words, 3.15 & 4.05 Shobha
Sharma: Himachali Lok Geet, 3.30
Sita Venkatachalam: Vocal, 6.45 &
8.45 Rajendra Kumar Kachroo: Geet
& Ghazlen, 8.20 Radio Newsreel, 9.45
Arias.




Newsletter/ pebmuni Gupta

BHUBANESWAR :
Talks held last week
between the govern-
ment, represen-
I"qatives of the op-
{ position and the

b Natisnal Test
Range (NTR) resisiance committee
have helped defusé the-tension that
had been building up Tn wnd around
Baliapal in Balasore district. It also
cleared the atmosphere of mistrust, to
some extent, according to observers
here.

They, however, point out that it will
be premature 1o read too much into
the outcome -of the talks. Sharp dif-
ferences persist among the parties in-
volved — between the resistance com-
mittee and the Janata leadership and
also between Biju Patnaik and his
senior colleagues in the party.

There is some satisfaction over t!ic
fact that the three parties to the dis-
pute could be brought together. Each
of the parties rcturmed from the talks
with a sense of achievement — each
for its own reasons.

The government side, led by the chief

.| minister, claims that the other two

sides — the opposition and the NTR
resistance committee — are at last
“reconciled to the inevitability of the
project” at Baliapal and that its accep-
tance by the people at large is only a
matter of time.

On his return from the t:fks, thé
chief minister said much now depends
on how successful the leader of the
opposilion, Biju Patnaik, at whose
initiative the marathon exercise was

undertaken last Wednesday is at allay-
ing the fears of the people at Baliapal.

He said the Balasore meeting gave
the government jts first opportunity to
clarify its stand on the eviction and
use of police force to acquire land for
the project.

Representatives of the NTR re-
sistance committee, on the other hand,
consider it no small gain that the
government, which was gearing up for
action, had to eventually give them an
assurance that no one would be
evicted until rehabilitation arrange-
ments were completed and the vil-
lagers adequately compensated for
their losses.

The agitators led by the committee
have, however, declined to dismantle
the barricades around the project site
or allow the entry of official vehicles.
As things stand, a formal withdrawal
of their three-and-a-half-year agitation
appears 10 be a remote possibility,

Biju Patnaik, if not the entire opposi-
tion, feels content about his new role
as arbiter and about the fact that the
chief minister, with an eighi-year-rule
to his credit, could not bring about a
rapprochement in the Baliapal tangle
without his personal involvement in
the issue. J. B. Patnaik’s failure in this
respect is considered a big gain for his
arch political rival,

Observers give credit to the chief
minister for having created a favour-
able impact on the people of Baliapal

and the commitiee members by his
attempts to allay all misgivings over
protfible use of force and their immi-
nent eviction.

ekl &, %\- Dl - )Lf;q‘%”
Will Biju Patnaik pass the Baliapal test?

Biju Patnaik, who had held large
public meetings in the area and ap-
pealed to the people to fight the
project tooth and nail, and had thrown
a challenge to the chief minister to
face the people of Baliapal, is in an

unenviable position himself now. The
deftly turned the

chief minister

tables on Patnaik who found himself
with the unpleasant task of persuading
the people to change their stand.

The agitators are further impressed
by his claim that he had been success-
ful in persuading the defence ministry
to cut down the project area from the
original 110 sq. km to 68 sq. km
covering 54 villages. As a resull.
41,000 people would now be affected
instead of 75,000, as estimated earlier.

The chief minister even went to the
extent of announcing that he would try
to have the project area further re-
duced so that more people are spared
the trauma of eviction.

The coastal belt of Balasore district.
regarded as the granary of Orissa.
earns over Rs. 50 crores a year from

its long stretches of betel vines,
coconut, groundnut and paddy fields.
The project threatens to enguif about
half a lakh hectares of land producing
30,000 tonnes of paddy per year,
Besides farmers. the projected
population of 41,000 10 be evicted will
include traditional village artisans,

. weavers, pelly traders, crafismen, and

other wage earners. More than 1.500
fishermen, whose caiches earn Rs, 10
crore a year, will be uprooted from the
30-km coast.

The present project area has 113
educational and other institutions in-
cluding 13 high schools and a college,

three banks, one sub-post office and
about 100 temples,

The project has also posed social
problems for the villagers. With the
fate of their settlement hanging fire
people from outside refuse to enter
inlo negotiations for marriages or real
estate deals.

While political controversies centre
on the selection of Baliapal and the
period: when the decision was taken;
the people express their misgivings
over the government’s claims about
their Rs. 128-crore rehabilitaticn
scheme on the grounds that it had not
been able 10 successfully rehabilitate
the displaced people of Hirakud and
Rengali projects all these years.

Political observers are generous in
giving credit to the chief minister for
having successfully put the ball in Biju
Patnaik’s court and declining 10 take
an the task of convincing the people of
Baliapal abou1 the inevitability of the
project.

Biju Patnaik. who had held large
public meetings in the area and ap-
pealed to the people to fight the pro-
ject woth and nail, and had thrown a
challenge to the chief minister 1o face
the people of Baliapal, is in an unen-
viable position himself now.

The chief minister

himself with the unplecasant task of
persuading the people change their
stand.

The chief minister has also managed
1o create a rift in the Janata leadership.

defily turned .
the tables on Patnaik, who found:

which now stands divided on the
project. While several Janata leaders
and MLAs do not hesitate to say that
they are opposed to dismantling the
barricades and will continue to resist
the project, Biju Patnaik and others
want the agitation withdrawn.

The people of Baliapal, it may be
recalled, have been agitating against
the project ever since it was an-
nounced in 1984. They formed a
Khepanastra Pratirodh Committee
which has been spearheading the
movement. The people set up a 5.000-
strong Maran Sena (death squad)
professing that its members would

sooner die resisting the project than
surrender their land.

All notices for the acquisition of land
were ignored and the entire area was
cordoned off in an attempt to keep the
district officials and the police away
from the site.

The district collectors writ did not

‘Tun in the area where a virtually

parallel administration came up with
popular support.

A six-member panel of “judges” was
formed by the committee to dispose of
cases as per its rules and regulations.
Penalties were imposed on those pro-
nounced “guilty”- and in many cases
fines up to Rs, 20,000 were imposed.

Rods, school buildings, telephone
lines and tubewells could not be re.
paired and public health department

- employees did not dare visit the area.

Cases of murder and decoity could not
be investigated, There has been no let-
up in the intensity of the agitation ever
since,
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The Times of India News Service

BHUBANESWAR, May 26: The
hopes built up at the talks last week for
a reconciliation between the state gov-
ernment and the people of Baliapal
block in Balasore district on the con-
troversial National Test Range (NTP)
project, received a setback after the
agitators denied entry to the district
collector, Mr Pitabas Patnaik, and
other senior officials into the area
yesterday.

After the talks on May 8 among
representatives of the government, the
opposition and the NTR resistance
ecommittee, the official claim that the
agitators had agreed to allow district
and block officials to enter the project
area, gained currency. The area had
been barricaded by them for the last
three-and-a-half years. The local ad-
ministration was conspicuous by its
absence in Baliapal all this time.

While the agitators had refused to
dismantle the barricades at the
tripartite talks, it was reportedly deci-
ded that they would not obstruct the
normal functioning of the administra-
tion in the area.

But contrary to the government’s
claim, the district collector, Mr
‘itabas Patnaik, was stopped by the
illagers outside the barricade yester-
ay and requested by the president of
che Khepanastra Ghati Pratirodh com-
mittee (NTR resistance committee)
Mr Brundaban Raj, to desist from
forcing his entry into the area. The
collector was scheduled to visit a
primary health centre at Pratapapur
and a college at Jagei inside the bar-
ricaded area.

BIJU PATNAIK’S VISIT

The agitators reportedly requested
the collector to wait till May 30, when
the leader of the opposition, Mr Biju
Patnaik, was scheduled to wvisit
Baliapal. The collector was accom-

BRCC women

panied . the DIG, Mr Indrajit
Jachuk, ° e supenntendcm of police,
Mr Sushil Kumar Das, and the sub-
divisional % officer, Mr Raghunath
Singh.

The collectoryand his entourage later

returned to Balasore after their futile
attempt to assertiauthority in the area.

An estimated 5, people, including
women and children, had congregated

near the barricade as news of the

district collector’s arrival spread. The
Janata leader and former Union mini-
ster, Mr Samarendra Kundu, and. the
CPI leader, Mr Arun Dey, later _]omed
the agitators,

The home secretary, Mr Vinod Jha,
has regretted that the agitators and
their leaders did not cooperate with
the district administration despite the
understanding reached at the tripartite
talks last week.

Meanwhile, the state unit of the
Yuva Janata has decided to hold an
anti-NTR rally at Baliapal on May 30

even as the state government has been °

claiming that Mr Biju Patnaik has
taken responsibility to persuade the
people to accept the reality of the
project. Party sources, however,
claimed that Mr Patnaik would ad-
dress the anti-NTR rally.
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“Thg eommittee in its 13th action

est range .,

reconsider

Hindustan Times Correspondent

NEW DELHI, March 21—The De-
fence Ministry may look for alterna-
tive sites for the National Test Range
for its missiles programme in view of
the strong opposition expressed
against the present site in Balasore dis-
tnict in Orissa.

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi is
understood to have given the assur-
ance that the decision on the location
of'the Rs 300-crore project would be
reconsidered.

Prof. Madhu Dandavate which met Mr
Gandhi suggested that he could pay a
visit to the area before a final decision.
It was also proposed that a non-
official body of experts which would
include Mr H. M.-Patel, MP, a former
Defence Secretary, would study and
recommend alternative sites for the
Test Range. "~ =~ ; ’
The delegation submitted a memor-
andum to the Prime Minister along
with a petition signed by more than a
lakh of inhabitants demanding that the
project be shifted from Balasore.

It was argued that the agriculturally
rich area which produced cashew, be-
tel leaf and coconut in large quantities
would be rendered useless, uprooting
110,000 inhabitants of 126 villages and
an additional two lakh persons who
subsisted on the trade in these com-
modities. VN
No relief to pr
Hinduystan Times Correspondent
NEW DELHI, March 21 — No sub-

sithe privass

A Janata Party delegation led by

ken rpport submitted in Lok Sabha '
‘w igs Chairman E. Ayyapu Red- .
-he. resources available to the
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continue to play in constructing the local
struggle.

The localisation. of the struggle in
Baliapal is a result of the consolidation
of certain economic, political and social
processes in one conjuncture. These are,
the topographical and historical develop-
ments that have restricted the growth of
both large landholdings and absentee
landlordism. excellent natural resources
including fresh water supply all through
the year, the spread of cash crop economy
and the growth of the market for rite,
groundnut, coconut, cashewnut and paan
(betel-vine), the specific nature of paan
cultivation which made it possible to
cultivate it on homestead land and the
significant role played by paan traders
who by disseminating knowledge regar-
ding paan cultivation among the lower
non-cultivating castes, were instrumental
in expanding its production over ‘large
tracts of this area, such that Baliapal paan
has a monopoly in the market for
Banarasi patta.

The consolidation of these features was
made possible by the increased demand
for paan leading to a growth in the volume
of trade in Baliapal, with demand ex-
ceeding supply. This process was depen-
dent on the integration of the local market
with the national market. Micro processes
.in Baliapal occurred in context of the
thrust provided by market forces. Two
phases in the class dynamics of Baliapal
preceded the crystallisation of the agita-
tion. The first was initiated in the early
fifties with the slow growth of the cash
crop economy among the landed peasan-
try in this area, consisting mainly of the
upper castes—Khandayats, Goalas and
Rajus. The*changes inaugurated by the
extension of the cash crop economy in this
area put pressure on land increasing the
volume of disputes and creating con-
ditions for the crystallisation of class
tensions among the upper castes, given
that fertile land was mainly cultivated by
the upper caste small and medium peasan-
try. The mobile upper caste first encroach-
ed on the common property land, displac-
ing the herders, the caste of gopals and
later on fertile lands of small cultivators,
who were mainly Khandayats.

