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"19'84‘-’ e y‘ea:r
~people?s” Iives’ by the 1 ndreds_and,
thousands’ in Aé‘*Sam;’me;jab and Delhi
- efided  with’ yet another dastardly
and" 3tagger1ng mass murder in
‘Bhopal: ‘People blinded” by & huge
eloud of poisonous vapour, choking
andLVUmiting, “‘anﬂ dropping dead 
from moving: buses, “bicycles and
bulleck’ ' carts - this was the sceneh
An:the’ icity-‘on- the ‘morning of the.
3rd-December. 'In-the early hours
of that Monday the Union Carbide
-plant ejected 40 tonnes. of its
-kKiller ‘gas 1into the ~atmosphere
coverting Bhopal into a virtual
gas chamber.- “People residing in
the ‘basti§ around the plant became
its - prime targets. This gassing by
Unién Carbide was' followed by the
ahounding callousneSS of the gove-
rnment resulting ‘in the wholesale
devastation of the toiling masses.
The dead and dying of Bhopal have
a tale of horror and untold sorrow
-to tell. :




ACTUAL EPISODE: ELUSIVE ANSWERS

Even after two months of the fatal epi-
sode people are still in the dark as to its
actual cause, O0fficial agencies, admini-
strative as well as scientific, have been
coming up with one statement after another
each contradicting the preceding one. . Nei-
ther has the National Science Congress,
held in January in Lucknow nor the Interna-
tional Symposium on Environment organised
by the National Safety Council in Delhi
early February shed any light on the Bhopal
episode. Meanwhile, over two and a half
lakh people who inhaled the poisonous gas:
live on the brink of death. They do not
know what gas they inhaled, who is going to
treat them and what is going to be their
treatment. And the despair of those who
have lost their kith and kin, shows that
+the toxic cloud has ruined the living also.

Bagic facts regarding the impact of the
leak on people are being concealed. To
point out just one glaring instance, gove-
rnment figures of the death toll are 'over
2,000', or more generously 'over 2,500'.
However, an eyewitness who saw it all
happen and who survived death cites his
experience of counting up to 3,000 dead
bodies. Thousands of dead men, women,
children and infants strewn all over the
place - in the streets, bastis, hospitals,
bus stand and railway station - this ghas-
tly scenario sent people realing and left
them benumbed. But it hardly posed a
problem to the government which stuck to
its figures of certified deaths, obtained
from the city's hospitals. The army, called
out to "clean up", hours after the gas had
leaked out, threw human bodies into the .
Narmada river ds well as in forests outside
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Bhopal. Who counted these? TFurther, what
is the number of dead among the tens of
thousands who fled from the huge white
cloud? No official has bothered to answer
such questions.

An area of over 40sq km surrounding the
killer plant was the worst affected area.
In J P Nagar, Kazi Camp, Kanchi Chhola and
other bastis situated at a radius of 3 to 4
km from the plant, old people, infants and
children were the hardest hit. Among the
dead, 40% were children. The survivors,
though outwardly not showing much sign of
the impact, are incapacitated. Construct-
ion workers, stone-quarry labourers, vege-
table and fruit vendors - able-bodied young
men and women are all either sitting,gazing
vacuously or lying in bed, with no idea of
what to do in future. Women who used to
roll bidies and earn for the family are in
no state to work. Even cooking rotis has
become: an impossibility because the slight-
est whiff of smoke from the chulla pierces
the eyes with searing pain. '

GOVERNMENT ROLE: A STORY OF CRIMINAL
CALLOUSNESS :

Right from the beginning the official
agencies and men in power played a role whi:
ch can only be described as criminal. When
a doctor in the Hameedia hospital proposed
the use of sodium thiosulphate as an anti-
dote to the poisoning, it was turned down
by the higher-ups. The proposal was based
on the detection of cyanide poisoning in
the case of some initial autopsy reports.
But medical expertise emanating from Union
Carbide in the US vehemently denied any
cyanide poisoning whatsoever and the dire-
ctor of Madhya Pradesh health services



prowptly imposed a ban on the use of the
suggested antidote, through a confidential
letter. Very much later, after the init-
ial toll of thousands and continued deaths
for several weeks, it is now found that the
gas patients are benefiting remarkably from
injections of sodium thiosulphate. But
earlier,even after it was explained that it
will leave no side-effects on the patients
and that there was no harm in trying it,

the Carbide response was.a curt 'no'. Add
to this, the multinational's refusal to
divulge any facts or information pertaining
to the gas and a possible line of treatment,
the situation becomes cruel beyond descript-
ion.

