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Baving listed a numbey of structural variable = important te the
analyuis of Reference Grouwp behavieur, and patticularly important an
the =elediion of positive and aegative Refezence Grooepr, 1 wiil L
instructive to apply Referrnce Group Theory vo a scoicdy which s

strueivred by caste divisions.

Mobility within Caste Svstem and Patiern Variahkle o

Ths Caste svetem is characterized by relative immebility
Various points of view, not to say theorics”, have been pr=zented
by different students of Caste regarding mobility within the Caste
system, ranging from the extreme view that the Caste system precludes
all mobility tc a realistic appraisal of the situation viz that the Caste
system allows a small rate of mobility.

The problem of the analysis of mobility within the Caste system
is, to my mind, complicated due to the operation of distinct levele
at the same time, e.g. the Rurval and the Urban, the Synchronic and
the Diachronic. If only one could separate the levels, it weuld be
much easier to analyze the problem. Below is given a schematic
presentation of the varvious levels of analysis.

I think that the prescntation of the differcat points of view
regarding maobility within the Caste zystern in terms of Parscnian,
Pattern Variables will greatly facilitate the analytical proces: o
sepavation of the levels mentioned abeve., The logic of the v-e of

pattern variables will become clear as the discussion procesds.

4
I gratefully acknowledge the help rendered by Frof. Cova DuBois

in working out the schematic presentation. The papert hus beneiitied
a great deal by her searching criticism and helpful suggestions.



Pattern Variables and the Corresponding Points of View

Regarding Mebility within the Caste System

A Al

Affectivity ve. Afieciive Neuviralily Little Tradition v<. Great Tradition
B Bl

Seif va. Collectivity Jati vs. Varna
C Cl

Particularizm vs, Universall.m Aiiributional vs. Interactional
D D!

Aszcription: ve. Achievement Fixed status vs. Changeable status

{in terms of birth) {through achievement}

E E1l

Specificity vs. Diffuseness Brahminisation vs. Secularisation

Before proceerding to discuss the logic of the use of Pattern
Variabies to points of view regarding moebility within the Caste system,
it needs to be noted that excepting the pair E 1, all other pairs under
the columns A 1, B 1, C 1, and D1 indicate the polar situation of
ixnmohilit.y and mobility. While Brahminisation itself may smack of
mobility, though in 2 single direciion, it has to be remembered that
Brahminhood can be attained only by birth. Thereiore in a reali-tic
manner the pair Brahminisation and Seculavisation iz uzed to indicate
the polar extremes of immobility and mobility.

Tuvrthes, it should alxc be noted that the pairs undey colurmns
Alto X1, by and large, deacte the Rural and the Uvban levele. Thus
Litile Tradition refers to sural society, while the Great Tradition is
purely an Urban phenomenon. Jati is more relevant in the rural =ociety,
while Varna is relevant in the urban rituvation. Attributes of caste
cling to a person in rural scciety, while in the urban set up a person
tends to be judged by his actual behaviour and action. The status of
a person is determined by his caste in rural society, while in urban

society it can be manipulated by achievement. As mentioned earlier
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in the rural set up the ritval status of a Brahmin, in spite of the fact
that it cannot be attained except by birth, becomes a matter of emulation
and steiving for, whe geas in the urban «ituation the play of sccularv
focees ppend out possinilities of mebility, which may not bear any
relationzhip to the ceste siatvse s, Thus an untouchable can become

a Minister at the staie or ceniral) level in India. Occupational roles

in an urban set up may bear no relationship whatlsoever (o caste statuses.

The Caste sysiem is cbviously a relational systern having
significance for voles and the velaticnshipe amongst the variocus roles,
thus linking up the egeo with the alter. The Pattern Variables are
precisely meant to explain the relational aspect of the role structure
of social system. It is well known that the Caste system is extremely
significant for the social system in India in so far as it is largely
responsible for designing the role structure. In fact, one may logically
treat the Caste system as a social gsystem wherein networks of
structured roles and statuses, i.e. institutions are meshed in.
Naturally the various dilemmas to the treatment of which the Pattern
Variables have been designed are to be found in the Caste system too.
The dilemmas of (a} gratificaiion vs. discipline, {b} primacy of
cathectic orientation vs. cognitive orientation, (¢} quality vs.
performance, and (d} the dilemma poved by the scope of significance
of object viz. specificity vs. diffuseness are cornpletely valevant
to the Caste aystem.