The process of consolidation of the up-
per peasantry and the displacement of the
small cultivators and other castes depen-
dent on common property resources
received a set-back after the sixties with
the growth in the cultivation and produc-
tion of paan. The first stage in this
development occurred when the outsider
paan traders were eliminated and
substituted by the Baliapal traders, thereby
establishing direct links between the
national and the local market increasing
the demand for paan in Baliapal. The
upper caste peasantry diverted its efforts
to the production of paan. Two factors
intervened to curb the landed upper caste’s
need to further consolidate landholdings.
The first was the fact that paan needs

* lower

intensive care, nurturing and constant at-
tention. Secondly, paan can be grown on
small plots of land. The landed peasantry
in search of higher incomes found it pro-
fitable to cultivate paan on the land they
had, without aggressively pursuing land
consolidation. On the other hand the de-
mand for agricultural labour increased.
Initially this demand was met by the small
cultivators who however used the know-
ledge gained to start paan production on
their small plots of land. Later supply of
labour by migrant Santhal cultivators also
dried up as they too became paan
cultivators. As a result wages increased.
The second stage in this development took
place when the demand for paan exceeded
local supply. Simultaneously, there was an
increase in the number of paan traders
largely emerging from the upper caste
small cultivator stratum. This put pressure
to bring more land under paan cultiva-
tion. In the seventies efforts were made by
paan traders to induce the nen-cultivating
castes to commence paan
cultivation.

The early eighties inaugurated a decade
of hope for the people of Baliapal,
specially its lower caste mobile sections.
The market had introduced phenomenal
changes giving substantial opportunities
to the lower sections of this society. The
spread of the market had led to peasan-
tisation. If the fifties had inaugurated pro-
cesses that began to crystallise class
tensions between the upper caste peasan-
try and the small cultivators, the seventies
had deflected this process creating a block
of interests whose main goal was the
sustenance of the cash crop economy and
whose chief architects were paan traders.

Given the role that the macro economic
processes have played in providing the
impetus and context for the consolidation
of localised forces, what role does it and
can it play today? To answer this question
it is necessary to evaluate the political-
ideological dimensions of the struggle, its
dynamics and its present crisis.

Three features distinguish this aspect of
the, agitation. These are, its mass
charactey, its independence from political
parties, in spite of having obtained sup-
port from all political parties and its well
articulated ideology of bheetamaati that
formed the basis for various sections
identifying themselves with the struggle.

When Oriya newspapers announced the
government’s intention to acquire land
from Baliapal block to establish the NTR,
it was the paan traders who initiated
discussions to confront this move. With
elections on the anvil, the Conggess(I)
attempted to channelise this discontent by
forming the KGPS in December 1984,
This committee was dominated by the up-
per caste peasantry which had crystallised
its class interests in the early fifties (this
group being the Congress’s mainstay) and
some big paan traders. Though the Con-
gress(I) was able to win the election of
1985 by channelising public opinion
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against the NTR, with the then chief
minister even campaigning against it, its
post-election stance decreased its political
influence leading to the reconstitution of
the KGPS under the leadership of
Gadhagar Giri, an ex-socialist, with the
Janata Party and the assembly represen-
tative from this constituency in all
previous terms.

The new KGPS was dominated mainly
by paan traders. Of the twelve-member
KGPS, eight were paan traders, and the
other three, apart from Giri represented
the upper caste peasantry which had
dominated the earlier KGPS. Though the
leadership of KGPS rested in the hands
of Giri and the paan traders, mobilisation
was largely done through the fronts of
students, youth, women and fisherpeople.

Two political currents integrated the
various sections of Baliapal society and
the block of interests based on cash crop
economy and created a political entity.
These currents were represented in two
individuals, Gadhagar Giri and Ganartath
Patra—the former socialist and a liberal
associated with the centrist Janata Party,
but because of his grassroots political base
was autonomous of factions in the party
and the latter a member of the United
Centre of Communist Revolutionaries of
India, Marxist Leninist (UCCRI{ML)). If
Giri’s mass appeal helped in mobilising all
sections and converting them into a com-
munity, Patra's input was in giving the for-
mula for organising the lower classes
through the formation of fronts. The two
together were able to integrate all sections
without disturbing the fine lines of class,
caste and gender and political division.

The organisational structure of the
KGPS reflected the authority structure of
that society and the political dexterity with
which Giri manipulated these to provide
for lower caste participation in the strug-
gle, while ensuring that control and
decision-making remained with the com-
mittee managing the KGPS. Below this
nominated committee of twelve, was a
nominated 229 member general assembly
of representatives from villages. As a
result representation from the lower castes
was meagre with only on¢"woman and a
few students and youth, as heads of the
fronts, being represented. While the KGPS
and the general assembly were empowered
to take political decisions and co-ordinate
the struggle, the students, youth, women
and fisherwomen’s fronts were asked to
mobilise the masses. While Giri managed
the KGPS and the assembly, Patra manag-
ed the fronts.

Since land had been an issue of conten-
tion and dispute in this region which could
divide the struggle, Giri revived the institu-
tion of vichaar, which used discussion to
arrive at a consensus, to deflect divisions.
Eight KGPS committee members took
charge of and conducted vichaar sessions
in the eight gram panchayats, the remain-
ing four acting as arbitrators. The con-
stitution of vichaar and its proceedings
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helped in providing legitimacy to the
leadership of the paaen traders and
through them, the upper castes, and pro-
vided the context for the binding of
various interests into a community, even
as it created conditions for the decline of
registered police cases and thus restricted
the entry of the law and order machinery
into the area.

This institutional structure and the
political block was defined by the
ideology of bheetamaari, a word which
can be loosely denoted to mean ‘home’,
‘hearth’ and the emotions that are rooted
in these words. This ideology converted
a cultural sentiment for land into a
political demand for the absolute right
to its continued use through religio-
mythological tools. Stories from the
puranas and heroic tales of Shiva, Parvati,
Durga and Kali were intertwined with
political action to confront the state. The
‘fight was thus for Sonar Maati, the golden
land and for the protection of Ma, the
mother, who was the symbol of Prakriti,
nature; a fight conducted by the entire
community against the state which wanted
to destroy all three: Sonar Maati, Ma and
Prakriti,

The articulation of this ideology of
bheetamaati, in this manner brought out

the economic, political, social, cultural’

and environmental dimensions of the
struggle. It should be noted, though that
the ideology as it was articulated and ex-
tended during the struggle emphasised
economic issues rather than the cultural
and the environmental. The concept of the
use of land for peaceful purposes remain-
ed a weak impulse in the agitation.

KGPS described the nature of
economic activities by computing figures
of output and turnover as well as profits
accruing to the area and its people. These
figures were provided by the traders and
gave indications of the actual profits of
the trading community from the sale of
produce of the area. While these figures
were no myth, they did mystify the dif-
ferent class stakes on land and did not dif-
ferentiate between varied incomes earned
by different stratas of the society. The
political implication of this ideology was
clear. As the community had absolute
right over land, the KGPS could not
negotiate over its parcelling, rather it
could only represent the community and
influence the state to revoke its decision.
This also made possible the creation of
a political block against narrow party in-
terests, for the struggle was willing to
accommodate any political interest so
long as the basic principle that the com-
munity had absolute right over land was
accepted.

Over the last two years a rupture has
occurred both in the political block and'
the ideology that sustained this struggle,
accompanied by a crisis in leadership
following the death of Gadhagar Giri in
January 1987. While Giri’s death set the
context for the formal dissociation of
Patra from the struggle, the erosion of
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personal equations between them had
taken place earlier and revolved round
questions of strategy and tactics. Most of
Patra’s intellectual input and suggestions
had been accepted and converted by Giri
to suit the needs of the struggle as he
visualised it. Patra’s suggestion to block
the entry of government officials by put-
ting gates and physically restraining them
was converted by Giri into a strategy of
non-violent satyagraha where women and
children would lie down on the roads to
stop officials and the military. The sug-
gestion to arm the youth did not find
favour, nor the suggestion to kidnap Con-
gress(I) workers and hold them to ransom.
After Giri’s death Patra attempted to im-
plement the last suggestion by bypassing
the KGPS leading to a direct confronta-
tion between him and the committee
which ousted him from the general
assembly and restricted his influence to
the fronts.

However, Giri's death and Patra’s ouster
led to a crisis. This leadership vacuum
made it susceptible to external political in-
fluences, specially that of the mainstream
political parties. This froze the growth of
this struggle, diluted its ideological thrust
and made it prey to factionalised in-
fluences thereby fracturing the block con-
solidated earlier affected its political will
to continue. Within KGPS, three clear
political tendencies now crystallised, two
affiliated to each of the mainstream par-
ties and the last seeking to remain neutral
and none having enough political in-
fluence and motive to direct the struggle.
As a result the agitation became defensive
changing its itnage and its strategy from
confrontation to containment. In this new
situation, the KGPS and the assembly
hardly met to discuss issues whilg the
fronts became inactive. The only institu-
tion that was maintained was that of
vichaar.

Simultancously, there was a change in
the Congress Party’s strategy. The Con-
gress(l) seizing the opportunity of Giri’s
death attempted to fracture the block by
reorganising its traditional supporters, the
upper caste peasantry. Their efforts
started yielding results when the Janata
Party’s influence over the committee
started increasing with the working presi-
dent of the KGPS taking all decisions in
consultation with Biju Patnaik. The con-
frontation that was building up actually
occurred in the first two weeks of
September when the KGPS now under the
influence of the Janata Dal supported the
Bharat Bandh of August 31, 1989. Some
leaders mobilised the people to block
transport and trade while the Congress
with the help of some paan traders at-
tempted to confront this move. For the
first time, since the start of this agitation,
Baliapal became divided on party lines.
This led immediately to a physical show
of strength. Anti-social elements from
nearby towns entered the area and created
an environment of chaos; though there
were no deaths, injuries to many and
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molestations of some were reported.

Crisis was averted when the neutral sec-
tion of the leadership intervened and at-
tempted to reconstitute the block mobilis-
ing opinion to curb physical confrontation
and violence. This timely intervention
helped to challenge government’s inten-
tion to enter the area and introduce its law
and order machinery. However, their
second move of reconstituting the KGPS
in order to involve lower caste participa-
tion came to naught. Representation con-
tinued to be based on nomination and the
Congress influenced upper caste peasan-
try were able to get a significant propor-
tion of members nominated to the
assembly. This led the Janata Dal to
dissociate itself from these efforts and the
reconstitution of KGPS could not be
undertaken.

Following the announcement of elec-
tions the Janata Dal candidate was able
to get the committee to lift the blockade
of Baliapal and let the election machinery
enter. His success in the election brought
the Janata Dal-dominated section to the
fore. The February elections divided this
leadership completely. The working presi-
dent of KGPS resigned because he was not
selected as a candidate, the general
secretary stood as an independent candi-
date and the Congress(I) put up a strong
candidate and were able to get a higher
proportion of votes from Baliapal than
they did in the November elections.

This leadership crisis has affected the
ideological thrust of the agitation. The
consolidation of the block against
displacement has been fractured mainly
because of the division of the upper
castes. Attempts made by a section of
leaders not affiliated to parties to
reconstitute the block, as mass support
had remained faithful, has not yielded
fruit because the intervention of main-
stream political processes has factionalis-
ed the upper caste and class leadership.
The Congress(I) influenced local leadership
aggressively questions the Janata Dal’s
silence on this issue on the other hand,
the influence of the anti-militarisation
elements within the National Front has
become marginal. It seems unlikely that
the struggle can reconstitute itself, in the
form that it had constructed itself, earlier.

Macro economic processes provided the
impetus and the context of the growth of
the struggle while the intervention of
macro-political processes is aiding its slow
death. This struggle had posed a signifi-
cant question of ideology and politics, but
its resolution now will be part of the
politics of mainstream parties.
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Baliapal Agitation: Leadership Crisis

Sujata Patel

Over the last two years a rupture has occurred both in the
political block and ideology that sustained the struggle in
Baliapal. A leadership vacuum made the movement susceptible to
the influence of political parties and the ensuing factionalisation
of the political block froze the growth of the struggle.