But it is the role played by the Indian
government - both Central and State - that
stands unparalleled in its sheer callousness.
On the morning of December 3rd a government
announcement informed the people that those
who live through the first 72 hours will
have no after-effects at all! As regards
water, air, vegetables, fish, meat, etc
the avthorities declared that all was safe
and everything normal in Bhopal. But as
this proclamation was made not on the hasis
of any test conducted on samples, it was
immediately supplemented with advices such
as 'boil water before drinking' and the like.
Moreover, not only were fish and meat
markets closed down in Bhopal, vegetables
for upper class consumption were being bro-
ught in from towns and villages far away
from the city.

With the ban on the use of 'a proper line
of treatment, the poisoned people were
given symptomatic treatment only: eye drops,
cough syrup and pain killers were administ- -
ered. Deaths continuvedto happen. People



who had locked up their houses and fled the
,%as.chamber, upon returning several days

ater, Jjust dropped dead when they. opened
doors. Those who did not die, had their
vital organs seriously impaired. The eyes,
brain, liver, lungs, kidneys and genitals
have all been damaged in varying degrees.
Over 2% lakh people stand as hard evidence
of this gruesome reality. And yet the gov-
-ernment was keeping itself busy not in
tackling the situation but in advancing
hollow assurances that Bhopal had become
normal. Senior government doctors (as well
as 'leading' private ones) stated that
there was not a single case of blindness.
They went by the technical definition.of
‘blindness given by the World Health Organi-
sation. This is quite in keeping with a
-government which has put an end to starva-
tion deaths by advancing nice concepts like
malnutrition and underncurishment., While
reople c¢ontinued to perish like flies,
Rajir Ganchi flew in and declared that the
Bf -~ al situation is safe.

CONDITION OF PEOPLE, LONG-TERM EFFECTS

The cold and hard reality in Bhopal
todayis that half of those affected by the
gas are going to die a slow death within
the coming five years. Abortions and still
births are occurring at an alarming rate.
Damage in the brain membrane of new borns
has been found. Long-term effects of the
poisoning are going to be there not just
for the affected people alone but for
those yet to be born as well. Instead of
studying in depth the condition of the
reople in Bhopal and seriously engaging ir.



meting out the needed remedy, what are the
autherities doing? They are perpetuating
the macabre situation. Even the pittance
of irelief announced has not reached the
people. Government media is churning out
propaganda to make it seem that those who
are suffering are not gas affected but are
chronically ill people. The obvious aim is
to build up pretexts for stopping even the
paltry rations of wheat, milk, etc that
pass for relief and compensatlon. Since
medical help had never been extended, why
even talk about it? And when the oppress-
ed and exploited of the bastis raised their
voice demanding proper relief and care,
they received lathis. Demands for proper
information relating to the whole episode
were likewise put down by brute force.
Activists working with and among the basti |
dwellers were thrown in jail., Intimidat-
ion and harassment were clamped on the
people. Even old women were not spared -
male police mercilessly beat them.

The press also toed the line drawn by
the government. After an initial report-
ing of the "tragedvy" the dailies in the
country could find no news on Bhopal that
was fit to print. The election scene was
more to their liking to which they turned
very soon., For quite some time they delibe-
rately -underplayed the gravity of what had
happened. It was only much later, days
after the smoke and dust from the election
tamasha had settled down, that the press
chose to cover, at least in part, Bhopal
and the broader questions raised by it.
Definitely, there exist concrete reasons
behind such an approach,.



