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The present report has been Prepared
on the basis of tape recorded interviews
by a few of us in the group called Campaign
Against Indira Sagar (CAISA).

We are a group of young people -
journalists, professionals, film makers
and social activists who are committed
to oppose the construction of the Indira
Sagar Dam.

The Indira Sagar Dam is one of the
major dams to be constructed on the river
Narmada in the state of Madhya Pradesh.
The social, economic and environmental
impacts of the dam are enough to justify
its being called one of the largest
planned disasters in the world.The Narmada
Valley Development Authority is overlook-
ing the construction of the dam and the
World Bank is providing the funds crucial
to its construction. The World Bank has
a gory track record of funding such major
projects all over the world which cause
human suffering and ecological destruction.
The Indira Sagar Dam will displace more
than 1,70,000 people, many of them tribals,
from over 250 villages. It will submerge
43,000 hectares of irreplacable natural
forest land and more than 45,000 hectares
of cultivable fertile land. This dam will
also lead to the annihilation of a large
variety of wildlife many of which belong
to endangéred species. Ecologists have
pointed out that due to the unstable geo-
logical conditions at the dam site, the
possibility of occurrence of a major
carthquake will be heightened due to the
phenomena of Reservoir Induced Seismicity.
The benefits of the dam are quite question-
able. The s0il to be irrigated is of
such quality that an estimated 40% of
the land will get waterlogged and will
thus be lost for ever. It has also been
pointed out that 50% of the land to be
irrigated consists of challow soil bed



which is not fit for irrigation. The
230 MW of electricity to be produced is
to be supplied mainly to multinational
and other industries and will serve the
interests of the rich.

Two major +trends have emerged over
the years in response to such major dams.
One of these is to focus on the problems
of the potential oustees and to rally
around the demands of rehabilitation and

relocation. The other is to build up
resistance to the construction of the
dam. It is our contention that taking

up the 1issue of rehabilitation and re-
location amounts to giving sanction to
the construction of the dam. We also
believe that, though the possibilities
are remote, even if the oustees are re-
settled properly the serious ecological
implications of the dam will still be
there.

We see the problem of major dams
in the context of the path of development
chosen by +the Indian State and financed
by foreign capital. Major dams are but
a part of the - intensive irrigation, HYV
seeds, chemical-fertilizers, pesticides,
hazardous high tech industries - path
of development and we see the opposition
to the major ‘dams in relation to opposi-
tion to such a path of development. The
experience of the last 30 years has shown
that such development has only resulted
in the accumulation of power and resources
in the hands of a rich few, marginalized
the vast majority of the masses and has
caused enormous damage to the air, water
and soil of this country. We see environ-
ment as a part of and interlinked with
human life. Our protest against the cons-
truction of the Indira Sagar Dam is thus
an assertion of life against death dealing
forces.



We believe that through a combination
of local peoples' protest action and
national and international campaign against
the construction of the dam, it can still
be halted.

We look forward to your ideas and

comments on our approach and seek your
help and support for our actions.

CATISA



OF FORESTS AND PEOPLE

Campalgning against Indira Sagar Project
from a distance, dealing with survey reports,

published facts and official fiction, lobbying
through letters and memorandums, is one thing.
Visiting the villages to be submerged by the
project, meeting the people to be displaced,
trekking through the forests to be destroyed,
is quite another. There is a difference in the
quality of the emotions that are evoked. For
the four of us who visited the villages around
the dam site, this difference was sharpiy felt
in the first few days of our 15 day wvisit (8
December 1987-23 December 1987).

It is a beautiful country. The deciduous
natural forests which cover 32% of the Narmada
Basin lend a lot of their beauty to making it
so. The forest in many patches is scarce, and
thanks to the legal felling by government depart-
menté and illegal felling under the protection
of ruling party functionaries, the stock is further
declining. But whatever remains of the forest
is still breath-taking. The majestic teak, anjan,
sheesham, salai, phansi, and kalam stand tall,
with mahua, haldu, temru and other trees of
lower heights, while bamboo groves and other
shrubs grow in their own niches. Besides contain-
ing a  wide variety of trees, some of which are
rare species, the forests abound in bears,

panthers, wolves, cheetals, neelgais, pangolins,



porcupines, badgers, flying squirrels, rose-
ringed parakeets, grey partridges, jungle fowls,
green pigeons, grey hornbills, spotted doves,
and other .exhilarating species of wildlife.
Many of the species we found are listed in
Schedule I or in part 2 of Schedule II of the
Wildlife Protection Act of 1972.

The absence of forest corridors will make
it wvirtually impossible for wildlife to migrate
to alternate habitats and most will simply drown

in the rising waters.

"The animals will die too. 1f the {orests are
submenged  animals  will he submenged too.
Where will they go? What do the animals hknow?
They do wnot hknow that the f{oreats are to
be submenged, and that they should find ways
to escape. We all will escape, but they will
be Lleft to die, no?"

SHRAWAN PATEL/60/SMALL FARMER/JAMMOTI

Not a single study has yet been initiated
by the Indira Sagar Project authorities to
identify the species of flora and fauna which
would be submerged, and vyet they continue

to be criminally complacent.

"o And  as for the threatened apecies which
we hear about, it {4 a hypothetical argument,

whethen there are any such apecies on not,



in the absence of a Atudy."

MAHARSHI/CHIEF CONSERVATOR, FORESTS/
(Septemben 1957)

The lives of the Adivasis (original inhabi-
tants) who live on the fringes are interlinked
with the fate of the forests. From medicines
to wedding "mandaps" and from roof tha.ﬂ:hing
to cattle grazing, the pcople are dependant

on the forests.

"When ouwt children get mawied, we get sagaun,

+

adkath, and jamoon branches fjov the mandap.
They are veay essential ton  the wedding

cenemonies,”

GHASIRAM/45/SMALL FARMER/BANKA PALASH

"l have ten cowa. They graze 4in the forest.
I, we atre moved from hese 1 will not be abte
to Cook aften my cattle and they will all dic,
From the forest we baing teak feaves to thatch
the noops of our huts.”

