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* Exceptional circumstances such as a state of war
or a threat of war, internal political instability or
any other public emergency may not be invoked
as justification of torture or other Cruel, Inhuman
or degarding treatment or punishment”

—United Nations Declaration on the Protection of
all Persons from Torture, and other cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Punishment.

Co-ordinating Committee on Oinam Issue has already
brought out their first Report in November, 1938 covering every
detail about the court case being filed by the Naga People’s
Movement for Human Rights ( NPMHR ) against the Assam
Rifles for the attrocities committed on the people of Oinam and
its surrounding 30 or more villages during *“‘Operation Blue-
Bird”’ in July September., 1987.

The Sessions Court, at Imphal has beea recording evidence
from the victims of the Assam Rifles since 22nd August, 1988
in accordance with the directive of the Gauhati High Court’s
Order dated July 6, 1988.

Many things have happened. And we feel the need to share
with you all our experiences over the past few months. So
much has happened that it would fill several books if we were
to tell you all the details so we are writing the facts in a diary
form for your easy reference i

DIARY OF EVENTS

Novembsr 3, 1988

NPMHR witness No. 13, Mr N. Sekho, the Village Se-
cretary of Khongdei Khuman finished giving his evidence before
the Sessions Judge. He is one of the key witnesses since he is
among those who saw the five villagers (these villagers were later
brought to the village dead) brutally tortured, The Assam Rifles
said they had been killed in an encounter.



Just after finishing his evidence he was arrested outside the
Court by the police on the basis of acase filed by the Assam
Rifles.

Saturday, November 5, 1988

Mr. N. Seikho is released on bail. The Magistrate says in
his bail order that mo investigation worth the name had been
made so Mr Seikho must be released.

The Sessions Court adjourns for three weeks till November
28, 1988.

Tuesday, November 15, 1988

The NPMHR move the Gauhati High Court for certain ur-
gent directions, includirg the transfer of 21st Assam Rifles Batta-
lion from Senapati District to another District in Manipur du-
ring the continuance of the proczeding before the Sessions Court;
to stop intimidation or terrorising the NPMHR witnesses; not
to allow the Assam Rifles officers to sitin the Court; not to
arrest the witnesses in this present case without prior permission
of the High Court; to limit the cross examinations by the covg-
sel for other side and others. The other side lawyer asks for
three weeks time to reply to the NPMHR petition. The Gauhati
High Court gives them the time.

Monday, November 28, 1988

Mr N. Sahini, Chairman of Phaibung Khullen Village Autho-
rity, gives his evidence before the Session Court. He asks for police
protection and the Court provides him with a police escort to his
place of stay at Imphal.

The respondents ( Assam Rifles ) files contempt case against
the petitioners (NPMHR), which they later withdraw.

Friday, December 9, 1988

The NPMHR petition comes up for hearing at Gauhati High
Court. The High Court directs that no witness is to be arrested
while he or she is in the witness box. And if he or she is to be
arrested it must be with the permission ¢f the Sessions J udge.



Saturday December 10, 1988

Universal Human Rights Day. It was on this day 40 years
ago that the Governments of the World sitting at the United Na-
tions passed the International Bill of Human Rights. World over
it is observed as Human Rights Day.

At Imphal for the first time in the history of Manipur all
the political parties, except Congress-I, the Student Unions and
Civil Liberties groups and various women organisations observed
Human Rights Day with a one point demand-REVOKE ARMED
FORCES SPECIAL POWERS ACT, 1958, At Ukhrul too
NPMHR observed the day by holding a huge public meeting
which was addressed by human rights activists from all over
India. Special Prayers were offered in the Churches on this
occasion to renew our pPledge to continue our struggle for human
rights,

Tuesday, December 13, 1988

Mr. H. Peter, Pastor of Kodom Khullen, begins his deposi=
tion in Court,

Wednesday, December 14, 1988

Mr H Peter’s head reels and he feels dizzy so the Court is
adjourned. He said he has been feeling like that ever since he
was beaten by the Assam Rifles during the Operation Blue Bird,

Saturday, December 17, 1988
Mr. H, Peter is picked up at night by the Assam Rifles,

along with another witness, Mr Kh. Kholu, Village Secretary of
Liyai Khullen.

