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At / P.U. Baliapel, [ alasore (Driss
Press Statement , D' ‘?)

Erundst an Ct andra Raj

Dt : 1% Deq 1990

In his letter to Sk, Semarendra Kundu dated 6 Nov 1930

She V P Singh tad mentioned in the context of estatlishment of
National Micsile Test Range ( NTR ) at Balispal-Phograi that "...
in view of the State Government's views in the matter, alternative
tites will te ex.mined witkin the overall interest of the country,"

tven though thtis does not amount to a categoric-1 statement
relocctiny the proposed NTR  to be built at B:liapal in Orissa
as has becn concistently demanded ty the peonle of 1te arees siace
1 Aug 19%4 we tave received it with a glimuer of hope. Even though
it e Kational Front govt. ! as lo:it majority we have receiuad it
with optimism as it has le! to the opening of the issue anew for
further consider=tion,

however , ¢h. V € Arunachalam, the Senior Scientific Adviser
to iin. of Defence has recently emptasized on 7 Dec 1990 that there
was no question of chenging the site and thet despite enopmous
pressure ihe ycvt. haz not acceded 1o the demand. The Govt. persists
in its srcument it..t Faliapal is the test location for setlting up
an insirument 1est renge ©s. a neticnal facility. ¢h. Crandrasekhar
Pii has not givenk categoricasl assurance regarding the annulment of
the proposed NTR a2t Faliapal eitler. He has merely seid at a press
conference at thubaneswar on 9 Dec 1990 that "... he would look
into the tecknical details.' The Govt. of India htas stil} not
announced ite cecision not to locate the NTR in the thickly populat=-
ed area of EFaliapal.

The Govi.'s stand has crealed amtiguity. This hzs ceaused
veriouvs misgivings in the‘ﬂﬁds of the people livirg in Baliapal-
Brograi, where more than 102 sg.km, of agriculturally rieh lend

i i aré s~ught to be acquired for the pur-
pose, Cash crops ik. like tetel vines, cashewrut, groundnut, coco-
nuts and smzll fammers, fishemmen ( most of the Fishe folk and
agricultural letoureres in this arem own and operate their own
land )apart from others stand to lose a lot, if the site is not

changed. An average fzymer here cen earn an income of Rs. 40,0C0/-
Pea. from agriculture f ro& with the uyse of least fertilise
¢nd irrigatiion fac1lltges 3 ke income of a tetel vine paan

grbuer rarnges tetween 40,000 and 1 lakbk, annually.

The people of Laliaﬁal Feve united :ttemselves in struggle
ezairet 1l e decicicn to loceste the MR in their homesteads ever
cince 1964 end have succeccfully sioped entry of government offic-
ials and ve!l ichkes avart from preventing construction work on the
szid ~roiects, All seccions of the society tave stood united in
struccle raising ta.ic questicns rbgurdlng development alternatives,
environnental tclance and tte ri-ht of “‘te pecyle to decicde .fteir
fuiure and issuves ihat affect <tem criticelly, UWe tad toped that the

Jancia Dal snd flational Front who had made an electoral camfaign
pledge te shift the loceiion of TR 4p do tle s-=re u%en it acquired
L OWE T yA It—i6—50u. LiLeI e A0 B I = - V F Singh'c leizier
to the Kundu - ) even vith ite amtiguous st and on the
iscue wee noct writien until {ite penuvltimate dey of his reign. Tre
recionse of the jresent coverment docs'nt ceem to insnire much

Foje either.

Ve ex. ress deer concern and protect at ite irdifference
g own bty the Centrel gouvt., to the constistent demand of the peorle.
bWe reiierate ih: L no amount of comuens: tion of rebakilitetion mers-

- sures c:n fulfil devands of the jceople who want immediate cancell-

ation of tte project. we urge once agein the Gov.., t O iake
irediete cecision to review tte locetion of NTR ard fulfil sspira-
tions of our i.eofle. Ue are left with ro option Yut to comtinue
Sur .‘_’.i_.'{._.-:,.éli';; in e r.»L.r_'iHJ‘i‘iE.E'.
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