MOHAN  SINGH/45/SMALL FARMER/BANKA PALASH

"1y we are driven near a city we have to
jace many hardships, 1§ my cot baeaks where
shall 1 get the wood to aepain 27 1 do not
have  enough money to get a carpenter. Hexe

I can xepain it mysely. We make and repain



cots  fon  ounselves with the plecey ¢f wood
Lying around in the forest.”

BUDHA SINGH/32/LABOURER/BANKA PALASH

The adivasis in the forest wvillages,
belonging to several tribes - korku, bhilale
and rathia - are mostly small farmers owning

5 to 10 acres of land, and cattle rearing is
a major source of earning their livelihood.
The land is extremely fertile and in many such
villages farming is practised without the use
of fertilizers or pesticides. A large number
of them work as wage labourers for the forest
department and the big farmers in the neighbour-
ing villages. Their traditional skills include
construction of the "Paat" system of irrigation

through mud bunds .on perennial streams.

The other wvillages, classified as revenue
villages in the government records, comprise
of old-time immigrants who belong to a wvariety
of castes and communities. Small and middle
farmers owning 5 to 15 acres of land constfitute
the majority of the population in these wvillages.
The number of rich farmers owning more than
200 aares of land is small but, due to their
connections with political leaders and their
ability to influence people's opinions, they

are extremely powerful.

The land, consists of rich, black soil
good for the cultivation of cotton, wheat, jowar,

pulses and oilseeds. A lot of irrigation is done



from the streams and small rivers, of which

there are plenty.

It is a beautiful country which 1is going
to be destroyed. The thought of the lovely
forests that will be submerged, the wild animals
which will meet a watery grave, the people
who will be uprooted and impoverished fills
one with sadness while the reality that all
this is being done to satisfy the economic and
political interests of the World Bank and others,

fills one with a sense of anger.




... UNCERTAINITY AND CONSEQUENCES

The 1300 kilometer long river Narmada

has been a target for idevelopment" since the
times of the British Raj. Serious considerations
for the construction of power and irrigation
projects began in 1946 and the destiny of the
river remained unchanged after the tryst in
1947. Since Narmada passes through three states
Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh,
interstate river disputes came to the fore once
preparations for the harnessing of the waters
began. The central government set up the Narmada
Water Disputes Tribunal in 1969 and it has
been 8 years since the Tribunal announced its
final awards. Subsequent to the granting of
the awards, the project authorities got down
to the business of producing reports and with

each successive report, the picture of a dammed

future was made to appear brighter and brighter.




All of course on the basis of disputable facts
and dubious methods of computation. The cons-
truction of the dams remained uncertain though
and when the government's own ‘Department of
Environment and Forests, put up a note before
the Prime Minister evaluating the colossal énvi—
ronmental losses, it seemed quite possible that
the Prime Minister would not give clearance
to the project. It also scemed that the World
Bank, with its gory track record of funding
man-made disasters the world over,would withdraw
from providing the crucial funds for the project
because of the mounting criticisms. Finally,
in April 1987, the Prime Minister gave the
clearance for the construction of 30 major dams,
135 medium dams and over 3000 small dams along
the Narmada River. And the World Bank obliged
by granting US$ 300 million loan for one of the
major dams, the Sardar Sarovar Project. The

other major dam being the Indira 'Saga'r Project.

The spectre of a dam at Punnasa has been
looming over the people in that area for a pain-
fully long period. It is now almost 40 years
since the preliminary surveys for the dam were
undertaken in that area. A lot of people, howeve:,
believe that there were others who tried to
fetter the virgin mother Narmada a long while

ago — during the time of the Mahabharata.

"Arfjun (one of the Pandava Brothers), proposed
to "Mother" Nawmada that he wanted to marry

hex. She agreed, but on one condition. The



condition was that he should be able to cons-
truct @ dam over hen bhefore the break o4,
dawn when the roosten crows. In case he failed
to do this she would not marry him. So Axrjun
and  his  brother Bheem bhrought two big moun-
tains and placed one on each aide of Narmada
- these mountains which you see today on

hoth sdides of the nivern were brought by them,

Then they went back to baing the thind mountadin
to  put acress the adiver, Nawmada, realising
that the dam was nearly compflete turned heaself
into a nroostern and began to crow. On hearding
the neosten  crow,  Anfun  and  Bheem  dropped
the thind wmountain ‘which  they wexe bainging
from apan, on the way, and came aunning. But
{t was too Llate and dawn was breaking. Mothen
Naamade can never he fettered.”

JASMAN SINGH/35/SMALL FARMER/ONDWA

Others in the same village are not so certain.
Arjun, they say, in frustration and anger later
delivered a curse that in "KalyL‘lg” human
beings would erect a dam across the Narmada.
The uncertainty about how the story ends is
but a part of the larger uncertainty that has
so far surrounded the construction of the dam.

And this pall of wuncertainty has had serious



consequences on the lives of the people. The

barest of community facilities have not been
provided.

"I have been hearing about the dam since my
childhood., Since thoy have declared that «
dam {a to be construucted hene, they have not
bt:u'ﬂt anything for us. No hospitals, no Aschools
fon  oun children, no nroads, and no buses to
travel . "

GOVIND PRASAD/36/SMALL FARMER/BIJALPUR

People who have the means have hesitated:
from investing into permanent ventures.
"] have heen hearing about the dam jfor the
last twenty five years. My father nevern invested
into anything that would be there fon a Long
time, neithen have 1. This (s t»:w.e of the whole
village. People haven't duy wells to {ndgate
the{'& Lands, the wells that awre  dug we have
not made them pucca (permanent). How can
we, whnen all this nonsense {4 going on? People
are not planting ornchards. 1 the orchards get
submenged aften 5 yeands when the trees bean
fruits, then what s the use? AU around you
will  find houses ha%‘ constructed. There are

four handpumps in this village that need repain,



but what will they do bu nepatring them? They
are. also going to be submenged.”

