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(1) Introduction : On May 21, 1986, the Central Government gave its
formal and final approval for siting the National
Range in the Baliapal-Bhograi region of Balasore district, Orissa.
Over the course of time, Government announcements have variously depicted
this range as: a mnational 'test' range; a rocket testing site;, a missile
testing site, a rocket launch station, a short-range missile station; and
a long-range missile station.(However, based on the official ammouncement
of May 21, the Telegraph stated that this was to be a prenierc range for
. India capable also of "testing and launching long-range missiles" -—= em—
phasis ours),. The missiles with which, according to Qovernment statement
this site will be fitted may have ranges of over 1,000 km. In 23ll, 4
villages in Baliapal block and 13 villages in Bhograi block will be
evicted, The amount of land to be acquired immediately for the site is a
total of 102 sq km; and thc number of people to be evicied is, by one out
of varying Government estimates; zround 45,000. The impending eviction
and the nature of the rangs have become topics of heated debate in
Orissa among a widé array of political forces and people. There had also
been a prolonged debate in Parliamcnt generally centred around where the
bas» should be located. And the national newspapers had covered the news
in ©  matter-of-fact reportage. ' '

(2) The team : An all-India fact-finding team, organiscd by the All-India
Pederation of Organisations for Democratic Rights (AIFOFDR),
visited Baliapal on September 18-19, and Balasore on September 20; 1986,
to investigatc the impact of the proposcd National “Test"™ Range on the
democratic rights of the Baliapal residents as well as the democratic
rights of the Indian pcoplc as a whole: namely, the threat poscd to their
life and living conditions. The tcam was chaired by Dr Subhendu Dasgupta
(Centre for South and Southcast Asian Studies, CalqgﬁtarUniversity).
secretary of the team, C. Bhaskara Rao.(General Sceretary, Orgonisation
for the Protection of Democratic Rights, Andhra Pradesh), Vinod Shetty
(Organising Sccretary, Lokshahi Hakk Sanghatana, Maharashtra), Dr Narayan
(engineer, social worker), Vireudra Choudhary (Rajasthan Democratic
Students Front), D.S. Paliwal (Chingari, Udaipur), Gopal Rao (activist,
'Kamgar Ekta's Bombay), Girish Srinivasan (free-lance journalist, Bombay)
and Brajnath Rath (writers; acting president, Gana Mukti Lekhak O Shilpi
Sammukhya, Orissaj; vice-president; Ganatantrik Adhikar Suraksha Sanghathan,
Orissa) were other members of the team, Members of the Asgociation For
Democratic Rights, Punjab arrived just after the team had left Balasore,
and so could not join the tour of the region.

The team interviewed a wide cross~seotion of residents: betel
leaf cultivators, wealthy traders, poor peasants, landless lahourers, old
women, young girlsg students, children, fishermen, teachers, etc, The
team also met members of various organisations working in the region and
obtained their views. The tcam interviewed the District Collector, the
Additional District Magistrate in charge of rehabilitation of those ?o be
evicted, and the Area Commandant of the zone (stationed at the Chandipur
military establishment ). Finally, the team studicd a wide ranse of d?cu—
ments and expert opinions in connection with the National Rangc, India's
space and missile programme, and India's defcnce policys.

(3) Callousncss s The Government had officially notificd for acquisition
at least 160 sq km for this project (115 for the range,
45 for the 'safcty zone'). Howsver, as Arun Singh, Defence Minister,
explaincd in Parliament on August 6, 1986, the Government learnt
thercafter the site was a rich agricultural belt and a heavily populated
zone, Thercupon, 3 1/2 months later, the project size was reduced to
102 sq km (68 in the range, 34 in tne safety zone). This itself speaks
volumes of the CGovernment's casualncss and callousness towards the
livelihoods and rights of tens of thousands of people. If the size of the
range could have been reduced so casily (not out of Govcrnment concern,
but out of the people's agitation) could the Government not have in the
first place given thought to the people's interests?
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as if all this were not enough, it is ammed, as we have mentioned earlicm,
with the Sedition provision of the Indian Peu&l Codsz as well as with the
OfflClal Sgcret? Act to put off any democratic cnonivy or doubt on its pro-
digal ways. Such secrecy is abominable in any truo demoeraitic country, And
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d?n ﬁ let us quote practices of "advanced countrics' rovernients® such as of
tne.H?st e rather, let vz remember itihc cnomous b 7 ing democratic
mobilisation against the war policics and scerecy oi their States by +hc
people of those countries. It is timc we, » people of India, woke up to

3, A . ’ ’
the threat to our lives as a result of our Govenm builé--un ant war

L = ] 1 2 o T 1 o ey ' .- .
hysteria, and tricd to gather the facts. "Dxpertiscey is an ox for scecrecy:
We snould be aware that tae bettor toc cxoo
morc simply he should be able to cxplain its

Jject, the

Quitc apart from the question of what vorimmeny defending
for its pecoplc and why does it hove to Le so seere > wbout it from its
own pcople (while the world arms manufaciturcrs { - kaow oll its plans
and weakncsses), tic quostion that gbtarcs uwg in tho face in the midst of
today's world armamcnts sicuotion ig: How can this Governacnt he so brazmen
as to pretend to self-reliance in national defence? Were there a heavenly
court, surely ouir leaders would be hauled up for ?c“Jery nerjury. There
loom over us the US and USSR. On the first our iadusiriol and agricultural
structures have grown to be hopelessly dependent c¢ven via tihe "world® finan—
cial institutions, and with thec sceond we hove o Lrlcxaéhlp treaty" using
which it may force us to depend on its clicn wilitary force just as it
taught Afhanistan Yto be protected? by it. These two biggest powers will
not allow us to cnicr into, or to fight, any'bwtt}c indegnendently of their
global intentiong --— g0 deeply cntrenched are thelr intoerests herc, Lven
if they were to (for arguacnt's sakc), what about our own history {o date
since 19477 @ven efter 1947 our arned forces continued for years to be

dominated by British officers, training, couipment, stylo. mhu few in the
administration with notions of sul¢~rg11ancc y;t aiter 1947 were cast asmide
e, b — wedckdn  Alascas o LQED  Magck rraw Lh: ewonae far defonce aYe

