Gl s
UL b=
4 = c
¢ & <
e il

a4 &
(&) Hu -
T b

.+ 4
4 ~ <&
£ x

4 >
& =
3 -
£

& £
EH 5
e 3

te

Sweai

of ata

¥

J 2

o
e

gty
1
a1

avin
f
eth
h
d
ro

oy

s

-

ron
Hwtes

inc

no

ii

1nd

Hovway

53 R
A . G e . -
a3 < 5 3 =
P z T . &

SR ™ ¢ m“ 21 2
i @ T a3 &

oo & ;- 4 &

A 4 = e a -

¥ i & = % 1%

i




an implacahle wall of hatred which provides the reason and then the mstification for what has
happened It took us fifty years to document excesses against women during the Partition 1
Jmnfinr how much longer it will take now.

Wamen are not victims of their gender alone They also hear the hrunt of a patriarchal system
that operates at the level of the community ton, even a he esieged community The very sar
community which stuck together in t “"-{*d olidarity for its survival has also sometimes turned
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s hack to women ":_ , '1nﬁ!_ed hy t_hf_‘. enemy. Women’s rights activists have
seen this prejudice in aperation before and this should not come as 2 a surprise Yet it does
seem rather unforfunats Thn* community that has intimate !mow!edge of large scale violations

docs not hesitate to farther marginalize its women 1t is therefore a complex motif

As part of Aman Samudayn, Ahmedabad it has heen my responsibility to identify the survivers
of viclence, inchiding se\:..nl assault Another aspect of my work has heen to nunderstand the
entire gamut of residual emotions that such “Yp“*tﬂr‘f‘“ﬂ tend to leave behind Trauma
: It 1 believe that the issues here are so complex
that it defies any simple effecting of traditiona! franma .'_:m'n‘:e!... At least | have on
several occasions heen quite averwhelmed hy the scale of the v len{'e and the sheer depth of
human misery ;t has created | hope T will be able to make a fair representation .'Jf' the

realities that women survivers are grappling with today.

1
counselling 1t 1s called Speaking for mvsel
ear dd s [ o

Refore 1 end this rather lengthy preamble, T wish to say that 1 use this report as a means of
breaking out of a kind of pa alvvm Since 27th Feh | have heen in the grip of a crisis as all

writing h d dried up as ! h{‘{‘d the collapse of 2 society 1 had been horn into, lived and waorked

in [ike rh loss of someons vou love So words realed in 2 merass of tears, ﬂnger And in

nge
the suffocation of imprisoned expression 1 nﬂe h ashed ahout, confi '"u*mf' many of my
colleagnes and friends Mahesh, ’\maf Supriya, Antara, Bhavana, Qonh*a f\mnd..ati._ Monika,
Nandini, Sriram, Amit, Shu_a-.bhavu Nwed:ta, / d:tya, Ranjana, Laxmi and Vani- 1 thank each

one ofthem for trving to understand

Thig \_ntmﬁ has therefore heen a much-needed catharsis For which T am gratefirl to Aman
Samudava [ hope it will be as useful to others.

P
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Nareda Pativa The name itself creates images A masjid with a peacock motif Green red
vellow. Colours meshing with soot.

SI- her face superimposed on Noorani ma isjid Also burnt

A gaping black-toothed wall. A frail face, large black eyes flocked with tragedy. Violationg,
11
all

SIis an 18 year old girl When 1 first met her she looked dully at me throngh those great

o



sness shunddered throngh me
ked ahout their !nvqeq One

¥
s

ayes | was yet another one of those outsiders A sigh of helples:
as 1 took in her presence Her mother sat next to her, she tal
daughter raped and burnt alive. Another sitting right next to her.

One son, about seven vears old also hurnt But alive the skin on his left arm stretches

”J\.
W

So much for the physical signs. SJ carries deeper
hunched shoulders over a plate of rotis and curry The sun hlazed down on her
Her mother was rleaeed to hear that 1 have family in Karnataka from where she
herself had migrated many vears back SI looked at me keenly: this piece of information is
interesting she must have demded Scon we were jomed hy SI's mﬂ#ﬁrnnl aunt who described for
me one harrowing bit after another, the sequence f‘f “"9'1*" in Naroda Patiya 1 have heard this so
often that my dreams are littered with the screams of women.