TEJRAM SOLANKI/2§ TAILOR & FARMER/BADKESHWAR
People with nothing to invest also suffer.
"Stnce the (Cast 3 years | have been carning
nothing. 1 make jarming <mplements and work
on building construction. 1 have been hearing
about the dam sdince a fong time, that the_ dam
4 going to be buwilt, but nothing (4 definite
about <. ALl work here has come tc; a standstill,
Iy budldings wenrne constructed, 1 could have
gotten Aome work. There are 17 tradens {n
this wvillage and 1 owe fLoans to every adingle
one of them."

ISMAIL KHAN/53/BLACKSMITH & SMALL FARMER/
BALDI

"] m.aheubftiché, tiles and clay pots. Twenty
years have passed since the plan to construct
the dam has been around. The ghost of the dam
hovens ovexr afl of ws. 1 have not been able
to earn anytning. ALL the houses in this village
are  built with bricks made by my hands, Now
what  will people do by getting bricks. made?

Why would anyone build houses.”

MANGILAL/48/BRICK MAKER & POTTER/JABGAON



The passage of time since the plan has
been mooted and the absence of any authentic
information has led to the prevalence of an
uncomfortable uncertainty. Leading to, as the
villagers say, a situation in which they have

been "drowned even before the actual submergence. "




WATCHES AND MOTORCARS

During these uncertain years on many occasions

the people were herded together to listen to
grand speeches. The one delivered by Indira
Gandhi, in whose memory the Project has been

rechristened was one such occasion.

"ndine  Gandhi  had come here, We heard that
she was going toe give a Apeech, They told
me  to come «long and listen to hex 4peaking
on the dam. 1 told them that 1 would have to
go walking, Then someone said there were arran-
gements to take us theae on trucks {ree of charge.
So 1 went by that te the dam »aite. A large crowd
had gathened that moaning. Then Indira Gandhi
came on the atage. She told the people to {look
fon Land., Then the public ashed her to settle
them wherever she wanted. Give us fLand fon
Land, we don't want compensation they sAadid.
Indire Gandhi sald that we {n the government
can fell trees to give fand to you all, but what
m.{ﬂ?. happen to us 4y we cut down the trees
and spoil the forests, a0 you Look for Land
somewhene  else, The pao,\s-ia' told her if you

dont give us your Land then where will we



go? Nothing much was said after that.”

PYAR SINGH/35/AGRICULTURAL LABOURER/BIJALPUR

Such speeches served to make the spectre
of the dam more real and provided little comfort.

Ti'le visits by the government officials were

even more disturbing.

"They had come to survey the village, measure
the [land and houses. 1 asked them what they
were doing, they asaid that a dam was going
to be bwilt. 1 asked when and where {t would
be built, they said what did 1_ have . to do
with «t and then asked me to mind my own
business, Such are the officers who come hexe,”
GENDALAL/50/SMALL FARMER/ABHAWAN

'A Lot of govennment people come and say that
the dam is being built you will be given compen-
sation and land. What else do they say? 'Till
now '{t has not been decided where you all will
be sent', they say. They never tell us what
will be done with us. Some come and talk of
compensation, others come and ey that they
are Looking out for Lland 4on ws, But till now
they have not told u:s where they are fLooking

pon Land.”

RAJA RAM/I35/AGRICULTURAL LABOURER/CHUCCHREL



During their wvisits the officials did not
think it was necessary to provide people with
information about the policies which are going
to affect their lives. But atleast with the "brown
sahips" the people could ask questions - communi-
cate to some extent. With the white sahibs from

the World Bank such 'indulgence' was denied.
"Two months back 4-5 government cofficials had
come and there was a wnite man with them.
They talked <n English and we could not under-
stand  anything. The officials with him wexe
translating things for him. They asked where
would we (?.Uzé to he shifted, we said we dont
want to go anywhere, we want to stay heze.
We dont want to fleave our homes and wanafen
arwwhej‘te, we Aaid, The white aahib wanted
to know what we had said, then we dont know
what the officials told nim in English."

BHARAT SINGH/35/FARMER/ONDWA

The government people bring white Aahihs  to
the village. They tell us these are people
trom  the World Bank., They come and -speak
English and we“ do not undemtand anything they
Aay. We do not  undenstand whethen what we
say 44 being conveyed to‘ them. We iaﬂﬂ them

that we do not want the dam to be built. But



we are never Auwre that they -undeastand  us.

RANVIR SINGH/45/SMALL FARMER/BIJALPUR

But then '"officially" the World Bank people

had no business to be there.

"The World Bank people are not Asupposed to
120}

have dinect dialogue with the -people. They

go thene only to see the catchment ared treat-
ment and all that.We will never allow foreignens
to inteafene in these matiens. It 4 cun country,
ouwr people, we - will deal with them, not
foreignens.

S.C. VERMA/CHAIRMAN/NUDA

.

The Chairman, NVDA, never fails to mention

the wvarious visits he himself has made.

" must have wvisited these 12 villages atleast
5-¢ timea. They may not have yndenstood what
was  ashed, but, we have video {ilms of all
My viALEA. Not to publicise my visdL, bul‘t,
just to keep a necord, the questions that ate
ashed, the answers neplies 1 give, 4o that
(t ia educative fon us also.”

S.C. VERMA/CHAIRMAN/NUDA

But more than video films are required,

ngtrictly for the record"® and perhaps not merely



for "educative" purposes. So the officials resort

to time tested methods.

"They only come and tell us to sign on blank
papens. Ask for our signatunes on blank papers.
But people from 10-12 villages had called «
meeting and it was decided that nobody would
sign on blank papers. Only a few days back
an officen had come with some paper and asked
us to aign on it. So we told him 'You can tell
ws whatever you have got to say, we will tell
the whole village, but, {if you ask for owt
sighaturnes on blank papers, we won't do 4t.'
They are gorcing us to aign on blank paperns.”