_:hn”gn o5 Tirst were from the

penditvres on forcign arms rocketing upwards
West, But as hard currcacy. was more dlx1¢cult to poeoure we Tell back into
Sovict arms. Conscquently, in the 1970s, tho USSR Lccoulu&l for uO% of our
arms purchascs, and cach purchasc wicd us for reasons of "econoay" and
Hefficiency' %o a wuo]e further "line® of production and purchases -- of

the same nroducts, of tie components and spa e perts; and ol further so-
phisticated models. In the late 1970s we purchased the Jo ~ar and the

Mirage »lancs at a huge cost from Britain and Frence, vespectively. But
neither in those have we exercised tle orocduction opiion (as ws may in the
latest of the MiG serics, No 29). Not that crercising the production option
after such imports results in self-rcliance. Imnort wf tecanology, adviscro,
whole machincrics, auad snarc parts, in srder to procuce hera acrely means
locating a small part of thc whole process in this counvry. It does not mean
the development of whole linkages of imdustrial, tuchnological, roscarch,

and personncl structurcs ncceded for produclion erpobility, On tic other hand,
we have purchascd the T-72 tanks from the USSR putting aside the Main Battle
Pank (MBT) —— much vauntcd in 1970s ag India's taunk of tac 1880s —— which
now looks as if it will comc out in the 1990s with some major importoed com=
poncnts. And so on and so forth., Our missile Technology and our nuclear
capability is dismal. Our nucluar power plants and the two fast-breasicr
reactors arc forever failing and have noever really operated at morce than
half capacity. Our missilcs arc utterly pri imitive aud unreliablc. Only
purchases with bilatcral deals, or acrous the 1ntornationa1 markoet-counter
at huge priccs from countrics guch ag I'ranco can give us such weapons
Meapability® (if such market operation can be callcd foopability®). We arc
yot aspiring to fthe boab, cven ng the US end UboR arc againgt the pro-
1liforation of such wopoonry cxcopt under their fullest contbtrol. Their
routine dominance over us should cnsurc taom thatl.

A Keoynote Addrous Cunnst'ligt and docuancnt this record of increasing
b done by other papers. But it must record the trend
Ncc. Oy C)lbu(d fon

i Thisg ig
thie country

deocndence, which will
of financial, tcchnologiecal, and Ollthul
democratic rights, morcover, muh;u ug 1
absolutely cgsential in o cituation whor

d_ wn

Contd sae
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into the war arena, threatening ithe lives of millions of our people,
without allowing them any basic'factual knowledsze about the weanonry
and expenditures, targets and counter-thre.ts, of all its war nlans,

Tlie¢ war arena in any part of the world todny - a czreinl and consigtent
readln) of tlie newspapers would Tell us -~ iz built of bricks fashioned
by the Big Powerss: Wars in it arc fought by proxy, including some civil
wars, The dependencc, morecover, is not a onc-siot affair oz in o simple
exorbitant purchase of eauipment., Ualike Juparn,; for insioncsy we s1c
not an industrialised country -— a & scores of sophisticated imported

1LET
plants and endless small unorgeniscd iudusiry, betwoon them sustaining
about a~fifth of the Indian population, hardly consiitute an industria-
lisation of the order needcd to maivtain ana duplicatce such ams
cquioment., To adapt it requires further wiole com lex lincs of indup-
trial and tochnological cepability - which comes oaly from indigenous
dynamic developnent of industry ond markets. This is whot i have refu-
ged ourselves with our style of industrial szrowth, ond will deay our-
gelves oven more with the new industricl policy.

VT T
w

icanwailc, th" militarisation of the Indian State goes directly

against the intcrests of pcople's damocrotic rignts. Th. build-up of
armaments and of the armed forccs (we have only to read journalistic
reporss of the fantastically snphisticatod cguipment our army now
commands) crcates a wholec logic and potentiol for their cosy usc agal inst
our own peoplc. State terrorism creates o whole culturc of torror,
suspicion, and repression. Therce is hardly a state in the country today
where Statc violcnce has not takon its toll. Thus in 1§62-03, the army
itselfy no less, was callod out 82 times Hn account >t "law ond order's
in 1953-84, 96 timcsi in 1904-85, 175 times. The iamcrcosed occagions
the following year and this year will soon come our way os figuress and
Government will justify whe increase to convince ug of the need to
better equip the army for its onerous "peace-restoring” tagize! Defence
from imeginary threats diverts wtfeatios Frow VNils 1ulcrial TeEpressive
role of the armed forocs, But the ordinary fact is  in the weay the
world is structured tolay a handful of purchosed miszsiles can aot by
henselves protect us f;om i ~~1ar noweTy opn the C)nurwi it will
further eacoursse cultivation of usg ns o XX (k 3 and fight
unnocessary wars., In reverssi it lays us 2pin to dostruction by otiaers.

ssile base ot Baliapal is a threatl
not only to the inhabitants of ru“mnn but vo thu citizeuns of this
country at onc time or anothiow o Lo comee W . must roesist such
powoer aspirations of the quvvnmunt, In supnorting Baliapal peownle's
struggle ageinst ceviction and in inforaing on the dogiructive deosigns

of the State, we arc gtanding up for tho donocy jic riehis of the Indion
peonle; and strengthening democratic Forony oVeIryWIGhu.