THE struggle in Baliapal against the
establishment of the National Test Range
(NTR), India’s first missile testing project,
in the Baliapal and Bhogarai blocks of
Orissa’s Balasore district, is now entering
a critical stage. The growth of this agita-
tion has been a significant development
in the Indian polity, for, it has been able
to mobilise all the inhabitants of the area,
cutting across the lines of class, caste,
gender and tribal affiliation, on the issue
of displacement. In the November elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha, the Janata Dal
candidate won on the promise of influen-
cing the centre to revoke the decision of
the earlier government on this issue. He
was able to convince the committee
managing the struggle, the Uttara
Balasore Khepanashtra Ghati Pratirodh
Samiti (KGPS), to lift the restriction on
the entry of government officials and let
the election machinery enter to conduct
the elections. He won and six months after
that election the National Front govern-
ment has remained silent on this question,
though the prime minister’s statements
regarding the need for vigilance and in-
creased defence expenditure provides
some indication. Recent press reports
from Orissa suggest that the people of
Baliapal are reconsidering the nature of
their support to the NF government. Does
this indicate that the struggle is going to
reconstitute itself once again to confront

the state on the issue of NTR? Given that
the momentum of the struggle has declin-
ed, is it possible for it to reconstitute
itself? What are the processes and charac-
teristics aiding or debilitating the further
growth of the agitation?

To understand this and to estimate
further developments it is necessary to
analyse and aseertain the role played by,”
on the one hand, macro forces that pro-
moted and provided the impetus for the
growth of this struggle and the develop-
ments and dynamics within the struggle,
today, in relation to the changing politico-
ideological climate of the country

The fact that this agitation has remain-
ed restricted to the Baliapal block and not
spread 1o the Bhogarai block where
thirteen villages are to be acquired in the
revised scheme (as against forty-five in
Baliapal), indicates the localisation of this
struggle. Further, evidence of its speci-
ficity lies in the failure of the attempts to
mobilise the Chandipur peasants and
tenants against the use of the Interim Test
Range’s facilities for testing missiles (Agni
was tested in May 1989). Features specific
to the locale of Baliapal have facilitated
the growth of the movement, conditions
which have to be analysed to understand
the present constraints in the movement.
Such analysis should contextualise the role
that the macro processes have played and
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© By A Bta¥! Reporter

NEW DELRI. December 13

E secms 10 have stepped out of

: the pages of a history book.
This frail. old man with a flowing
‘hite beard and a voice that cracks
ith emotions when he speaks of

fthis pcople and s land.

I Mr - Brundaban Chandra Kaj.
¢ president  of Uttar  Balasore
o Khyapanasira Ghati  Pratrodh
B ommitlee, i5 a living history in
®many ways. This 72-year-old free-
dom fighter, who joined the free-
i iom struggle at the tender age-of
12 and became a “local legend™
» during the 1942 movement, is also
-—a man with a mission. He s lead-
- ing “one of the largest mass move-
ment since the Quit India Move-
mcat” in the Baliapal qcgion of
Orissa. a region marked out for the
establishment of a Nauonal Miss-
ilc Test Range (NTR).

The Bahiapa! story is an cid one
band has all the ingredients of a
“political tragedy”™ — a fertile land
“with 8 Rs 248 crore cconomy.
~uprooted people. an insensitive bu-
“rraucracy and a succession of

dithering  politicians.  In Augusi
. 1984, the defence ministry decided
: to sct up NTR a1 Baliapal. and the
- local people protested. A slogan
came up — “We 'do not want a
.. missile range. we want our lands™.
" And leadcrs like Mr B. C. Raj took
% up the cause.
= UNIQUE PROTEST: The

protest of the peopic of Baliapal

_ was unique, Taking a cue from the
»~Gandhian cra, they hit upon the
- method of “peaceful obsiruction™.
. Men. women and children blocked
f‘ the road leading to their village.
.~ town and for the next five years no

=

politician or bureaucral was allow-
cd entry. .

With the fall of the Rajiv regime,
whose ministers had ofien 1ermed
the Baliapal agitation as “‘anti-na-
tional™, there was a ray of hope for
the local people. The chief mini-
ster, Mr Biju Patnaik, reportedly
wrote to the Centre and suggested
shifting the site from Baliapal to
Sunderbans in Bengal. As onc of
his last official acts as Prime Mini-
ster. Mr V. P. Singh also wrole a
letter to Mr S, Kundu, M.P., on

Nuvemb@‘r 6 and stated that
“allernative sites will be examined
keeping in mind the overall

interest of the counury™,

But this glimmer of hope was
short-lived. On December 7, Mr Vv,
S. Arunachalam, senior scientific
adviser to the governmeni of India,
denied that there was any move to
shift the site. Mr Arunachalam
pointed out that the test site was
chosen  after “careful consider-
anen” and Baliapal was “ideally
suited™ for sctting up an in-
strumental 1es1 range as a national
facility for launching missiles and
rockets. According 10 anti-NTR
workers. the attitude of the present
Prime Miaister, Mr Chandra
Shekhar, has also been “unsym-
pathetic and unhelpful™,

It was 1the denial - of Mr
Arunachalm that forced Mr Raj 10
come all the way 10 the Capital and
speak to newsmen. He spoke in the
local language, which had 1o be
translated into English because
most newsmen could not under-
stand it. But even withowt under-
standing the language of Mr Raj.
his message came across loud and
clear, As did the pain in his cyes

and ‘the determination of  his
gestures,

Mr Raj spoke with loving care of
the land and the people of Baliapal.
He told the city-bound newsmen
how Baliapal fishermen catch fish
and earn up to Rs. 100 cvery day,
He spoke of the ficlds of betel
lcaves, from which the famous

Benarsi Paan are made, and of

coconul groves and  cashewnut
trecs. he described  how  the
crafismen of Baliapal weave

baskets 10 earn more than Re. 40
per day.

ORISSA'S GRANARY: "One-
twentyfifih of an acre of land 15
enough 1o feed an enure family
there and leave a surplus™. said Mr
Raj. He added. a trace of pride
creeping into his voice, “Baliapal is
the granary of Orissa. Our fish is
sold in Calcutia, our betel leaves.
baskets and groundnuts are sent
oulside Ornissa. Our crafismen and
farmers carn foreign currency for
the nation. We prow three crops
every year and rely mostly on
natural irrigation.”

But the last five years have not
been  easy for the people of
Bahapal. Says Mr Ray. “During the
agitation, the government stopped
sending, us essential supplies. The

.attempl was 1o starve the people

into submission. In reply. our
pcople  stopped  supplying  local
products o outside places. Despite
the economic disruption. the will
of the agitators remained firm for
three vears. This official reprisal
further strengthened the move-
ment, with the result that the gov-
ernment has resorted supplies for
the last two years.”

Mr Raj goes on to describe the

“There

is
oulside Baliapal. which is guarded
by local people. irrespective of age
and’sex. For five' years they guard-
ed it and ull today the people have
refused 10 allow any administrative
vehicle o enter.”

movement, a gate

*This is 1he land of our ancestors.
W¢ have emotional links with this
land. It has given us all we have.
1 has made us what we are. If any
povernment takes any step 1o ac-
quirc our lands, we will fight to the
last child.” says Mr Raj. His voice
chokes with emotion, Hestops to
push back the memories and the
tears that have pathered in his eyes.
Suddenly, he 15 a tired*old man.
and his supporters pat him on the
back.

But Mr Raj continues. “Afier the
Janata Dal came 1o power there
wis no attempl 10 acquire our
lands forcibly. But if ever any such
atiempt is made, the whole popula-
uon of Bahapal will resist to the
end of their lives.... We cannot be
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bought over or drniven away. We -

will not be vulnerabie. We have

put no conditions under whica the

misstle range can_ be buill at

Baliapal. Qur only condition is that:

the lands of pur forefathers should
be left alone.”

And so. the peaceful protest of the
farmers and fishermen of Baliapal -

continues. For them, the 102 km to
be acquired for NTR is their home,
the place where they grew up and
where their ancestores died. It is as
much a part of their lives as the
betel leaves they grow and the
prawn they fish. For the defence
minisiry. however. their land is a
bit of statistics “idcally suited for a
missile site.™
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Baliapal Agitation:
Socio-Economic Background

Sujata Patel

The sustained nature of the avitation against the National Test

Range in Baliapal as well as its militancy is 1o a large extent

due to the mass involvement of the people, including the poorer

sections. This participation of all sections can in part be explained

by the commercialisation of agriculture which has yiclded benefits
* for the rich as well as the poorer classes.

THE last three years have seen the growth
of a militant agitation in the couastal
district of Orissa, Balusore, against the
establishment of the National Test Range
(NTR) in its two blocks, Baliapal and
Bhograi. The arcu ol the site extends over
102 square hilometres in the two blocks,
a major part of it being in Baliapal. 1t is
here that an apitation has been launched
which questions the government’s right to
establish and place a project in an agri-
cultural belt that may turn out 1o be the
most prosperous area in Orissa.

The agitation in Batiapal was formally
launched in December 1985 with the for-
mation of the Uttara Halusore Khepana-
shira Ghati Pratirodh Samiti (KGPS) and
since then has become one ol the most
militant agitations that this country has
seen in recent times. 1 is an agitation that
has been able to mobilise people from all
classes in socicty und has broken down
barriers of caste, age and gender in mak-
ing it a mass agitation. What is most in-
teresting and significant is the fact that it
has been able to garner the support of all
the mainstream political parties as well is
political groups on the fringes of the
parliamentary process for its objectives.
Active suppori for the agitation extends
all the way from Marxist-Leninist groups
to the Congress(l) at the village and the
block levels. In a dominant political
climate, vitiated by narrow political ob-
jectives and considerations of personal
gain, the support of a wide spectrum of
political parties and groups for the agita-
tion reflects not only the poliical strength
that it commands but also its political
maturity for not cpmpromising for nar-
row political gains.

The twin issues of displacement and’

rehabilitation have been the source of the
growth of many agitations in the country
in the recent past. What distinguishes this
agitation from others of a similar nature
is the mass involvement of all the people
in this area irrespective of vertical and
horizontal hierarchies
militancy. In no other recent agitation has
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as well as its.

every individual in the acquired area got
involved so passionately.

An example of this militancy is the in-
cident which led o the gherao and the
subsequent banishment of the then col-
lecton from the area in March 1986, Some
people thinking that the then collector
had come to acquire their land, surround-
¢d him and asked him to leave the area.
Barricades were established to restrict his
further catry. Later the KGPS took the
decision to block the entry of revenue
officials into the arca by mobilising
women and children to make a human
barricade. Thus no revenue official has
been able to gain access to the area in the
last three years even when accompanied
by para-military forces. Last May in an
operation termed ‘Operation Baliapal’ an
8,000-strong police and para-military
force attempted entry only to be stopped
by 4 human batricade of children and
women. Fearing that this would lead to
@ massacre the governmient withdrew, but
cover! attempts al entry continued,

The government retaliated by suspen-
ding all developmental work such as the
maintenance and extension of the infra-
structure like roads, transport and elec-
tricity systems and also suspended the im-
plementation of the poverty alleviation
schenes. For some time, even the supplies
of kerosene and sugar were stopped. Even
though the law and order machinery in
the form of a police post has remained
people huave boycoted it, effectively
negating any presence of the state in the
area. For the last three years, the KGPS
has functioned as a de fucto government,
resolving disputes and tensions and
managing the barricaded area. And over
the last three years, people’s commitment
to the ‘objective has not diminished.
Rather, the government’s intransicnt at-
titude has led them to advocate greater
militancy.

There is no doubt that the militancy
reflected in the agitation is the product of
poorer class participation and support.
This in turn is related to the nature of the
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Baliapal economy and its benefits |
people, specially the poorer classes,
contemporary phase of developine

The area allocated to NTR il
Baliapal block is situated vn the cre:
shaped coast of north Balasore a
Lordered by two rivers. Geographici
topographical attributes have histo
Iy hampered the growth of settled ag
ture in this arci. The continuous ch
in the river belts und the receding ¢
sea had on the one hand led o re:
ment of entire villages, leading to
disputes, and on the other the cre
of new land area, which has drawn
migrant groups, leading 1o furthe
sions over land rights, increasing di
and pressure on land. Presently, the
sity ot the population per sguare
metre stands at 441, Before the 193
tlement the average landholding sie
not very high but after the settlem
decreased substantially. Today the |
pal block is spotied with medium
landholdings with very few large
downeis. The average landholding i
ween {ive 1o six acres.