Then, said SV’s aunt, they raped women They trapped them in a park stripped them and raped
them We know hecause we were up on a terrace That was not all They chopped off limhs,
mutilated their genitals fmd then killed them SPs sister was one of them, she said Garbled
testimonies. Neth: ng will stand in a court of law. Yet it is part of collective memory today

I suddenly noticed S} Her bhody almost in foetal position, seeking shelter fram horror
Those perceptive cyes had clouded over with a '19r“p mute emotion. Foar one maddening
mement I my raelf s s:ht eseape into a safe womh SPs pain does that to anybody, even a strong

person I am too weak not to he‘affected by that cnnges:ted anguish

I met her several times after that Fach successive meeting brought a thawing of her dignified
reserve Then one day she talked to me. 1 want to learn something, “she said Her eves were hright
with anticipation. W’hat T asked, v'h"n will you learn? Anything, she said, because 1 know | can
do it Disarming confidence Ok, Ttold her, we will find something for you to learn She held my
hand a ranga ¢ Fe‘mrf‘mnm flitting across her face

I still remember the grasp of those thin, long fingers Some sweat, some hope

I met her yet again at the Circuit House where the Women’s Cell held its fourth sitting The
Cell was fnﬂant to go into cases where F]RS had to be changed. or to record women’s statements
on violence Women’s rights activists lawyers and others were present along with women from
camps At one point in that long day some of us hnnfmmed the nf‘ﬁcm!s: over their

SJ was ohviously impressed hy that show of anger on our part When ! met her again at the camp
she reached out and clasped my hand eagerly, her face animated And so, in the glory of our
collective bravado I had risen in her cyes. Pafhot::‘ as it was 1 was grateful that we gave vent to
our ire tn the Circuit House. At least it granted me SIs solidarity At least she did not sec me as
vet another treacherous, hloodthirsty Hmdu



next meeting She lncked straight thmugh me A couple

f women sat noxt to her ! ,,m‘. SPs
acknowledee mv nresence unnerved me 1t rankled 1 went to her,
) ~ r

hunched shoulders and asked, why is this woman so grim today? S) was unresp
& g ¥ = e

Her mother renhied ¢ from des }* So we were 42
one who died. 1 cursed myself ‘.V!w_ f\"' why did I not pic

face was sending me? Fool At this point, ST crumpled into inconselable sohs My arms moved
] o
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~t
aronnd her in reflex Little sister, ! whispered to my Relf take care of that young heart of

vours. SJ stared into space, gricf-stricken. 1 wish 1 could take away that pain

1y I
h.’}"‘“ d.ﬂne to our women, lamentad SI's aunt J?.w.qn ]ﬂdkl, she cnnﬁm:ed, who will marry her

now?

I'looked at S1, her face pinched with grief One slow tear rolled down

Yo will learn anvthine won™t vou? 1 asked in 2 semi-whisper 81 did not respond

% i
o (&4 o Satatis e =5 e s

She seemed to be going into shock What horrors does this child hottle up inside her thin
frame? 1 wicsh 1 could heln Yet she suddenly smiled -
: N o~

a shroud of pain. Her large eves sav:

)

t me throuch her tears as thoneh at
N - [ (=

NI

We had a very nice house We had everything A tv, a fridge Fverything The girls in onr house
are very fond of watching tv, listening to Hindi film music. They can dance to any song. You ﬂsk

Lo

them they will show vou. In our hnnq(\ we had cvervthing we needed They burn! it all dow

They looted all they counld My nieces are very krr"ht I had potted plants So many of them 1
took care of all 'n" them The" hroke the pots Ihe plants are de’zd T locked after them very
aarcﬁ;ﬂy See thi ;"ﬂnf."svr"“lﬂr’ Heore this the sofn set we had Tt wine an exnensive sot Th(},;'

r
could not 1ift it, so they ripped it apart. They tore the sofa to bits. Shreds, this nice blue cover, all
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NJ has a very qt*:km“ fm Ncar!‘-.' 35 years old, though she | atta draped
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aver her head, fz'("cﬂd hehind her eare Your cannot miseN! in a3 room fi1l
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: oY ou cannot
ignore her even if you \V']HT to As | want to when she talks incessantly "hm't ped sofa sets
that they could not It

Y a
that they attacked her honse and she gfepﬂ.ed out to i,m‘.rem her hhahht and nieces There was
no man at hnme/ from whnt I gather

