CPDR INQUIRY INTO THE POLICE FIRING

ON MUSLIM MORCHA



On Friday, February 24, 1989, Bombay police fired more than 100
ronond over one hour on a 2000 = 3000strong morcha of Muslims in
South Bombay, killing 11 Muslims, 9 of them on the spot, and in-
juring 39, This was the most serious confrontation between Mus-
lims and the police in Bombay. (BART

CFDR gecided to investigate the firing hecause of the
gravity of the incident itself, and also to find out how justified
was the strong feeling among a fairly wide sedtion of people that
the firing was mecessary as the morcha had truned violent. (PR

A fact-finding team comprising the foliowang CPDR members:
Advocate P A Sebastdian, generq} Secretary, Vrijendra, collcgé
lecturer, M J Pandey, reporter, the Times of India, Bernard
D'Mecllo, assistant editor, EPW and Jyoti Punwani, assistant
editor, Thc Indian Post, met the families of those who died in
the firing, the injured, participants of the morcha, its organiser:
and the police commissioner. &B&RT:

The incident :
ARMT

Following Ayatollah Khomeini's dircctive to kill Salman
Rushdie, author of Thec Satanic Verses, one Anwar Sadat, president
of an unknown oréanisation called the Muslim Integration Council,
issucd an advertisement in the Urdu Times on Feb. 20 asking
Muslimg to observe a bandh and come out in a procession after
the 1 0' clock nam{égjbn Friday, February 24, to protest against
the British government providing shelter to Rushdie. The ad
appeared because both the Urdu Times and the Inquilab, the city's
main Urdu papers, had refused to carry his statement wclcoming
Khomcini's death sentence, and announcing that had Rushdie becn
in Bombay, Sadat would have himsclf tried to kill him. 4PZAR)

The ad was not takenseriously by Urdu readers, as Sadat
himsclf was unknown and also becausc the bock had already bcen
banned in India. In addition, Khomcini is not recognised as a
spiritual leader by all Muslims in Bombay, especially the Sunnis
who constitute‘g,majority. However, Sadat started making pre=
parations for the morcha, contacting Muslim organisations and
vice versa. (PARY

3 annvuwncements then appcared in the Urdu press :Cgpe by
thc All India Tableegh~e~-Sccrat, a religious organisation com-
prising the peshimans of the various mosques in Bombay; and the
other signcd by heads of 13 organisations, called for a bandh
and morcha. The third ad was signed by 7 iuslims close to the
Congress—I, asking iuslims to desist from taking cut a morcha.
(PAR),



The Police meanwhile got in touch with the morcha's organi-
sers to find our their progremme. They however, did nothing till
a day before the morcha. On that day, they arrested Anwar Sadat,
Allaudin siddiqui, leader of the Tanzeem-e~Allah-o-Akbar, and
Ha ii Mastan, head of tho dali&;ﬁiélL“éEESQ?ities suraksha maha-
sangh, who had just arrived in the city, and whose name had been
announced in the papers as one of the leading participants of the
morcha, Later that evening, Sec 144 was imposed all over the
city, autcmatically mequuting in a ban on the morcha. However,
none of those arrested were allowed to get in touch with their
organisations to call off the morcha. In fact, they were taken
away to lock-ups in Mulund, the outer limit of the city. (BARJ.

The next day, the entire Muslim area observed a bandh,
but confussaon prevalled as to whether the morcha was to be taken
out or not, as news of the arrests and the ban had appeared in
the morning papers. However, the 1 o' clock namaz was ceplete
with abusive references to Rushdie, and by 2 o' clock, groups
of young men started gathéring at the venue from where the morcha
was to start, Mastan Talao. (PARY

They had come from all.over Bombay, withbanners and
and placards saying "I am ready to kill Rushdie"; "Rushdie-
Rush+Die"; etc. Those who came in trucks were stopped by the

palice before chey could weschk
more than 500, managed to reach the venue. (BP&R),

the srepoc . but a large number,

Confusion prevaild at the venue which was swarming with
policemen., There was no 'leader' in sight. Two well=known
Muslims were seen there talkine tc the police, but they quickly
disappearcd. One of them was Khalil Zahed, editor, Akhbar-e-
Alam, who had aigned the appeal against the morcha (though his
name had also earlier appeared in the appeal for the morcha),
Zainuddin Motorwala, municipal councillor and well=known trouble
shooter of the Sycdna, the chief of the Dawoodi Bohmas. Ahmed
Zakaria of thc Cong-I, who had issued a statement welcoming
Khomeini's call, sent printed copieé of ais statement in egnglish,
to be distributcd in the morcha, but didn't make an appearance
himsclf. (PART],

As the maidan started £illing up, the ﬁike was passed
'from thc¢ hands of one youth to another, each of them telling
the restive crowd to stay clam.. Suddcenly, the loudspeaker
connection was switched off and the mike snatched away by the
policc. Some of those rresent weore +taken away in a police van.,

Soon after, a jecep arrived, a policc officer dismounted ard



snapped an order to dispcrsc thc crows immediately,
PP crows 2

A lot of things then seemed to happen at once in the
maidan. Armed SRP took up positions in a circle inside it,
thc crowd was asked to move to the back, and the 3 police vans
parked outside moved towards the entrance blocking all access
to the maidan. Immcdiately, the.crows let out a shout and
started moving towards thc vans, till they were forced to move
out and clcar thc entrance.

The Pplice then started arresting the youths in batches,
in thc proc€ss snatching their banners, pushing them around.
The atmosphere was very tense, <nd a stray stonc thrown by any
one of the by=-now very angry youth could have set off a full-
fledged clash. But within 15 minutcs, the arcsts were over,
the vans had driven away, the maidan was empty.

Howevcr, a small band of youth managed to get away and
Man- their way unhindered, towards the main road. This group
was JjOssad by many other such groups all along Mohammed Ali road
till they w~gether formed a fullefledged procession, with
police vans bringing up its rear.