Late nineteenth century records in
that the main cultivating castes we
Khandayats and the Rajus. The Kh
yats of Orissa are like the Kurmi or
ma peasant cultivating castes. In th
nineteenth and early twenticth ce
these two cultivating castes were joir
migrants from Bengal, the Barajia
the Golas, the latter a bigger gro
who, in addition 10 acquiring tenanc
settled through the 1934 settlement
held harvest land rights called arnual
patta, pattas declared by zamind;
areas recently cultivated as a result,
receding of the sea. Today the uppe
tas of Baliapal society are dominat
Rajus, Golas and some Barajias a
as a section of the Khandayats. W
is ditficult to find a poorer class R
1 Gola, this is not true of the Khand
4 caste which is proportionately the |
among all the cultivating castes i
area.

The non-cultivating castes can be
ed into those who were in fishing (f
sub-divided into four groups, the ¥
now Sanskritised and calling them:
Kaivartas, the Bhoomijas (the Sans
ed version Ujias), the Hiali and the
jali) and the artisan castes of Sonal
Tanti Khumbhar, Barber, Dhobi, G
and Domo and Hadi. According
1931 census the cultivating upper
constituted more than 20 per cent
population. In addition seme S
tribes have settled in this area. The
stitute five per cent of the popula

The last twenty years have seen

March 25




majoi shanges in the economy of this arca
Ay aresult of two developments: vne, the
commercialisation of existing crops like
rive and coconut, and of fish and, wo,
the introduction of new cash crops such
as peanut, cashewnut and, most impor-
tantly betel vine or paan. The commer-
cialisation of agriculture gave immediate
benefits to certain sections of the
cultivating peasantry who intensified the
use of land tor agriculture by introduc-
ing lucrative second crops: groundnut, in
the northern tracts alternating with til and
rice in the southern tracts where there is
more than adequate supply of fresh water
making irrigation redundant. Governiment
statistics reflect these atiributes—
irrigation is hardly present, yet HYV rice
constitutes a significant proporticn of the

-rice produced. Peanut production is

another unportant feature of the area.
The benefit. accrued initially to the
upper sections of the jeusantry who used
their access to land to start second crops.
Successful aitempts were also made to en-
croach on gochar land. As a result it is
difficult today to find gochar land in this
block, a process which has effectively
displaced the occupation of the Gopals
who have stopped maintaining cows and
have shifted to cultivation. ‘
What changed the course of the growth
of class crystallisation, with its resultant
land alicnation and increase in sharecrop-
ping and the ultimate out-migration was
the introduction and the extensive cultiva-
tion of paan in addition to that of cashew-
nut in this block. Paan culivarion was in-
troduced by the Barajia caste who brought
it to this area fror Bengal, Its spread in
the early twentieth century, when it was
first introduced, wis restricted because.of
superstitious, beliefs regarding its produc-
tion. However, its production started ex-
panding over the following decades when
the Banares puan traders established
brokers in this arca to buy this paan. This
paan known locally as the Jaggi paan
(after Lord Japgannath) was marketed as
Ranaresi patta after it reached Banares,
where it changed colour from green to
yellow through a heating process.

- About 20 years back, this chain of
supply broke when paan producers from
Baliapal established their own netwaorks
of supply of this patia to Delhi, Agra and
later to Bombay., Simultanecusly, the
quality paan market slowly shified from
the north Indian cities to Bombay which
started demanding bigger and betier
quality green patta. The producers-
turned-traders from Baliapal tried to keep
the Bombay market supplicd with (hese
quality goods. They discovered that the
best quality paan could be produced half
a kilometre from the coast, in the sand
dunes skirting the coastal line of the Balia-
pal block. Once cultivated, it was this varie-
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v that shaed co wh prices,

Pt led 1o the encoachiment of s
trict by the culuviting castes. However,
they were not the only ones that im-
mediately seized the opportunitics. This
tract was occupied by the fisherpeopl
who started experimenting with paan
cultivation on their homestead land or on
encroached land. They were highly suc-
cessful in these attempts. )

Paan can bz intensively cultivated in
small tracts of land. A paan baras (a bara)
is a bamboo enclosure in which rows of
betel vine are grown) can be as small as
3 decimals (1 decimal =01 acre). Its max-
imum size is 16 decimals. A three
decimal-size paan baryj can yield pro-
fits; at current prices yearty income could
be Rs 20-22,000 while initial invesunents
are comparatively low.

The introduction of paan was not the
only factor responsible for the sudden
prosperity of the poorer classes. Along
with the growth of paan and cashewnut
cultivation, fish also became an important
marketable commodity. The demand for
listein che neighbouring districts of Bengal

has been increasing al a steady pace with,

supplies always low, specially after the
diversification of certain types of fish for
the export markel. Orissa being the im-
mediate neighbour and Balasore being the
adjcining district soon started supplying
the Bengal market, The nature of deiuand
led 1o thé introduction of new technology:
new kinds of nets to autract different types
of fish and the inroduction of decp sea
fishing. Also, shrimp culiivation was in-
troduced the area.

These changes together wiih the in-
troduction of paan, cashewnut trees as
well as vegetables and fruits 1ed to an
almost radical change in the work and life
styles of the Jower class population as weil
to the restructuring of the division of
labour in the family. It signiticantly
changed rheir diet and introduced them
to new kinds of food. The enormous pro-
tits from paan and cashewnut production
and the incomes earned through the main
occupation, whether that of fishing or of
various artisan activities, made possible
considerable economic mobility. Some
families were even able to buy cultivable
land and start rice production while the
artisan castes of Domo and Hadi reaped
enormous benelits out of their traditional
activity, that of basket making.

As most of these families continued 10
maintain a stake in their traditional oc-
cupation, it was women and children who
were now involved in these new economic
activities. The burden of maintaining the
new crops generally grown on homestead
lund, usually fell on the women whose
sphere of activities now expanded. Among
the lower fishing comnmunities, specially
the Jhali and the Khejali, the women of

March 25, 1989

the fanily also trapped lobsters whiie the
clittdien collected shrimp eggs for sale.
The Bhooirija women have been tradi-

tionally sellers of fish, seiling it cither in -

the local market or in the villages. None
of these activities were redistributed,
rathier other work relating 10 agriculoure
increased, giving the poorer class woman
a sighificant stake in the land, the sea and
its resources. Their militancy can be trac-
cd 1o these lactors.

It the upward mobility of the lower
groups in the social structure hiad a siarted
a decade back, its spread 1o the other sec-
tions of this class has been a recent
phenomenon. An ideua of its exient can be
gauged from the fact that not only i it
tare 10 tind a cultivating caste which does
not produce pain but it is also rare to lind
any family which is totally dependent on
one major occupation as a souice of in-
come 11 it is not paan, a family is involy-
ed in producing cashewnut or veyetables
and fruits in addition o fish and selling
it in the marh o Unfortunately, there are
no government statistics which hghlight
the nature and extent of paan production
or that of other cash crops in thus ared.
The only available statistics aic quoted in
the recent report brought cut by the
Peoples’ Union for Democratic Rights
(PUDR), entitled Bheeta Mauri. 1 quotes
the district agriculture office us indicat-
ing that there were more than 10,000 paan
bargyas in the area to be acquired lor the
NTR in the Baliapa! block. This seems to
be a gross underestimate. There must be
as many as a lakh barusus in that area if
we depend on the estimate 1 made after
doing a detarled eight-village survey of
that arca.

Il the lower classes used their
homestesd or e¢ncroached land to culti-
vate paan, cashewnut and nitiate other
horticultural activities, the upper groups
made paan baryjus near their cultivable
laud or on Lund encroached or acquired
near the sea. In most cases, the males of
the household with additional wage
labour tended to their culuvation. It is rare
to find the upper groups having more than
two paan bargjas. Paan needs intensive
nurturing and most owners prefer 10 do
this personally. When outside lahour is
ased, it is mainly to do the hard work
relating 1o watering which takes place
twice or thrice a week. This may be one
of thie reasons for the luck of monopolisa
tion of paan production by the upper
classes in the society with the consequent
growth of landlord form of capitalism, the
other being the lack of availability of
permanent agriculture labour, most non-
cultivaling castes having started their own
cultivation on homestead land. Perhaps
for these reasons competitive capitalism
seems 10 have its heyday in this area at this
juncture of the developiment of its economy.
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CanV.P. Siﬁgluid Fe
afford to junk the -
Baliapal National

Range project -
and jeopardise the
Indian missile
programme?

: unchecurom Chamhpur-

FocUs|

o Tk

olitics and national in-

terests do not always go

together. The Bdhapal

National Range projectisa

classic example. In an era
where missiles continue to dictate
global realpolitik, there is a general
consensus on the need to develop
indigenous missile capability. Yet,
Opposition politics has found it more
expedient to stonewall the missile
programme and. in particular, the
defence establishment’s proposal to
locate a National Range at Baliapal in
Orissa for test-launching the missiles,
Today, the Opposition is in power and
it is responsible for preserving the
long-term security interests of the
country. The point is: can the Opposi-
tion government now make domestic
political issues subservient to national
security needs?

Prime Minister V.P. Singh is clearly
in a dilemma. Three important Orissa-
based leaders of his party, the Janata
Dal. have for the past few years made
their political career by opposing the
sctting up of the National Range at
Baliapal. Orissa Janata Dal chief Biju
Patnaik has gone to the cxtent of
condemning the entire missile prog-
ramme on the assumpticn thzt it i3
aimed at developing nuclear capability
and two of his top lieutenants, Nila-

moni Routray and Samarendra Kun-

du, have used the issue to organise the
residents of Baliapal against the test
range proposal. Leading the Baliapal
agitation has paid rich political di-
vidends for the Janata Dal in Orissa.
In the November 1989 Lok Sabha
polls, Kundu won from Balasore (the
district in which Baliapal is locatcd)
and Routray from the neighbouring

"Puri seat. Routray has subsequently

been inducted into the central Cabinet
as health minister.

V.P. Singh seems to appreciate the
importance of Baliapal and to avoid
controversy has taken the easy way
out. When he was asked in Parliament
whether the government will go ahead
with the Baliapal range proposal, he
sidestepped the question and declared
that the Integrated Guided Missile
Development Programme (IGMDP),
of which the National Range is a part,
would continue. But the question is
whether he can politically handle the
problem, Especially since leaders like
Biju Patnaik have openly condemned
the Baliapal proposal. Patnaik, in fact,

B in a letter to former Prime Minister

Rajiv Gandhi (dated 2 June 1986),
had stated: “l am considerably dis-
turbed about  starting an
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exceedingly high  cost
test range under the aegis
of the defence ministry, the
military use of which can
only be had by missiles with
nuclear warheads.. Must
India also participate in the
ultimate ‘crime’ of des-
troying life on this planet.”