Was memory p!'a‘.'ing t_récks here? I have no answers. From yet another garbled account 1 heard



I am a strong woman ! locked the front door and told my family tum padhe Meaning read the
Quran, say your prayers. | told the mob just leave us ""‘"P They said, don’t get in the way |
kept *P“m" my family tum padho The mob threw burning rags into the house, it caught fire My

\“'"n ily fhfew water :m'i tried to contain the fire From one room to another they ran, | also went
inside to save the house T refused to let them into the house Then they hit me on the head

R!nn’i strcamed down my face and T was dizzy. But T kept on The nhn"w was i ‘W' ng 1 conld
hear it, but could not tﬂ.kc it. T was keeping the mob from my family. Then they h:* me on the
th:gh.@. I fell on the floor They threw a ring of kerosene .'am'md me | was !"msz in a circle of
flames They hit me again, 1 lost consciousness 1 do not know what they did with me

! lost consciousness, she said apologetically 1 do not remember anything after that, she said

e i e RS s ek . LRl S R S B G LR ¥

defensively
of

NPs story 15 known al! over the camn. E‘._'_.wboé 7 knows that she was  sexually assaulted by

o

more than one person. Only she does not want peak about it. She flits from one topic to
another, going hack to the house, the sofa, the s a,xf‘ﬁ:‘.ring of ‘these people’ (the camp residents)

She says our neighbours did not do :my.*hing They were cood people

r-#-

NIis a strong woman She has o faraway expression in her eyes. All the time She talks to
vou incessantly, but it 15 almost as if she is not there She calls herself an Aman Pathik Tt gives
her an identity

One day | called her to the office Work with me 1 said She locked happy at the prospect
But, th- said, T will nat he able to come on my own Som ehndv has to 4mq me to the office

and hack Only till I get used to it, she said reassuringly after that T will manage 1 arranged for
somebody te drop her at the office

I waited all day She did not turn up Tn the evening | went to the camp A group of Aman
Pathiks snrmunded me and told me that NI is in tronble with the camp manager Why? Because
her brother had eﬂ"ected a compromise with one of the persons who had assaulted her They had
settled for Rs 1 lakh, or so said the grapevine Now the camp manager was angry with NJ and

r R T T T R S i

her brothers hecanse it put him in a false position

NI refiised to see me that event ng 1 went back, a thousand questio my mind Was NJ part
of this compromise? How does QHP feel about n‘" Angry hitt

ns in

oy er? One lakh. How does one decide
on the price of one’s sexual integrity? And who has the money? NJ or her family? Tt was
murky beyond measure
The next visit to the camp. NI came straight to me and said, are you looking for me? Then she
began chatting about the rain how difficult it is for ‘these people’ to live like this Shealways
refers to residents of the camp as though she herself is not one of them 1 ask a group of women
if they would like to come to the nf"i.ﬂf‘ for a mecting. They agreed

The women from the camp arrive at the office We sit in the dormitory Fven before we
seftled down the women hﬂrﬂf out with their stories Fach one of them talked ahout hurnt
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MG We know how we have huilt our houses We work o hard stitching elastic on
iw T o] now W e n (5] ni N1SE

i |
undergarments, we have gathered paisa after patsa and put these honses in shane Now it i all
s Ees : 1 : s 7
agone,
SB- T fled with nothing except the clothes | had My danghter was s to he married 1 had gathered

clothes, jewelry Nothing is left They have removed fans, fl:H 1.

70} They had come a couple of months back. They asked us what do you have in your house?
We told thmn We thought they were election peop!s so we gave them information They told us
you wd! have to hecause we are from the government They tock electricity hills and checked

vvuu HYoU wiicic
78 FEven on the 28th Feh they had come My son was at the paan shop that morning They came
F many “."uv"fm live here My son said T don't know and ran home Thena

AM: This girl here she cannot sleep at night Even last night she got up scre aming 1 woke

£
[ ? i

up and heard her say, they are coming to kill us 1 shook her awake and mld her nothing hﬂg
1

o

SB- We don’t want to live in Gujarat anymore We have seen too much destriictinon We want to
oo hack to Karnataka We have not heard of aich violence in Karnataka Never Sp we want to
o0 back Don’t do anything for us, just do one small thing, get us some land in our desh and
resettle us there. These people don't like us because we are from Karnataka They think we

.