THE COVER-UP: ANTECEDENTS

What is on is a massive cover-up. And
the drama of arrest and release of Anderson
the head of the killer multinationalj; JRD
Tata's and FICCI's condemnation of this
step of the government - all fit into a
specific pattern of what the pecple may
expect in the prevailing order of things
in this country. When years back, many
voices were raised warning against the po-
tential dangers of this killer plant the
government ignored them. It even gave
license to the multinational, bypassing
the iusual "screening procedures, mandatory
in the case of such hazardous industries.
The company was adamant in flouting seve-
ral of the requisite safety measures.
Accidents, many of them serious, went on
‘happening. Leakage of lethal gases‘ was
a normal routine and the basti dwellers
were accustomed to it. To the various
objections raised against locating such a
hazardous factory in so thickly populated
an area the government turned a deaf ear.
In 1975 MN Buch the muncipal administra-
tor issued a notice to shift the unit,
citing the fact that a dozen resi-
dential colonies around the. factory made
it a danger-prone situation. Buch was
transferred, the factory stayed. When a
journalist R.Keshwani raised the question
of the hazards posed by Union Carbide
through publishing a documented article in
the press, he and members of his family
were intimidated. Workers who raised the
issue of safety in the plant through pos-
ter campaigns and struggles were threat-
ened or dismissed. At least one worker
Ashraf had.died in a gas leak and a mini-
mum of six such leaks have been recorded



in the period immediately preceding the
latest. An inspection report prepared by
the company itself identified several very
serious lapses and lacunae in the plant
safety system. However no corrective zct-
ion followed. When the problem was raised
in the State assembly the labour minister
stated that phosgene was not at all poison-
ous. Also, as regards shifting the factory
it was made clear on the floor of the asse-
mbly that an establishment with investment
running into crores of rupees was not a toy
to be played around with. It was for noth-
ing that the posh guest house of the multi-
national was at the disposal of a number of
ministers; also several ministerial relati-
landed lucrative jobs in Union Carbide..

"OPERATION FAITH": OFFICIAL SCIENTISTSf
CALIBRE

After the massive gassing of December 3rd,
another drama was staged - "Operation Faith",
Although the government and a willing press
kept saying that the process of neutralising
the poison remaining in the plant is "100%
risk~free" and that a team of Indian scient-
ists headed by CSIR chief Varadarajan would
be supervising the whole show, this turned
out to be yet another lie. Firstly, instead
of destroying the MIC chemically, which acco-
rding to independent scientific sources would
be a totally safe method, the scheme was to
covert the gas into the pesticide Sevin! 1In
other words, the killer plant would once
again be working as usual. And no doubt the
Carbide management must have had a say in
deciding upon this plan. As it finally came
out, the 'faith operation' was conducted not
by the CSIR scientists at all. but rather by
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the Carbide technical personnel themselves.
Varadarajan was not even told how much MIC
the plant had: from the initial figure of

15 tonnes it went on rising teo the final

one of 22.5 tonnes. The government's abso-
lute lack of control was .all too obvious.

It was stated at first that no danger was
there but if anybody wished to move out of
his house, transportation would be provided.
However, just before ‘the operation began
certain regions were demarcated and notified
ag "danger zones", and people asked to move.
Another interesting revelation after this
faith operation is that Mr Varadarajan who
had vehemently and categorically denied

the presence of phosgene in the leak, admi-
tted that a certain percentage of phosgene
had also leaked .out.’

CALLOUSNESS ABOUNDING DENYING A CHANCE TO
LIVE

But the authorities' attempt to hide all
facts, records and data pertaining to the
episode was the limit.. It was not just that
the Union Carbide files were sealed. Even
day charts and medical records of patients
admitted in hospitals were grabbed by the CBI
on a daily basis. This led to a situation
where doctors found it impdssible to treat
their patients. Also, discharged patients
were not permitted to take with them any
details of the treatment they had been given.
Earlier, we already saw, the attempt to work
out a proper line of treatmernt had been bru-
tally scuttled; now with these measures,
any possibility of providing systematic
treatment and avoiding deaths vanished.
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CHEMICAL WAR RESEARCH: ARE WE GUINEA PIGS?