Sunday, December 18, 1988

Mr. H. Peter and Mr. Kh Kholu are released by the Assam
Rifles. Both of them were taken to the 24 Assam Rifles Head-
quarters and never handed over to the police as required by the
law,



Monday, Dacember 19, 1988

Mr. Peter complain to the Sessions Judge that he had been
arrested by the Assam Rifles. The lawyer for the Assam Rifles
deny the arrest., Later they say he was not arrested but merely
** picked up ** and was taken in a vehicle and given breakfast !
As if that can justify the fact that they burst into the privacy
of his home and whisked him away from his home.

The advocate for the Assam Rifles, Mr. T. Bhubon Singh
threatens to use force against the lawyer for the NPMHR and
is told by the Court that he must not utter such words in the
future.

Thurssday, December 22,1988

We learnt that NPMHR witness Mr Stephen, a government
school teacher and resident of Ngamju Pongvah, had been arres-
ted by the Assam Rifles and detained at their Headquarters at
Lairouching. We are also told that Mr 8. Tio, GB of the same
village had also been taken by Assam Rifles.

NPMHR files an application before the Sessioms Court 2s-
king the sessions Judge to direct the Assam Rifles to hand over
the two persons to the police.

Mr. Stephen and Mr. Tio, are handed to the police, pro-
duced before the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Senapati and sent to
Manipur Central Jail, lmphal

Saturday, December 24, 1988

NPMHR Lawyers meets Stephen, main witness, in Jail He
tells them that he was given electric shocks and so was Mr.
"Fio. The lawyers informed them that they have been arrested
under terrorist act. Mr. Stephen said an affidavit that he was
told by the Commanding Officer of the 21st Assam Rifles, C.P,
Singh, that because he had taken bhis sister and cousin sister
before the Registrar of the Gauhati High Court to give evidence
against the Assam Rifles he was a ** bastard” and he would pu-
nish Stephen by sending him to jail for ten years.



Tuesday, January 2, 1988

Peopies Unien For Democratic Rights, Delhi hosts a Press
Conference for COCOI at New Dethi. COCOI gives details of
the Qinam case to focus attention on military repression in North
East and appeals to the Naticnal Press not to ¢ yme to North
East on ‘army-zorducted” tovrs but 1o look at the conditiors of
the pe.pie living under the Armed forees Special Powers Act,
1958 through th: eyes of ordinary villagers

The S lidarity greun for Nerth East also extends all co-ope-
ration 1> make the Press Couference a success

All major dailies carry reports of the Press Conference,
Thursday, January 5, 1988

Mr., Th Stephen is released on bail by the Designated
Conrt { Special Courts for trial of * terrorists”™ ) and the Judge
holds that there was no prima facie ¢isc against Mr. Stephen
and hewas not to beie sested without the permission of the
Court.

The advecates for the NFMHR object to the Assam Rifies
bring ng their own chairs and tables inside the Court. Violeat
arguments take place onthis issuc. The lawyers for the Assam
Rifles state that it is not quite correct on the part of their cheats
to bring taeir chairs and tables into Court.

Monday, January 9, 1989

The Sessions Court directs the Assam Rifles not to bring
their own chairs aad tab.e into Ccurt room but to sit on the
benches provided by the court. The S:ssions Court observed
¢ There must be an equality beforc the law and treatment
given to the petitioncrs and the respondents must be alike and
same......”". The Court did not accept the argument of the
Assam Rifles Counsel that Assam Rifles Officers must be tiea-
ted differently from the petitioners since they wese senior offi-
cers of the armed forces.

Mr. S. Tio, GB of Ngamju Pongvah Village, was released
on 12th Januvary on bail.
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Tuesday, January 24, 1989

Assam Rifles enters MBC Centre Church, raids girls hostel
and NPMHR lawyer's room without police.

So far twenty-ore witnesses from fcurteen villages have given
their evidence to the Sessions Court. Each person’s statement fills
more than 25 to 30 pages. Since we cannot give all the details,
imnportant parts of each wituess’s deposition are extracted so that
you may know the extent of barbarity and savagery perpetuated
on our people by the . 1 Assam Rifles

HERE ARE THE EXTRACTS

Ng Khailang of I was taken te Oinam Post and beaten
Ngamja Shah Village: severely during interrcgation...... I

was beaten with sticks and iron reds all over my body and given
electric shocks in my private parts

L. Jonathan of I was arrested by the Assam Rifles
Phuba Thapham Village: on 30th August, 1987 and taken to

their camp till 3rd September 87. On 4th September I was tahen
to a Magistrate at Imphal and forced to put my signature on a
false affidavit prepared by Assam Rifles.