Thig is why the nrovescd n
©

OPPOSEE THI PROPOSHED M13SILL BASE IN TALTAF AT, ARMA,
WAR DESYGHG!

SOLIDARITY WITL THE PrOILE OF BALIAFAL TN eI JUST JTRUGGLE AGATEST
HVICTION!

RESTST MILITARY BASAES IN L./DIA BiSCAUSE THsY TiCRE-S IHPERYALLST
DOMINATION?

(Presented. gt the Convention on ABALIAPAL AND INDIA'S DEFLNCE POLICY™
held at Bhubancshwar on 21-22 September; 19 6 )
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(4) The land : The team saw unanimous anxiety; determination and agitation
among the soon-to-be~evicted people of Baliapal and Bhograi
region. Baliapal-Bhograi, on the two banks of the Subarparekhe as it flows
into the Bay of Bengal, is perhaps the most densely populated rural area
in Orissa. The 1981 Census lists the density of rural population in Orissa
a8 lSl/sq km, and that of Balasore district rural population as 357/sq Krme
But the density/sa. km. of Baliapal and Bhograi is 441 and 538, respectively
—— comparable to many towns in Orissa. In fact the team found that the
treatment of the villages as separate entities was not always justified,
since in many cases they are contiguous. The people of this region seem
relatively prosperous when compared to other inhabitants of this drought-
stricken and backward stute. The cropping intensity of Baliapal is high
for Orissa, at 161.45. The rural litcracy rate in Orissa is 31.37 per cents
that of Baliapal and Bhograi is 40.49 and 45.28 per cent, respectively.
The team found that almost all the inhabitants had some plot of land, how-
ever small it may be in somec cascsg and they were fiercely unwilling to
part with even a bit of it., There is good reason for their unwillingness.
The land in this region is remarkably fertilc. Trilochan Pradhan,; agricul-
turzl labourer, said to us that "We may give up our lives, but not surrender
our land, My onc cent of land here is worth more than 10 cents of land
anywhere else',

While a large variety of crops —— notably coconuts, ground nuts,
oilsceds, cashcws, and paddy =— arc grown amply here, betel lcaf orchards
play a special cconomic role, Duc to the naturc of the soil, particular
varicties of Jagannathi and Banarasi betel are grown here and arc cxnorted
to centres throughout the country and even abroad. Even a small betel
orchard offers a lalge incomec —- according to onc estimate, five oents of
botel leaf orchard yields, at a bare minimumy, Rs 20,000 annual income, and
frequently double that figure. According to Government cstimates; there arc
arount 6,000 betel vinc orchardz of varying sizes (generally small) through-
out the district. ;

The Collector of the district admittcd that thore had been a rela-
pbrogral. "Banks herc',; he said, "arc doing good business', The Statc Bank
of India, Pratapur (in Baliapal rogion), transacted through cheque from
sale of betecl, cashew, and fish, Rs 2 1&kh/day on an average. The tecam
noted that, while certainly there is poverty in the region, it is far less
than that elsewhere in the state: virtually everyone makes enough to get
by, and some sections are very prosperous. A good indicator of the region's
economy is that; while in other regions of Orissa people migrate out of the
district for work, in Baliapal workcrs immigrate for the harvest. Same is true
in the case of fishing., The 30,000 fishermen in the coast here arc not only
from Baliapal but from the adjacent areas too. They export fish, specially

for markets in West Bengal.

(5) The peoplc : The team obtained the reactions of various scctions to the
base. Sanatanza Rout; a fisherman, cxplained, '"We arc only
1 km from the seca. If we arc relocated 10 km from the sea what will we do
to ecarn? And, even if we arc displaced to some coastal placc, we cannot
earn, e have only wooden boats,; which cannot go into the deep sea; and
herc we are acquainted with the sca, whereas in another site it may take
us two years +o get acquainted with thce sea there." Purshottam Behera; a
wcalthy betel leaf trader who carns, by his cstimate; at least Rs 1,000 =2
day and hircs 25-26 labourcrs, was vehemently opposcd to any othor site,
wiich will destroy his business. A Muslim agricultural labourer with no
land at all pressed to speak to us, and cxplained that he too was vehe-
mently opposed to the base., "I have already been evicted from a place in
Beongal,; and have been herc for over forty ycars. I do not want to be
cvicted azain.™ An old woman, Durgamani Giri, whosc joint family has 30
cents of land, spokec to the team, at first softly and hesitantly. But when
aslked whether she would accept any compensation for her land, she flew
into a genuine and powcerful rage. She said she would rather dic than give
up her land, She did not want any moncy for her land. If any government
officer camec to take her land, she would drag them and throw them into the
thorny bushes. Indeed, on one of the barricades at one of the cutry point
it is written "Land is ours,; Sca is ours, Govermment officials go back."