Patnaik’s argument rests
on the assumption that the
Indian missile programme
is aimed at developing mis-
siles for nuclear strikes.
This, despite the govern-
ment’s emphasis that none
of the five missiles under
development are capable of
carrying nuclear payloads.
Even Agni, the largest mis-
sile, is just a ‘technology
demonstrator’ and, unlike

the other missiles of the
IGMD programme, is not
being developed for full-
scale production. Patnaik's
other assumption is cqually
fallacious. He contends
that by developing missiles
capable of carrying nuclear
payloads, Baliapal (and,
for that matter, the rest of
the country) will automati-
cally become a target for
nuclear attack by foreign
powers. “Why does the de-
fence department feel that
the Baliapal site will not
some day come und¢r the
spectrum of telemetric in-
tervention from the soil of
Bangladesh through the
‘good offices’ of China or
USA? What prevents nuc-
lear devastation from being
let loose on India from Tibet or
Diego Garcia in the event of nuclear
conflict in our subcontinent?” Patnaik
wrote. Apart from anything else, this
argument is naive because it presumes
that India is not already under any
nuclear threat. Contrary to what Biju
Patnaik believes, experience has
shown that a nuclear deterrent capa-
bility is the best guarantee against
military adventurism.

f it is accepted that India needs to

develop indigenous missile capabil-
ity, then the necessity of a test range at
Baliapal cannot be denied. For, the
fundamental point missed out by the
critics of the National Range proposal
is that Baliapal is not an optional site.
It is the only site available in the entire
country for testing long range missiles

a (Clockwise from top) The missile tracking sta
and, V.P. Singh: in a dilemma
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and for satellite launches. As far back
as in November 1978, the government
had set up a committee to identify a
site for the establishment of an in-

he critics of the
National Test Range
must realise that
Baliapal is the only
site available in the
country for testing
long range missiles

—1

tion at Chandipur; Biju Patnail;

strumented test range. A gn
experts had surveved a num
places including Sunderbans i
Bengal, the Kanyakumari are
bhaya in Orissa, Andaman anc
bar Islands, and the Balasore (
al) coast. The only suitable sitc
was the Balasore coast. In 19
Orissa government had
approached for the necessary la
the then chief minister. who w:
other than Nilamoni Routra
agreed in principle.

The Baliapal range was prop
a ‘national facility” since it wo
be used for launching the India
Research Organisation's (ISRC
polar satellite (PSLV) an
stationary (GSLV) launch w
Baliapal, in fact, is more cru
ISRO’s space launches than a
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@ (From top) Villa

else. For many years now, ISRO has
been trying to develop rockets which
can place large satellites capable of
photographing the earth (remote sens-
ing) in polar orbits and to station even
larger statellites in orbit over the
equator for communication purposes.
Till this day, India is dependent on
western sources for remote sensing
data and launches its communication
satellites in French and US rockets.
India’s ambitious PSLV programme is
certain to be seriously jeopardised if
the Baliapal project is not completed
on time.

Space experts point out that the
amount of payload or the size of the
satellite the PSLV can put in polar
orbit is critically dependent on the
place from where it is launched.
Baliapal is the only site from where
the PSLV rocket can be launched in a
longitudinal direction and directly into
polar orbit. If, on the contrary, it is
launched from Sriharikota, the pre-
sent ISRO range, the PSLV will have

ers demonstrating against the Baliapal test range; the
National Test Range site: popular movement

to be launched in a south-easterly
direction and then guided into a polar
orbit. This will take far more fuel and
its payload consequently will have to
be decreased.

Rockets launched from Baliapal
can, moreover, be tracked all the way
during its ascent into the upper
reaches of the atmosphere. During the

rime Minister V.P.
Singhis clearlyina
dilemma regarding
the missile
programme. For,
three important
Janata Dal leaders
from Orissa have
made their political
career by opposing it

take-off stage, the rockets are tracked
optically from the launch site and

during the first initial seconds of flight |

the launch range's instruments can
track and receive data from the rock-
et. But within seconds, the rocket
moves out of range and tracking and
telemetry (data receiving) stations
have to be placed down range. Down
the coast from Baliapal, there are a
number of telemetry stations already
established including one at the In-
terim Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur.
Further down the coast, tracking can
be done from Sriharikota and from the
ISRO station at the Car Nicobar
Island.

The Bay of Bengal similarly pro-
vides an ideat stretch of sea over which
missiles can be fired. This part of the
Indian Ocean does not have major
international maritime or airlines
routes criss-crossing it and during test
launches the few existing routes can be
closed temporarily without causing
much disruption. More important, the
Bay of Bengal, is, in a sense, a
protected sea. On the western side it
can be monitored from peninsular
India and in the east there is the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands chain.
This means that telemetry stations can
be set up easily to cover most of the
Bay area.

Baliapal, moreover, is located in a
‘charmed’ metereological spot. This is
an area off the Orissa coast that forms
a natural concavity
not prone to cyclones that frequently
develop in the Bay of Bengal. The
continental shelf extends to several
kilometres into the sea from Chandi-
pur and the shallow waters dampen
wind speeds. Conscquently, studies
shown that at an average between 248
to 280 days a year are available for
launches. This is better than what can
be obtained at any other site along the
eastern coast. Baliapal’s greatest
advantage, of course, stems from the
fact that ballistic missiles can be laun-
ched longitudinally. Baliapal is lo-
cated close to Longitude 87 degress 20
minutes East and missiles launched
from here could have a toally unob-
structed trajectory over the sea. In
case of failure the missiles would
plunge into the sea without raining
tonnes of highly explosive fuel on land
areas.

horn of politics and the attendant
anti-nuclear rhetoric, opposition
to the National Range now revolves
around a very simple issue: rehabilita-
tion of the 40,000-odd villagers who

and i1s |
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are likely to be displaced. [F
Thg Centre in conjuction
with the Orissa government
had come up with a Rs 25
crore rehabilitaiton plan,
which included provisions
tor homestead land, build-
ing model villages with all
civic amenities and the set-
ting up of industries that
would employ a percentage
of the displaced persons.
The ambitious plan,
however, ignored the fact
that the principal livelihood
of the locals is the cultiva-
tion of highly lucrative cash
crops, including betel leaf and cashew.
The rehabilitation package contained
no nrovision for alternative cultivable
land and consequently was strongly
opposed by the local villagers, who
have in the past few years become so
militant that no official of the district
adminstration are even allowed to
enter the Baliapal area.

If the rehabilitation plan was short-
sighted. 1t was chiefly because the
state government (under former chief
minister J.B. Patnaik) was highly lack-

|

adaisical in its approach to the entire
project. Patnaik did not once visit the
area and the state administration
made no c¢fforts to find out how the
villagers could be best resettled. As
one defence ministry official pointed
out: “Considering that the Govern-
ment of India 1s prepared to spend
hundreds of crores on the National
Range. it is hardly LOHCCI\:db](. that it
would have demurred in spending a
few extra crores on rchabilitation.”
Some defence ministry officials have
studied the probiem and have found

Nllamonl Rouiray bemg sworn in as Union mmlster. whatnow? previous government,

out that betel leaf anc
cashew cultivation was no
traditional to the Baliapa
region but was introducec
by the state government :
couple of decades ago
These officials say that hun
dreds of acres of” unoccu
pied land is available nortl
of Baliapal where th
affected villagers can b
resettled .,

What seems to be lackin;
in the circumstances is th
requisite political will. Th
de
spite championing the National Rang
proposal, did little to solve the im
mediate problems on the ground. Ir
stead. it compromised by setting up
much smaller and inadequate Interir
Test Range at Chandipur, a fe
kilometres downstream from Baliapa
The present government. in contras
is even more handicapped. The settin
up of the National Range will depen
largely on whether V.P. Singh choost
to play the role of a politician or
statesman. e
Indranil Banerjie/New Delhi
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DALIAPAL TEST RANGE : PEOPLE'S STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL

i

By KAVALJIT SINGH *

Quite often, the government's choice of various project sites is
devdid of human considerations and leadsgto avoidable human misery.
The decision of the Government of India to establish the National

Testing Range (NTR) project at Baliapal and Bhograi blocks in the
Balasore district of Orissa is an example of this. 1In spite of
serious protests by many eminent citizens to raeconsider the decision, .
the government wants to displace nearly one lakh people from their
traditidnal'agricultural land and establish a baliistic missile base-—
ostensibly'to test the missiles that the country is now about to
produce, '

The Government has maintained a great deal of secrecy about the
exact structure of the NTR project. According to d=fence sources,
the total cost of the project would be around Rs, 4,000 crores,

The project will involve 350 km. of the Orisza coast - from Baliapal
in the north to Chilika lake in the south. Missiles with a range
of 150-200 km, will be tested in the beginning and the radars

would also have the same tracking range. The nilgiri Hills, barely
35.km. south~west of Baliapal, will be develop2d as the central
tracking station and Baliapal-Bhograi will functio: as the infras-
tructfél and managcrial core of the project. Meanvhile, constru-
ction werk at MNilgiri Hills has already begun and an abandoned

ir-force bhare, constructed during World War II at Pasagobindpur,

ol

2

> km. wa2st of Baliapal,is being renovated.

i e ———

* Society for Participatory Pacearch in Asia, 45, Sainik Farm,
Khanpur, New Delhi - 110 062,
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haiiap:l anﬁ.Bhogfai blociks are a strip of land on the south and

north of the mouth of Subernekha river as it meets the Bay of Bengal.
There blocks have the hichest density of 441 and 538 persons per
square km, respectively actainst Orissa's averge density of 151 persons
per sg. km. Known as the granary of Orissa, the area has fertile
agricultural land. At current prices,-an acre of land costs between
Rs., 30,000 and Rs. 75,000, 13eg§l leaf, groundnut, cashewnut and
coconut are theﬁmajor crops. Fish catch-is very high as the coastal
zone’zghgzgzbisisturbed by naval traffic,

To understand the exact magnitude of the displacement .the Ganatan-
trik Adhikar Suraksha Sangathan (G.A,S.S.)‘ Orissa ,affiliated to the
All-India Federation of Organisations for Democractic Rights (AIFOFDR)
sendC a team oqlfact—finding mission to Baliapal and to submit a
report to the nation highlighting the problem of the democractic
rights of the-people. The terms of reference of the fact~finding
team werglfollowing 1— ‘

a) to assess ths human problem;
b) to weigh the oros and cons of the proposed defence base: and
c) to gauge the psychological problems of the uprooted humanity

of that area for generations to come.
The team visited 25 pooulous villzges of Balilapal block and held
mecetings with about 35,000 people in various gatherings. Prior to
this visit, village-survey parties surveyed the area in advdnce,
made an inventory of proiductive and valuable things and brought
out a detailed report. The important findings of the report are

ft)

given in the followinc tables : {i‘%l¢~A 2oaod C‘)
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Bhubaneswar, April 24: The
National Test Range resistance
committee has stepped up the
recruitment of volunteers for
suicide squads in Baliapal area
of Balasore district, which has
been virtually under its control
for over two-and-a-half years.

The committee leaders feel
the government, which is pre-
paring to dispatch its official
teams to the area, may attempt
to move into the area on May 2,
when a large Congress(I) rally is
scheduled to be held at Baliapal
block headquarters, just outside
the proposed National Test
Range site. This will, however,
depend on the trunout at the
rally, where government officers
and policemen will be present in
adequate strength.

According to the chairman of
the test range resistance com-
mittee, over 1000 people -enrol-
led themselves in the suicide

e PR S

squads during the current vil-
lage-to-village recruitment
drive. The number of the volun-
teers—mostly students, young
men and women—would soon
reach 5000, he said. He added
that each village would have a
suicide unit.

The government started
gearing up its machinery to en-

he also had talks with high-
ranking officials and ministers
from Balasore district.

The government’s first move
would be to enter the site and
re-establish the government's
authority over the local popu-
lace. The resistance committee
has been vjirtually rurning a pa-
rallel administration in the area,

FOCUS

ter the area after the chief
minister, Mr J.B. Patnaik’s re-
cent visit to Balasore, where he
said the administrative deadlock
in Baliapal would not be toler-
ated any longer. Following the

‘ defence minister, Mr K.C. Pant's

advice last month to expedite
imnplementation of the delayed
test range project, Mr Patnaik
held a series of discussions with
the district officials and his
partymen at Balasore. Earlier,

posing a challenge to the Pat-
naik government, which has so
far not confronted the situation
for fear of large-scale violence.

The committee volunteers,
who broadly speaking, include
almost all the residents of the
area, have been guarding the
“no entry” gates erected at
strategic points. With slogans
like “We would rather die than

leave our native land” and “We"

want our land and not a military

‘ing the lands for the defence

squads formed at Baliapal F,

base,” they have been barring
everyone from the zone, except
those recommended by the re-
sistance committee.

The committee has taken
charge of law and order and the
essential administrative jobs,
like auctioning of fishing zones
and cashewnut fields. The peo-
ple have not been paying taxes
to the government and have de- |.
nied themselves the benefits of
the development projects.