RAJA RAM/35/AGRICULTURAL LABOURIER/CHUCCHREL

Around the time that we were visiting the
12 wvillages to be submerged in Phase-I, legal
notices for land acquisition were being received
by some of the villages. The notices issued
by the land acquisition officer, Indira Sagarr
Project under section-5 of the Land Acgnrisition
Act of 1894 said '"the undermentioned officer
has been given the rights, to enter, take measure-
ments and make excavations in the land that
is proposed to be acquired by the Govt.
of M.P. and any person causing obstruction to
these activities, would be doing so at his own
risk". The officer mentioned was the Executive

Engineer of the Indira Sagar Project or his



subordinates and the land that was to be ravaged
was the land that has been nurturing the villagers
for hundreds of years. The villagers could how-
ever, submit their objections to such violations
of their fundamental right to life by 11 Jan
'88, for land 1is the only source of livelihood

for the majority of them. Such legal procedures

are of course not designed to suit the convenience

of the wvillagers.

"They have {ixed a date within which we have
to present our objections. There (a4 o Little
time that the date will pass by. Aftern that
they will do whratever they want to do Adnce
then they can aay they had given us an oppot-
tunity to state our objections. 1§ we can't put
porth  our objections they can say we do not
have any problems wand everyone 44 neady to
go from this place.”

GOVIND PRASAD/36/SMALL FARMER/BIJALPUR

And of course, for the villagers in -the
four forest wvillages (Sarai, Bankapalash, Dhari-
kotra and Jammoti) such facade was not necessary.

No such notices for them.

"Ng notice has come to our village. How can
we  Asubmit ourn objections when the notice has

not come? 1§ the notice had come, we could



have gone to nearby villages and consulted
people there and written the chjections.”

GOKUL/30/SMALL FARMER/DHARIKOTRA

The Chairman NVDA has a ready explanation

for such discrimination. '"You see they have
no right over land, so there is no question of
serving any notice. They are not owners of land".
There is enough reason to be afraid that the
discrimination will not end there. And while
such preparations for the planned deprivation
of the people are afoot they are being fed with
liberal doses of assurances.
"One yean back the dam authorities had oxganised
a three day training camp at Harsood. Listening
to the assurances they gave us about the re-
settlement  provisions, 4t neven  occurned Lo
us to  demand anything. They promised us
more than we coubd ask forn. They even said
that Rs.750/- would be given to us {n advance
to buy nopes and atnings to pack ocur belongings
and tractons and trolleys would be provided
to move all our household Atuff. They said
they wont leave us till we wene settled twice
as good as we are here.  Listening to Auch

asswnances oun hearts hegan to swell with antici-

pated pleaswre. 'You people in these twelve
12 1



villages are 40 fortunate’, they aaid. ‘People
of Harsood will envy you. Therelare you wearing
a. watch?! Your wife will also wear one (aften
you are settled) and you wont be the only
one to wear a watéh in the family. Your children
would also wear watches., Your children are
(itenate wnow, they graze othen people’s cattle,

they will ait in moton cars and go to college'.”

RAM ADHAR SINGH/45/FARMER/ONDWA




TREMORS AND TRIBULATIONS

A perpetual supply cof assurances has played

a substantial role in preventing protests against
the dam from becoming widespread. There are
many who <cling to the belief that people who
come wearing clean clothes e¢an never lie, can
never give false assurances. There are others
who believe that the clean men are up to dirty

tricks!

"I pensonally  feel that those who are nich
fermens and  are influenticd have been given
to believe that they would be pald compensation
in gull, would be given good Land. 1 feel that
the goveanment has secnetly asswred the rdich
Candlonds that they -wiz‘iﬁ he compensated well.
And then the goveanment has silenced the smatl
jarmers by means of threats. The small jaamens
have heen given to understand that d(f they
/IE’.M:M; they won't be given anytning. So these
people  say things to please the government
officials Ao as to get some benefits out of them,
In this manner the goveanment has elled any
opposition to the dam that s fkely to arise,”

YOUSUF KHAN/32/SMALL FARMER/GANNOUR

Most of the rich farmers have confined

themselves to the issues of  resettlement and



compensation and have kept clear of direct oppo-

sition to the construction of the dam. Because
of their hegemony they have influenced the

opinions of other people, and negatively so.

"The big farmens are not objecting to the dam.
They are not aaying that this will not be
atlowed. We are amall people. What power do
we have? There {4 Raj Narayan Singh, (the
tocal Congress(l) M.L.A. and a nich jarmen),
and 4 such people oppose the dam we will

also join them. But these people are not Giving

us any Auch Auggestions.”
SHRAVAN/3§/SMALL FARMER/ONDWA

Some of the rich farmers owning "unmanagably!
large tracts of land, and saddled with "unmana-

gable" labour do actually support the construction
of the dam!

"Farming 44 my  main  occupation. 1 farm  on

215 acnes of Land. The f{and can give very
good yleld but due to bad climate and shortage
of Labour the ydeld 44 feas than what it could
be, The govunmen’t has  unnecessarnily started
this  nelief work here. There {4 enough work
fjor  the Labourens iln the f{ields. Instead of

working 4n the fields the Labourens are going



fon  aclied work  Just because the wages are
a Lttle higher. 1 am not wornied about my
ftelds getting submenged. 1 can easily get 50-60
acnes of good lLand elsewhere. 14 they pay com-
;aen/mu’on it s also  fadn, but it should he
given accornding to the quality of the fand.
1 am rneacy to Ia‘h@. compensation and fLeave,
It s beneficied to move with the nation. This
dam wmust be com(.nuctec{.l We Ashould considen
nationad intereats. Our Prime Ministen i doing
a very good fob by making this p‘noject. One
has to suffen in onden to get happiness Latex.
It the forest (s submenged the nation can grow
betten fonests, What {8 the use of forests
anyway? It <4 Okay fon the envinonment, othes-
wise, they are mostly used gon illegal purposes.”

SARDAR SINGH/50/RICH FARMER/JABGAON

The long vyears over which the idea of
the dam has been drilled into the minds of the
people has made some of them accept it as a
part of their reality - yet another misery that
has to be borne. The uncertainty that hus
surrounded the Project has made the others believe
that possibly the dam will not come about, at-
least not in their lifetime. Then, of course,
there is the belief that the freedom-loving virgin

mother Narmada would not let herself be bound.