This procession was suddcently stopped by a wall of policamen
at around 3.30 p.m. a little before the Carwford Market junction
and told they could not procecd further. There was same argus
ment. According to Sarfarz Arzu, ceditor of the Urdu ceveninger
Hindustan, and une of the organisers of the morcha, he told
Additional police commissioner Shangari that hc and 4 others
couldl go ahead to the British Deputy High Commission and present
their memorandum while the crowd waited for them there. Alter=-
nately, thce entire procession could court arrust at the spot.
Maulana Kashmiri, another orgenriswer and an active member of the
All India Tableoegh~e--Scorat, who was present there, confirmed
this report. The police tney say told that they had no arrange-
mcnts for arresting all those prescent, but allowed Sarfarsz
and others to go ahead with the memorandum,. By the timc they
camc back, it wgs all over.

There was reésistance when the morcha was stopped, result-
ing in a lathi--charge which according to eye=-witnesses, was
brutal, with policc chasing the flecing proceéssionists right
inside buildings. Tear gas shells were also fired, but repor-
tedly, the policc ran out of them. Within a minute or two of thc
tear gas shells, the¢ police fired on the crowd.

. There are¢ conflicting versions as to what took place
(thc tear gas and the firing. Did the firing provoke the crowd
to turn viclent or vice versa?

According to the police, they werc forced to open fire
because they were attacked by stoncs, bricks, bottles, and even
fired at. According to some eye-witnesses, aftér the lathi
charge and tecar gas, stoncs wcre thrown on the police from the
by=lanes and thc buildings, However, othcr eye-witnesses state
that the policc werce attacked only after they started firing,
and then too, they werce attacked not by the processionnists,
who were all flccing, but by pecplc from inside the lanes,
Many of ths processionists hid inside buildings and a lot of
them took shelter in a branch of the Bombay Morcantile Bank.



According to a report in The India t, pitched battles
were fought bctwceen the police and Muslims in the by~lanes. &an
¢ye witness reports that near Pycdhonie Police Station, a group
of Muslim boys dared the pollce to come ncar them, and the
police had to call in reinforcemebts to dcal with these boys.

There is no doubt that the police were attacked The
Indian Post rafers to a policuman's leg being broken when %§€:>
OBJEect hit him"., 4 traincc constable, Bashiiiﬂulani, was

ospitalised with a bullct wound in his leg,. ough thc police
commissioner claimecd that 3 were injurcd.

The firdng was in all directions. Of the 11 who died,
two were shot by the samc bullet, as they sat in a balcony over-
looking thc strect, One woman was shot through the eye as she
camg out to clese her window (she survived). Aecording to a
of his who claimed he saw it all, one Nasir Xhan was shot
rough thc forchead at point blank range.. The bodies of the
dead showed bullct wouhds in thc hgart, neck and skull., (List
of dcad glvun scparatcly. )

. Bullects hit a number of bynstanders, whoO were out on the
road visiting friends on a bandh da Y Or rcturning from namaz.
Onc 2f them was cating a biscuit on his walk home when hc was
hity¥he biscuit lay at his bedside in the hosgp ital. (List of
injured givcn scparately. ).

The firing was ovcer within an hour, and the sccne .shifted
to the JJ Govt. Hospital. The dead bodics werc kept in the foyer
with a crowd of ovcr 200 persons milling around, most of thcem
processionists, who were insisting that some of the dead were
gctually alive, The predominant belicf was that the doctors .
had certificd thosc who werc still Dbrcathing as dead. The mob
wase trying its cwn methods Lo revive the corpses, and every 5
minutes, a group of youth shouting Allahm~o-Akbar would barbe
intc thc mmergency room carrying a body. The doctors kept
pointing out hhat there was no way the victims could have
survived, having bcen shot through the heart or skull. But
unablc to convince the mob which at one point even shattcred
the glass window of the room, they resorted to putting the
corpses on glucose drips and giving them injections, just to
pacify the mob. But this only confirmed thc belicf that the
the pepple left for dcad were actually alive. By the end of
the evening, the rumour went around that many of the dead had
got up and walked out of the hospital, and that those .who were
cead had succumbed only because the doctors had paid no heed
to thenm.

s near riot situation prevalled in the hospital, with
no leader present and only a couple of constables aroun’ who
didn't know what to do. Frantic phonecalls to the 2 Muslim
ministers in the state yielded no response. ‘When they phoned
Maulana Bukhari, a prominent Muslim leader close to the chief
minister, he told them to send the leaders o©f the morcha to his
house. No seniorapolice officer visited the hospital that
evening. At 8.30 p.m. when Ibrahim Gandhi of the PCC=I arriwved,
the crowd literally purshed and banged his car out of the
hospital, and refused to let him enter.,

Finally, late at night, aftcr 10.30 p.m.,minister Ishaq
Jamkhanawala reached the hopsital. A youth who had lost his
brother in the firing rushed up and caught his collar, demanding
to know where he had been for s¢ long. Immediately Jamkhanawala
ordered his police escort to arrest the "Harmazada". This
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incident was widely reported in the Urdu press, and hasn't yet
been forgotten by the community.

Aftermath »f the incident.

The next day, the chief rminister justified the firing
saying that had if not taken place, the damage would have been
more, He declared that his govt. has determined to put down
communal elements with a firm hand. The same day, Haji Mastan
was exterred from the citvfor 15 days, and over the next fort-
night, city after city refused to allow him in.

After the firing, the police came out with a series of
explanaticns. The Ipdian Express almost everyday published
reports attrituted tJ "intelligonce sources" which claimed that
the violence rhad been pre-rlanned, that the processionists had
come to the rorcha armed with swords and 'guptis', that the plan
had been to start a maior comrunal riot by indulging in violence
in the bye-~lancs where Hindus have their shops, evidence cf this
beéing the fact that the vehicles which were burnt belonged to
Hindus only, and firnally, that the violence was part of the
rivalry between various Muslim groups. The inevitable " foreign
hand” seen in every clash involving Muslims, was mentioned
here tco bt was foreign funds that had paid for the expenses

{uhcurred in orgarising he rorcha, including the ads in the

Urdu pressy it was alleges justifying the firing, ACP Shingari
told The Sunday Ckeerver, "If they go after our blood, we'll
draw moYE, "He denied the statement subsequertly; however, the
reporter has stood by her report. ‘ |

The entire incident left the Muslims extremely bitter
with the govt., the pclice and with their estabklished lcaders.
The policestatements furthrer hardened the Muslims against the
police, we are poor, but are we =o poor that we cannot pay for
ads in Urdu papers en¢ for posters,thev ashed contemptususly.