The seriousness of the episode assumes
dark and sinister dimensions when we reme-
mber that Union Carbide, far from a simple
firm manufacturing consumer goods like
torch cells, anti-freeze, polishing wax,
plastic wraps, and so on, is involved, in
a big way, in the research and production
of armament hardware. Huge war research
projects, in particular in chemical weapo-
nry, are run through this multinational
company. by US defense department. Stud-
ies brought out by progressive groups in
the US have termed Union Carbide as "Enemy
No.1" insofar as the dangers created by
it for the people and their environment.
In Bhopal itself the establishment of an
R&D centre costing Rs 25 crores has rai-
sed ‘several unanswered questions. It was
said that the production operations at
the Bhopal plant estimated at Rs 15 cro-
res were incurring a loss. But this had
not stopped the Central government from
giving the requisite license to the mul-
tinational. Further, to the gquestion
what was the specific activity being
carried out in this R&D facility the Ind-
ian government and its Department of
Science and Technology have professed
ignorance. According to a recent PTI
report, a big seminar was held in Bhopal,
early '84 which was attended by top world
experts in the field of chemical and bio-
logical war research. Union Carbide had
been an important sponsor of this event.
Again, when the gas leaked in Bhopal,
the first state security personnel to be
deployed for clearing the streets were
units of the Indian army. It is an epen
secret for some time now that the latter
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has specially trained combat units for
chemical warfare. All this, if anything,
thrusts up front the real possibility of
Union Carbide conducting research and

experiment for finding out modern ways of .

mass murder of human beings. The recent

denial by the government of India on this

point, coming after the abject buffoonery
exhibited by Varadarajans and DST offici-
als - what is it worth?

In this context it is well to remember
that all the imperialist mdnsters are
pouring billions in stockpiling and per-
fecting weapons of mass murder and destru-
action. The American use of Agent Orange
in Vietnam and the Soviets' resorting to
chemical killers in Afghanistan have alre-
ady been well exposed. It was reported a
few years ago that over 300 people were
killed in a chemical armament plant in the
Soviet Union due to breathing anthrax.
The point to grasp is that the affluent
powers ~ be they of the West or East - are
feverishly carrying out chemical war rese-
arch, and that under the cover of transfer
of technology to the developing nations,
what is really transferred very often is
hazardous research and experiment facili-
ties related to such fields. Peoples of
the third.world, whose lives are 'cheap',
are made guinea pigs. The cooperation
and collaboration extended by the govern-
ments of the third world - which may be
done overtly or tacitly - in such ventures
is infamous.
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WHAT IS THE DEVELOPMENTAL PATTERN IMPOSED
ON US? ' :

The real magnitude and dimensions of the
problem  confronting us, however, flow dire-
ctly from the very pattern or model of deve-
lopment under which we are entrapped.

Government propaganda flaunts a rosy
image of a rapid growth economy, progressing
apace. Today "India has the third largest
number of scientific and technical manpower
after the USA and USSR"; it "ranks among
the major industrial nations of the world";
and its industrial growth rate of 4.9 per
cent in the last five years is "higher than
that of UK and USA". The green revolution,
white revolution and what not are "working
wonders" in the people's lives, the claim
goes on. Improved seeds, fertilisers and
pesticides, together with mecaanised farming
techniques, it is said, have resulted in
self-sufficiency in food, and people'’s l1life
is fast turning into a life of plenty. And
finally, through manipulation of the so-
called poverty line, the government has
awarded itself thecredit of bringing down
poverty. But such populist and political
gimmicks apart, what is the reality? What
is the model of development that policy
makers and decision takers in India have
set forth and are going on implementing?

WHITE & GREEN "REVOLUTIONS": MYTHS AND THE
REALITY

Let us take a look at the so-called white
or milk revolution. Dairy cooperatives have
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been projected as the model for all-India
development. Anand, manufacturer of Amul
products, became a synonym . for the success
story of cooperatives using latest techno-
logy with the help of foreign aid. Pretty
soon the same was introduced in other States
too. However the aftermath has been any-
thing but that being claimed by official
agencies. TFor example, of. the poorest fami-
lies in Anand villages 75% are still in
debt. Milk has nearly disappeared from
rural consumption. The villagers produce
milk - but for selling to cooneratives or
private middlemen for urban supply. Snat-
ching away the milk from the mouths of the
already famished rural children the rural
rich and city elites reap the benefits of
this "revolution". Not only are the masses
cruelly deprived of their traditional nut-
rients. Traditional life styles are also
tampered with, thanks to the imposition of
modern techniques of livestock rearing and
feeding, processing plants and distribution
chains, A good example is that of a corss-
bred bullock. While increase in milk pro-
duction is helped, a cross-bred bull is
inferior and unsuitable for drought work.
If large-scale cross breeding is resorted
%o, it is the small and poor farmers who
suffer: since they depend on animal power
for agricultural work, scarcity of drought
cattle hits them most.

