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Police repression on the incipient peasant movement in
Jehanabad block of Bihar's Gaya district has been attracting
the attention of democratic rights organisations for some
time now. In January 1983, the Calcutta based Association
for the Protection oo Democratic Rights and the Delhi
based People's Union for Democratic Rights organiscua a
combined fact-finding team. Recently, in the third week
of May, Jehunabad was once again in news, On the 18th,
newspapers both at Delhi and Patna reported the incident
of a severe lathicharge at a conference of peasants in
Jehanabad. Subsequently, the People's Union for Civil
Liberties, Bihar and the People's Union for Democratic
Rights, Delhi, together sent a fact-finding team in the
last week of May, 1983 to investigate into the incident,

The team consisted of ‘Shri Shashi Bhushan, (A.N. Sinha
Institute «f Social Studies, Patna and Secretary, PUCL,
Bihar), ShrifArun Sinha (Journalist), Ms. Manimala
(Journalist, Patna), and Ms. Kiran Shsheen (Mahila Muktd
Manch, Patiz) - all from PUCL, Bihar; Dr. K. Haragopal,
Dr. Uma Chc:ravarti and C.V. Subbarao ( all from Delhi
University) -~ all from.PUDR, Delhi. During the course

of the investigation, the team met a cross-section of
péople in the area including peasants, agricultural 1abou-
rers, and activists of MKSS (Mazdoor Kisan Sangharsh Samiti .
In addition, it also interviewed senior revenue and police
officials of the district and met persons detained in

Ga ya Jail. The report of the committee followse.

'SOCIAL BACKGROUND:

Jehanabad is one of the sub-divisions of Gaya Diétrict.

A part of the district is droughte-prone and according to
official sources, the district has been facing a severe
drought almost every alternate year., Assured irrigation
is available only for about 25 per cent of the cultibated
land. 7Tne district has a little more than 29 per cent



literacys. Jehanabad sub-=division presently has a popul ation
of about 9 lakh 83 thousand, almost all of which (excluding
the 44,000 in Jeranab - d town) is rural. The literacy rate

in the valluwe. & el seems to ke lower than zven the fist-
rict average. It is about 20 per cent in the villages we
visited., A sing 2 primary/middle school seems to be serving'

a cluster of 5 to 7 villagess

An overwhelming m-jority of the population in the area is
dependeﬁtron agricul ture, An important feature of agricul-
ture here i1s the hic¢h degree of concentration of land, and
the consequent nigh proportion of agricultural labour. In
some of the villageé we visited, as many as 75 per cent of
households were landless labourers. In addition, this
concentration is further increased due to the prevailing
“pracﬁisé of the landlords who occupy larzge tracts of govern-
ment owned (galr mazarua) land. At Karaona village, for
instance, the team was shown about 12 bighas of such land
situated on both sides of the road leading to Jehanabad,
currently under the illegal. occupation of a local landlord,

The most impmrtantt»problem in the area is the extremely
low wage rate  hecalniag ﬁdr agricultural labourers. The
wage 1is ﬁsually sald in kind and a few seasons ago it was

2 seers (1 secr = 933 gms.) pucca of grain for a full day's
work., In recent times after the_agricultural 1 abour movement
picked up, it was raised to 1,5 kgse 0f grain and half a
kilo of sattu. At the present rates it still £falls short
of the statutory minimum wage of Rs. 8.50 per day. This

is the focal issue of the peasé:nf movement in the area.

The administration seans to be aware of the problem for the
district magistrate of Gaya told us that during the two
vears of his tenure he had been to Jehanabad almost 'ten

times a month'. He also claimed that the wages were raised
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to the statutory level of Rs, 8.50 per day. We found no
evidance of the increase although we were told of the dist-
rict magistrate's Ireguent trips to the area. '

An important dimensicnn of the intense social contradictions
of the zrea is th=z fact that almost all landless labourers
come from the untouchable dalit ca-stes. Thus, the age-old
traditions of sociil “iscrimation add to intense economic
exploitation. A movement for increase in wages often appears
as a caste conflict between the landed castes (like bhumihar
or kumi in this region) and the dalits.