" believe that mothex Nwwmada widll not chase
ws  away. When she could not be ted down
by the Pandava brotheas, how can she be tied
down now? They taied to construct « dam and
Narmada appecred as  a roosten and  unddid  all
thein plans.”
LAXMAN/40/SMALL FARMER/CHEECH

And thus in the face of powerful forces
and in a situation of uncertainty, a substantial
section of the potential oustees do not yet consider
protest against the dam as a possible course

of action. They have resigned themselves to

a doomed future.

nSome officens came {n cens and talked about
the condtruction of the dam. 1 neven sald any-
thing to them. Who can atop the government?
Vou can ark me what A my wish. 1t s the
govennment which can wish. 14 they submenge
ws, we will have to aun wherever they chase
ws to."

BABU/50/SMALL FARMER/SARAI

"Eanlien 7 had a Lot of Atrength but now I
am ofd and weak. 1 would go wherever 1 am
driven away to. Otherwise they would break

owr heads with aticka. We can stay back, not



go anywhere but what {f we get beaten? We
will  have to go, we will just have to go."
HAJARI LAL/70/SMALL FARMER/CHEER(UAN

Women consider themselves helpless for

added reasons

"The government officials  who have come to-
the village have never asked wme anything.
Nobody aska the women. Everytning will depend
on what my sons decide and what the village
decides. What can the women do? We have to
accept what the government does., The women
cannot  talk about the dam. Can women have
thein say bejore men?”

JATTAN BAI/55/HOUSEWORK/ONDWA

"We are Labourens and we would have to go
away wherever we atwe moved to. 1 weuld go
where my n-Laws take me. 1 would agree with
what my  hushand decides. My husband and
the neat of the villagers would decide on what

to do.”

SAGGU BAI/30/AGRICULTURAL LABOQURER/CHEERWAN
The machinations of a totalitarian state,
the shrewd calculations of the wvested interests

and the agony of those who consider themselves

helpless do not, however, constitute the total

picture. And there in lies hope.



Organised protest, it is true, has not
yet built up to the extent that it can influence
the construction of the dam, but people continue
to be extremely critical and voice their concerns.
Possible environmental degradation is one of

their prime concerns.

"The submengence of 40 ;uﬁ:w honests will have
an advense effect ~on the climate. It will not
be. possible to grow Auch jorest even {f the
goveanment apends thousands of crones of rupees.
These are natwrie's gifts. As it 8 we have
drought conditions. 1f the forests are destroyed

then this place will become a desent, ewven

{4 the dam (s p4lled ub on w!zdteven else
i done. Since the fast fjour years the water
fevel has gone down a Lot, previously, where
a pump used to work fon 24 hours (n a wekd,
today "there s noet enough waten forn & to work
ton halfy an howr."

GOVIND PRASAD/36/SMALL FARMER/BIJAL PUR

"As it 44,. the envinonment has been apoilt
ajten the forests have decreased.  And {f these
lonests continue to be felled this place wibl
tuan dnto @ deseat, Eanlien when the environment

was betten, we used to get 50 inches of radn.



Nowadays <n  the monsoon we get xains onty
once on fwice. This change has taken place
n the Last 10 yeans."

RAMPAL SINGH/60/B1G FARMER/JABGAON




PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN FOREST AREA IN MADHYA -
PRADESH:
1972- 1980- CHANGE
75 82

AREA OF FOREST 24,52  20.37 4.15%
IN TOTAL PHYSICAL DECLINE
AREA

DENSE FOREST AREA 20.03 15.57 4,46%

DECLINE
DEGRADED FOREST 4,40 4.80 0.31%
AREA INCREASE

SOURCE: NATIONAL REMOTE SENSING AGENCY,
HYDERABAD. AREA OF FOREST TO BE SUBMERGED
BY THE INDIRA “SAGAR- PROJECT IS 40,332
HECTARES., THIS FIGURE DOES NOT INCLUDE
AN EXTRA 1,500 HECTARES REQUIRED FOR
STAFF COLONIES., CANALS AND RELATED WORKS.

“We will strengthen the Bank’s long stand-
ing policy of scrutinising development
projects for their environmental impact,
and withholding support for‘ those where
safeguards are inadequéte.”

BARBER P. CONABLE/PRESIDENT WORLD BANK/
WASHINGTON D.C.



There are others who voice concern over
even more serious and immediate ecological conse-
quences - like earthquakes. Scientists, including
experts from the National Geological Research
Institute, have pointed out that given the geolo-
gical -conditions existing in the area, the construc-—
tion of a large dam of such dimensions can lead
to the occurence of an earthquake of high magni-
tude due to a phenomenon known as Reservoir
Induced Seismicity (RIS). It is quite possible
that wvillagers, living in the wvillages - Kalanka,
Jamla, Ghatikhas, Anjangaon and Ghatakheri near
the Sukta dam have been experiencing the conse-
quencesrof Reservoir Induced Seismicity for the
last eight years. The Sukta dam, constructed
around 1976, is one of the major constituents
of the Narmada Val-ley' Project. It 1is situated
about 60 kms, as the crow flies, from the
proposed site for the Indira :Sagar  Project,

in the same distriect (Khandwa). After water




was impounded in the Sukta reservoir, pronounced

seismic activities began to occur.

nin Kalanka village we used to hear loud neports,
the earth wsed to tremble and waten surjaced
would show disturtbances. In March 1984 these
Loud neponts continued {or a.bout 15 days. The
report on  25th March 1984 was 40 Loud that
the villagers took thein. belongings, left thein
houses , and all through the night sang and
prayed to tne Gods. The wvillage eldens »said
that these wene due to the angen of Goddess
Kaliha. To appease the Goddess & was sugges-
ted that milk and cow’'s wiine should be poured
all  around the wvillage, and this was done.
_ For some time the tremons and neports stopped
but some time laten the number and dintensity
of these neports suddenty {ncreased. It {4
stAll a mystery to the villagerns.”

PRAKASH CHANDRA THAKRE/Z5/WARD BOY MINI
PRIMARY HEALTH CENTRE/KALANKA

A teacher in the same village kept meticul-
ous records of the date and time of occurence

of these reports.