And so on, and so forth.
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The Government has propagated that the entire agitation is the work
of vested interests, political parties, and "anti-nationals®, There was no
doubt that various sections of the local population were protecting their
different sets of interests. But this by no means indicated that the
people's response was instigated by vested interests and other forces,
The team found a powerful, popular —— perhaps even unanimous -- and sponta-
neous opposition among the peorlc %o the base, The team fownd that there
was no basis for labelling the political forces in the area "anti-national",

(6) The Strugglc s Waile the people's response has bsen tremsndous and
spontaneous, thoy hawe increasingly chosen organised
forms of strugele. It must be remembered that this region had had a militant
tradition of nationalist movement particularly at the time of he 1930 Salt
Satyagrahas and the 1942 Quit India movement. Now, the people registed and
prevented the construction of approach roads and telephone lincs., They
obscrved a 'vigilance week' (May 21-28) after the announcement of the base
was formally approved. They gheraocd the Collector on Harch 2 7or eight
hours, Then they sct up a 'janata curfew' whereby no Goveramont official
iz allowed into the regiony if there is any attempt by these officials to
enter, people arc gathered by the blowing of conches; and they foreibly
stop the entry., The new Collector, Mr B.Patnaik, admitted to the teoms
"Officials arc not allowed to enter, The Revenue Departmont is paralyscd
—-— pconrle have launched a no~tax movement and revenue has plummeted. The
"icld Enguiry has also not been possible duc to this, It is a mini-Civil
Disobcdicnce, I am very impaticnt for us to move in and establish some
semblance of Governmment therce .... Those who have been instigating —-- somc
method will have to be used to ncutralisc them, When it comecs to usw of
Tforce, we wil: have to use it." However, the Collector admitfcd thet upto
now there had bcen no acls uf wioleonee; and the team had also obscrved the
same during its tour. :

(7) Covernment malc fides : Thus the first aspect that cmerged is that the
.- 7 people cannot be compensatced for the evichion.
The tcam also found that cven the various Government promiscs about

compensation and rehabilitation werce patently frauwdulent. I'irst, the single
most glaring (and hitherto uwapablicised) fact about compensation is thiss
according to a Govt. ennouncemcnt of Scptember 4, 1986, regarding ro-
~habilitation aud couapcusation, out of a total of 21,000 acrcs requircd for

the projecty 11,000 acrcs, or the majority of the land, is considered
Government land which has heen Yencroached' for many years by local farmers,

It is, of courscy a common phenomenon for farmers to culiivalc unuscd
Government lands (speccially ir this type of coastal area, whore land is

creatcd through scdimentation) and after decades of culti- atioa they have a
strong customary claim on thot land. The Collector's office gencrally
institutces procecdings against such encroachers, and collects a rogular

'fine! (which amounts to a low rcut, since the crop is mot destroyed and no
further action is takscn),

~ Now the Government has snnounced that it will eviet all cncroachers
without compcnsation for the land —= only for the standing crop and any
structures on the land will they compensate, This was confirmed by the
Collector: "They (the people) arc in violation of the law. They have ro
lcgal rights. We are'making them a concession by paying for the stending
crop., Mogt likely we will time our operation after harvesting, =o thore
is no standing crop, if possiblece” .

A second aspect of the cviction is: Where will the cvicted be ro-
located? Upto this late date, as the Collector himself admitted, no sites
have been locateds Yot the Government has said that the displaccd will be
rclocated in "model villages" within 10 to 15 km of their previous rosi-
dences! Balasore is a densely populated district: how will whaot the
Government itself (under)cstimates at 45,000 people be resctilod within
10-15 km of their residences? Unless, of course, further evictions of
'cneroachers' are planned in order to make room for thesc rofugecc!
Pighermen would have to be rclocated in fishing villages; but thore arc
fishing villages all along the coast already. Where would they go? Tihc
Collector was more frank about betel cultivations "Supposing we con't gob
a suitablc placc for betel cultivation. It can't be helped.
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The Government nas also widecly propagated that cultivation will be
allowed in the safety zone (ie, the 34 sq km in Bhograi) on a lease basis
ant "fishing could continuc as usual, subject to regulatory measures simi-
lar to those existing in Chandipur area"., This is straight untruth., The
Collector admitted to us that "No one will be allowed to stay in the safety
zone. They can carry on agricultural operations, but not stay there (our
emphasis)". The Collector also disclosed that fishing could be allowed
"in certain seasons between certain times, depending on the testing activity
(our emphasis)", This is a cruel joke, as productive activity would become
well nigh impossible.

A fourth elemcnt of Government assurances is that jobs will be

provided to one membur of every family displaced, and for this purpose
Rs 98 crore have been set aside for 9 industrial complexes. However, there
arc several obstacles to the displaced getting any jobs. First, the Govern-
ment has not even issued notification for acquisgition of land in 7 out of
the 9 casecs, and expeocts optimistically to set up these factor s in one
and a half ycars. Bviction will not wait for the factory to come upj so
where will the victims be when thoe employment is created? Secondly,; there
is no guarantcc that the wictims will be able to perform industrial jobss
only those who gct training at a special I.T.I. to be set up in the region
will be eligible to get thesc jobs
And, as the Collector admitted, "At certain levels we will have to induct
from outside", Past cxperience in such cvictions has consistently shown that
local candidates do not cventually get the bulk of the jobs, cxcept jobs

hit arc insecurc, temporary, and contractual; in other words,; the cvieted
are to give up tho secourity of their land in exchange for the insecurity of
the possibility of a temporary (badli) job for one membor of the familyh