It is in this background that: an organisation of the rural
poor - Mazdoor Kisan. Sangharsh Samiti (MKSS) - began to ta ke
‘shape in the area since 1982,

THE MKSS

The Mazdoor Kisan Sangnarsh Samiti appeared on the Bihar
agrarian scene in early 1982, The Samiti is assoclated

with a CPI {(M-L) group. It held its first conference in
March 1982 at Indrasuri, Aurangabad district and a charter
of demands was pazsad. An eXamination of its literature
coupled with intérviewsmqﬁgsqme of the Samiti's leading
activists indicate the'legitimate‘nature of the organisation.
Its charter of demands includes implementation of ceiling
laws, implementation of the minimum wages act, equal remune-
ration act, etceters, all of which are the responsibility

of the Bihar govefﬁnent in the first place, In addition, the
charter also includes demands for lowering of land ceiling
levels, distribution of culturable wastelands, and eXemption
of taxes for peasants owning 5 acres or less of land. The
Samiti also tock up cases of organised crime in the area and

the illegal occupation of govermment land by the landlorxds,
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The Samiti's activities in the last one and a half year
were largely confined to three major areas : (i) resisting
the illegal occupation of government land by the landlords:
(ii) mass resistance committees against organised crime ;
(1ii) agitation, including total . strike, by agricul tural
labourers for better wages. Our inquiries revealed that.
the relative success bf some of the issues taken up
particularly, in the last two issues, is the scurce of its
mass popularity. In many villages, we found that all the
landless labourers were with the Samiti.

The response of tha local landed elite has been in the fom
of organised repression., The landlords have organised
themselves into/bhumi sena - an organisation led by some

of the well —“known landlords of the region, including
ruling party Iédislatdrs. The bhumisena is an armed
association of the la-ndlords and their henchmen. It has
now emerged almost as a parallel sState machinery and is
said to ke responsible for many acts of loot, arson and
murder. It should be noted that 8 of the 11 activists of
the Samiti killed in the last 15 months were murdered by

the landlords or thelr henchmen., In one instance, we were
told that the landlords forced agricul tural labourers to
work at gun-point when they went on strike.

1 i
The local administration seans to be completely biased
against the lancless. Apart from the facf that the armed
landlords' asscciationis functioning unrestrainedly in the
arca, the police and revenue officials' own acts of omission
and commission estaplish this clearly. In the last one
year, ever since the Samiti picked up its activities,
section 144 (prohibiting the assembling of five or more
persons and all forms of public meetings) seens to have
been in force in the area almost uninterruptedly. In some
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cases, the custodians of law are alleged to have coll abo-~
rated with the bhumisena in organising their raids. In
addition, the villagers associated with the Samiti are
continuously harasscde. The case of Hanslal Singh from ville-
age Sikaria is illustrative of the kind of harassment,
Singh was implicated in many cases in the last one and a
half vears, in all of which after a spell of imprisorment
he got bail from the court, Eventually, the police confise
cated his property. Following his petition, the Patne high
court held thoe confiscation illegal. The police not only
did not comply with the court order but sent him again to
Patna jail in yet another case, where he still languishes.
In encther case, a woman from the same village had to fleec
the village after her old facher was arrested and her
children were assculted. Frequent interrogations, searches
without warrant, beating and torture became the order of
the day in tie stoongholds of the Samiti. In the last

one year police canmps were set.up at one time or another
in about 50 villages of the Jechanabad sub-division.

It is in this general background of incrcasing popularity
despite intensifying repression that the Samiti decided
tc hold its second conference on May 17 at village Madua.

Wnat followed thereafter was a tale of conflicting versions
of scvere repressicn on:n the hegpless villagers. The committee
attempted to ascertain the facts from both the people and

fhie police, Thwe poople's version was gathered from inter-
views while the police version was gathered both from
intervicws and the First Information Reports filed at the
police thang.

EVENTS LEADING 0 17th MAY

Cn 27 April, 1283, the general secretary of thce Samiti sent
a written request to the Subedivisional Officer, Jchanabad,
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asking for the permission to hold the second annual conference
of MKSS cn May 17 st Madua. Apprehending its deniel, copies '
of this reguest hzd zlso been sent to senior officials, the
press and the Bihar PUCL. Receiving no reply, a week later

on 4th May, the vicewpresident of the Sgniti met the SO
personally who gave him oral permission and the Samiti went
ahead with its preparations. On SEh May, four days after

the assurance by the SD0O, section 144 was clamped throughout
the sub-division for a month.