They had other cuesticns too. Why had their mzrcha been
hanned, they wantcd to know, when that very day, a Dalit morcha
had been allowed, the trucks coarrying processicnists bhaving gone
by the same route as their iiworcha. The morcha had kbeen neither
against the Lindus nor against the govt. What then hed made it

orthy cf a ban?

More importantly, as one ¢ld Fathan, a rotirced hu€ conduc-
tor, whose son had died in the firing pointcd ~ut, "witbh all due
respect", the history of Muslim morctas in the city showed tbat
they had always bcen peaceful, whereas the record of “Hindu
morchas" showed that they were invariably rowdy. Yot they
wcre never banned.

After the ban, why had the mcrcha not been stopped at
Mastan Talag itself? Having bheen allowed to proceed as far
se Crawford Market, why had it not been allowed to go any
further?

Finally, why had thec police resorted to firing, and to
guch extent 2 Was therc no other way for them to handle the
crowd?
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Getting no logical answers to these questions, the Muslims
drew their own conclusions. The handling of the episcde, they
g¢aid, pointed to a conspiracy, Saharad Pawar had to prove to
his main political rival, the Shiv Sena, that he was not appearing
Muslime, and he had accordingly instructed the police. The
morcha had been allowed and then stopped:at Crawford Market so
that police could fire on it in a Muslim'locality, so that all
casvaltiecs would ke Muslims. The stones that were thrown on the
police were thrown by the Shiv Sena which had a branch neesr
Crawfor:d Market. The J.J. Hospital doctors werc part of the
ccnspiracy,{hey deliberately ncglected the victims, who there-
fore died, he ClM'e justificaticn of the firing only confimed
their gaspicions.

While we cannot agrec with thisg corclusicn, we can certainly
conclude that the police acted wrengly at every step. The
p2lice commisegicner Was in a detailed inturvicew, tricd to answer
theese questions, but not very successfully. (The interview is
being carried separately, in full.)

g the Police Right 2

>

Our ccnclusion is thet there was nc justificstion for
banning the mcrcha in the first place, even if the organisers
were of nc standing, and even though one of theém, the Tanzeem—-e-
Allah-c~Akbar, had a record of violence. The police could have
deployed elakorate bendobast which would have prevented unruly
elements  from indulcing in violence, precisely because Bombay
Fclice have e€n-ugh experience in handling the unruly morchas so
often taken ocut by the Shiv Sengeito take cut mcrchas while Hindu-
Muslim riots were on in the cityNUin 4¢84). Thene police have
all-wed them t< take out morches Jcspite a ban on them (in
Bhiwandi), and allowed them to changc the assigned route at
the last minute (Ehiwandi).

v

There was n> necd to arresgt all the crganisers on the eve
cf the morcha and prevent them from calling it off, Both the
Fan and the arrests led t» confusicn and resentment, and made
a manageable situatior volatile, '

Heving kanned the morcha and arrcsted the leaders, the
police shzuld have come prepared to arrest every single proce-
seiconist from the venue itself. Obvicusly, their intelligence
faileﬂ,!%ey hadn't crme prepare? to deal withthe crowd that
gathereqd at Mastan Talac. Even at that stage, they czuld have
agrecd tc Sarferaz's propoesal to 1fft Sec. 144 and allowe?d the
morcha, seeing the number of youth that had gathered., 1Instead,
they vacillated anl let a tense situaticn build up at Mastan
Talao for <over helf-an-h-our,

Having allcocwed the morchea, they shcoculd have let it conti-
nue till it reached ite Jestinaticn, proviling it with heavy
police cscort. Bven if it had reached AZad Maidan, from where
antthcr Dalit morchs was scheduled to start, the pslice could
have staggered the timing of the two mcrchas, .a practice rescrtes
t~ guite eoften.
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V ¥
&géi) Extra-cauticus, what stoppedthem from agreeing to
I\

2f ana Kashmiri's suggesti~n and arresting all the proce-
sceicnists Where they stopred them, at Crawford Market?

Finally, even when they were attacked, they could have
been more restrained in their firing. How does one justify
thiz: Ore boy came up-to a policeman, opened his ghift jand
dared = policeman to2 sho2t at him. The policeman obliged by
shooting him dead through the heart. Another came out of a
lane waving & white handkerchief the police shot him dead.
How doee zne justify their rucning -ut »f tear gas shells but
not of bullets? :

Was the violence pre-planned?

There were no arms in evidence at Mastan Talao, where
most of the processionists gethered. Participants deny that
they were armed. Eye-witnesses echo this view. Most important,
in the interview with us; the police commissioner ruled cut any
pzssibility of the violence be€ing pre-planned.

; We talked to the vari‘us groups which had organised the
mcrcha. It was obvious that none of them had anticipated such

‘a turn of cvents not even the mcst motorious of them, the
Tanzeem—e~Allah-c~Akbar. 1In fact, at cne point in our
conversation with him, the chicf of the Tenzeem, Allaudin
Siddiqui, almzst blurted cut that he had suggested an alternative
frrm of protest to the morcha, something less risky.

It emerged frum onversaticng with the crganisers that
ncne of them had cume to the mercha with any special prepara- >
tion. They had mobilised supporters for it, and the M 3 .
made placards and kanners, but beyond that they had ccome .
expecting only to march, sh-outing slogans. As the SIM boys
put it, "We never th-ught we would have’'to control the crowd."

Animosity towards the government, the pcolice or the
Hindus was the lest thing that had motiveted the crganisers in
planning the worcha. In fact they had planned to publicly
thank the Indien gzovernment for having been the first to ban
the bi=k. Their motives znd been quite Jifferent. Those of
them who had joined the mcrtha cut cf any convictionm, had beén
motivated by religicus hatred for Rughdie and the British
Government.

Families »f those whc died in the firing confimed the
view that what occurred was totally unplanned. All those whose
scne had gone fcr the morcha, stated that the boys had come
after pamaz, had lunch and ann unced that they were gcing for
the morcha. Being a PFriday, the boys had taken special care
ts have e bath and wear clean clothes thet day. The parents'
advice not “to go for the mcrchs hed heen met with assurances

~that nothing would heppen. "S5 < d _bee ‘

Cessurances that nothinag WEEEE*EEEﬁgn‘ Some of them had tcld
their parents that it was théir religious duty to go for the
mcrcha, others had grone because their friends were going,
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One =f them had planned to see a film in the evening,A%fter the
mzrcha the ticket was f-und in his pechket.