If the government succeeds in
regaining its hold over the area,
the most difficult task of acquir-

project would remain to be
accomplished. The government
feels that once the land is ac-
quired and the villagers accept
the compensation, it would
bacome much easier to evict the
people. A public relations drive
is being mounted to convince the
people that they would be paid
admiuate compensation and re-
hebilitated in the “model vil-

lages” now under construction.
4
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Balasore live

Bhubaneswar, June 6 (UNI): The
upcoming National Missile Test
Range (NTR) at Baliapal, the
Proof and Experimental Orga-
nisation (PEQ) of the Defence
and Research Development
Organisation at Chandipur, 16
km away and now the Interim
Test Range (ITR), also at Chan-
dipur, hawe all compounded the
Balasore district people’s fears.

The people have peacefully.

lived with the PEQ but have
been resenting the establish.
ment of the NTR, as it will
uprcot thousands of them. But
the ITR has come to them as a
new phenomenon.

The defence ministry recently
announced in Delhi that it had
successfully tested a powerful
missile 1n April, and that
another would be tested in July
from the ITR at Chandipur, very
near to Balasore town. It also
said that future testing would
require temporary evacuation of
the local population.

This has left the peorle, in-
ciuding those of Balasore town,
restive, The CPIHeader, Mr Arun
Dey, their spokesman, told a
news conference here yesterday

that the defence ministry's de-
nial of their earlier allegation
that testing had started from the
ITR without demarcating the
safety zone had further compli.
cated the situation.

The ministry clarified that
whatever activities went on’ at
Chandipur were a part of, and
followed the original design of,
the NTR. It claimed that the
concrete structures that were
being built there were for the
safety of the inhabitants.

The chief minister, Mr J.R.
Patnaik, had, at a public meet-
ing at Balasore recently, accused
“frustrated Opposition leaders”
of trying to mislead the Balasore
people about the range, and
warned of stern action against
mischief-mongers

Mr Dey said the repart on
testing long and medium range
missiles from the ITR, necessi-
tating shifting of population,
had struck panic in the people of
Balasore town and the adjuining
Chandipur, Gudupahi, Jaydev
Kasaba Pahi, Nidhipada and In-
chudi areas, especially because
the testing had commenced
without demarcating the safety

zone as required under the Field
Artillary Practices and Firing
Act and the Seaward Artillary
Act,

Missiles off course

Mr Dey alleged that the tests
already carried out in April were
a0t a success as claimed by the
defence department. Some of
them had failed to produce the
desired results, giving rise to the
fear that powerful missiles test-
fired in future could as well hit
unspecified objects.

He alleged that some of the
missiles were “truant’ ones,
leaving scientists engaged in the
testing confused, and sgmpe mis-

about 50 km away from the test
s gseveral prople experi
enced a shower of metal parti
cles, though no casualty was re-
ported.

The CPI leader also expressed
grave concern at the ITR's re-
perted move to have nuclear
missiles tests at Chandipur in
the coming months. “This will
not only seriously affect the en-
vitonment, but also affect nearly
lakh fishiermen living bLe-

tween Chiawmukh and Dhamra,”
£l

Tivee
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s in fear of stray missiles

he said.

Mr Dey said the defence
ministry’s leaflet indicating its
intention to build a road along
the sea between Baliapal and
Dhamra only confirmed popular
suspicion that days of marine
fishing along the Balasore coast-
line were numbered once the
ITR and NTR functioned reg-
ularly.

He said non-specification of
safety zones gave rise io the
apprehensinn that large areas,
including the outskirts of Bala-
sore town and the entire Chandi-
pur area, would be included in
the ranges. He wondered if ITR
authorities had indicated the
safety zone to the state govern-
ment.

He expressed surprise over
the fact that the state govern-
ment and the defence depart-
ment kept silent despite news.
paper reports quoting Maj. Sat-
ish Chandra, in-charge of de-
fence planning in Orissa, about
test-firing from the ranges. He
demanded that the state povern.
ment immediately take the Bala.
sore peaple into confidence ab.
aut the whole matter,

g
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Frotesters tu

Test range stir
spreads beyond

Baliapal
From $,P. Nanda
“Baliapal, June §: The resistdnce

Jocation of the National Test
Range (NTR) at Baliapal in coas-
-tal Balasore district has assumed

sure by the defence ministry this
week that the ongoing Interim
Test Range (ITR) project ‘at
‘Chandipur, near ' Balasore, is
‘part of the NTR.." ;

» The people of Baliapal got
powerful support from the peo-
ple of Balasore -town, which
observed a total baudh on June 1
.in protest against the locaticn of
the 1TR at Chandipur. which is
fonly 3 kms from the district
headguarters “town. Hitherto,
the people of Balascre had given
bnly lukewarm support to the
residents of Baliapal, after the
governmenr had explained to
them that the NTR project
would not affect them but would
instead help in the deyelopment
‘of the districe. 1 - ¢ .
F="Observers here:feel thar. the
government’s efforts to isclate
the people. of Baliapal from the
residents of Balasore town and
other areas of the district will
fail totally. The June 1 bandh

- mems - = i unGApCULEd INEAs

.of the leaders of the NTR resist-
ance movement, particularly Mr
Arun:Dey of -the-CPI and Mr
Samarendra Kundu-of the Jana-
ta ‘Party, and-also despite’ the
presence in the town since the
previous night of the chief minis.
‘ter, Mr-J.B.-Patnaik. -
Fear turns to panic
‘The fear of the Balasore resi-
dents emanated from'the state-
‘ment of the minister of state for
d.efence. Mr'Arun Singh,’in Par-
liament in April that a surface-
to-air missile had been success-
fully tested at Chandipur. The
fear, developed into panic when
Maj-Gen. Satish Chandra, direc-
tor of the NTR project, indicated
to thepress'in May that the
testing of the powerful missiles
would necessitate shifting of the
local population elsewhere and
removal of the concrete civilian
structures. Mr ‘Arun Dey re-
minded newsmen that the spoils
of some missiles tested in early
,April Had landed at-Basudevpur,
about ‘50" kms?from” Chandipur,
‘with :the 'localf:pepple;.“ex-
‘periencing a shower of particles,
including -metal.ipieces.?,;No
‘damage ~to “any:property ., was,
Jhowever::reported.
‘Half-truth’
Adding to.the sense of panic
;was the press reports from Delhi
in ea'rly May : quoting experts
¥ working on the ITR that no safe-

movement against the proposed

a new dimension with the disclo-~

.sure of success despite the arrest’

"ty zone had been demarcated t
Chandipur. It was only after the
Balasore people’s reaction was
manifest through the June 1
bandh that the defence ministry

- issued a release denying the re-
port about the non-demarcaticn
of the safety zone. The release,
however, said a compound wall
was being constructed to ensure

safety of the people, This has not -

dispelled suspicions and the de-
fence ministry’s clarification i
regarded- as at best a “half
truth.” - :
" CM's remark confusing
The people here had so far
_Leen given the impression that
cthe NTR would be confined w
. the Baliapal-Bhograi areas. The
chief minister, Mr J.B. Parnaik,
anncunced at a Conpressil)
. workers convention ar Balasore
on June 1. that the NTR would
not be shifted to Chandipur, Bui
his statement has only confused
people in the light of the disclo-
sure that the ITR is part of the
“orginally planned” NTR at
" Baliapal, :
" Mr J.B. Pawnaik had never
mentioned the NTR-ITR link
and so there is suspicion that the
government is not revaling the
b i 13 el

whonla feash

some of the areas left out from
the proposed NTR site during a
review about a year ago might
graduaily be included in, it.

- .As far as the ITR is concerned
people in areas adjoining Bala
sore town have also begun to
press fears about their eviction
in the near future. They also feel
that the ITR-NTR project would
rob several lakhs of fishermgn of
their sources of livelihood and
that"the age.old marine fishing
in Balasore district, on- a wide
stretch between Chowmukh in
the north and Dharma in-the
south, would come to an end.

28 die of cholera
in Kerala

Trivandrum, June 8 (PTI): The
health minister, Mr A.C. Shan.
mugadas’ toddy informed the
Kerala Assembly that 28 persons
had died of cholera in Palghat
district.in the last few weeks.

He said 3617 cases of gastroen-
teritis and. cholera. had so far
-beenireported.from the district,
‘All-“arfangements ‘had .been
‘made’to provide medicines and
other relief measures to the vic.
tims.:

A team from the Trivandrum
Medical College had visited the
area and the situation was now
under control, the minister said,
-adding that anti-cholera opera-
tions would be continued,

gniiit&nt igg . ;’é /é}) }f

test range zone
B . h
The Yole ¢vapy
an unanuounced reéefictiont of
supplies of essentiel commod-
Balasore, June 9: The resistance ' ities ‘and sioppage ol develop-
movement against the national ment wurk. o 2
‘test range (NTR) in the Baliapal The ‘government’s obvious iii‘
area turned more militant late ' tention to demoralise the peopie
last month, with the kidnapping has not achieved tie desired
of the Balasore .district Youth result, but or: the bther hand ha;.
Congress(l) president, Mr: left people more antagonise
Jayanarayan Mohanty, a suppory and egitated:
ter of the project. : . )
Mr Mohfnt; was kidnapped . Land acquisition
by: hardliners among the agita- The governmem_'s plan 'was to
tionists, confined to a room and ~acquire ‘the entire land of the
assaulted. The police managed . NTR site by the end of summer
to rescue him after several hours next year (1988). The chief
of confinement only with the minister, however, made a state-
help of other leaders of NTR ~ment last year that the land
movement. However, it has not acquisition would be deferred
yet dared to arrest the abduc- till the people were reudy io0
tors, fearing that the agitation accept the plan for their rehpbi:
would then intensify further. litation elsewhere.

For the first time, too, two '~ The CPl's Mr Arun Dey, a
ministers belonging to Balasore prominent leader of the rosist-
district, Mr Jadunath Dash ance movement, has said that
Mohapatra and Mr Bhupal the government now intended 1o
Meohapatra, failed to attend a evacuate the Baliapal people Ly

Frem S. P. Nanda

“Thigh school function in the the end of this year (1987) itself,

! Baliapal area {(but outside the after starting the process of land
NTR site) as about 10,000 resi-, acquisition around the Durga

idents from the preposed NTR' Puja time. He has reiterated his

sone obstrucied the road piro- demand that the 'govermment
testing against the location of first honour its commitment to
tha test range and their resul- persuade the people that their
tant eviction. eviction was in their own in-
Taxes_not paid terest. )

{'I he state povernment has failed CM avoids visit )

I miserably in its attempts to The chief minister, Mr _].l'!..Pfat-
“prrsuade” the people of Baliap- naik, has been avoiding visiting
al to accept the project and Baliapal to meet the people and
agree to their displacement. The explain 1o tlhen:l the _]u.suiu:auon
special public relations officer of the project’s location there.

-l pusted at Baliapal three months He has remained silent about his

ago with fairly adequate man- long overdue trip to Baliapal,
power and transport facilities alter the last-minute deferment
has chosen not to move into the  of his much-publicised sche-
NTR «ite in the farn nf tha dulad vielt in tha lottor smare of
movement. No other officials of last year, under the plea of
the government have been able heavy rains. To add to his embar-
to enter the area either during rassment and fear, the local Con-
the last one-and-a-half years. gress(I) MLA; Mr Yudhisthir
The nocn-cooperation of the Jena, has now turned as strong
people with the government critic of the l‘!TR as any Opposi-
machinery in the form of non- tion politician. Mr Patnaik
payment of taxes continues. The undertook a three-day tour of
government has retaliated with Balasore district last month.
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Thubaneswar: No proposed
locaticn of a government pro-
ject in Orissa has provoked
such strong resistance from
focal residents in recent vears
=3 that of the national rocket
test range at Baliapal in Bala-
sore district. With the chief
minister, Mr J. B. Patnaik, re-
peatedly announcing his gov-
ernment’s determination to ex-
tend gll aszistance in con
structing the Union govern-
ment’s defence establishment,
there are increasing signs of a
mcvement taking shape in the
coastal north Balasore areas of
Baliapal and Blograi where
nearly one lakh people have to
be displaced in the event of
the proposal being im
plemented.