Thaiso of 1 was beaten very badly outsidz the Church.
Sorbung Village: 1 got a severe injury in my pelvic bone and
legs. I can no lopger walk or sit.

P.K. Wakhao of Ten houses were forcibly dismant led by

Ngamju Shah the Assam Rifles in my village...the
Village: Pastor Commanding Officer C P. Singh was

himself in the village when they dismantled houses... I saw one
villager. Sosang, being badly tortured. Later he was found dead.

L. Khola of I was nine months pregnant at tke time,
Oinam Village I was forced to give birth to my baby in

the concentration camp where we were all confined.



S. Seiba of Major Ravindra extorted Rs. 12,008
Phuba Khuman from my village. [ was beaten and I
Viilage: cannot do work now. I saw Somila

and Solomi being badly tortured

Neikuo Lhousa The NSF decided to form a Good Will
Vice President Naga team to visit Oinam. Our tcam was
Students Federation: dectained and five of us and our driver
were not allowed to sleep and were tortured the whole night. We
all had to be hospitalized at Kohima

S Khyala of Whea 1 saw my husband again he was
Oinam Village: in great pain with bruises all over his
body. He was taken to the Assam Rifles camp the pext day.
After three days the dead bedy of my husband and Waukhao were
brought to the village for burial.

Officer in Charge He brought the post mortem reports of
Tadubi P S. pine people tortured to death by
Assam Rifies during Operation Bluebird.

L.M. Thaipi of 1 saw with my own eyes the dismantling
Thingba Khullen of the Government High School Buil-
Village: ding of Oinam by the Assam Rifles...

The Headman of my village was brutally tortured and asa re-
sult our villagers had to carry him on a stretcher to the Oinam
post when he was ordered to go there. Our standing crops were
destroyed by the cattle because we could not teud them.

L. Lao of Phuba Six persons including tte Pastor were
Thapham Village brutally toriured by the Assam Rifles.

No villager was allowed to go to the paddy fields...Tiger Major
threatered to shoot our Headman for refusing to provide him

with women...

N Silas of My elder brother, N. Thava, and
Khongdei Shimphung another villager M. Essou weie kept
Village: confined in the school office. When T

took food to my brother and M. Essou. Ifound them without
shirts, sitting inside the room My brother told me that
they both were feeling very weak and tired afier being beaten



receatedly... Later the police party told us to idertfy sore
de  bodies lying in the jun:le. One of then was M. Issou’s.
T rext day we found the dead body of my brother hanging
from atree, his fiet tovchivg the ground.

N. Sekho When T was in the schrol building
Khongdei khuman working as an iaterpreter for Assan
Village Rifles I saw them beating Village

Authority members, villagers and even a pregnant woman-
I suw two Gaornburas. R Khowa and K. Shunai, in a ser-
ious coudition. Later the police told us to cellect th:ir todics
from the jungle. [saw gun shot injuries on th: private parts
of R Khowa and injury maris on the body of K. Shunai.

N. Saheniof Phaibung The Assam Rifles orde-ed the
Khullen Village villagers to construct a road, noihing

was paid either for the timber or for our labour. We have
mace a list of prop:rty looted or damaged by the Assam
Rifies during the cu:ifew days. It amounts to more than [ive
lukhs r.pres. A Major demmanded  women fioma o school
teacher a.d when he refused to oblige he was beaten. The
school teacher’s house was dismantled

Zhiiso of We were told to take the school girl,
Lakhamai Village Miss Kholo, to the Commanding Officer
who was stationed at Khongdei Khuman.

R. Kangshang of 1 saw P. Rangkhiwo and R Mathctmi,
Ngari Village: Headman and Village Secretary of our

village severely tortured by the Assam Rifies. Later the two died,

H. Peter of The villagers were taken inside the school
Kodom Khullzn building in turns and beaten severely
Village: Pastor. with wooden sticks. I was among those



severely beaten and till today my head reels. We were detained
inside the school building and not allowed to tend our cattle se
our standing crops were destroyed. Assam Rifles took away
our hens, pigs, rice etc without payment.