In any casey; the Collector implicitly stated that the vast ma jority
wonld not be compensated at all, "All plans%, he said, "are contingent ?n
the agitation ending. Only then will the atmosphere be there for resettling'.
In fact, the present Collector has only joined his new post in August. "I
was specially chosen for dealing with the National Test Range, the Area
Cou IL5eTOT 3ald. I was Gollector of Dhenkanal at the time of the acquisi-
tion of land for thé Rengalle dam", The Chief Minister has, incidentally,
reocently stated in the Orissa Assembly that out of 30,000 victims of the
Dherlkanal eviction, only 8,000 have been re-settled to date (11 years later).
The new Balasore Collccior explained tie failure thuss "The Rengalle evic-
tion was not difficult, But the people's agitation hampercd rehabilitation.
When they finally started talking ahbout rehabilitation, Government machinery
was alrcady in action, There will be of coursc a gap betwecn what should be
donc and what was done', Even out of the 8,000 resettled, he said, "Land
wag given to agriculturigts but‘ﬁluy sold 1t off to outsiders -- they did
not know how to cultivatc tihc land, and they fcll prey to absurd rumours,
and sold off the land". The Rengallc casc and other previous projeccts offer
good cxamples, of what is to com: in Baliapal.

According to varicus estimates the annual income of the area runs
between Rs 400-700 crore, Calculating the Tvll inpact,. it becomes
clcar that no amount of Government compcnsation can substitutce this. The
sprcad effects on surrounding arecas arc beyond normal calculation. Different
markets will be destroycd. Pricc of ricc and other crops will be increased.
Tha migrant labourers/fishermen who work in this area will be jobless.

The team reiteratcs that the guestion is not one of hiking the rate
of compensation. We emphatically state that the land, the produce, thc river
ond the scn, and social and cultural life here, cannot be compensated for.
de sive the above facts only to show that the Government in any case has
clearly malefide intontions.

(8) Militarising the zone : Nor is this all. The entire region will of

' * course be slowly transformed by gsuch military
bases. The team was fortunate enough to mcet Brigadier R.S. Kannan, Arca
Commandant for the entirc zone (which includes the Proof and Experimontal
Lstablishnoent, the Balasoroe Rocket Station, and a new project —— the
"interin Test Range", all at Chandipur), The "Interim Test Range", he in-
formed us, will be mercly the stepping stono towards the National "egt!
Ronge. In addition he stated, an abandoned World War II air force basc; at
Rasgobindpur, ncar the West Bongal border, is being renovated, and quarters
arc being built (there werc, of coursey; somc "encroacher" Adivasis cvicted
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for this purpose). These all, he revealed, are part of an integrated
military system, a larger plan for the whole area. He also said that the
Kalaikunda air base, in West Bengal, and Niligiri Radar Station in Bala-
sore are part of this scheme., Moreover, the Charbatia Air Force base, the
Naval base and training centre at Chilika Lake and Gopalpur naval base
are near the 'planned' zone. What he described amounted %to converting the
Orissa=Bengal border area into a militarised zone.

One immediate implication of these changes for the people of the
region is that the local economy and society will be considerably changed
with the increasing influx of army personnel: rising prices, consumer
products unknown to the lo=zality, alien social values etc, As the
Collecior pointed out, "if & number of service people enter an area, a
number will be nceded to feed thosc people". Thus the local cconomy in-
creasingly is tailored towards the armed forces, not the local people.
More importantly, it fits in with thz Govermment's dangerous policy of
renoving more and more arcas of the country from civilian rule and turning
them over to the army.

(9) What is the range really for? The National Test Range, Brig. Kannan

i revealed, should properly be called the
National Range. This indicatcs that the Range is to be more than a testing
site, contrary to what initial Covernment statements indicated. In fact,
V.3.Arunachalam, scicntific adviser to the Defence Ministry, statud
clearly on lay 21, 1986, that "“the nation's premier missile test range o..
would also be used for launching missiles and space vehicles". The fun-
ctions officially listod for the range involved "practice firing of long-
range missilec (our emphasis). The Chief Minister of Orissa had annognced
on July 31, 1984, itself that the base would fire missiles with a range
of 1,000-5,000 km., The Prime Ministcr, in a letter to Biju Patnaik (dated
Junc 23, 1986) statcd that "Our Polar Satcllite Launch Vehicle Prgjoct
(the most sophisticatced futurc clement of our rocket programnc, with
applications for missile technology —- authors) will be very much moie
feasible from this site. as will our surface-to-air and gther tactical
missiles projects". The Indian Express (August 30, 1986) states that “The
U3 Defence department has just cleared a long—standing request by the
Government of India for purchasing radar equipment for India's short-range
missile programme. The equipment will bhe installed a¥ the Rs 3,000 crore
National Test Range at Balasore, Orissa. The radar system will be usecd for
tracking the flight path of short-range missiles and for ensuring their
target accurecy. With the rapid progress of armament tochnology, missiles
are becoming more important in defence and attack, Indecd, some ecxperts
say that missiles may well make aircraft largely obsolete in the next
decade', Arun Singh, Deferncec Minister, explained in an unpublished letter
to Samarendra Kundu, former hin.ster of Statc for External Arfairs, ihat
he would be proud to know that “Daliapal will be like Cape Lerncedy of
Amcrica®! In sum, the indications from Government announcemcntsz are that
thig is a vastly ambitious programne, a gqualitative lcap in the arms race
with our ncighbours, and morc approvriatc to an offensive policy than to
simple defence. Secondly, whatever the sources of the cquipment be, it is
clear from a study of the available documents (Defence Annual Reports;
the Department of Space Annual Reports, the list of purchascs of relati-
vely short—range misciles by India from countries ranging from the US to
UK to the USSR, and ecxpert opinion on defence) that missiles 6f this order
cannot be produccd in India, and will have to be imported from abread.