are strange Fven when we speak they make fiin of us Our language is very polite, we cannot

1

g
e rude But they think we are being mde Now after all this we d;_“.’f want o mmm.:e here

o

7S Himmat, you want us to have himmat? How can we have anything like that left When 1
think of whaf has happened | feel that those who diad were mere fortunate At least they
don’t have such a bleak firture ahead 1 don’t have any more courage left

AM: If there is 2 God up there he will see that there is justice They should have punished

those responsible for happened in Godhra Why did they have to do th ¢ to all of us? Why
wrank havoe on the innocent? What have children done to them? Or young eirls? They raped

women, they ripped open wombs. They :‘-xd ;‘.Jl this. We are mortally afraid for our young fnrlq
now They had a nlan and we

lid not know Their plan and our ignorance ﬁnished ns Wc
did not !mnw any hmg ahout this nhn They had a plan “rd we were deqt"nvﬂd

SM: Who are you? Why are you writing all this down? ‘”:3 don’t want anything from you How
can yvou come here and write all this? T want to tell you that there will be justice Sooner or later,
there will be You have not lost anybody so it 18 easy fbr you to he sympathetic We are not
81 t*n": here waiting for people like vou to come in and take your notes We are human beings
Are we human }‘emgo tell me? I"we are then why do this to us? They raped our girls. There

)

ar SIT!F_‘. in this camp w!"n were hrought in such a bad condition, they cou d not walk, they could
not urinate Young r.m”'o Ts this onr cn!ture is this our country 1 am telling you, all you women
hetter he warned The same thing can happen to you alac So he warned

11
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A ten year old child, her hair all crepped. She hops into the room. She 1s wearing a shiny
rad dreM several gizes too b!g for her She glances at me shyly and makes as if to go out
with her friend

I am with a group of women from Naroda Pativa They are talking to me in 2 tumult of voices.
They ﬂ}r!der"; turn on hor Th:q gir‘. /, laok at her RM’s mm:‘q are dilated,
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women, as 1-“t nta unt me

!hev vank her dress up Red satin slipping over a hurnt hody Back and neck I.acerations of
skin now healing | s!.ﬂ.ﬂe my eyes involuntarily T know T will never forget the sight

[ - o

My heart is numh as 1 watch that rough edged skin growing now in shrivelled layers. Burns
leave a sign on you So this child will now carry m‘..rka ﬂ\revm' Her back and neck, her shomn
head Testimonies all Look at her, say all the women pull one edge of the red dress
It comes tumbling down Hiding from our sight the signs of a m‘.wo"! young body

The women prod the child Tell her, they say after the cloth draped the hurting skin What
happened with you, insist the women They were determined not to let me forget the sight or
the event. I.et her be, I plead

The child’s face has shrunk to half its size, the pupils so large I think they will hurst 1 can see
that RH is reliving horror and by now T am deﬂnf-m*e to stop the women The skin on her face
lets off more gloom than 1 am prepare d to h";“d]e The women, eager to dispose off with their
angst, to foist it on the child are pushing her to a point that would surely break her

er what vou saw, what happened to ye
Tell her what you saw, what happened to you

e

intensely unhappy Hf‘!‘ hack hared to a strancer The humtliation
I

What s y-'_n.:r name, | ask her R, she replies parrot-like. What a beautiful name, I say. 1 am
frantic now changc the mood. C.fm you teach me a song, ! ask. No response. Her face is
still downcast The women look at me, then at the child They understand Teach her a song,
they say /\ Rm'.!e creases her face

A smile. A stretch of muscles in a heavy, downcast face like the sun breaking through a

thick forest of clouds | know T will never forget that smile e‘n.‘her

].d-.

RM rushes out

! J

he fre

f!?t

o
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The women tell me after she leaves when they hrought her to the camp she was fully burnt her
legs so swollen she could not watk for days

o



I ery myselfto sleep that mnh
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We walk throuch a large kahrastan Past children with catapults trying to nab a few jamuns

I Wi i
O e

Past hleating coate
ting goats

AF’s house is ona makeshift roof supported by some wood The rest has all gone Crumbled

it

under the firry of meb vinlence The house is on the edge of the kabrastan It is alan on the
‘horder’. She has lived here for the last 30 years.