Response of political parties @

The Chicf minister's resp nec the very next day set
trend for the rest -f the parties. When the issue wae raised
in the essembly scssion which startel a week after the incident,
the focue of the oppositicn was not to seek an explanation for
the firing, but to rttﬂck the chief minister for heving enter-
~tained a delegeti n of Muslims after the incident. Nihal
Ahme” 2f the Ja Pata Dal was the =nly MLA who attacked the
firing.

The day after the incident, the minister ¢f stete for home
Vilre Sowant visited the area accompanied by Unizn Minister
Jeffer Sharief, whd he) justified the ban o>n the morcha, and
s2id nothing abtut the firing itselef.

Nz Congress-I Muslim leader visited the area"fge feeling
in thce coamnmunity was that none dered to. Taherbal Kapeasi of
the Mase Aid cell of the BRCC(I) sent Rs. 1000 to some of the
familicis where deaths had taken place. 17 days after the
desths, a compensation of k. 10,000 to the familles of those
deced and s magisterial inguiry ywas anncunced, in the Assembly.

The response of the oppsotion parties wes divided.
Cozrunal parties like > BJP end the Sviv 8Sene condemrned the
gevt. for not being to enzugh, the Left was quiet, as

ugual, Tho Janata Dal was the only party which sponded in

seneitive manner. State Janata Dzl chief Mriﬂigi§9fer""hﬂ“ ié/j
hes—T7= sir sons, and also visited the inju in hospita /

However, she did not reise the matter in the assembly, nor 3did
her party teke it up as an isstue. This Jespite the fact that
that her brief visit had a very g»od impect on the families of
the Jdead.

Role of traditi-nel Muslim lea'crshipd

The tra iti-na2l Muslim lcaldershipr in the city had
oppcsed the morcha frim the beginning, nct because they
thizught it unnecessery en?l resh, but because except for GM
Brnatwale of the Muslim Leacue, all of them are supporters
~f the present chief minister. The most prominent of them
is Maulana Ziaul7’in Bukhari, & fomer Muslim League leader
wh~ has turne] builler reportelly with Shara? Pawar's help
when Pawar was Chief Minister in the FODF government in 1978,

In his current term, Bukhari has heclpe? Fawar by
defusing popular Muslim angar against the politically influe-
ntial chief of the Dawooli Eohres, Syedna Burhenu:ilin, for his
uttersnces Jduring Mcharram last August, which le? t2 the
first Sunni-Bohra rict in Bimbey. He also got the Syedna to
er.clogise for his utterances.

Ag a builder, Bukhaori steonds dicredited in the coaumu-
nity beceuse of heving ellegedly duped a number of poor
muslime. His fall from grece cceurred “uring the 1984 Hindu-
Muslim rizts, fle 3id nothing a2t 211 as his cormunity reeled

oa D



under the conslsught of the Shiv Sena an2d the police. The Shahbeno
affrir in 1985 helped him to. bounce back.

His gkill at cretory is, say Muslims, hils mein assets
e cen swamy the sentiments <f a crow:l ot the le2st minute es
e wants. In thie case too,-people were hoping that Bukhari
woul? moke a lasteminute appeerance =t Masten Talec end prevent
the morcha. But be 9in't, 2nd even the frantic calls to him
from the hospital that evening, failed to move him.

However, Bukheri wes the first to jump ints the fray
after the firing. He first met the CM, asking for & preche into
the incident, ®e thén anncunccd his dccisizn to distribute
Rs. 5000 cach t~- the families »f the 3¢ad, (This, say Muslims,
ceme from his own 'Relief Fund', set up with contributicns
fr-m the community meant for survivors of the Maliana massacre
in 1987.) ‘tinally, <°n March 18, Meulana Bukhari lc:d a 5000 -

strong mirches against theé police firing !

This morcha presented a stark contrast to the one thet

had been the target of the firing. A “ay before it tock place,
vene fittoed with loudspeakers went arcund the Muslim areesx
asking them tz come for the morcha, not tc be afrail, "this

time the police are with us." At the J.J. Hospital juncticn,
fr:om where it was to start, loudspeakers had been fitted on

the mein rral, asking Muslims to prove Shingeri wrong (he had
szid. “They will nsot 1lo:k at 2 1olice ven for ansther 6 monthe ')
t- prove thot the firing had not & mpened theilr spirit py
joining the morche. Anti-police slogens were raised all through
the worcha, which enle ! with a mass prayer ©n the rzad seeking
destructi~n »n all thoge whe were guilty of the firing. For

the first time the n-t-rious sl-ogen of Hinlu fanatics. "Garv
sc_kohz bum Hindu Haip" was answered with a similar slogan by
Muslims. This morche ; asscd through the same duslim “ sensitive"
~rerz which the first <re had, en? these ha’l been ma’de more
scngitive by the firing. Yet, the police escorte” this morchea
2ll the way uptc Fountein.

The m-orcha zbvi-usly hod the blcssings of the CM (in
fact, many Muslimssrread the rumcur thet half the processionists
were 1 leainclothesmen) , and hel been crgenise” <nly with a view
t . woo kback the Muslim vite-khank. Not everyocne saw through
the game, unfrrtunately, Nor did the Urlu press help ordinary
Muglime. sce thrrugh it, as it is almcost editorial policy for
Urdu yapers not to write agzinst Bukhari, thanks to his
political clout. N -

A third morchs was orgesnise? =n Merch 20 by Eaji Mestan,
and_the menner in which this was handle? exposed the whole '
cyfirel ;. -liticel gare at work. Hﬂ:-&§5 acked tc postpone his
morcha s- that the Bukhari morcha czuld be corganised
rofore his, tc dispel the (jaetified) impressicn that the
Ccng-1 was the znly party 37ing nothing absut the firing. He
wes asked to restrict himself €2 a shurt route, and refused
cermissi-n to cover the traditional route, which the other 2
norchas bad. BRe Wwas also instructed not to shout any “ anti-
nati-nel® el:cans. Finzlly, the police saw to it that @
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surp orters were stopred at the varitus prints from where they
gct —ut, rosulting in a yvathetically small morcha £ 1500

p€resns.