The administration claimed tha? the imposition of section
144 was immediately communicated through the public address
system in all the villages. However, the villagers said
that they were not aware of it till the day before the
conference, Saniti activists themselves sald that they
learnt of it only on the 16th when they decided to cancel
the meeting.

On the night of &th May f¢llowing the imposition of section
144, the police shot dead a sympathiser of the Samiti,
Pra-cdip Bhind, in Patadia village. The police claimed-
that he was a wanted criminal and was killed in an armed
encounter with theme The team interviewed villagers of
Patadia who had a different story to tell. On the night
of 8-9 May, around 11 pm, a large number of armed policemen,
reportedly led by the district magistrate himself, surrounded
the village and conducted ra-ids. In the early hours of
the morning, Bhind was called from his house and questioncd
for some time. A little later he was let off, As he
turned his back he was shot dead. Thc police picked up
his body and drove off in their jeeps even as the villagers
ran after the jceps for the body. The villagers said that
though he was implicated in some cases, he had got bail and

that there was no warrant against him. According to theam,
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he had been visitiigy Jehanabad almost everyday in connection
with his work.

Two days later, or 10th May, armed landlords went to villiage
Gonsa and killed indradeo Mochi, an activist of the Semiti,
It should be noted thalt the murder took place in the premises
of the house of an additional district magistrate, posted at
that time in another district.

On the night of 16th May, a massive armed police raid took
place on the twin villages of Sukulchak-Madua. A large
number of Bihar Military policemen are reported ﬁo have
participated in the raid. In the first raid they attempted
to find ﬁhe foodgraineg stored for the conference., After.
searching a number of houses, they confiscated some articles,
and left. In the second raid conducted the same night,,
they once agaiin ridded the houses and questioned a large
number of people. In the third rald, they beat up some
people and threat ncd them with direconsequences if the
conference was held, By then the Samiti took the decision
to cancel the meeting and send messcengers to the Jehanabad
railway station %o infcrm the incoming delegates. It was
those delegates who could not get the message in time, who

weresubjected to a severe lathicharge on May 17.

17th MAY, 1983, MADUL

Early that morning the employees of a tent merchant of Patna,
wnom the Samiti had contracted for tents, furniture etcetera,
were the first to reach the venue of the conference, Shaheed
Lakhan Swadeshi Nagar, village Madua, in a tractor. Meanwhile,
hundredsof armed policamen arrived there, surrounded the

place and started beating the tent workers. The beating

went on indiscriminately sparing not even the delegates

who unaware oi ine cancell a-tion of the meeting, had reported
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at Madua. Estimetes of the number of people caught in
rain of blows range Hetween 70 and 100. Among the people
who were beaten yere two women delegates from Rohtas
district, who had come to attend the conference. According
to the MKSS vice~president, Triveni Singh, and six other
injured persons who were met by the team at the Gaya
Central Jeail, all the people were herded to the Sukulchak
police camp after an hour of beating, Here, they were
‘beaten further, The women were separated and encircled by
the police wio raincd blows on them under the personal

supervision of theanchal adhikari, The police singled out

some people as special targets including a visiting trade
union leader from Dhanbad who was threatened with being phy-
sical eliminated. The people who had been picked up were
then taken to tine thana and kept under police custody.

At the police staticon they were once again beaten up. In
addition police;also took away all the valuables. The
arrested persons whom we interviewed at Gaya told us

that altogcther thoey lost 12 wrist watches and cash of

Rse 6000 collected ior the conference. Next day six
children, some women and thie tent workcecrs were let off,
But others, altogcther 62 in number, were sent to Gaya
Jail. Enrcute two of thum were taken for interrogation by
the district magistrate and were sent later to the jail.
Though the cascsthanselves were minor in nature they were
not given the usual ball on personal. bond but were asked
to produce two surcties eache. Most of them stayed in
jail for more than a week to ten days.

The fact finding team visited one ¢f the affected villages on
26, May and talked to people consisting of both men and
women agricultural labourers who had collected there from

a nunber of neighbouring villages. Most of the people
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interviewed showed clear and unmistakaple evidence of
having boc.. seversly beaten and had bruises on their amms,
legs and backs. The women who met us stated that the
anchal adhikari —orscnally directed the assault on them.