The strongest warning
against going ahead with the
scheme has come from Dr
Harekrushna Mahatab, former
chief minister and the head of
the state’s second largest
circulated daily new:paper,
Prajatantra,who announced at
a news conference last week
that there was a distinct possi-
bility of “bloodshed™ if the
government did not withdraw
its proposal. Dr Mahatab, who
hzils from the Balasore district
has, in all effect, furthered the
Janata Pariy-led stir against
the proposed defence estab-
lishment with his large follow-
ing ir the district and a major
newspaper at his command.

That the local people are up
in arms against the scheme is
well evident from the massive
response to several public ral-
lies organised by the Janata
Party in the area during the
recent months. Hundreds of
women came out in a proces-
sion during Mr Biju Patnaik’s

visit to the area. While ‘he
former state minister for e. ter-
nal effairs, Mr Samarendra
Kundu, has already organised
a series of agitational program.
mes, Mr Gadadhar Giri, a for-
mer legislator of the area, has
announced that the defence
astablishment could be set up
“only on my corpse.”
Judging from the feeling of
the people to be affected, it is
but natural that the Opposi-
tion politicians would take full
advantage of the situation. The
ruling party leaders’ counter-
argument that the scheme was

ORISSA

approvec during the Janata
regime is hardly helping them
to absolve themselves of the
responsibility. Political obser-
vers here feel that in the
event of a fresh Assembly 2lec-
tion, not only will the wwo
north Balasore constituencies
of Jaleswar and Bhograi be lost
tc the Congress(I), but almost
all the 12 seats of the Balasore
district as well. All the two Lok
Sabha scats and 12 Assembly
seats in the district went to the
ruling party in the last polls.

Wooing legislators: This is

one of the reasons why the

. SETs

3 R

% §

A woman who is amaong more than a lakh of peaple
against the implementation of the project (lefri,
cultivation, which s to be acquircd for the nauonal rocket test range

to be displaced from
cida part of the 30-km streich of lond under beial

chief minister has inducted as
many as three members from
the Balasore district into_his
munistry—the largest ministe:
rial representation given to
any district, While the minis-
ters have not reacted to the
implementation of the scheme,
the few legislators who were
revicusly critical of it are of
ate silent in the face of the
chief minister’s announcement
to go ahead with the project.
This provoked Dr Mahatab to
react sharply that the legisla-
tors were “cowards”™ and the
ministers had no time to think

the Baliapal area. pleading

alasore rockes test range project resented

of the people as they were

reoccupied with “laying
oundation stones of lava-
tories.”

The proposed location of the
national rocket test range is to
cover a densely populated area
of 170 sq km deprivin ople
of about 1., famihes of
their traditional sources ot

0d. The ares trehodes
nearly 30,000 acres of private
land where paddy, betel leaf
cashewnur, groundnut and
i:oconut crops grow. Besid€s, a
arge number of people de-
pend on fishing in the sea end
the nver Subdrnarekha. Con.
strucuon of the fzst range will
also deprive the people of
their existing educational in-
stitutions—one college, 20
high schools, 50 middle schoc s

and many more primary |

schools.

The people of the Baliapal-
Bhograi area, who are highly
politically conscious, are
aversé to the idea of 'iosfng
their hearths and homes for a
project which,iBr Mahatab
argues, can be set up in a
thinly populated area like the
Apdaman and Nicobar islands.

oreover, the compensation of
Rs 17 crores for alternative
employment facilities in re-
habilitation zones is consi-
dered 1o be too meagre a provi-
sion, which would reduce the
people to_ perpetual poverty
and misery. No specific rehabi-
litation measures seem 4o
have been planned yet..Fdrth-
er, the compensation for the
land to be lost has been esti-
mated at the 1971 price, which
is claimed to be 10 times lower
than the present rate.

S. P. Nanda
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BHUBANESWAR :
"] Talks held last week
: between the govern-
ment, represen-
i 1atives of the op-
. position and the
et lallelat ™ National  Test

Range (NTR) resistance commutice
have helped defuse the tension that
i had been building wp in and around
-Baliapal in Balasorc district. It also
" leared the atmosphere of mistrust. (o
'me extent. according to obscrvers

~y, however, point out that 51 will
mature to read 100 much into
‘come of the talks. Sharp dif-
versist among the partices in-
between the resistance com-
d the Janata leadership and
.ween Biju Patnaik and his
ollcagues in the pary.

is some satisfaction over the

@t the three parties 10 the dis-

couid be brought together. Each

¢ parties returnced from the talks

. & sense of achievement — cach
Its QWD rCasons.

i he government side, led by the chief

unister, clatms that the other two
sides —- the opposition and the NTR
resistance committee — are at last
“reconciled 10 the inevitabiiny of the
projcct” at Bahapal and that its accep-
tance by the people at large is only a
matier of ume,

O his return from the talks. the
chief mintster said much now depends
on how successtul the leader of the

OPPOSILON. Biju Patnatk. a1 whose

Q IMitatve the marathon exercise was

ewsletter / Debmuni Gupta

Will Biju Patnaik pass the B

undertaken last Wednesday is at allay-
ing the fears of the peopte at Baliapal.

He said the Balasore meeting gave
the government its first oppertunity to
clarify 115 stand on the eviction and
use of police torce to acquire land tor
the project.

Representatives of the NTR re-
sistance commitice. on the other hand,
consider 1t no small gain that the
government, which was peaning up for
action, had 1o eventually give them an
assurance that no one would be
evicted unul rehabilitation  arrange-
ments were completed and the vil-
lagers  adequately  compensated  for
their josses.

The agnators ied by the commitiee
have, however. declined 10 dismantle
the barnicades around the project site
or allow the entry of official vehicles,
As things stand, a formal withdrawal
of their three-and-a-half-year agitation
appears 10 be a remote possibilaty.

Biyju Patnaik, if not the enlire opposi-
tion, feels content about his new role
as arbrter and about the fact that the
chief minister, with an cight-year-rule
1o his credit, could not bring about a
rapprochement in the Baliapal tangle
without his personal involvement in
the issue. J. B. Patnaik’s failure in this
respeet is considered a big gain for his
arch political rival.

Observers give crednt 1o the chief
minisier for haveng created a favour-
able impact on the people of Baliapad

and the committce members by s

attempts 1o allay all musgisings over !

prabable use of foree and thewr imrn-
nent eviclon,

‘Biju Patnaik, who had held large
public meetings in the area and ap-
pealed to the people to fight the
project tooth and nail, and had thrown
a challenge to the chief minister to
face the people of Baliapal, is in an
unenviable position himself now. The

chief minister

deftly turned the

tables on Patnaik who found himself
with the unpleasant task of’persuading
the people to change their stand.

e 2

The agitators are further impressed
by his claim that he had been success-
ful i persuading the defence mimistry
1o cut down the project area from the
original 110 sq. km 10 68 sq. km
covering 54 villages. As a resudt.
41,000 people would now be alfected
instead of 73,006, as estimated earlier.

The cluet numister even went o the
cxtent of announcing thit he would iny
10 have the project area further re-
duced so that more people are spared
the traumia of exiction.

Vo The coastal belt of Balasore distiwet,

reparded  as the granan of Onss,
ediny over Rs 30 crores 3 vaw fram

v
its long stretches of betel  vines,
coconul, groundnut and paddv fields.
The project threatens 1o engull about
half 2 lakh hectares of land producing
30,000 1onnes of paddy per vear.

Besides  farmers, the  projected
population of 41,000 10 be evicted will
include traditonal village arnsans.
weavers. petty traders. crattsmen, and
other wage carners. More than 1.500)
fishermen. whose catehes carn Rs. 10
crorea vear, will be uprooted from the
W-km coast

The present project arca has 113
educational and other instnutions n-
cludmtg 13 hugh schoals and a college,

2¢ '8¢

L
aliapal test?

three banks. one sub-post office and
about 100 temples.

The project has also posed social
problems for the villagers. With the
fate of their settlement hanging fire
people from outside refuse to cnter
into negotiations for marriages or real
cstate deals.

While political controversics centre
on the sclection of Baliapal and the
period when the decision was taken,
the people express their misgivings
over the government's claims about
their Rs,  128<crore  rehabiliiation
scheme on the grounds that it had not
heen able o successfully rehabilitate
the displaced people of Hirakud and
Rengali projects all these years.

Political obscrvers are generous in
giving credit 1o the chief minister for
having successtully put the ball in Biju
Patnaik’s court and declining 1o take
on the task of convincing the people of
Baliapal about the inevitability of the
project.

Biju Painaik. who had held large
public meetings in the arca and ap-
pealed 1o the people o fight the pro-
ject woth and rail, and had thrown a
challenge 1o the chiel minister to face
the people of Bahapal, 18 10 an unen-
viable position himselt now.

The chief minister defily turned
the takles on Patnaik, who tound
mmsell with the unpleasant task of
persuading  the people change  their
stand.

The chief mumster has also managed
o crete a nifn the Janata leadershap,

which now stands divided on the
project. While several Janaa leaders
and MLAs do not hesiate to say .that
they are opposed to dismanthing the
barricades and will continue 1o resist
the project, Biju Patnaik and others
want the agitation withdrawn,

The peopie of Bahapal. it may be
recalled, have been agilating againsl
the project ever since 1t was an-
nounced m 1984, They formed a
Khepanasira Pratirodh  Committet
which has been spearheading the
movement. The people set up a 5,000
strong Maran Sena (death squad
professing that its members would
sooner die resisting the project tha
surrender their land.

All notices for the acquisition of lan
were ignored and the entire arca wi
cordoned oft in an attempt 1o keep th
distnict officials and the police awa
from the sie.

The district collector’s writ did
run in the arca where a . virtoall
parallel admimstration came up wn
popular support.

A six-member panel of “judges”™ w:
formed by the commutiee to dispose
cases as per its rules and repulanon
Penalties were imposed on those po
nounced “guilt" and m manv cas
fines up w Rs. 20,008 were impose

Ruds. school buildings.  wlepho
haes and tubewells could not e ¢
parred and public heahth deparime
empiovees did not dare visit the are
Cases of murder and decony could n
be investugated. There has been no
up i the intensity of the agitation cv
SN
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CM, Biju talks to
end Baliapal stir

Hindustan Times Correspondent

BHUBANESWAR, May 17 —
Chief Minister Janaki Ballav Patnaik
today said that efforts would be made
to bring an end to the opposition by the
people of Baliapal in Balasore district
and impress upon them to allow the
setting up of the National Missile Test
Range there.

It may be noted that thousands of
poeple of that area have barricaded
the proposed site of the range and do
not allow any Government officer to
enter the area.

The agitationists are demanding
shifting of the project elsewhere as this
was the most fertile land in the State.
The setting up of the project here will
lead to unemployment and uptrooting
of many families. The would be
affected families are not convinced
with the Government assurances that
they would be rehabilitated in model
villages and provided adequate com-
pensation.

The agitationists under the lead-
ership of Opposition leacer and Presi-
dent of the State unit of Janata Party
Biju Patnaik have agreed to have a
dialogue with the Government tomor-
row at Balasore. Chief Minister will
lead the Government delegation.

, Mr Patnaik in an informal chat said
that it was now three years that people
of that area were resisting the project
and running a Government of their
ywn and that efforts would be made to
sersuade them to call off the agitation

and maintain peace in the area.

He pointed out that he was always
willing for a peaceful talks with the
Opposition parties and the agitation-
ists but the latter were always reluctant
to do so.

He said that now they have agreed
to hold a meeting and some solution
would be found to end the deadlock
which was there for the last three
years.

Mr Biju Patnaik is reported to have
said that efforts would be made to have
the project shifted elsewhere and not
disturb the familics of Baliapal.

Plea to keep
Leh identity

Hindustan Times Correspondent

NEW DELHI, May 17 — Minor- |,

ities Commission member Kushok
Bakula today met Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi and apprised him of the
Buddbhists’ concern in Ladakh over the
recent activities of some Christian mis-
sionaries in the region.

Mr Bakula handed over a letter to
the Prime Minister stating that a

Mizoram based Christian missionary |-

organisation had recently taken 50
young Buddhist children from Leh to
Srinagar for indoctrination. A book
written by a Christian had added fuel
to the fire.