Further, it has to be borne in mind that the Caste system has
various dimensions such as the rural and the urban, the weight of a
highly developed old tradition and the force of modernism, etc.

The relational aspect of the Caste system is complicated by the
dimensions mentioned above. As I have mentioned earlier the rural
and the urban dimengions are reflected in the pairs Al to E 1, those
on the left being rural and those on the right being urban. As regards
the dimengion of time, it is veflected in the pairs Al and Bl and

Cl to E1. The first two paire denote the impact of older traditions



while the last three pairs indicate the impact of modernisnmi. Even
today the Little Tradition is to be found in the villages of India.
Morteover, the relationzl aspect of the Caste system ia
complicated by the possibilities of moebility within caste in terms
of ihe pairs mentiored abeve. Thns, thosge belonging te the Little
Tradition can move up to the Great Tradition. A given Jati has
a fixed Etd.r..u:- in the rural environment in so far as its position in
the caste hierarchy is concerned. However, on shifting to an urban
environment, such a Jati gets incorporated into Varna complex and
attains status equivalent to other Jatig in the same Varna category.
In a relatively closed system as exemplified by rural units one’s
statuz is determined by the attributes of his caste, while in an open
system, i.e. urban society, one's status deperd 8 on actual interaction.
For example, the status of & Brahmin would tend to be very high in
the rural society, irrespective of hig merit, while in urban society,
his atatus would depend on his occupation, education eic. A person
belonging to a low caste would suffer from low status in the rural
set up, no matter whatever his gualifications and attainments may be.
He would be debarred from equalitarvian type of interaction with
other castes. The same pevson would be interacting freely and on
tevms of equality with khis peers in the urban sociely, regardless
of Caste differences. The ascriptive basis of caste is firmly rocted
in rural scciely, theveby detervrnining a person‘s status irrespective
of periormance. In the urban set up, however, status can be achieved
by comforming to objective criteria such as educaiion, occupation,
wealth, etc. Brahmin is regarded a5 the apex of the caste system
more s0 in rural society and therefore the Brahmanic model of
behaviour is sought to be imitated, though it cannot be adopted
completely. In t‘he. urban situation secular forces are operative
and there are many avenues for advancement by resorting to relevant
wayz of behaviour, which may have no relevance at all for the

caste hierarchy.



The pair: Al 1o E I dencling immobility asd mobility also

woprescnd fhe various dilemea - mentionsd above . The Little
Teadition ewemnlifics goartuaiton whe crin 4 pe reom can ssileiv his

seaiificatzons withool much Goaneerp {or adhevencs e higher standards,
Thi- 12 facilitaied by the informal organization and by the operation
of 4 varieiy of standards.  In the Great Tradition, however, conjormily

to higher standards is empha<ized and thus gratification geis posipened.

Activity tends o e of an insirumental nature, vather than immediately

gratificatory  Discipline is ernphasized due {o the complexity of
organization and a formal structure. Correct behaviour and adherence
to higher standards are necessitated. Yet, the Great Tradition also
opens out ivenues for advancement. Thus, the Little Tradition and
the Great Tradition represent the pair Affectivity and Affective
Neutrality.

Jati ¢haracterizes one's intimate group in 2 rural set-up
and one is identified with one's Jati. Jati caters to the satisfaction
of the needs of its members. Jati is a major reference peint for
action. Varna, on the other hand, is a conglomeration of units 1Jatis)
which are more or less equivalent 2= far as a given category goes.
Varna thus puis premiuvm on discipline.  Jati can be well likened to

zelf. while Varna to Cellectivity., Jati i» a narrow entity, while

Varna is 4 beoader group. Thus gretificaiion and di-cipline are

2% ¥
cmpha-ised by the Jati and Varpa respectively.  Vavna a2l-o0 opens
out avenues: for advencement, though, emphasizing sgain ihs

B .

mstruemenial nature o activity, The dilenuma peiiaining to
G ratification and Discipline iz well exemplified by the two pairs
congidered above.

In & sitwation where one's status is determined by the
attributes cf his caste, the relational complex is highly determinate
in terms of the value systern. Thus one is judged in relation to
hisz caste attributes and not in relation to his actual capacity and

actien. This zituation obtaine preponderantly in rural socisty.