The green revolution exemplifies the
ongoing process in its various aspects. A
team of experts from Ford Foundation worked
out and presented a package deal in the
name of improving production and producti-
vity in agriculture. The deal was accepted
in toto by the Indian government, which ran
it through. With modern inputs like High
Yielding variety (HYV) seeds, fertilisers
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and pesticides the initial effect was indeed
remarkable, Production shot up. The tradi-
tional farming techniques started getting
displaced by mechanised ones. Apart from

the fact that the benefits of this "revolu-
tion" too went only to a small section (who
got transformed into 'gentlemen farmers'),
the HYV technology had a dynamics of its own.
First of all it was imposed from without,with
total disregard for people's life-style, tra-
ditional diets and prevailing socio-economic
and environmental set-up. Second, prices of
seeds, fertilisers, tractors, power and othe-
inputs went an fluctuating with every whim of
the market whereas output prices of produce
were fixed by the government. As the green
revolution made inroads into Indian agricult-
ure, the multinationals in agribusiness and
farm technology sank their claws deeper into
the all-India market. And this happened pre-
cisely when they were stuck with a glut in
their products. Very soon however this pro-
duct glut gave way to a glut in plant and
technology. This was a natural upshot of the
high pace of innovative development in the
imperialist economies, and the absolete tech-
nology and know-how (for which the home cou-
ntries had no use) had to be dumped somewhere
in the most profitable way. Once again, the
claws reached down, and one could hear about
India becoming self-sufficient in the pro-
duction of fertilisers, pesticides, tractors,
etc. The most recent example in this regard
is the setting up of six new fertiliser pla-
ntsin the country. Contracts for all the

six went as turnkey projects to MNCs despite
serious opposition from Indian research and
planning bodies and scientists. It is not
for nothing that big international financial
agencies extend huge loans and credits to
India. Directly, or through indirect press-
ures  the superpowers dictate terms and condi-
tions on dos and don'ts.
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DEEFPENING DEFENDENCE

The most favourite argument advanced by
Indian official agencies in justification of
the ongoing flow of foreign capital and tech-
nology is that we need technology in the begi-
nning since "we are backward". Going in for
collaborations in public and private sectors
was put forward as a.necessary first step
towards attaining self-sufficiency. But just
as in the case of green and white revolut-
ions, collaborations with MNCs and aid from
superpowers and their agencies have invaria-
bly resulted in greater dependence - and the
trend is picking up fast. '

Take iron amd steel. Bhilai, Rourkela
and Durgapur were commissioned,stepping up
production of a variety of steels. Knowhow
was generated within the country. Yet depe-
-ndence only deepened. Bokaro, Salem and
Kudremukh which came after two decades are
a testimony to this, We can see the same
pincer-like grip in locomotives and most
recently in automobiles, Recently a large
scale import of diesel locomotives from Euro-
pean MNCs was dictated to by the World Bank;
and a host of Japanese and European car
makers are aggressively barping in, and
existing Indian automobile companies are
fast turning into their trading outposts.

Of course in the case of pharmaceutjcal
industry the very question of exerting
pressure on it is meaningless because most
of the industry is directly owned or contro-
lled by multinationals. So is the case with
many of the agricultural products of India
whose product market is almost fully in the
grip of a syndicate of traders located in a
few imperialist trading centres. Markets
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like London determine the 'fate' of marine
products, coffee, cardamom and a lot of
other 'exotic' spices on whose production
millions of Indians slog themselves to death.

'DEVELOPMENT' : DEPRIVATION AND RUINATION

It is when we come to drugs, pesticides,
etc that the very relevance of the ongoing
'development' imposed over us becomes gue-
stionable, Tens and hundreds of drugs and
pesticides have been found to be positively
harmful and dangerously poisonous to human
beings. In most of the affluent countries
their use is banned or production restric-
ted. Of course, pressures exerted by envi-
ronmental groups and worker-consumer safety
movements have acted as a factor in this.
However, the blood-thirsty MNCs, rather than
being forced to put a stop-to the production
of such poisons for good, have found an easy
way out (a way that suits them too well
because of the fast pace of obsolescence of
technology we mentioned earlier): dump the
poisons or shift their production into the
third world. People, in particular progre-
ssive doctors, scientists, students, ete,
in the third world countries have fought
against this cold-blooded perpetuation of
‘murder. All the same the MNCs have been
effective in thwarting such popular attempts
because of the help they readily get from
the governments and policy makers of these
countries. The cormercialisation and comm-
oditisation of life, building up a cbtrsumer
culture in an all embraeing way, is one more
offshoot of this whole process. As an éxa-
mple, gooseberry fruit at one time freely
available in every Indian village used to.
provide the much required Vitamin C-in abu-
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ndance to the people. But of late we have
C-tablets prescribed and rammed down our