Ch, Daihrii of 1 was ordered to gather all the villagers wi-
Liyai Khuilen thin four minutes. They separated men and
Raja womens.  Then they started beatingy the
Village Authority members. The Pastor of my village Church
was also beatca by the Assam Rifles. The villagers were
used as porters.

R. Hepuni of They blind folded me and started to Leat
Thingba Khullen me... As a result of this beating my right
Villag2: Raja eye is permanently damaged. The Assam

Rifles destroyed my house which was constructed after the
performance of special rites. My villagers werc used as porters
to carry rations.

H. Sow of The Assam Rifles forced me to remove
Purul, Pastor my clothes and I was beaten till I fell un-
at Liyai Khullen conscious. I saw thirteen others beaten
severely by Assam Rifles.

Th. Stephen of I pleaded with the officers of the
Ngamju Pongvah Assam Rifles at Oinam to allow me
Villge: Government to take my ailing wife to hospital
School Teacher but the Commarding Officer, C P. Singh,

flatly refused ... I then approached D.L.G. B.N, Singh and ke
replied by boxing me znd shouting *“teachers are bastards™
I fell unconscious, My wife died. I came to court straight from
jail. 1 was arrested by Assam Rifles and given electric shocks
because I brecught my younger sister to Imphal to pive cvidence
against them...They handed me to the police on a false charge
ard nowl am on bail.
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These extracts give you only a glimpse of the extent of human
loss and property damage suffered by the people of Oinam and
its surrcunding 20 or more villeges And every day we get
reports of the continuing torture, harassment and criminal inti—
midation of our people who have alrcady gone through such
hardships.

The Assam Rifles have threatened journalists and even gone
to the extent of threatening the SeSsions Judge recording evi-
dence at Imphal. But neither their threats of viclence nor their
terror tactics will shake us from cur resoive to fight for jus-
tice and for human rights,

The tremerdous ccurage shown by those g esple whe have steod
in the witiess box has been a grest sowce of inspiration, The
continuing violence by the Assam Rifles only strenpthens our
beiief in the justiess of cur struggle. And our chesen method
of fichting State violerce with democratic weans has helped us
grow stronger, morally and politically.

We arc confident of ycur continuing participation and sup-
port in this long stiugzle. We once again oppeal to you to con-
tinue your valuable support to this effort of ours. You may
help us by:

a) Sharing the information in this pamphlet and translatiﬁg
it for those who may n»rt know Englsh. We arc giving
a scctivn by section commentary on the: Armed Forces
( Special Powers) Act, 1938. Sece: £ ppeadix.

b) Atteading the Courct at lumphal on any week day between
10:00 A.M. and 1.00 P.M. to show your solidarity.

c) If you receive information about Assem Rifles interfering
in the case please let us know. Remenber this interference
is totally illegal.

d) Send us a contributicn or donation to the Trcasurer,
Co-ordinating Committee on Oinam fssce  ( COCOL) ¢fo
Ms Aram Pamei, MBC Centre Church, Im, hal - 793 001.
Manipur, India,



APPENDIX
The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act. 1958

All of us know that the armed forces have immense powers under the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act but most of us do nct know the exact provisions
of the Act Wae need to knew what the law says for our own protsction and
also to equip ourselvas better to fight against it

First of 21! we should know that no law of the lend. not even the armed
forces specisl powers act gives anycne, neitker the palice nor the security torces,
the pawer to commit crimes against sur paople. They do not have the legal
pcwertas murder anyone, or to torture anyone, or the legal power to burn,
dismantle or destroy our propeity In fact the security forces do not have the
powar evon to detain, interrogate or investigate. The power to detain and to
interrcgate {remembear, interrogete does nuet rean torture) vests only with the
polive. &nd only the police have the power to investigata into any illegal act.
We are giving you a section by section commentary om tha Act.

Se:tion one of the Act staiss that this Act will be called Armed Forces
(Special Powsr) Act, 1958. And that the Act axtands to all the ssven states of
ths North East - Assam, Manipur, Negaland Meghalaya, Tripura. Mizoram and
Arunachal Pradesh,

NOTE : Till 1680’s this Act was applicable only to the North East but in 19835
8 similiar Act was pessed for the State of Punjab and the Union
Territory of Chandigarh.