The relational syst=m iz alveady determined in terms cf the

attribute= of different castes The primacy of cathectic oricntation,
based on value standasrds assackated with castes, iz thus obviou:

in thi= situation. Orientation is clearly subjective. OCn the other
hand, in a situation where capacity and action are emphasized, rather
than the caste attributes, reliance is placed on objective standards
and criteria. The primacy of cognitive orientation in =uch 2 situation
is quite clsar. Such & sitvation holds good in the case of urban
society. A system which puts emphasis on attributes is therelore
clearly particularific in orientation, while a system which emphasizes
interaction {in terms of caparcity and actual action} is universalistic

in orientation. It needs havdly to be pointed out that the system with
particularistic orientation przcludes mobility, while the system with
universalistic orientation facilitates mobility. The dilemma regarding
orientation is well reflected in the pair discussed here.

A system, wherein status is fixed at birth by one's caste, is
primarily concerned with quality (which is associated with caste)
rather than performance. Consequently, the relational sy:tem is
once again determinnie and not amensble to change. Such i= the
situation in & rural society where the status of 2 person i= fixed once and
for all at birth in terms of his caste. The ascriptive basis is very
clear. In an urban society «tatus is manipulable by achievement. As
guch mobility is facilitated. The relational system i amenable to
change. The basis of status is Achievement. This represents the
dilemma of Modality.

The relational system in rural society is characterized by
the predominating value attached tc Brahmanical status. The acope
of the significance of object to an ego is very specific under such cir-
cumstances. Nearness to or distance from Brahmins becomes a
major criterion of social acceptability. The relational system is

eared to a zinpgle value standard. As mentioned earlier, Brahmanhaood
g g
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cannot be attained, except by birth, Under 2uch circum slances

mobility i« utterly impos=ible.  In ucban rociciy the play of recular

forces opens out svenusy far difierent standard s of value ~od thu-
facilivaie » mobility and conual advancemsnl, irteigective of caate,
The scope of the wagnificsnce 30 much move dive ryified and the redore

diffused in chatacie s, Yavious pavmutations and combinaticn. of the

A wiv pu=-ible for social advancermeant.  The

relational svatem, being cpesn, 1w much more dynamic.  Thos the
dilemrma of the scope of significance of object in termes of specificity

and diffureness iy exereplified by rural and urban society in fterms

of Brahmini=ation and Secularisation.

[ have mentioned carlicr how, analytically :peaking, distinction
ghould be made betwesn the rural and the urban dimencion and the
timne dimension--in term: of earlier and modern times in order to
understand the problem of mobility within the Castes =ystem. I have
aleo mentioned how change {romm one dimension to another ha+ been
taking place. A schematic presentation has been given below,
indicating the dimensien~ and change. [ have advi<edly used the

categovies Then and Now (¢ denote time--eariier and modern.
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A, Rural Social Syatem

Then A A 2 Pew Jin addition {o the

e eliar Ceature «

—_— o A _——
Little Tradition { Great Traditicn
(Affectivity) ! sAffr ctive Neutrality)
Jani Varna
- Self} ‘Collectivity)
Attributional Secularcization
Paviicularietio) (Diffvusens-nat
Fixed Status
fAscriptive!
Brahminisatioa
(Specificity)

B. Urban Social System

Then Bl B 2 Neow i in addition to the
earlier features)

Great Tradition Interacticnzal

{Affective Neuvtrality) {Universalistic)
Varna Changeable Status

{Collectlivity) {Achievement}

Secularization
EDiffuvens 5!

s

Two qualific~iions nic.t e added to the schematic presentation.
Firat, that in the case of the Roral Social System the Greast Tradifion
and Varna have always acted as ultimate reference point: cven in
the earlier time = and that evea in the modern time: thevs i- an
interplay between all the features mentioned in Box A 1, and the
new featurcs mentioned in Box A 2. It i= ale o necezsary to add
that v ecularication has made the least impact, except at the verbal

level. S Second, that in the case of the Urban Social System even in

®This is rendered po:; = ibie due to the linking up of Rural and
Urban society through development of roads and commmunication systems
Cf. Y. B. Damle, “Communication of Modern Ideas and Knowledge in
Indian Villages, 't 1955 and Y. B. Damle and [. Karve, “Intergyoup
Relation:= , *' 1961.
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the modern times the Great Tradition and Varna continue to act as
background features, and that the [eatures mentioned in the Box B 2
are noi completely =fective for all the layer. of {he population. It
wonld be of interest 1o point cut that the higher castes have Been much
move influenced by modein forces ar exermpliticd by unive c=alistic
orientation, emphasis on achievement and diffuseness than the lower