The Covernment has specifically claimed that "the range Wil} meet
s long felt need to develop and improve indigenously produoe@ miSSLLES and
space vehicles and reduce India's dependence on other.couptrles . However,
the team felt that the opposite was the case. The Indian defence pgogramme
has for decadeg bcen growing incrcasingly dependent on purchases‘oi fo-
reign weaponry. The morc sophisticated the weaponry we have addgurtojour
sresenal, the more our dependencce for the outright pu?chgse ?r llcezfu
production of these weapons from foreign powers. Ingla is the fo¥rsl‘d_
largsst arms importer in the Third Jorld (after Sy?139 leya? a??L au.ld
Arabia). It accounts for 67.3 per cent of South Agial's arms lmPﬂfbsa gn
the major part of its atms imrorts are from th@'USSRu Betweszn L;boqa?v
1983, 4 trade agreenmcnts for various types of missiles were co?olu%et g
between Indis and the USSR, 4 with France, and one each with the US an
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the UK. In this light, any talk that vie missiles to be fitted at Baliapal
will be "indigenous" or increase our "self-reliance' is a cover-up of the
obvious fact that we have not the capability to independently produce these
mizsiles, (Production under licence from a foreign manufacturer does not
constitute independence.) Will the base help us defend ourselves from the
super powers? Brig. Kannan told the teums "The aim of the whole exercise is
to acquire self-sufficiency (sic) in these weapons before Pakistan does.
There 18 no question of geiting anywirere near the US or the USSR, He can't
even imagine taking on s country like the US or the USSR." Suffice it to

say for the moment here that this dependence has also entangled our country
in super-power rivalries, So furthcr smbitions in the region, further
acquisitions; and further dependence on foreign powers, will lead to further
entanglement in the rivalries of those who arc supplying these weapons. In
casc of a war between tic super powers, such bases in our couniry can become
targeis, endangering the life of not just the people of Baliapal but that

of all of India. Thus the immediats thrcat to the lives and livclihoods of
the Baliapal people is part of a larser ihrcat to the life of the Indian
people.

Hohan Ram in the Far Wastcrn Economic Review (11-9-86) has pointed
out that "India is a threshold nuclear powcry having carried out a ‘peaccful
nuclear explosion' whilc vowing not to use nuclear energy for military cnds
oss India thus retains the nuclear bomb option but lacks a dclivery systcm.
S0 tiac decision to set up a range capable of launching long-rangc missiles
has roused apprehensions that India might be developing such a system -..
Sceptics arguc that a missile capable of delivering a conventional warhead
can be used for a nmuclear warhead if nced be." On June 3 tiz:ryuarq the
Prime ilinister told a French intervicwer that "if we should take the
deeision to bLecome a nuclear power it would be a mattcer of a few weeks or
a Fow months.” On Junc 8; he revesled that the Govermment “had not yet
reached a decision" to maitc nuclear weapons, but "we have alrcady WorkUd
on this", ond if made, it could bec a “"sccret decision.” On Junc 3 itslef he
had s.id that 'We are thinking about it (making the bomb)s ™
sophistication and magnitude i= intcnded to be equipped with nuclear war-
heads, This will mean a qualitative and alarming hike in the armaments race
in the sub-continent. In this light, our Government's making a huc and cry
about Paltistan's actuiring nuclear weopons bocomes an excuse Tor making
an arms build-up on its own. SBuch weapons imply for the pcople of all of
fndia the risk of holocauszt. In addition, since the use (or even the threat
of use) of suoh a weapon is never merely regional affair, it will involve
the super powers further in this sub-continent. Super power rivalrics may
now more dircctly imperil our people's lives.

Yet, despite thesc life—nnd-death implications, the Indian Govern-—
ment has not folt it necescary to inform the p cople as a wholec about the
nature of the project. Both Government and Opposition have stated in Par-
liament that the base is a "good project™, that all "welcomc thc test range's
and it is "absolutely cssential for *ho nation”., The Parliamentary dcbatoes
are limited to the cuestion of re-locating the basc clsewherc in India.

The Fact Finding Team condemns huge crpenditure for the project. There has
been a steady increasc of amms cxpenditure in India as also an increasc in
the number of test range sites: Sriharikota, Pokhran, Surya Lanka. Now
Baliapal-Bhograi has been added og the cxisting sites could not be cx—
panded to handle the entire bturden of an intcgrated missiles testing and
launching site-

The fact-finding temn wishes to catogorically stae in this context
thet it is opposcd to The project os o vhole, as well as thistype of
project. =—- whatover the site in Indin. it is clear from the offonsive
naturc of tho project, the chain of dependenco it will tic us into, and
the associated danger to the Indinn people in case of war, that the project
itself is violative of the democratic rights of the Indiann people to live,
to live in peace, and to have acc rmation Tregaral:n

life~and-death issucs. -
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BALIAPAL AND THDIA'S DEFENCE FOLICY

Key - Note
by uhe LOHV'

THE BUBJECT of today! s Cor”nmtlon winich brings us together here
from all over India is "Baliapal and Indiza's Defence Policy". Bince the
Convention is being neld under tunce auspices oi the All Indin Federation
of Organisa tlcnq'ior Democratic Rights; e quesiion naturally arises
(I say, "naturally', because our processes of uhn“bnu are too often
conditioned by the mass medis and the aubiu oi our present, educa-
tional “Jstem) as to why the ALL India Federation of Organis:tions for
Democratic Rights should be dabbling in our country's Defence Policy.
Is not Defence Policy concerned with protecting the soverei mty of this
democratic country’™ from the prédatory otrer countries? snd for that
supreme "national interest' should not thig Jovernment in thic State of
India he fully empowercd fto decide the defence strategies and the
budgetary allocations for expenditurcs, (here and outside the country)
to acquirce the most suitable combnt/doiencc squipment for those defenco
stratecgics? Io not this whole arca one of such gonnisticated cxpertisc
that the common citizons of +this country can not comprchend these com-
plexiticg, without the State's tuioring?