My honse is on the ‘horder’ she axplaine So the moh attacked 1t first There is a chilline
o ) I o~

recienation in her voice It was o happen omeday she tries to tell me

[ar)

30 years on the horder The tension muat b ..nf‘!-'hfm!nn"

far]

trunk iz lacked Twe large locks.

We lonk around the house A laree runk, all burnt, the rust showing Ironically, the

They took everything she says | had collected dahej for my daughters it was all there in that

trun!. When the moh entered the area we fled N Y hush‘.nd 15 disahled he cannot walk So ! first

fled with my children, put them to safety in the camp. I rushed back to get my hushand By the
time ! got him they had already h':rnt the hanse

Inside the house was har paternal aunt Also disabhled And so unahle to min As she waited for
A¥ to go and get her, the flames had already claimed her She was burnt alive

See, she says, this is the pnqtmnrrem report The PM report is very economical Canse of death?

Shack due to hurns 1 suppose that is ‘ww medical reports are writtes

What did you do then? T ask. The first ﬂav it was too dangerous to go out, so |
looking for my aunt | knew by then that Q‘se had gone Others told me that the h
gone On the second dfrv I asked a couple nf'=.enp3e I said please come with me,

did not come
ouse was also
Fwill not he

able 1o carry the .,..Hv myself A neighhour had walked in b by then She tock un the story from
there. Yes, we told ?\F that che could not h expected to carry a body on her own Three women
and two men went with her When we came here we found the hody surrounded hv dogs Tt was
perched on the edge of the parapet One little push and it wnuld have fallen dn n.t the
kabrastan

AF looked deeply worried through this account She seemed happy to let somebody else do the
telling

11

There are many stories So m many of them The widowed women of Chamanpura others from

i
H v

Nareda Patiya, women who have heen deserted since the rapes hecause they have conceived 2



woman wha rotted in a garbage bin for ten days after suffering a paralytic attack, women injured
in combing operations The list is long 1 "'l! ot go into each one of them Truly T do not
find it in me to do it The horror is almost unrea! though T have met these women and 1 know
that it is not all a figment of their imagination.

In conclusion, it is important to look at some of the key issues that have emerged Firstly,
the range of psycho-social impacts includes mest of the symptoms of poest-traumatic shock
syndrome, .A..cen!sssncss, recurrence of nightmares, reactions to sounds, fear of crowds and so
on are very common experignces Some of the more serious symptoms like withdrawal as
evident in NI need to be addressed immediately In my work with the women 1 try to identify the
trigger points and then try te steer the conversation around it T do not necessarily address
violence as such There is a whole range of strategies that have to be employed to give the
women space to ventilate

Physica! exercise is also important 1 found that the women {w\joy it immensely, it brings a
release of pent up emotional energy. This however, is quite difficult in camp situations Bringing
them ont of the camps into places where they can relax is also useful and can serve many

purnoses

These are some very basic tools for trauma counselling However, what presents a rea eal challenge
is feelings of guilt, self-hlame and low self-esteem At a superficial !eve! it is possible to wan
through these emotions These women are placed within the context of the community, they need
the protection of the community  The experience of violence has shamed them, and shamed the
community too It 18 imnnrt'!r't to understand that short term trauma counselling can only work if

there is a long term process of deconstructine these faalines of chame
: o ; A

o
This is also an ideologica! struggle which would challenge the secondary status of women,
question gendered power equations that sanctions the use of vielence against women to control
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The larger social and political context in Gujarat will also impinge on emotional rehabilitation
With this is tied up the 1ssue of justice. Unless the survivors sce a process of justice delivery,
trauma will remain heightened C. mps are now under pressure to close down, and the women

e to go hack to the very places where they had experienced or witnessed such intense vinlence
Thl.. means that there will some recurrence of trauma, there will be trigeer points everywhere
Encountering some of the perpetrators of violence who live in the same locality will definitely
have an impact

lustice, is therefore the real challenge. The State will obviously have to be involved in this
process | think that it is important for the women to see that as a community we are doing
P.nme'rhmu ahout this ST’s reaction to our experience with the Women’s Cell 1s a case in point
This is why it is imperative that we demand special courts, special commissions to go into these
crimes. Togf:ther w:_’.{h this, setting up national or mtsmt‘_tmnﬂ panels independent fxf' the State
would also he useful in addressing trauma. Though these pane!ﬂ would have to be carefully
thought throngh hecause the issues are very c‘omr\‘fw
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