Likewise, the higher castes carry the backlog of Greal

caates
Tradition and Varna in their minds, Nevesthelsse, a climels of

opinion has been created whereby the features mentioned in Box B 2
are accepted by people belonging to higher and lower castes.

Having discussed the problem of dimensions, it remains for
us to discuss the problem of the nature of change with special reference
to mobility. The guestion we have to asgk ourselves is whether the
change indicated in pairs C 1 to E 1 in particular is archange within
the social system or a change of the system itself. Obviously in
this case by social gysterm iz meant the caste aystem. It is true
that the change in orientation, modality and scope of the significance
of chject that has come about, can be largely atiributed to the impact
of the western world. The expanding opporiunities and liberalisation
of attitude con=eguenti voon irvhnolugical development and expesure o
new ideas has greatly azccelevated the process of mability. Neveviheless
it ha= to he vemembs - od that sven in the urban areas the caste system
continues to obtain, though in a meoediDed formi.  A- [ have pointed out,
the Caste sysiem facilitates meeting other people at a tang-ni. Ne
matter how great the extent of liberalizailon may b, one c2n always
withdraw cneself in the zhell of one's caste, pavticularly in the
sphere of marriage and kinship. The change in orientation, modality,
etc. mentioned above has modified the caste system. The caste

system has accommodated itself fo the process of secuis risation.

The caste system has not broken down, whatever may be the factors

Y. B. Damle, A Review of Literature on Caste = p. 20.
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responsible for that such as the lack of industrialisation, hold of the
fanily sy-=tem, economic backwardness of the country, hold of
traditional values, etc. Bewide- | have already mentioned as to how
the changs ceferred to 2bove 19 notl effective Loy all the layers of the
urban society znd that the Great Tradition and Varna continue fo
provide the backgeround for refevence. Moreover, the higher castes
have been most affected by th= change mentioned above. The higher
castes thus can have the cake and eat it too in the sense that they have
played an imporiant role in the Great Tradition and Varna complex
and algo play a major role in terms of secularisation. It can be said
that the higher castes in the urban society constitute a2 dual reference
group. Thus, one has reaily to talk in tervms of a change within the
system rather than of a change of the gystem as such.

Therefore, it is perfecily logical and legitimate to employ the
pattern variables, which are preszumably meant to be employed only
in the analysis of a system as a going concern, for analyzing the
problem of mobility within the caste system. The Pattern Variables
have really helped clarify the various dimensions of analysis of

mebility. By doing so the reference groups to be discussed have been

brought into a sharp focue.

Paference Group Theory and Mobility withia the Caste System

Atz

RBeference Group Theovy sets forth the prerequisites for posiltive
orientation inm an open gystem, where ultimate inclusion in the
non-membership group is pozsible. 7 The Caste syctem is chavracterized
as a closed syztem, where ultimate inclusion is not ordinarily possible.
Under these circumstances would positive orientation to a caste group
other than cne's own be dysiunctional for the person or the social

system? The paradox of caste lies in the fact that, although there

7
Merton, op. cit., p. 293.
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can be no expectation on the part of personx of the lowesr caztes to be
uvltimately inciluded in the highevr castes and also becaure there is no
vuch fear in the minds of the higher castes, po=ilive oricntation Loy
reference purposes and imitation is permiited and cven encouragad.

In this context, anticipatory sccialization is really & maties of
reducing vepulsion rather than that of promotiag absovplion or
inclusion. To cite an exampls, one may refer tc the facility with which
a vegetarian non- Brahmin is received as a guest in the house of a
Brahmin in a small town. There the conseguence iz to reduce distance
and repulsion, but not to promote ultimate inclusion. In yet another
way anticipatory socialization can be functional for the persons con-
cerned, e.g. where persons shift frorn the Jati complsx to the Varna
complex. This means 2 change of dimension really. The various

Jatis composing a Varna are supposedly on the footing of equality. The
movement of a Jati or some members of a Jati to the Varna complex
higher than its original one constitutes mobility. Yet it does not mean
absorption in higher Jatis.