Indeed, if any of these arguments {and rhetorical gquestions)
fail to convince us to keep our hands off, there is the Sedition provi-
gion in the Indian Penal Code . and there is the 0fficial Secrets Act;
1923 —— both generously bequeathed to the Indian State Ly the British
Raj here ~-= 4o convince us thalt we had best keep our hands off.

Scientists, physical and social, dependent one way. or another
on. funding dispensations from official and semi-official sources, know
too well the exeruciating price thiey have to pay as cmployeesz should

hey venture to voice their expert knowledse and vieus from open plat-
forms. Whether it be accidents in atomic power vlants,; or the method,
prices and premises of purchasing fantasticully cxoensive arms; we have
to go by their hints and then use all of our logic and common scnse to
add two and two and arrive at four., If necossary we will certainly do
that,

3o we are concerned with Baliapal and with Iwiia's defence policy
ag persons concerned about people’s democwaiic righits -« ie, from the
anti-repression, pro-people'’s struggles nlatforn -— becaoluse we are
concerned with guarding the dignity and 1uiogr15y 0F human life even
to the extent that it existe today for the working neople. And we
support any struggles of the working pcoplc that arc aimed at securing
more of the samnc, That dignity and intogrity iz material. It is imparted
or withhcld hy the physical conditions in which working peonle ure
allowed to ecarn their livelihood, by the social relations into which
they must cnter to ecarn tiheir livelibood and to spend it, and by the
comnulsions that determine their day to day life and the way they dic!
It is not imparted by a few provisions in the writion Constitution or
by assurances given at official pruss bricfings.

We arc thus concornced with any act of autiwority that threatens
eviciion and bxt‘"ptlon. This is why we arc oddressing this subject
QHanffﬁbcau. what is threatoncd at Baliapal is the eviction and un-
settling of ncarly a lakh of pconlc as well as tic extianction (Whmh ig
morc) of many times morc neoeplc if the military &Gblﬁdo_ﬂr the Govern~
ment succecd,

Tor a little over a year now, thoe ncople of Baliapal-Buograi,
in Balasorc disirict of Orissa, have boen deeply agitatods Th. Govern-
ment pronosges to put up here its largest basc for testing and launching
long, medium and short range missiles. Dalasorce was known for its
very militant anti—iﬂperialist gitrugegles during the Quit India movement
of the 19408 againsgt the Pritish. But of latc the pconlc of this strip
of land and sca, around Baliapal-Biaograi, have beecn peaccful asgricul-
turists and fishermen in. the main. The Geanatontrik Adaikar Suracsha
Sangathan's fact fiading tcam carlier this veor made o list of the
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products oif the region and their imputed value, True tie Land
here, more so than in most other parts of Orissa, So it iz all the more
contradictory that, while suitable investments do not take nlace &
places such as Kalahandi in the ‘interior out of their droup S=proneness,
he more fertile parts (made more fertile by farmers nurturing the land)
are to be destroyed for all productive purposes. They are to be destroved
for housing the more advanced destructive zeuipment of the world, The
loss to the people of Baliapal=Bhosrai, moszt of whom arc peor and middle
peasantsy; is not only of the products and the liveliliood from agriculturc
though even that loss would be staggering {(soe 30 ver cent of the nopu~
lation is reportedly agricultural labour, even cowing in from other less
fertilc parts to find emnloyment here). The lozs, ciually leadiag to
wrctchedness, will be also of homestend and a setiled. social and cultural
life that the people have had for gencrations. Like zll pemccable people;
the people here were at first unbelicwving about the throat to their mcans
of subsistence, thcir land, their sea. As morc and morc official statoe-
ments trickled to thom, and finally when %he netvification was issucd to
individual houscholds, it wag tacir desperction that t.ugat them to stand
up and rosist., The barricades, thc warning sysbtuas,; tho repcated mectings
to consider what could hanpoen and what thoy must do to sove their liveli-
hood, were all at first part of a spontancous reaction, Like all pcople
in struggle do, so too the people of Baliapal have luarnt, step by step,
the methods of democratic wmobilisabion and resistonce, And thelr despera-
tion is turning, in thec process, into determination and orgenisation,

We support this struggle of the people herc to proteect their means
of subsistence and their social life., Tha secrecy chat Forszver shrouds
Government decisgsions on arme and "defence from its own people has made
the attendant anxiety for Baliapal's people even more unbearable. True,
official statements have indirectly told the peoples (a) that they will
be “rehabilitatoed at a cost of a couple of score crore oi rupecsj that
one nerson per family will be offercd some kind of job in the proposed
misgile basc, and that training facilitiecs would be sct up through an

Industrial Training lastitute, and (1) thalt their disinheritance and
displacement is in the national "defoence intercst™ and would pronote
self-rcliaance™ in that respect., But the peoplc here have becn given

no cxplanation as to how such supreac sncrifice on tiweir part is going
to benefit the rest of the Indian people, Nor heve they any reason to
believe that they will be rchabilitated any more than wure all the other
displaced persons in Orissa and elscwhere —— people who wore proaiscd
compensation and rchabilitation but hewve boen ledt hipgh and dry.