"Acconding to my neconds the zeponts  started

at cround 5 A.M. on 6.8.1979. Ajten 1979 they



occured on 28.3.1984 at 7.05 P.M., 12.75 at
neght then at 4.50 (n the moaning and on 29.3.84
at . 9.00 A.M., 11.07 A.M.‘, 12.15 P.M. and
3.15 P.M. in the afternoon. Then at 9.00 P.M.
at  night. Then again on 7.4.1984, 13.4.1984
and 75.4.,1984. There were a Lot of them din
1984. Like the noise one hears when dynamité
i put in a well, the aepontd‘wouﬂd sound Like
that. There used to be tremors and noof tilea
u».\ec‘f to stide and f{all. People jrom the Geologi-
cal  Survey of India  had come fom  Khandwa
in a {feep. They wmade J{nquindies, took the
vehicle outside the village and et up some
machines. ‘Aétmwmd»s they said that there
was  nothing apecial about these reponts and
tremons and didn't give any nreasons forn thedia
gocurence. The neports and tremons continue
to occur even now, but they are not as intense.
They occur once 4n every 15 days on in a month,
and they sound ke a train passing by at «a
distance., We didn't expeaience anything ke

this before the Sukta dam was budlt.”

RAM DULARE BORASIA/40/HEAD MASTER, VIDYA
MANDIR SCHOOL/KALANKA

The matter, meanwhile, had been dealt

with.



"The villageas werne scared and they told me

to nepont “about the tremons to the goveanment
people, 1 gave the dnfoamation to Pandhana
police: atation. They told me to xelate it to
the Tehsildar at Khandwe, 20 1 did that teo.
Ten days laten the Tehsildar came and accused
me.  of apreading  ternon  among  the villagers.
He aaid that {rom then on he would keep dn
eye dn me. When he was here, there was anothen
loud neport, but he dismissed it by saying
that someone was banging on the bus (n which
he had come. He was driunk and very angty.
Aften the Tehsildar accured me in this way
1 aAtopped hccapiné neconds (of the date and
time of occurence of the tremors).”

RAM DULARE BORASIA/40/HEAD MASTER, VIDYA
MANDIR SCHOOL /KALANKA



The officials, however, would 1like |us
to believe that the seismic activities
experienced by the villapgers in at least

six villages just did not exist.

Reconds  of the asciamic activities around the

i
Indinae  Sagan dam adite arwe available since
1946. The numhen of auch sedsmic activiiies

4 7. Neo auch activity has been neconded within
100 hms. of the dam site, The earthquake of
magnitude  6.25 which occured {n 1938 was at
a distance of 115 hkma. from the dam  Adte.”

(from an anticle by S.C. VERMA, CHAIRMAN,
NUDA, published in Dainik Bhaskar (Bhopal)
of § May 1986.

A report of the seismic activities around
Sukta dam appeared in the Indore edition of
the same newspaper on April 27, 1984. On
December 25, 1987, when confronted with these
reports the Chairman of NVDA reiterated the

official view in typical bureaucratese.

"We have no Auch nepoat. Had there been anything
Cilwe that the 68! would have repoated t, Now
that you are saying this we would again get
the mattern fooked into. We will refen this matten
to the GSI, the MDI and the Earthquahe Engineer-
ing Inatitute, Reoonkee."

S.C. VERMA/CHAIRMAN, NUDA/BHOPAL



“Tne Bank 1s taking steps .... 10O assure
that the project financed by it do not
have serious adverse ecological conse-

QUENCB: x4 "

ERNESTO FRANCO., WORLD BANK REPRESENTATIVE.
MARCH 1970.

"AS a matter of routine, environmental
issues are not considered, The Bank does
not have the capacity to conduct sector
work on environmental issues on a routine
Dagsls. "

WORLD BANK INTERNAL  MEMORANDUM, MARCH
1984,

Apart from having such a severe environ-
mental impact,' the Sukta dam had its social
impact too. One forest village, Kotra, consisting
of 31'cultivators belonging to scheduled castes
and scheduled tribes, was completely submerged

and the villagers chased out.

"l stayed  in Kotra village fon seven  yeans.
About 10 uveanrs ago the people who were Lo
build the dam told us that the village was
going to be submerged. They told us to feave,

"you have no u’ght'to stay here” they Aaid.



They told us to go anywhere we could. Out
of fear we all left. They said they would give
us land, but they did not. So 1 went and atayed
in Bhordad forest and worked as a labouren.
I had to feave Bhordad because all my belongings
were taken away by acbbers. They broke my
hand — with fstu{'ché. I got compensation only 3
years ago, 1 got RA.6800/-. In Kotra 1 used
to cultivate 20 acres of black fertile Land and
the produce wsed to sustain my entine family
ton the whole yearn., 1 had 6-7 heads of cattle;
half the fand was left forn them to graze. Aften
we  were draiven out, the cattle did not have
enough to eat 40 they died. With the compensa-
tion 1 got 1 bought 4 acres of Land. But t-he
land {5 not good, 1 can barely manage to produce
enogh  forn 2-4 months. ALl the 31 cultivatons
got ' thein compensation. Some  got Ra.olud/-
rzsome got Ra.8000/-, no 'omz got meae than
Rs.10,000/-. AW of ws had 20 acres of Cand
each ., Now asome of them are {n Kalanka, some
are hene, some {in Arud and Asome have gone
to Bhepal.™

BALU/70/MARGINAL ~ FARMER/GHATAKHERI/BHILALE
 TRIBE



iFon  many  years 1 stayed dn Kotra  village.
This 4on of wmine (around 32 years old] was
12 months  ofd when 1 came to the village.
We. had plenty of Cand there-about 20 acres,
We grew jowan and cotton. We used to manage
throughout the year with the produce  fprom
the éieﬂcic\. After we were drdven out of the
village by the dam autherities, we had to do
wage fabour. Just two years backh we got the
compensation for owr Lland, bhut what can we
do with this 4 acres of barren fland that we

boujht? ALl the animals we had, died.”