Even at the cost of repetition, it would be uzeful to spell out
the varcious refervence groups and their implications {for mebility within
the Caste systerm, bassd on the preceding anslysis. Keeping in mind
the Rural-Urban dimension one can ses that the Rural society tends to
have its own geoups as reference grouvps, vxcept in the case of
Brahminisation., Br‘.a:‘in.g in mind the time dimencicon, one has to
remember that in modem times the Great Traditien and the Vamne
complex and to & ceriain extent the provess of secularisation (all
pertinent to Urbaa Society) have provided Reference Groups to rural
society, thus in a way holding out possibilities of mability. These
Reference Groups have consequences for the gratification-discipline
dilernma and the dilemma of the gcope of the significance of the object,
to a very negligible extent though. The prervequisite for the
effectiveness of these Reference Groups, however, i- the movement

of people to and fro from rural to urban society, coupled with the
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It is, to my mind, clearly a case of the Kingly Model being effective
as a Refervence Group. Trading and commercial activities can

also be resorted to by any touchable caste. The Vaisya Model can
thus he cho-+n s a Reference Group by any caste Hindu, theoretically
speaking., Theuph is practics there tends to be # Valeya caste In
every sitable willage, vasorting (o such activity.

Thus, ewcep? jor the Xingly Model, there i< no grher Refevence
Group which holds ouvt even a remote poszibility of ab-orpiion indo =
higher Varna complex. Even in the case of the Kingly Model, the
caste concerned has to carry on a relentless struggle to sttain
higher ritual status and acceptability in the Kshatriya Varna complex.
This doeg not in any way mean abgorption into higher castes. All
that really happens ix that cne more caste is added to the Varna
complex.

Secularisation has made very little impact, except at a verbal
level, on rural society. il Hewever, with the help and encouragement
by state, the untouchables have been attempting to raise their status
by changing their names. In Maharashtra it is common, particularly
in the case of persons belonging to lower castes, to call perscns by
their caste names. The caste name is treated as a family name,

e.g. Gonpat Mahaw, Shiva Chambhar, Namds=o Bhavadi, «tc., thu-
revealing the caste identity of the persons concevned. In order tc
obliterate caste distinctions, the Government of Bombay facilitated
change of names =o that the caste identity may not be rovealed

I under-tand that in 4 village in the Kolhapur Distvict, Maharashtrs
State, six persons, all untouchables, changed their names= in ovder
to ensure 3 change in their rank poxition. It is reported that a= »
result their rank status improved. For want of actual investigation
into the matter, [ cannot accept the validity of the report. The

instance is, however, cited just to point towards the development of

11
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new Reference Groups, particularly with the state backing. Active
contact with urban society, not to say power, is thus necessary for
the process of secularisation to make any progress in rural society.
As for the Urban Socicty, taking into account the time
dimen=ion, the Great Tradition and the Virna complex provided the
Reference Groups in earlier times. In modern timea, however, the
emphasi= on cognitive orientation, performance and the diffuseness
of the scope of significance of the cbject sef up different types of
Reference Groups. Thus, emphasis is placed on limiting the
particularistic tendencies embodied in the caste system. The step
taken by the Government of India to abolich the entry of caste in
any government record may be cited as an example of such efforis.
Every effort is made tc promote universalistic orientation, which
again iz exemplified by the governmental effort to throw open public
places of worship to everyone, irrespective of caste. Broadly, it
may be said that Liheral Group is chosen as Reference Group. It
should be added here that liberal attitude has been inculcated in India
through her contact with the western civilization and the untiring
efforts of her leaders like Mahatma Gandhi. The increasing
emphasis on performance makaez for the choice of objective criteria
for determining status. Thus education and training, skill and
capacily, etc. come to be emphazized rather than ca-te for
determining one's status. Here again, efforts are made te limit
the role of caste. Thus, rec¢ruliment o posts is made ivrespective
of caste. The emphasis i< cleacly on performance and achievement.
The stste has actively pur:ued this poelicy. Objective criteria are
emphasized, thereby promoting mobility. The Reference Group is
clearly provided by western civilization. The process of secularisation,
with its emphasis on the diffuseness of the scope of the zignificance
of the object, further delimits the trammels of caste society. Here,
toa, the state in India has promoted such development by declaring