It is revealing that Bukhari's frantic effocrts to make
tht st of the postfiring situati~n, 4id nit include a visit
t< the area. As cne bereave+d fether jut it, " We need the
meoney he gent, but I'd rather have had him come here himgelf
ever 1f for 5 minutes, s I could talk t5 him. “What would
y:u heve tz1ld him, we asked him. "Nzthing rmuch, just shared
my grief with him. Whats the use »f just sendiing meogey in
an envelope with somesstrage : SN _ :

3 = - '

Banatwzlla of the Mulsim Lesgue was one Muslim leader who
did visit the families of the Jdead, but szignificantly only at
the insistence of some young Muslim League sympathisers,

Despite this totezl spathy on the part of the traditional
Muglim leadership, the new groups who ha? organised the morcha
didn't gein much simply because not one of them had the
Cgpecity to lead the community, end the comnmunity knew it.

It is Joubtful whether they will be trusted by the community
even with orgenising other mcrcha.

The orgesnisers of the morcha:

Theee of these groups drew crowds at the morcha. The
most controversial pf them is the Tanzeem-e-21l ah-o-Akbar.
The general impressizp that Tenzeem is a 'Muslim Shiv Sena’
is 7nly partly true.If can, at short notice, mobilise a crowd ;
in eJditicn, it hzs a stronc base aning pocor, small-time
criminals. Ites cleimsg ©f » membership of two million all
wver Meharashtra, 200,000 of whcm zre in B-mbay alon€, seem
eéxaggerated. However, it is roreible that it has as many
as 85 units in Bombay.

The story of Tanzeem illustrstes the conditions in which
Muslims in Bomwbay are treppe?l. The 1984, riots, during which
the community got a terrible beating at the hands of the shiv
Sena end the police, highlighted the vacuum in its leadership.
The only twc well-known l7cal leaders, laulane Ziaudiin Bukhari
an?l G.M. Banatwalle, with their seperate foctions of the
Muslim League (the party today is e spent force in Bombay),
did nothing during the ricts, and lost the faith of the
community. (The Shahbeanc issue gave ther a chgnce to make a
cocmeback,but they lacked the cgpacity or will. sustain it).
Haji Masten then.emerged as the Muslims' saviour providing
relief at once and everywhere.

A groups of educated bowysdecided, even as the riots
were on, that there must be some way of chennelising the
energies of Muslim youth away from drugs and crime to educa-
~-ticn, deecipline, self-employment, and even sel f-de fence,
But knowing their community, they were aware that to attract
its y uth they hal tc have a chariesmatic leader, and that
mere persuasion and sincerity <n their part would never
Work.

-'11.
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Therc was no <tne who cculd fit the bill, but these boys were
desyerate, and also very y.ung. They invented a leader end,
within two m-ntheg, the ¢roup had clicked ite name caugcht the
ipepular imaginaticn, as di? its imeginary, shaddw chief.

Tclay, only one of the founders remains in the group,
He has, ircnically, become its 'chicf's Allauddin Siddiqui,
vhe ~wns @ builling on Fcocras Rzal, and is eddressed by his
fsllowers as 'Sadar Sdhab'.

What herpened tov Tenzeem's originel aims? A few months
back, it startel free coaching classes for Muslim students. All
these years were gpent building up membership, staving off
splite over money and leaderchip (three splinter groups are
today reported to be in existence in Bombay 2lone), Meanwhile,
it has built a cadre with little to do; =0 it gets invovled
'in small ricts (as in Agripedz in 1987), or is up in erms
eGainst issues like the sketch 2f Prophet Mohammed that
apreared in The Jdien ¥ost in August. The morcha was thus
ideal activity for Tanzeem members.

Absut 150 participents were members of another youth
grzup which in its compesiticn and character is gquite the oppo-
site =-f Teonzeem. Members of the Students' Islamic Movement of
Indis (S$1IMI) are known for their discipline and their religi-
cue grounlding. They are also, unlike Tanzeem's members, educated
end well-cff. It is they who brought most of the English
;.lacerlds t2~ the morcha

SIMI is reported to be the brainchild of Saleem Khan,
descriked by a classmate as'a brilliant student'. Way back in
the early '70s, phe resolved to bring his comrunity's youth
Leck to the fcld, kelieving that if Muslims practised Islamé the
way the Frophet had, the carmunity cculd regain the glory it had
once enjoyed in India.

Khren'ts zeal attracted tho attention of the Jamesat-e-Islami-
~e-Find in Uttar Fradesh, and SIMI guickly kecame its youth
wing. However, the Jamaat found that it could not entirely
control EIMI, and it now has its own Btudeats' organisatioh
which w-rks with &IMI on certain issues, The Jammat does not
believe in esgitational methods, says its secretary, Shahab
Benkoti, 2nd hence did not participete in the morcha.

SINI is known for ite annual conferrences at which
Islaric theoslogy is debated. 1t was yery active in the
‘Shehbhane affeir in 1985, when its b hclad women carried
I lecar:ls denouncing maintainance for divorted women. However,
it also holds painting and elocutir-n competitions on subjects
guch as dowry and bride-kurning.

Tre third group which attracted a sizable section of the
marchers was the All Indis T@bleegh-e-Secerat, made up of
yeshimams of vari-us mosqguues, €ach of whom has a loyal
following. Their role wes vital MY their sermmon at the
impcortent Friday afterncon prayers roused the faithful to
inmecdiately join the morcha. -

..12.
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Meaulana 2bdul kuddus Keshmiri, peshimam of the Handiwali
Meagiid 2t Saifee Jubilee Street, one of ite more colourful
spokeamen, describes the Tableech 'as & non-political orgeni-
sati~n which is activated by religious issues such as the
Shehlhans affair. At that time, t22, it bhad not taken the
initietive kut had sujrorted the Muslim Personsl Law Board.

Iiow powerful ere the peshimams? Educeted huslims feel
sorry for the average pershimam, whose monthly salery sellom
crosgces K. 600,-, whose material nceds are met by the residents
¢f hies ares, and whuse only knowledie is relici-us. FHeiling
mogtly from UP, the peshimem, likc mzst yricsts in every
religion, tends tc developr a mutuelly bencfitial relationship
with the wealthy but uneducated members <f his comvunity. 1In
Bombewv, such peatrons arc the un:erworld dons: Kerim Lala,
dewzod 1brashim. Those who folleow him klindly are the poorest
end most illiterate secticne, BAdded to this is the fact, in
Bimbay, the last five ye€ars have scen an upsurge in mass
religious fervcur, expressed in bigoer and flashier festivals,
dominated by lumpens end financed by criminals.