throats. Gooseberries,bought wholesale by
firms manufacturing some end products (ina-
ccessible to the common people) are getting
scarcer and scarcer. Hundreds of more exa-
mples of such deprivation can be listed.

PESTICIDES: WHY THEY RESULT IN GENOCIDE

Right from the time and place of manu-
facture of pesticides, poisoning starts.
Bhopal revealed the havoc potential of pesti-
cides in a staggering manner. That is all.
But pesticide use - handling, human intake
through air, food and water - is killing us
piecemeal, by the day and by, the hour,.
According to a recent study made by a team
of scientists the level of pegticide content
in the blood and body fat of residents in
and around Delhi has not only become alarm-
ingly high, higher than tolerance levels
permitted, but is the highest in the world.
The study attributed this to the increasing
use of DDT (banned in the West) and HCH
during the last decade and its carry over
in the food chain, The number of people
falling prey to pesticide poisoning is
astronomical especially in the third world.
Conservative estimates put it at 5,000
deaths and 5,00,000 cases of poisoning
annually, '

_ Another aspect of HYV technology is this.
The hybrid seeds which are irreversibly .
displacing local varieties (of rice for in-
stance) are under the complete control of
multinationals who have centralised research
labs in places like Manila, Apart from the
monopoly in seeds (which incidentally gives
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the MNCs life and death grip over millions
around the world), such seeds need specified
fertilisers and pesticides, which are also
under the control of MNCs. Local, tradit-
ional varieties of seeds that have certain
inbuilt resistance to pests and other qua-
lities enabling them to withstand adverse
climatic conditions are fast disappearing
for good. Also, biological pest control
(like margosa leaves, certain species of
animals or insects that are natural enemies
of crop pests) is, for all practical purpo-
ses, being written off in favour of 'modern'
techniques.

Modern science and scientific research
can be carried out to find out ways of how
to withstand adverse natural conditions -
we can't dispute that. In fact research
which can synthesize the traditional know-
ledge acquired over the ages with the
latest findings of science ought to be
carried out with a view to improving the
people's lot. But the marner in which
research is actually done today and techno-
logies developed and put to use is based on
the ideology of maximising profits for a
select few. It is such a pursuit that in
effect leads to destruction and deprivation
for the millions.'

UNLEASHING AGGRESSION ON NATURE

.The "new" technology in égriculture is
unleashed indiscriminately and in the most
aggressive ways. A lot of studies have
shown how this process is destroying (or
has already caused irreversible destru-
ction of) our natural enviornment. In this
regard, the massive famines recurring in the
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Sahel region of Africa and the process of
desertification (Sahara is expanding at an
alarming rate) killing off people in their
millions have been traced to the barbarie
Plunder carried out by the European coloni-
alists., Cultivation of traditional crops
that used to feed the African masses was
forcibly. stopped and vast tracts of fertile
land were converted to cash crop growing in
the colonial period. The results were the
rapid depletion of soil fertility plus a
number of other adverse effects on environ-
ment and nature. At present a section
among the aid-givers in the affluent coun-
tries are hotly arguing for launching the
green revolution in Africa., This is the
only way, they say, to "make Africa self-
sufficient in food" but by now we ought to
know the real motive behind such utterances.