Section two of the Act defines certain terms used in the Act. It states that
the term armed torces also includss the air {crce,

Saection thres states that it the Governor or the Central CGovernment
feel that any part of the State or the whole of State is in a disturbad or
dangerous conditicn  then ths Governor or the Central Governmant can
declare that part or the whole of the state as ‘*distusbed’” and once
an area or the State is declored” disturbed” the Armed Forces Spec al Powers
Act comes into fo.ce.

NOTE: When this Act wes possed only the Covernor kad the fever
to declare eny port of the State or the whole of the State es
eedjsturbed” but In 1972 the Central Govermment amended the Act and gave
the Centrcl Government the power to declare a part or the whole of any North
East State as disturbed. This means that even If the State Gavernment does not
want to declare any part of the State disturbed the Centiol Government can under-
mine the authurity of the State Guvernment and  declare an ored ais-
turbed as was donein Tripuara, recently,



Section four of ths Act gives the armed furce a lot of
powers to enable them so muiintain Taw and order. It has
four subsections. (a), (b). (¢) ard (d); -

Subsection (a) states that an officer of the armed forces
can fire upon anyone who is acting against the law when
an area has beesn declared disturbed. The officer has the power
to use as much force as recessary and even cause death.
But he can do so only after giving due warning.

Subsection (b) states that the officer can destroy any arm.:
dump, or any structure which can be used as a training
camp for armed volunteers or from where armed attacks can
be made. Thy can also destrcy any structure which can be
used as a hide-out by armed gangs.

NOTE: This section does mnot give the power to armed
forces to dismantle; destroy or burn houses, schools or
churches.

Subsection (c) states that the armcd forces can arrest
anyone who has committed a sericus offéence or any person
whom they suspcet has coemmitted a  sericus offerce or about
to commit itand th:ycan wuse such force that they may think
necessary-

NOTE: This secticn makes it clear that the power to arrest
is limited and the armed forees cannot  arrest anyone at
random. The section clearly does not give the armed
forces the powers to detain the person arrested or to
interrogate him or her.

Subsection (d) states that the armed forces have the power
to eater and search withcut a warrant any place where they
suspect any arms, ammuanition explasives or stolen property
has been kept or where anyore has been illegally detained.

NOTE: This section does not give power to the armed forces
to barge into people’s houses and vielate their privacy
at any time of the day or night.
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Section five of the Act states that any person arrested by
the armed forces must be handed over to the officer-in-charge
of the ‘‘ncarest police station with the least possible delay™
along with a report on the circumstances of the arrest.

NOTE: This section makes it clear that the armed forces do not
normally have the power to arrest and if they do arrest
they have no power to detain anyone and they must
hand over the person to the police at the soonest possi-
ble time. The power to arrest, deiain and interrogate
vests with the police alonc.

Section six states that no person can start any legal action
against any member of the armed forces for anything done in
exercise of the powers conferred by this Act, without permission
of the Central Government.

NOTE: This section does not forbid you from reporting to the
civil authorities i.e. the police or the district magistrate
about any crimes committed on the people. It also
does not stop the police from arresting any one of
the armed forces who commits a crime. And this section
does not bar any of us from filing a petiton directly
inthe High Court or even in the Supreme Court if our
fundamental rights are violated by the armed forces.
Our fundamental right to life and personal liberty are
guaranteed to each of us urder the Indian Constitution,

CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE ON OINAM ISSUE
(COCOI): All Naga Students’ Association, Manipur (ANSAM),
Uaited Naga Couacil (UNC), Manipur Baptist Convention
Women's Urion (MBCWU) and Naga Pcoples Movement for
Human Rights (NPMHR).






1 willlift up my eyes,
From the dark Night of despalv,

To the dawning of my commitment to freedom.

For | cannot be forced to submit

My hopes to perpetual slavery:

Behold, they who define their freedom
In the struggle for justice

Cannot be deprived of It
By the principalities and powers of this world,

The people’s will to be free
Is our unshakable support;
Neither intimidation nor force of arms

Can destroy it,

The power of human love _
 Struggling to transform and to celebrate all of creation
Testifies that goodness and freedom

Shall ultimately prevail.

—Canaan Bawnana

.Tribal Brother from
Zimbabwe (;z\frica }
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