How does any government of a democratic country dare underlake
guch wanton, acts of oviction of a hundred thousand peorle without full
explanation and withoul an actually assured alternative Livelihood?

Would the people of cveon the indiustrialised countries let pass such
wantonness from their govermments? I the Govermnent does so to the
people of Baliapal, i% is indeed tac democratic right of the people

to resist such denrivation being thrust upon them, And it is the democra-—
tic obligation of people elscwhere to support them,

Morcover, evictiois take place in various othoer parts of the
country from timc to time for some project or the other, A common feature
of thesc evictions, over the decades is that they have been cffected
"in the larger interestis’”. The projects in fact have served the better-
off scoments of the "mational interest®, If we chart the flows of
production, income-geoncration, and consumption over 10-20 years that .
follow the productive projucts, we find thet fthey have predominantly
benefitted the beticr—~off who are in a position to take advantage of
thene increansced flows. In the towns and citics too, cvictiions of slum
dwcllers are usuplly carried out in tho name of "thoe city™ -—— meaning,
thereby, the large real cstate owners and dealers, tie governmont
machincry that is funded by thom, and the slumlords that arc brod by
them and who derive the middle—man's profit from hclping slumdwcllors
to live with their inccecurity (by getting tomporary poutoonemonts of

cvictions and by cxtra-legnlly sceouring mumicipal faocilities not othorwise

the eity's or town's laboar forcc).

given to these M"illegal™ hutments oX



It is ugeful to bear in mind the con :
commonality of eviciicue country~wide, and ths ghared interests of
all the evicted as well ag of those who _ from the
various evictions, For the “wo gides must face cach other to resolve
the wrong; clearly one . et resoluiion or by the
righting of the wrong, and the other gide will lose and therefore re—
press in order to nrevent the rig ‘

e neaed, above all, to b beyond abstract concupts that have
vague referance ponulations: "The city™, Yo-riculivrsl or industrial
proauction®, “the natioual inltcrest®, "The oitv® comuriscs,; on the onc
hand, mostly »eonlec who labour and have next 4o no rights in living
spacc,; travel [acilitices, or incomnes and pricos-dotersination and, on tho
other; a fow who have too puch.oi all of {iis end heve conirol over tho
peonle who work., “Agriculiural and industirial vroduction® significs
nothing if cypresscd in.merce guantitative forme: wWwe nced to find out what
is produced, with whose labour, and who inally consum:s that dircetly or
indircetly. "The nationzl interest™; rightly soeaking, must refer to the
beoplc of this covntry and to their woal,

1

S0 let us look at the "nationol intercsi' iuvolved in the proposed
military-cum-missile base at Baliapsl wiich (the Govermment claims) is to
be the largest such base in India. Of course, “geli-reliance (which
Government says will be promoted by the buse) is laudable: You cannot
take care of “national self-interest” if you are relying ou others for
crucial defence cquipment and parts and techuological sxnertise and
operational knowhow all the timal

If national interost in democratic terms means the welfare of the
peonle of this country (including their treatment ag potentially capable
regponsible citizens) and if the Baliapal bose is for national defence,
let us sce what kind of 1ife ig to be protectad in thig country by diver-
ting such atupondous exponditurce of Rs 3,000-~4,000 crorce away from develop-
ment and to "dofending the peonle', Tho majority of Tarmers arc burdencd
with debt -- rural indebtedness is deepening. Despite the vaunted green
revolution that has touched few pockeis of the country and only certain
crops, it is drought, famine, and laclz oi foodziains in faiv-price shops,
which are the rule to this grand year of 1966 --— neurly 40 yvears after
vranafer of power from the British. 0f tihwe 20 per cent of India's popula—
tion that live in towns and cities, tiie preponderant majority live in
crowded hovels in couditions in which villagers would nesitote to keep
their cattle. In citics such as Bombay (our "richemt® city) workers sell
village lands, borrow heavily, draw their provident fuud (if they have
any), to pay upto half a lakh of rupues for such unspcakably tiny and
inganitary hovels. Food prices arc mising all the time, aand Jjobs arc
gotting scarcer and scarcer as mechanisation ccluelly incrcases workloads
and as the country is dragged by the hair into Holiv's 21st century.
Meanwhile all the best 1life styles in the worid arce available in the
country ~— for a price, for (at a guestimatc) 0.02 per cent of India's
ponulation. It is thesc worscning comditions of life of the majority that
our Govermmoent®s defence policy actually “protecis®. And not aerely wor-
sening cconomic conditions., Remember Arual and Kansaros of this year!
Remcoimber thce brutal suppression of cven guck huge strikes as the railway
strike of 1974 and thc temtile strilkc of the carly 1980s. Can the peovle
trust the defence of their lives to a Governmont and o State taat people's
in daily lifc, and in their stiruggles to get better terms in that life,
sides invariably with the landlords and cven il froudulent managoments?
Of course no peovle with any democratic gonsc can afford such idiocy.

But it is 09t a mattoer of uimple choicu, The Government systemati-
cally nides its dofence cxpenditures ond its defunece plans. It spends at
least Rs 13,000 crore towards dcfonce and aras cxponditurcs o ycor
(1986~87) but acknowledges spending half thet amount in its opun budgets
the regt is stashcd awnsy undur diifercnt hc

din,s that have littlc other
purposc than military use yot arce difficult o locatc on a cursory reading
of the budget. The Government is unaccountoble in its spendings: it docs
not dec it ncccssary to cxplain, cven to Parliancnt, t:o rationale of its
fantastic purchoscs or wiy the actuals are well swve the plonned, And,

" Contd see
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