BUILT-IN FEATURES OF PRESENT PATTERN

Behind introducing soya bean cultivation
in a big way (for example in Madhya Pradesh)s
behind growing eucalyptus plantationsin a
massive scale after brutally cutting down
forests, behind turning rice crop areas into
rubber plantations, etc,etc, we can find a
specific, distinct pattern of development.
The built-in features of this pattern are:
disruption and an adverse tampering with of
people's lives pushing them deeper and dee-
per into poverty and deprivation; destruction
and damage of nature and people's environ-
ment setting the stage for greater catastro-
phes - as experienced so nakedly and stagg-
eringly in Bhopal; deepening dependence and
bondage to foreign capital and technology
leading very rapidly to a state of total
lack of control over our own destiny.
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THE' REALTTY; AND' THES FIGHT! M}i:“bzf:f)%ﬁ

Sorthe this dis #the- grim;rea&a&g dressed:
up;: heaggga«f of preogress.eands growingsple~:
nty...To tagkle:dts+in.oxderstor belable: evén
to szaxtqawsgxleggif&ghgﬂaga4astrthhscmodad“
imposedsand implemented sagafnstoreur dtruel
intergsts,~4he, .£irsisnecegsarp comitientds’
that. we-have;the.zight torknows [Batcévensc’
this.basic right-is-being denied-to-ais by~
the %thor;ties For;exampley;-when:in-Nagda

he:GChambgl was turned ipkorascarriersn
of deadlymggisen by+the Birvilasyipeople demas
nded -an.end.tp-this~dastardiy érimesof kill=
ing and maiming mer, :women:and i¢hildeem.:The
eoplqrue;elbguta]}y suppﬁg&ae&aﬂdt Jaste Egﬂ

the -goon  forge0f the Birlaacaloneybhe 1™
government. also-threw its-fukl weéghb’behind
this murderer. Even an anti-pollusion acti-
visit who was elected with a massive majority
by the people of Nagda was externed from. the
area under a fllmsy pretext by the auvthorit-
ies. The Chipko movement and the, mora\recent
Apiko’ mév‘eme %“n Karnataka’ algo Jiave ,po;npe.d
out ‘widse g1 b’ﬁh? ggvefnm nt “is ‘on, :
tribal people’ of Bihar who shéces qu :
ducted ‘an- gltatlon “against’ the‘Kovlar{ara%i
dam projéct (which would have all but wlpe& 
them out) as well as the people of Karala :
who- stopped the government from destroylng -
the Silent Vdlley forest havé taught us the'
need for an ongoing fight to defend the
people's llvellhood and for a safe environ—

-thelr mEdla an dépln
ments regard kntW: iedgé a8 thélr‘mondpnl
Through a series of. acts, laws anﬁ rule'“
they keep facts -and other inf_ ‘

from ws. " We do not knbw fbf éxam le’wh

ThéngDVerhmeht

are the chemicals'ised,” what' rbactions and
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processes employed and what are the poodu- ;
cts ‘and’ ‘their uﬁeéfin”th cas :

where’ we'ubrk ;
example also pdints ut a 1imited v1ew
of the prnblem c0nfronting N8 The~actua1
problem indeed is the model ofﬁdevelogment
set out; and’ it is the people's right to ..
know, debake and decide whether this model
is the best suited to their genuine ‘intere-
sts. PFor instance how to'take care of pests
in our fields? Is the western find, 'pesti-
cides' the one and only answer? Have we
not, through ages of cuvltivating a rich
varlety of ecrops in our land, handled this
problem and acquired much’ knowledge° Should
we not ourselves debate and take decisions
incorporating the best in our traditional
techniques and supplementing inadeouacies
with modern devices and methods? Is this
not the true meaning and content of democra-
cy and independence as a people?

But to raise even this question (or such
questione) today means to be up against an
established order of things in which the
ordinary people have no real say in any
significant way. Our-lot is to look up to
men at the helm of affairs for decisions
and slog to a slow death. For the rulers of
this country are set on a particular way of
doing things and all that they demand from
us ig just one thing: Talk less,Work hard.
If someone refuses to acgquiesce, they have
ways of "bringing him around". The plain
truth is that with enormous economic and
political powers concentrated in their hands
the rulers are determined to ram down our
throats their model of development,

Bhopai ought to have raigsed some misgiv- -
ings, at least, in the minds of the rulers.
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It didn't. Now it is up to us. Either we
learn from Bhopal and teach its lessons as
widely and deeply as possible so that as
a people we can challenge and fault "the
way things are" and fight for an alternate
model. Or, after a period of 'feeling'
about the "worst industrial disaster in
the world" we can forget and go on with
the motions of life, The choice is ours.
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