=

He instructed *the police to give the women, who had been
actively participating in the struggle for higner wages,
a thorough thrashing. The women reported him as having
said, "matha baciha kar khub maro taki yad rane. Sale
naxalite sanmel an karenget Teen kilo mazoori mangte ho,
cholo thane meiln theck mazoori denge." (Save the head
and beat them so that they will remember it. Trying to
organise a naxalite conference, is it? Ask for three kilos
of grain, do you? Come, we'll give you proper wages at
the police station ! ") . The bsating was so severe that
some Lathis broke but this was no impediment, more lathis

were routinely sent Lor.

Anmong the others who were severely beaten were the youngsters
of the village vho had arrived at the conference site to
help the visitols. But even stray pa-ssers-by including
those who had come to graze cattle did not escape the ass-
ault by the policemnen wihoindiscriminately beat up everyone
around. Oniy a jewan >f the armmy, who had kecn in the

area on hisannual leave, escapeds The police let him off
when théy discovered he was a jawan. The exXperience had
been a shock to tine jawan who wondered why the police had
treated the people so brutally. Another woman described

to us how she and her husband were intercepted when they
were going to work in the fields, and ordered to carry the
ammunition of the police back to the camp at Sukulchak,.

A particularly shocking incident. rclated to us described
how an agricultural labourer named Harnandan was picked

up on the following morning (18th May) and taken to the
police camp at Sukulchak and given a severe beating. The

police pushed him on to the £floor and stood on him,
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kicking and beating him with a lathi simultaneously. This
brutal ‘assault was a deliberate act, a punishment for
Fzrnandén's having had the courage to describe the police
assault on tiie woople to @ journalist who had visited the
area. The journalist had mentioned Harnandan Das by name
in the newspaper report, and the poclice was furious at the
exposure ¢f their bastiality.

The police version of the events is simple and does not
justify the action tnoy have tsken. The First Information
Report on tine incidents of 17th May has chargcd Ajay Narain
and €2 others belonging té'"Gaya, Aurangabad, Rohtas, Dhanbad
and Patna districts”, with béing present at an illegal
gathering armed with lethal weapons, viclating scction 143
causing injury by throwing stones et cetera. They have been
cha-rged under: sections 143,144, 145, 147, 149, 151, 152
-and 188 of the Criminal Procedure Code., The statement of
the Circle Officer furthor adds that the police ordered a
mild charge when the gathering which was waving red flags
and banners and "snouting slogans.of class struggle"
began pelting stones at the police. His statement also says
that provocative lea-flets and songs were recovered from
them. According toc the statement, the leaflets pertained to
the murder of nolicanen, snatching of rifles, and the looting
and killing of landlords. It is evident that the police
version of the events leaves too many question unanswered.,
Initial granting of tho permission or-ally and its later
denial in practice, the general campaign of terror prior
to 17, May about which poli¢e records do not even have a
formal explanation, mcbilisation of unusually large number
of armed policemen againsf unarmed peasants, bcating up

, cven tent workers and passcrs at Madua - all makes it cleart

that the/police acted in a pfenplanned manner. That also perhaps



explainsthe First Information Reports' suspicious silence
¢n many mattcers, Senior police officials in their inter-
view with us did not offer any credible explanation for
their wcticns other than dismissing it as a 'naxalite

the/ andoltan'. In the licht of the background of/last ecighteen
months in Jehanabad, the policc action against the MKSS

conference do not appear tc be an isolated instance,

CONCLUSIOW 2

As we entarced the village Karaona in & hot summer afternoon,
a2 dead body 2f a youny 14 year old boy grecetad us at the
entrance of th. Harijen basti. The brdy lay under a tree,
surroundcd by ailing men and women, We were told that

the boy had buewn suffering from a kidnev ailment and

was taken to the hospital a* Jehanabad. The doctors

wanted an amount of Rs. 200 for the operation. Before

the landless labour family was able to raise the moncy,

he died, HiE dcad body was brougnt back an hour before

we reached the will age.