Finelly, scome mention must k& made of the croup which
first thoucht of the morcha,the mysterizus Muslim Integration
Council and its generalsccrétary, Anwar Sadat, whosc very pame
evockes a leuch if not 2 dismissive grimace. To tgikgggégéigaat
goes the dubious credit of having created it; the“s Ch oL
the Prophet which inedvertemtly apreared in its pagesmade a few
y-uths decide tc got together to prevent further such insults
to their religion.,

Aslem Kiratpuri, editor of Ad-Fateh, en Urdu weekly Lok
Dal-B, its other memkbers. Accocrding to Aslam, they were
only responding to readers' demands thet they dz something
about thg Khomeini-Rushdie affair, The Urdu press initially
ignoredzZLem because of 'perrsonel dislike for Sadat'.

It's obvizus that none of these groups dnticipeted any
trouble, althouch they had made nc prepearzstizn at all for the
morcha. Till the lest deay, it wes not even decided whether
the march would be silent or not (the morche -f over 500,000
Muslimrs on the Shahkano judcoment had becn 2 silent one).

Obviously, not -ne of them is experienced in such mass
political ectivity, Naively, they thought the Bombay police,
which had so vividly demonstrated its feelings f£or Muslims in
the 1984 riocts, would give them full cooperation, “because the
morche was not zgainst the government". The more experienced
politiciens decided to stay away, unsure of the outcame of such
& hotch-potch gathering.

As things stand, the city's Muslims heve only two choices

the known devil or the unknown one. “"Given our illiteracyp the
lack cf incentive, to remove it as long as GOlf joks are available,
the type of jobs we get in Bombay, the corrupting influence this
city kas <n everyone, the alienaticon of the educated rich section
from the meinstream of the community, the domination of people like
Dawnod Ikrabim and Karim Lale, can we hope for eny other kind of
leadership except this lumpen-fenactic-mullah combine? Is it possible
that there is someone waiting, waiting for the right moment to come
and deliver us? asked one y-uth.
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Mohrmmed Shemim Azmat 811 (23).

Heils from UP, his p-rents live therc.

Used to run = shop st Dongri for the lrst 6 years.,

Wes ~ member of Tonzeem-eg-Allah-o0-pkbeb.

He shut his shop to join the procession, ceme back in the after-
noon ~nd went agein. Wheh ho didn't come beck, his neighbours tho=-
ught h¢ had spent the night in the shop. They resd sbout his death
the next dey in the pepers, -nd cleimed his body from the JJ Hosp=-
itel morgue. H¢ hed 3 bullets through his chest, they sesy. Nobody
hrd come to offer esny finencisl help so for.

Nissar Khen (21)

According to his father, Umcr Deen Khan (70), » former tram &E&ﬁgr
gr in the BEST, with 32 ycors! service behind him, his son, the
youngest in « fomily of 4 ceughters -nd 7 sons, hnd gone to Mastan
Telao ofter namenz, despite nis perents' objcctions, «8 he was
very het-up over the Rushdic book. They were informed ~bout his
deathh at 11pm - his elder brothcr, who wess in Noor Hospital ot
the time of the firing, tending to his wife who hnrd just delivered,
immedistely went to JJ Hosnital to help the wounded. He found his
younger brother n~.iong the de~d. He hed been shot through the skull.
Niser wns unemploycd, very rcligious-minded, sn ''sllah-wall

— b

+1rdkn'!', He hed studied upto the XIthe stendsrd in Burheni Coll-

ELE .
His fether, » Pothen, s~id he hed heesrd ~bout Maliena, and now th-
is incident renked next to it. He wes convinced thet it was ~ con=-
spirrcy by the police to kill Muslims. No smount of stoning by the
crowd could justify the firihg. If theﬁf%%ﬁﬁ)hnd fired, would it
Nedte stopped at 1. bullet only? Wouldn' re policemen have died?
The police c~n never be majboor, he seid., He himself hed p-rticip-
~ted in n procession of 4 1lakh Muslims when the 21 Agss mosuc hed
been descuranted. It had been neesceful, It wes unbelieveable that
the police could not control = procession of 3000 persons. Their

naction ond its defence by the government showed thet Muslims were

regrrded nos ''worms from the sea''. ''I lost my chacha in the fre-
edom struggle. Do our lives not count?!'! -
Though he wes now dependent on his children, he would spend the
Rs 5000 he h~d received from Maulsnn Bukheri on a lavish feast:
''T will celebrate my desd son's wedding with the money."
Khan said his son hed died for Islem, =nd he wrs' willing to sec-
rifice his other 2 sons too for the seme cause. '\

N\

Rehim Ismeil Waghdhore (28) (de~f-mute) e

Merricd, with 2 sons & 1 d-ughter. \

Worked s en suto-electricion ~t Dongri, esrning -bout.Rs 200 =
day. Youngest omong 4 sistcers & 2 brothors. dis 21d mother seemed
un~ble to cxpress herself. His father wes (e-d. “

dig fomily told him not to go, but he ex :leined he w~s going for
Islem. He wes shotthrough thc neck, dicd on the spot. They found
his body ~t 4.15. ‘ : (

His wife ssid he thought » 1lull in the firing mesnt everything was
over & he was beckoning to his.iriends (the whole neighbourhood

hrd gone for the morchn) to come¢ out of their hiding, but the
police misinterpreted it »nd thought they were sdvencing towsrds
them. r1lso, the othoers could herr the ganfire, he could not,

He had bought = ticket for the movie ot Merathe #andir, the 6.30
show, it wns found in his pocket. That siiowed he h~d expected to
come back safe, '

Hig uncle “c¢lt the moisch~ hed becn unnecessery -nd the firing took
pl~ce bceruse 1t beesme » prestige issuc bgtween tLhe police & the
rrocessionists ~s to who should withdr-w. He describcd the Tanzeem
~8 ~ usecless and foblish group, which misled youth.