BEENA BAI/50/BALAHI CASTE/KALANKA

"The state shall promote with special
care the interests of the weaker section
of the people, and in particular, of the
scheduled caste and scheduled tribe, and
shall protect them from social injustice
and all forms of exploitation.”

ARTICLE 46 OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION

A railway track, commonly Xxncwn as the
Hingoli line was laid through the same district
about 30 years ago. Land for this was taken
from cultivators, and in most cases not compen-

szted for.



"I fost about 3 acres of Lland to the Hingold
Line: 1 was cultivating on goveanment fand which,
was on my name and they said they wene going
to acquire the fand, They said that it was
goveanment land and went on to cut the jowan
wiich 1 had grown. 1 fought againat this 'you
w.{k“;(’, make o railway ne across oun  flelds,
what w(ll we ewt?’ They said 'we are making
the nailway Cine for the beneflt of everybody,
and anyway this lLand belongs to the government
and you don't have any nights overn «t. 1 did not

get a single paisa as compensation.”

GANYA/65/SMALL FARMER/VISHRAMPUR




"The right of ownership, collective or
individual of the members of the population
concerned, over the lands which these
populations traditicnally occupy, shall
be recognised.”

ARTICLE 11 OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
ORGANISATION CONVENTION NO.107 ON TRIBAL
AND INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS (1957). RATIFIED
BY THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT IN 1962.

"It has been about 30 years adnce my fLand
was taken away for the Hingoli fine. The govetn-
ment ofpicials measuwred the Cand and then called
ws  to U'.m sdte. They Aaid 's0 much of your
Cand will be taken. Come to Khandwa on Asuch
and such date and you will get money”. Al
of us (farmens) who had fLost land went there
- the officens safd "Wait here, you will get
money". We waited the whole day - L five
in the ewvening. Then the Tehadldar sad "Go
away, come tomorrow, come the day apten”.
He gave wus anothen date but we haven't gone
thene adince. We opposed the taking of our Land

"What will our children eat”, we asked?

To which they said "1 evernyone talhs Eike



you all do, how can anything get done?”

MQUJILAL /60/SMALL FARMER/VISHRAMPUR

People living in the wvillages that are to
be submerged are familiar with the government's
style of functioning in their own district. There
are others who know about "development" projects

in neighbouring districts.

"I know a ttle about the Chandrakeshwar dam
because my relatives werne ousted by it. They
had to. face a fot of difficulties. The government
has not settled them in any place where they
can earn a livelihood. They were given compen-
sation and were ondered to feave thein village
Heerapun, but they were never shown a place
where they could nesettle. Now they Live on
top of a hillech. They sow their summen crop
when the dam water recedes from the Land.
Earlign they wenre well off now they can't get
encugh to eat.”

BUDH  SINGH KAJLE/32/GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE/
BIJALPUR

Also thanks to the efforts of the Project
authorities quite a large number of people have

had a glimpse of the shape of things to come.

"We were taken to  Gandhi{ Sagar dam by the

Execulive Engineen. There were 4§ 0f us 4r



one.  bub, four each from the twelve  villages
that are to be submeaged in the f(inst phase,
We wenre taken around to see the way the farmens
oustecd by the dam were reasettled, The condition
of the people in that village Chachor 4n Mand-
saun  distadiet, was not good. Mangilal, a man
from the wvillage who was taking us around,
told  us that the people do grow crops, but
they are hesctant to cladm  ownenship of the
land for fearn that they would have to pay taxes,
even when the crops were bad. They could grow
crops only dn summen aften the dam waters rece-
ded. The crops there wene not even half of
what we grow here. Then we wene taken to aee
the dam. On the way the bus stopped at Rampura
village, A man aelling hnives came into the bus
and told us that earlier he was a farmer, but
apten being ousted by the dam his  condition
was  such  that with the meagre compensation
he got he has to now sell khnives on the wayside.
The Engineen showed us the dam and sald that
a similan dam would be buift in ocur area. And,
in the same way, factornies will be set up there.
We weren't infenested in all that. It was no

use. seeing the dam. We wanted to 4ee how we'd



“he nesettled but we wenen't satisfled with what
we. Aaw. After that nothing was aspoken.”

BASANT1 LAL GANGRADE/37/FARMER/CHUCCHREL

The likelihood of a ‘green revolution”
being thrust upon them in the event of a resettle-

ment was equally disturbing.

"I grow wheat and cotton on my 6 acres of tand.
We don't wse chemical featilizerns on pesticides.
None of wmy vicdage people do, and »till we get
good yéields, 1 was taken on « bus to see the
Gandhi Sagar Dam. Oven there 1 saw’ that the
people  grew wheat and gram after  the watex
has receded 4rom  thein fLands. Pests get Lo
thein crops and nuin them and they have to
use pesticides. The villagens said they have
to use chemical {ertilizens o get any crop.
We were told by the engineer that we would
he _rji.ven such partially submenged Cand.”

MOTIRAM/75/SMALL FARMER/SARAI

Why can't ‘the ‘geovernment invest its
resources into alternative areas, ask the potential
vietims of this "development" #roject, and they

go on to suggest a few,

"There ane o many Amall niveas and streams

around that a Lot of {adgation can be  done



i the government budlds astop dams.  Among
the villages 4in the {4inst phase of submengence
Chheerwan and Chucchrel are close to two rndivens
Chotd  Kalimachak and Chnota Tawa; a Atream
tlows near Baldi and near Jabgaon A the
Kharkali niven. Similarly the othen villages
are close to auch perennial Atreams and rivera.
Innigation can be done through Atop dams without
causing deatruction. Fon enengy production too
thene are other possihbilities. Our Prime Minister
himaely Aays that we are going 4into the 214t
century, then enengy production target should
be achieved through sofar and wind potentials.
Why should we continue to use the same souwtces

of enengy even in the 21st centuny?”