In a scnse this brought home to us dromatically the social
situation in the area. Lack of medical facilities is a
minor symptem of it. Denial of statutory minimum wages,
coupled with intense social 0ppreésion, day to day harass-
ment in the ficlds coupled with dircct physical v;olence
constitutes the social situation of Jehanabad, In such

a situatiof the organisaﬁion of the rural poor is a

The/ necessary means for survival./ Majdoor Kisan Sangarsh

Samiti 15 a lcgitimate response to this situation.

The MKSS is @ legal organisation. Its charter of demands
includes those mcasures which are primamily the responsibie
lity of the stetes Its forms of struggle - leaflets,
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demonstrations, mecetings and organisation of strikes =

arc all constitutionally valid rights of the people. Yet

the local aXuanictration treats it, for all practical

purposes, as an illegc. organisation. The argument that

it is a naxali:c »rganisation, it appears, is being used

tc oppose any foiw of struggle by the rural poor. As an

old agricultural Labour woman puts it 'Jab ham ladai karte
hai, to ham ko natsdvedi kaha ke mar dete hai' (when we

struggle, we arc labelled as naxalites and killed). This

repressive policy of the police must be seen in the context

of the landlords ovwn bhumisena and its operations.

Landlords and their henchmen, operating under the banner of
bhumisena seems to have no restrictions on them. They
freely go about in the area with guns and rifles. while
the MKSS was not allowed to have its meeting on 17, May,

a meeting of the bhumisena, in which congress (I) legisla-
tors are reported to have participated, was allowed on 18
.and 19 May at Gaya. On the other hand the local administra-
tion is fully participating in all the police operations
against ti'e poor. The district collector himself particip-
ated in thc - Gucounter' operation that left Pradeep Bhind
dead. The local Sab Yvisional Officer of Jehanabad
participateu ii: all the police oberations against the people.
All these factors clearly point out the close co-ordination
with which thc¢ landiords, civil and police administration
are operating against the organised peasant movement of
Jehanabad. |

In the light of its findings the committee recommends -

1) Cases against all the arrested persons in Jehanabad
must be immediately withdrawn.

2) Continuous misuse of scction 144 against the peasant
movement should be stopped immediatelye.



3)

4)

o
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6)
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An enquiry intoc the killings of Pradeep Bind and
Inder Dev Mochi should be held.

An enguiry should be ordered against the SDO,
Jchanabad and officials and the guilty should be
punished,

All thc gun liccences in the area should be cancelled
and steps should be taken to disband the armed
bands of bhumiscna.

All restrictions on the functioning of MKSS should be
removed and the cases against its leaders and activists
should be withdrawn.

(5d.)}

Shashi Bhushan
Kira n Shaheen
Arun S8inha
Manimal a

K. Haragopal
Uma Chakravarthy
"C.V, Subbarao



MKSS: RO Call Of The Dead, July 1982 May, 1983
NC o Date Pl ace Name Vill age Profession KXilled By
e 24 July 82 J amuk siddheshwar Mochi Sikaria Ag. Labourer Landlords with
s police
2. 2, July 82 J amuk . Sheo Pujan Paswan Sal arpur ~do- ~do-
3. 3, July 82 Khadirch- Gyanchand Bhagat Khadirchak Small Peas- -0 -
ak ant
4., 10, Aug. 82 Bhagwan~ Lakshan Manjhi Bhagwanpur Age. Labourer Landlords
pux ) )
5. ~do- wfie Swadeshi Manjhi Sikaria -do- ~dom
6e O~ P Balkishore Manjni Bhawanpur =do= ~do-
Te Jamiary, 83 Bhavani~ Mathuna Singh Bhavanichak Small Peasant Landlords
cinal
Be 14, April Blhavani- Rohan Paswan Surangapur Tcacher Landlords
chak .
9, -G - ~doe . Sheo Day.. Paswan Surangcpur Small Peasant Landlords
10. g, lMay 83 Pataddla Pradeep Bind Patadia Middle Police
: _ Peasant
11. 10 Mgy 83 Gonssz Indradeo Mochi Gonsa Farm Scrvant Landlords
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Add : It should ke noted
that they include landed
labour also in some partse.

0lLd Wage rate is 2 scers
Kaccha (roughly 1 kg.)
(instead of 2 seers Pucca).

Add Rajputse.
Early 1981 (not 1982)
March 1982, Indrapuri

Rohtas district (not
Aurangabad.)
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