4. Nezim abdul Rehim (20)

Fruit vendor in Surti Moh~lla, lived in M-1l~d with mother; Fo-
ther (mentnlly deronged), & younger sister & brother, & wife,
who 1s pregnent. Merried 5 months back. Only .arning member.

le told his uncle (living near Chor bezar) thot he wes going

o s wuifv ool W W dde B T T s T . 1 * .
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- he went for the morch- or not. He wes ‘shot through the lung. They
cleimcd ho wes ~live from 3,30 to 6.15 pm, but wss left for de-d,
His uncle s~id they were not the sort who went for morches, they
werc bucincssmen. He condemncd the morcho decision, since the book
wrs olresrdy b-rnned. He felt thosce wio went were doing so on the or-
dere of lu~ders, end thesc lerders were immeture ~nd out for -~ n-me.
His mother n~sked why only young people were killed.in the firing,

5. Neughad *11 (18)
Filter es8cist~nt, living ot Ekxm®ix Null B~zer with nisg 2 L. others.

Eis c¢ldcr brothoer Ibrshim, seid thet licush~d hed met him -t 3 pm
when Ibrehiim wes on his wey home ~nd told him he wes going to
work, Put there he was persu-~ded by his "riends to join the morcha.
He wre poing beck ~fter perticipeoting in it for some dist-nce,
when e saw police oiming ~t ~ group of oeople. e rushed to warn
them, but » hullet hit him.

The 2 !'rothers heerdas bout this ~t 5 pm fron other vorticivents;
they found his de~d body in the JJ corridor.

His other brother Igbel wes also to join the mo.che but could not
m~ke it. Neushed was pessionetc wbout his faith, Igbel s-~id.

The brothers blemed the wek, vacilleting lerdersaip ~nd the police
for teking ~dventesge of them,

The police had so fer cuestioned Ibrohim twice ~bout Neushed's
cctivities, but he hed told them thet they shoulid heave known bet-
ter if he wes ~n nsnti-zoci~l.

Ibrrhim hoped thet no one, Hindu or Muslim, meets his brother's
deoth.

6. Imti~z »hmed Khon (18)
38C student.

In the »fternoon of Fridey, children were >leying outside the house
when someone c~me on a cycle ~nd suggested, 'Go pl-~y with bulletd
near Minsre Mrsjid,' snd cygeled ~wny. Some boys including Imtinz,
went there out of curiosity. His fomily ceme to know leter he wes
not ~round. . ' : :

One of his friends informed tiaem in the evening tist Imtirz hed been
shot deesd. He was shot hrough the chest. His mother mooned th-t

h¢ hed been destined to die for lglem.

The next week, on the eve of Fridey, police took owey his brother
under preventive detention -~néd ie¢lc-sed him on Fricay cwening. They
suspected him of putting up » nouice borrd outside his building
concemning the nolice.

7&8. Mohrmmed Kunju & Mohemmed *1i (25 & 22) ‘
Residents of ~ suest house off Moh-mued *1i To-d, in Bombey on
their w~ay to umrna, » minor pilgrimage to Sesudi Ar-bi-. They
h~iled from Kernls,
They were looking out of their window, one stonding behind the
other., & policemen reportedly ~imed at them. The bullet hit Ali
~nd prssed¢ out from his chest co hit Kunju. *1i died on the spot.
Kunju wes rushed to hospitel wherc he died within -~ few hours.

9. Zuber *hmed Lokdewsle (24-25)
Ren » timber shop =t Kazi M hella.
Zuber & his 2 brothers decided to close shop, sensing the trouble
On their wey home, they sow the disturbsnces, ond hid behind =
tempo. Within minutes, » strey bullet hit Zuber in the he~d. It
was oround 4 onm, '

Thc brothers dregged his body till they sew = police jeep =and fo-
rced the policemen to rush the body to JJ. No doctor ~ttened to
him till 8nm, they seid. & nart of the bullet rem~ined in the head
e wes opcroted upon the seme night, & died ~fter 4 days in the

hospitel.

We could not meet the other 2 familices.
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CONCLLSIUNS

1. We carnot put conclude thet the situ-~tion wes handled b=dly by the
police, from the very beginning., The governm: nt's cecision to ban
the morcha wes unfeir ond discrimin-tory, given its leniency where
morchas by other perties ore concerned. The police's execution of

the government's decision wss clumsy to the extreme, =nd betreyed both

a leck of ~dequete intelligence feedback and = leck of sensitivity.

Unprensrcd, hostile, obusive eond prejudiced, the police managed to

convert en easily menagenble situstion into »~ highly volatile one.

The gre-t hrrm coused by the slmobt tot-1 lack of HMuslim officers at

senior levels of t.ie nolice force wns once sgain illustr-~ted in this

morchs, =8 slso the greant herm coused by the nrectice of thne ruling
party of dcciding everything on the besis of what polticel mileage

it will derive from it, not on its own merits,

2. The series of police actions led to ~ situ-~tion wherein the pro-

cessionists, who sterted out with no animosity -t »11 for the govern-

ment, were provoked into ~ violent confrontetion with the police.

%3, Whether the tense situstion, cre~ted entirely by the volice, hec-

essitrted xkx ~ny firing or not cen only be decided by o judicinl

inquiry (the govt hns ordered only a megistcerinl firing). We find it
difficult to come to sny c~tegoricnl conclusion given the different
cye-witness ~ccounts we recieved.

4. What we crn cotegoric~lly say 16 thet the firing was excessive and

totelly unrestreoined. 11 cesu~lties in just over an hour of firing is

too high » toll given » situ~tion which started off with no communsl

overtones. The violence of the crowd agninst the police, even nccord-
ing to the police's own version,_did not justify t%e violen%e of the

police »~gainst the crowd. The police were armed”wlth guns, e proce-
ssionists un~rmed. Stones ~nd bottles were the commonest riisslles us-
ed ~gainst the police; firing from the crowd, slleged by the police,

injured only one policemsn, going by hmmpikal.rEzsréxx the number of

policemen hospitelised ~nd their injuries.

5. While we uphold the right of the orgenisers to teke out a morchs,

we feel thet in the given situ~tion (wheré the book had ~lr.sdy been

benncd herc - though CPDR does not support the ban), the decision to
hold the morchs unwearrsanted ond unwise. The lesdership which took
this decision wes opportunistic, But the leaders who opposed the mor-
chr were distionest. They could heve prevented it, even ot the lsst

minute, hy mrking an -~pperrence at Mnstan ioleo, snd intervening .