He said a peaceful dharna was on at
Leh Chowk and so far no State Gov-
ernment Minister had visited the city.
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~appeared on the scene. Asthe moncey
caanged hands, pulicemen pounced on
the four, all of whom turned out to be
important members of the Tamil Eelam
Liberation Organisation (Tero). Follow-
ing the arrests, the police were able to free
Mohandas that night from a hut in
Koyambedu on the fringes of Madras city.
Forty-five TELO members were also taken
into custody.

The police have concluded, after all
their investigations, that groups like
rrore and TeLo, which have started dis-
integrating as a result of sertous internal
factional quarrels, arc facing an acute
shortage of funds and arc getting increas-
ingly tempted to resort to kidnappings for
ransom. In November last year, Point
Pedro (in Jafina) businessman K.T. Rajas-
inghamandand travel agent K. Jeyarathi-
nam were kidnapped by Tamil militants
and released only after realisation of the
demanded ransoms. After the Liberation
Tigers proved their domination of the
militant struggle, donations from expatri-
ate and other Sri Lankan Tamils to the
other militant groups started thinning
down and they arenow struggling toeven
sustain themselves. Corroborated Durai-
raja: "1 found that my kidnappers were
having only bread for breaklast, lunch
and dinner on most days."”

The latest series of kidnappings and
the fact that desperate Tamil militants
belonging to the smaller groups have
begun to openly come out in the streets of
Madras toting guns has come as the
proverbial last straw for the pcople of
‘Tamil Nadu. Said Madras Police Commis-
sioner Walter Dewaram: “Sri Lankan
Tamil refugees here should realise that
they are our guests and have to behave
themselves to continue to enjoy our
hospitality.” prLoTE spokesman A.S. Skan-
da says blandly: “We did not kidnap
Durairaja. We arrested him becausc we
had given him moncy for safe-keeping
and he has not returned it While
Srikant, the reLo spokesman, says that
certain irresponsible members of the
group were responsible for the Mohandas
kidnapping and they have been expelled.
But the militants are now under consider-
able public pressure.

However, the militarily-most power-
ful militant group, the 1.TTE, and the Eelam
revolutionary organisers who have re-
cently been working in close cooperation
with the Tigers still enjoy public support.
Otherwise Tamil Nadu's sympathy for the
cause of the Tamils of Sri Lanka would
have by now been drowned in disen-
chantment with militant misbehaviour,

—S.11. VENKATRAMANI

ORISSA

Siege of Balasore

HE battleground is familiar: the
I shores of the Bay of Bengal in the
lush Baliapal and Bhograi blocks of
Balasore district—abode of Lord Shiva—
where the Defence Ministry had been try-
ing for the past lour years to set up a
National Test Range (N1k)—estimated
cost: Rs 3,000 crore—to test newly-devel-
oped missiles, rockets and pilotless target
aircralt. R
_ But the battle strategy has changed.
Everyday. at dawn and dusk, women and
children gather in their lush green fields
blowing conch-shells and beating brass
utensils each time they spot a stranger in
the area, while the men block village
roads Lo reiterate their resolve to light the
creation of the NTR which they believe will
bring economic disaster. Village youth
instead of working in the fields, vie with
each other to enroll themselves as mem-
bers of the Marna Sena (suicide squad) and
guard entry points preventing govern-
ment officials and their vehicles from
entering the area. “We will not surrender
evenaninch ofourland come whatmay,"”
declared Senavolunteer Saroj Kumar Kar.
The battle has now escalated with
villagers imposing a ban on the move-
ment of government personnel and vehi-
cles. The Orissa Government on the other
hand has clamped an undeclared “eco-
nomic sanction” on the area, denying the
villagers essential commodities and agri-
culture credits for the past three months
in a bid to force them to leave their homes
and surrender their rich fertile lands.

But that has only made the villagers
more determined. Village dwellings and
shop walls are littered with slogans in
Oriya, Yudhanahi Shanti Chauhun, Ghati
Nahi Mati Chauhun (We don't want war,
we want our soil). The slogans at the
pegples’ checkgates are more direct:
“Warning: stop! theland is ours, theseais
ours.” With the battle lines drawn, ob-
servers fear that a bloody confrontation

Map by B.K. SHARMA
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The Militant Menace
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KAN])ASAMY Durai-

d raia, 49, a Jaffna Tumil

and formerly a prosper-

ous merchant from Tri-

ncomalee, took refuge

with his family in Ma-

dras about two years

ago. Last month, Durairaja was return-

ing to his flat in Mylapore in the heart of

Madras. when he was abducted by

armed youths. The kidnappers de-

manded Rs 6 lakh as ransom for his

release. Durairaja was forced to write

letters to his wile imploring her to some-

how raise the money and give it to the
hoys, otherwise he would be killed.

Three weeks carlier, a gang of re-

volver and sub-machine-gun wielding

militants had stormed their way into the

posh Anna Nagar residence of Thamod-

haram Manivasagam, a rich busincss-

man hailing from coastal Valvettithurai

town in the Jafina peninsula, now a

L V

|

Kadirvelu Mohandas

director in a Singapore shipping com-
pany, and spirited him away. The boys
demanded a ransom of Rs 25 lakh from
his family. His wife paid up Rs 3.5 lakh.

Yet another bunch of armed Tuamil
youths whisked away another rich
Jaffna businessman, Sinniah Kadirvelu
Mohandas, from the same Anna Nagar
locality, and demanded Rs 5 lakh for his
release. Mohandas was tortured by his
kidnappers, and left to spend his nights
in a mosquito-infested toilet. In yet an-
other similar incident around the same
time, Suryakumar, a $ri Lankan Tamil
travel agent operating now from Ma-

drus, was also kidnapped from his
Arumbakkam residence on the outskirts
of the city.

The families of these kidnapped
Jaffna businessmen preferred not to
lodge formal police complaints. The rea-
son adduced was that they had been
warned of militant reprisals in case they
chose todoso. But top police officials had

Thamodharam Manivasagam

Aphs by SHYAM TEKWANI
v —

been privately informed and the cops
had spread their dragnet.

On the morning of February 16,
events came to a head. Durairaja’s cap-
tors had told his wifc that they were
prepared to show her husband to their
1 1-ycar-oldson, Mayuran, iftheboy was
brought to a prominent hotel in central
Madras. There was an unofficial police
trap laid for the militants at the hotel. As
Mayuran was picked up and taken in a
car by the kidnappers, a plainclothes
policeman got into an autorickshaw

with Durairaja’s wife and gave cke.
Tuckily, the speeding car hit a scooler in
west Madras, and as the public closed in
onthe car Mayuran shouted that he was
being kidnapped.

Two of the four kidnappers managed
to escape while the public caught the
others. Police subsequently identified
them as Selvam, 24, and Subramaniam,
25, belonging to the Peoples Liberation
Organisation of Tamil Eelam (PrOTE),
headed by Uma Maheshwaran.

Based on the information extorted
from the two prorr militants, police
parties fanned out into different areas of
west Madras and rounded up 40 ProTE
members of the Uma Maheshwaran
group. The same night Manivasagam
was released by his gaolers. Subse-
quently, the shipping company direc-
tor's relative who had handed over Rs
3.5 lakh to his kidnappers was able to
identify the recipient, another pLOTE
member. And. thanks to the large-scale
round-ups,Durairaja was also set at lib-
erty the following morning.

Rut Mohandas had yet to be traced.’

The police crackdown on the pr.oTE did
not bring about his release, so it was

Kandasamy Durairaja

obviously another group that was hold-
ing him captive. Tuckily, a couple of days
later, an anonymous telephone caller
ordered Mohandas' wife Bhagavathi to
produce Rs 5 lakh in half-an-hour, and
hand the money over to her husband's
kidnappers near the Ayyappa Temple at
Anna Nagar. Policemen, who had
tapped her telephone, asked her to plead
loralittlemoretime. which was granted.

Well before the appointed hour, over
25 policemen in disguise had sur-
rounded the rendezvous, some as Ayya-
ppa devotees and others as. vegetable
vendors, At the scheduled time four

|
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between the administration and merbers
of the suicide squad is inevitable. Last
fortnight, Janata Party leader Saumaren-
dra Kundu, the former minister of state for
external affairs, sent a memorandum to
Defence Minister V.P. Singh saying: “The
people are determined not to leave the
area. If the Government uses force, it will
spill innocent blood.” Opposition leaders
have asked the Defence Ministry Lo locate
the nTr in a place like the Andaman
Islands, where it would affect less people,
but Minister of State for Defence Arun
Singh has insisted that the Andamans
would cost much more. The Government
also maintained that apart from the cost
factor, the Andamans had far more rainy
days, and lesting required at least 200
clear days, a theory the opposition leaders
refuted, saying that Baliapal had more
rainy days than the Andamans. Still, with
government officials claiming that there
is no alternative site to build the N1r, the
situation scems to be a stand-off.

The administration hasnow taken the
extreme step of imposing an unofficial
cconomic blockade by stopping the supply
of essential commodities and relusing to
ply buses to lift local farming products.
Said Bansidhar Dey, a retail shop owner:
“T'he Government has stopped supplying
sugar, kerosene and other foodgrains
since December as aresult of which people
are buying keroscne in black at the rate ol
Rs9 a litre and sugar at the rate of Rs 7 a
kg.” Added another retailer Gauranga
Bebarta: “*Before the cconomic blockade
wasimposed, each centre was allotted 4.5
quintals of sugar and 416 litres of kern-
seng besides other commodities, but now
our shops are empty.” Collector of
Balasore Priyabarta Patnaik denied that
the administration had imposed any eco-

Villagers enforcing blockade
(left); and slogan against test range:
defiant mood

nomic blockade but added that since
government vehicles and personnel were
not permitted to cnter the villages, they
were unable to monitor the supply.

For farmers, the arca, spread over400
sq km along the seashore and comprising
132 villages, is a virtual goldmine with
cash crops like betel-vines, coconuts and
cashew besides profitable fishing in the
shallow waters. Farmers carn an esti-

Saroj Kar: rcady to die

mated Rs 20 crore a year from betel-vin.
alone. Local farmers say that the NTR
project would not only destroy vast paddy
land but also over 30,000 betel-vines,
thousands of coconut trees and cashew
plants worth over Rs 750 crore.

Said Sanatan Shee of village Tahalia
and a member of the Pratirodh Commit-
tee: “Even the landless and poor here are
richer than their counterparts in any
industrial area. Even a child earns notless
than Rs20aday."” Said Collector Patnaik:
“Tt was natural for the villagers to oppose
such a project when they found that
valuable land and houses would be taken
away and the administration instead of
provoking a confrontation was trying to
ensure normalcy through negotiations.
But the [car and panic had created a big
gap betwecen the administration and the
people.” That was amply illustrated re-
cently when the Government, unable to
meet village lcaders, airdropped pam-
phlets explaining the Government's re-
habilitation plans,

The Centre has announced a Rs 127-
crore rehabilitation package which envis-
ages paying the villagers Rs 50,000 per
acreofland, achain ofindustriesto absorb
all persons to be rendered jobless and even
compensatton for governmentland under
occupation of the villagers. Chief Minister
Patnaik has stated that the Government
will not acquire land until all affected
persons are completely rehabilitated. Vil-
lage leaders, however, disbelieve the re-
habilitation package and lcel that once
they move they will be denied compensa-
tion. The Government, under pressure,
hasnow agreed to reduce the arca for the
project, thus affecting only 68 villages.
The Government has also proposed the
setting up of a model village by the end of
the year so that at least 3,000 villagers
can be accommodated in the first batch.

But the villagers are adamant and
have received support from many opposi-
tion partics. Members from the affected
villages arc running a parallel state and
peoples’ courts, setting up a network o
bring in essential commodities and send-
ing local products outside. Last month,
they turned down a Rs 15-lakh offer of the
~NTR development fund lor their local
college. "We know how to manage our
ownaffairs,” said a Pratirodh spokesman.

The area is being compared Lo Jaffna,
with the Government resorting to block-
adesand the locals defiantly resisting, But
by last fortnight, it was clear that tension
here is rising to dangerous levels and the
Balasore test range could well echo with
the sound of gun-fire even before it is built.

— - FARZAND AHMLD in Baliapal
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