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( PEOPLES UNION FOR DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS )




The University Community has Jjustly riscrn in unanimou.
protest .gainst the premeditated attack on Feb. 11, 1982 on
Dilip Simeon, a history lecturer in Ramjas Collegeoe, "he
existing threat te professional and intelleclual pursuits of
the University Community has now extended itself to life itself.
Ultim-tely they questicn the very idea of academic pursuit,
the very institution of univorsity and the very possibility
of protesting against injustice. In that sense the issuce
raised by this incident go beyoncd the Ramjas College affairs
or cven beyond the Delhi Univers.cy.

It has now become an accepted fact of cur social life th_t
any formn of oppesition will face severe repression by the
State. NSA & ESMA, increasing police prutalities, the systam.tic
suppression nf legitimate political movements are indlcatnrs
of this growing repression. Such repression has now permeated
intn campus life all over lndia.

Increasing government intervention can be seen in the
form of abolition nf elections *n the higher bodies of the
University in Andhra, appointmuent of IAS & IPS Ufficers us
Vice-Chancellors in U.P., farmulation of history sylabus, an
attempt to raise a para-military farce in the nzme of Univarcity
Security fnrce in dihar, State take nver of Universities in
Orissa and indiscriminate arreosts nf students in Osmania and
Kakatiya Universities.

In nur own University, the role of local politicians
and businessmen in governing bodies, the brazen criminality -nc
the criminal in difference nf autherities towards the stzfr
of tao Tula nam College&the deprival of Karamchacls rignc
te strike are indicators of this slow erosion af University's
independence and autonomy.

A mnre significant factor of nur srcial life today

is nnt morely the sblate reprossion but the direct intervention
of ruling Perews dn Pull strength te gliffPle Bhe Feoumt~” ’
challenge. They are no lenger satisfied with what “he

yovirnment is doing on their behalf, Armed lanclord attacks

ni anricultural labour in Patna, the mu.der of a trade union
wectivists in U.P., the massacrc of Dalits ir. Decli anc Sachope v
arc somi: recent instances of such direct vielence. The Stat
m.chiniry everywhere acguices in swuch violence on the citizeno
Undor public prossure same investigation and punishment oy
take place now and then, But the Fact that the trond is on

thie risonsshowus that the state is indifforent, Il nnt sctu:lly
sympathetic to this growing Lrend of dirvct violence by th
ruling fnrces.

[he enginvered attack orn Dilip Simeon, who had or-tost «
Wauinst thie KRamjas Collegu authorities, wushers this trond inte
Dulhi Undversity. For this incident threatens not only .he
present functionning of University but fta #future existente oo
w:lle We can now no longur affard to entertain the illusicn
that academic activities can be pursued in disre.gnl
dumocralic rights movement, This incident threats
the right to professional pursuit of every teacher, Karancharl
and student, but also thueir very existence. JTne defonei now
livs in strengthening the democrtatic movement.
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Hence the nature of our struggle must transcend
its present limits. It must seek tm eliminate the channels
through which state and private interests are increasing
thelr pouer over nur University, Tho University Coinmunity
must risc bto demand complete autdnomy Ffrom the government
and the replacoment of 1T govieTning bodies with joint
councils of teacher, karamcharis and students.

fhis alone, in the uvltimate analysis; guarantevs the
intzlluectual, professional and dumocratic rights af the
University Community and help fulfil its sbligation towards
the socicty. ’

22nd Feb.,1982
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