But they reserved their intervention so ns to meske the most of the

11 deaths, oroving themselves to be sbsolutely cellous =nd equselly

opnortunistic. Not & single one of those involved in the entire sffair -

either for the morch~ or ageinst - cen esc-pe this cherge.

DEi NDS

1. CFDR demonds ~ judiciel inquiry into thc firing. It should be re-
crlled thet no such ingquiry wes held ofter the bboody and prolonged<19-?
84 riotis -nd nobody wrs punishecd for them. :
2. Wc demend higher compensation to tiie families of those killed. The
Rs 10,000 e~nnounccd by the. pgovernment is o shomeful pittance compared
to thi levish comnensetion given to those who die in pleone cresshes.
This government, we hrve to conclude, computes the vealue of humen 1life
on the besis of the cless to which onc belongs. The suspicion thet the
policc ~rc¢ trigger-hsppy when confronted with = large gnthering of
poor ncoplc bec~use their lives are expendeble (unless they have some
politic~1l clout, like Shiv Sena mobs do), is confirmed when such
messly sums o~r¢ onnounced ~8 cowmpensstion.

Brought out B The Committec for the Protection of Democrstic Rights,
¢/ o Super Book House, Sind Chembers, Coleba Causeway, Bombay 400005.
Drted: April 13, 1989,



Injusce wihon we met in JJ Hosital

1. Sher ,ihen who neoc¢ come to Fydhonie fronw Linking R0-:, Bendr~, to
meet ~ friend. He wes shot ser ously.

2. Moh~mir.C Shahid, 20, shot in the ~rm, -8 1c wrs returning ofter

Nemeaz 1IN Zekerie mesgjic. He wes running seeing the others running.

3. 3ufieon Mensuri, 20, goinc to collect somcthing from en scouriné

tenc. nt-r Noor Hisniteol, when he wes shot in the thigh neer Craw-

ford Vorket.

4. Irfan, % 20, from Gov-ndi, out on work, shot in the thigh.

5. tbdul Settar, 19, coming fron his -~unt's house ne~r Pydnonie
rolice stotion. :

6. Mitrz~ bdoush~d, shot in tic 1.t foot, prrticip-nt in the morcha.

e Sh-ikh *1i, 21, student in lich-re-shtr- College, police caught

nim neer Fydhonie polic: stotion & crnec him, Ie w-s out shopping-

Nekhude Merket snops werce opci, o ioid,



INTERVILW WITH MR VASANT SARAF, POLICE COMMISSIN iR,

BOMBAY, N MARCH 29, 1983.

2. Please give us your assessment of the organisations
whieh gave the call for the morcha of February 24,
the situation and events preceding the morcha and the

decision w0 ban it.

A. In our view, there were none in £he leadership of the
organisations like Tanzem=-e-Allah-O-Akbar who could
contrnl an emotionally surcharged gathering. Proclaim-
ing that our "mazab is in danger" was certainly pro-
—_— _ :
vocative. We felt that the leadership lacked integrity
and stature. It was not an established isadership. In
he absence of known leaders and given the mood and
situation, there was an apprehension that it would lead
to violence. Similar morchas had turned violent else-
where, for instance, in Kashmir, Karachi (Pakistan), etc.
We tried to contact Mr.Anwar Sadat, one of the 1eadefs,
but he initially seemad to be evading us. Finally when
we got in toluch with them (the leéde;s),“w@ tried to
. persuade them aqainét taking aut the-morcha. %e
agreed ®o a large delsgation presenting a memorandum
(to the British Deputy High Commissinmer) and even
offered to arrest ugto even 5000 of them if they
decided to court arrest as a token of their protest.
Finally, when they refused to agree torour regquest

to cancel the morcha, we 1ssued the ban order.

Q. If there was a ban order on morchas in the city, why

Wwas the dalit morcha permitted 2 "
A. You must tgke into account the composition of the two
morchas and the issues involved. The composition was

totally different. This was largely a women's morcha,

small in number - about 1,500 persons. And the issues

were economic ones unlike ohe othor (Musli <) morchar
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where the issue was a sensitive, religious ®he.

Couid you briefly highlight some of the incidents

lzading to the provocation to fire.

We did not stop the demonstration at Mastan Talab
becaiuse we felt it.might lzad to a stampede there...a...
We resorted to a lathi charge and firing of the tear
gas shells to diSperée the crowd at the palice cordon
(across the road before Mahatma Bhule Market);‘ Goondas
and hoodlumS'(3nti—social;elements) thfew stoneg, bricks
and empty (aerated water) bottles at the poliée from
the top of nearly buildings. I am not saying that
these missiles were stored thre specificaly for the
purpose. The residents of these areas habitually store
cmpty bottles etc and bricks remain from unfinished
construction. * One policeman was hit with a big stone
and broke his leg. Three policemen received bullet
injuries. We had to control the situation. We were

also atfraid that it would take a communal turne.
Was the order given to shoot to kill 2

There was no order to shoot to kill. In fact, in a
chaotic situation it is not possible to aim to kill.
The polife fired more than 100 rounds. The casualities

were 11 dead and 27 injured.

But from the bullet marks on the dead it seems the
police aimed to kill. For instance, two persons from
Kerala (on their way to a Eaj pilgrimage), who were
lookKing out of Noor Manzil building were shot dead
with one bullet.

I know about the incident you are referring to. But
those killed might be expected to be found to have.

been hit above the waist. What about the injured 2
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According to a report in the Indian Express dated

March 13, which guotes from a police intelligence report,

"the aim of the morcha was to create a riot and zZoom in

on two commercial centres :‘Eggeri Bazaar and Kapad

Bazaar and create a communal conflegration®. Your
commentlp1¢38e.

This is a misrepresentation. Intelligence sources only
pointad bc the probability of violende breaking out.
What about the subszquent morchas on.Mnfch 18, led by

Siauddin Bukhari and on March 20, lad by Haji Mastan 2

‘Here the mood was entirely different. woiauddin Bukhari

took the lead. There was a credible leadership and they
gave guarantees of pface. These morchas were against
the police and yet we allowed them. Also, the legis=-

lative asserndly session had begun.

There is an allegation that the organisations which

organised the morcha receive foreign funds. Do you

~ have any information regarding this 2

We have no information on this.

(The answers have been pirasphrascd in parts and are not

exactly verbatim)
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