SHAKEEL ZAIDI/31/LAWYER & FARMER/SAKTAPUR




Why has the 2lst century Prime Minister
finally given the clearance for ‘such a project?
Yes, why is the government intent on a 'develop-
ment'!  project that would uproot over 1,70,000
people, a large number of them tribals; submerge
more than 40 thousand hectares of forest area
containing many rare species of flora, and about
45 thousand hectares of fertile cultivated land:
and sl‘aughter an unknown number of wildlife
species, many of whom are in danger of becoming
extinct? Yes, why 1is the government going
ahead? And why 1is the World Bank providing
the much needed funding? That is the 350 million

dollar question.




.+ DISSENT AND ASSERTION

Now when people are slowly beginning
to realise that the dam is certainly zoing to
be built, opposition towards its construction
is also becoming widespread. Helplessness is
giving way to anger as the picture of their
doomed future gets clearer.

"Now 90% people of owr village thoak that we
should not Leave the village. Where will we
go? I wdlt be difficult to {find wonk elsewhens,
We cannot  find worh as a wage {obowren  (n
a new place. A few days ago some  portens
were brought in  jrom outside by the truck
owneas a0 the village Cabowrens remained un-
employed. This will happen wherever we go.”

ABDUL RAZZAK/26/1L.ABOURER/BALDI

"We are not paepared to rove, fecve our native
place. 14 we are displaced we will have to
look for jobs elsewhere. We are (tliterate ana
can only worh as wage Labowrens. Whereven
we go there will already be othen (abowieas
around, 40 there witl be a suwrplusr of Clabounr.
Even now the (Labouwrens arne fonced to" wonk

at Rs.10/- a day. When fabourerns are {n surplus



we  willl have to woak for Ra5/- o« day. 1§
there (& wiy opposition to the dam | will cea-
taenly take part (n 4L."

DEVAJ1/40/L ABOURER/BALDI

The small farmers in the forest and the

revenue villages would rather die than face
destitution throuch displacement.
"They come to the village and only ask questions
and tell us to vacwte the “place. We only have
one thing to say - we've been bown here and
we  want to stay heae. The goveanment wands
to beat ws out' of hexe. But from oun Aouls
we don't want to feave. We can never gel such
good ltand anywhene. In thia village there are
400 heads of cattle. 14 we {Leave this place
we - can't provide fox thal',m. We wont get Cand,
we wont get wonk, and we will be turned nto
beggans. There {4 no way out, The only way
out {4 to die hexe.”

SHYAMA/55/SMALL FARMER/SARAI

"My husband 45 a amall  farnmen. We know  we
wont get fLand {f we move out from heaz. |
am nready to die but not prepared o leave.

What will we do with wmoney? AL e money



wifl  just get apent. Quu hearts do wol want
to (eave this place. We will not move awey "
SAJAN/40/HOUSEWIFE/BANKAPALASH

"My wish? 1 will not leave my Land,my propeaty
and my house, We have heen Living nene  fon
genenaticns and we will continue to live heae.
I{ the government wants us to move out, (t
has to drive us forcefully and viotently - (t
can't get uwd to move atbag willengly. Whene
would we get Auch huts to tive n? Therwe are
10 people n my pamily and they wdll glve
us small plots to build ting shacks and all
of ws will have to huddle 1 one aoem. We
would prejen to drown in Nawmada than {eave
this place.”

RAMLAL/58/SMALL FARMER/SARAI

"Generations  apter  generations  of  mine  have
lived in this village. We are getting prepared
to oppose the dam. We are nrecady to give own
lives o our binthplace, We we ready to die
but not to f{eave this pﬂacel. This dam should
not be constructed. We wdll become destitute
4 we ate daiven from owtr homes, There wre
thousands of us - we can commil mass suicdide,”

REHMAN/60/SMALL FARMER/SUBHANPURA



What kind of people are these? Why can't
they sacrifice their petty happiness for "publi:
benefit"? Haven't they heard of "national
interest"? What does one do with such un-
reasonable people? How does one make decisions?

There is a way, and the villagers suggest it.
TACL  the people n the asubmergence  wrea  of
the dam shoutd be alfowed to vote for on against
the dam. Fiast they snould be told about tne
governments  policy. Th’l'.(:i“é}l"l the wvote it witd
be possible to kanow what the people nrealiy
wish, Whatever the people decide the goveanment
should decide wecondingly.”

PUKHRAJ MEHTA/3§/MEDICAL SHOP OWNER/BALDI

But their answer 1is not acceptable to

the policy makers of the project.

"Thene 44 no reperendum on the dam as such.
You 4Aee, the dam construction {4 a decisdion
that has been taken by the tadhunal on  the
proposal  made by the State government. But
of cowwse it is publicised, and if the people
have any chiections they can wadte to the govean-
ment., The people's nepresentatives can  voice
thedn  geelings 4n the assembly. They have «
channel fon expressing thein views,”

S.C. VERMA/CHAIRMAN/NUDA/BHOPAL



The people's elected representatives in
the area, meanwhile, are doing their best to
quell opposition to the dam. So those " who -
have little faith in the democratic methods
of the world's largest democracy suggest another

option.

"I the dam {5 more dean to the  govewnment
than the people, then the geveanment Aloutd
nelease some gas Eke that n Bhopet and it
us all. Then all the problems will he solved,
and then they can build the dam and make
canals. Nothing would have to be given."

GENDALAL/55/SMALL FARMER/ABHAWAN

In his moment of despair and anger this
villager ‘has touched upon the core of the prob-
lem. For similar kinds of death dealing forces
are operative in the Indira Sarovar Project
as in gopal. In Bhopal it was the anti-people
collusion between the Government of India and
foreign capital that was responsible for the

death of more than 5,000 people and maiming

of over 200,000 people. In this project a
similar collusion would destroy fo.rever the
lives of more than 170,000 people. In Bhopal

one could possibly say that it was an accident.
Indira Sarovar is not an accident. It is a
disaster of unparalleled magnitude that is being
carried out after caraful and systematic planning.
The victims of Bhopal rose up together against

this criminal collusion and have collectively



asserted their right to know and their right
to life. The potential victims of the Indira
Sagar Project' are preparing for such an

assertion.
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