India te be a Secular State.  Secularisition logically means eschewing
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of caste as a determinant of status. In this context the desire and

the efforts on the part of some members of the higher castes to
dissociste themselves completely from caste crganizations must be
mentioned. That the top leadership of the Labour Movement has been
confired to higher castes is a ¢ase in poini. The increasing emphasis
on objective forces has helped mobility » great deal. A variety of
careers ave open to pople in terms of which they can ensure a rise

in their status. A person can choore a career, irrespective of his
carte. The migration of the lower castes to Urban Seciety has become
meaningful for them only due to this. For in Urban Society, the lower
castes are not subject to restrictions of caste in the choice of 2
career. There is a wide variety of Groups which can be chosen as
Reference Groups.

However, it must be reiterated that such a situation dees not
hold good for all the layers in the Urban Society. ¥For certain sections
of pecple, particularly the recent immigrants, the Great Tradition and
the Varna cemplex, still are the Reference Groups and therefore
provide but limited avenues of mobility within caste. Second, in s0
far a< the layers most affected by the development mentioned above
have belonged to the higher castes, a complete disregard of raste is
not feasible. Therefore the change that comes= about is a change
vwrithin the sy<temn and not of the system. In thiz context. 1 would like
to pursue the peint mentioned eariler, Yi‘f‘. that the highes castes
constitute a dual reference group in so far as they are also the most
atfected layer by the process of liberalisation, modernization «tc.

I think, it is of great significance to mention here that in Poona
iMaharashtra State) certain typical Brahmin names were adopted by
gome studenis in the Backward Class Hostels, notwithstanding the
injustices meted out to the untouchables by Brahmins. This opens
poasibilities of ambivalent attitudes towards the Brahmin reference
group due to the desire to identify with the Brahmin group due to its
secularisation and prestige and the accompanying hostility towards
Brahming due to their superordination and arrcgance. Thus a group
iz chosen as a reference group with a great deal of misgivings and

reservations.
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Concluding Remarks

We have dizcugsed the various Reference Groups and their
implic ativas fov mobility within the Caste system. Now it remains
for u.s te fxamine whethev the solection or vejection of reference
group- is in itself dependent on the patuse of the social structure and
the visibility of norms and values, ete. The question will be examined
with reference to the two dimensions mentioned above, To start with
we discuss the Rural-Urban dimension. In the case of the rural
society, we note that a signiticant change in the social structure has
not come about in so far ax kinchip and caste continue to provide the
predominant reference groups. By and large we get a picture of
immobility. The interplay of ritual and secular forces makes for
the acceptance of the status quo of the caste hierarchy. It is true
that the rural society has been of late exposed more to the Great
Tradition and Varna complex due to the increasing contact with the
urban sociaty. In this case the choice of reference groups is
facilitated by the visibility of norms and by the nature of the social
structure. I have menticned earvlier that secularization has made but
little progress, if at all. So the reference groups chosen tend to
promote only a small rate of mobility. Even in respect of the urban
society, the system of stratification curbs the wide =preading of
universalistic orientation, emphasis on achievement and diffuseness.
It =hould, however, be mentionsd that the constitutional and legal
gtandbys, coupled with a freer vystem of cemmunication and inter-
action render possible the selection of groups other than cne's
membership group as reference groups. I have already mentioned
how the model in terms= of secularization if_-x. open tc all. I have also
mentioned how inasmuch 2& the higher castes have so far had a
moncpoly of being exposed to modern, liberalizing forces, complica-
tions are likely to arise in effective mobility. There iz no doubt
increaging emphasis on achievement and to that extent the possaibility

of 2 wide choice of reference groups. But in view of the cperation of
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/.dﬁ-ional and modern torces simultaneously, such choice tends to
be limited. The social structure limits visibility of alternate
values and norma.

As for the Lime ‘C‘liﬁ"lf?f}“iﬁ‘]i. there iz no doubt thet of late the
urban socicty ha< bren ajfected by the forces of universalism, achieve-
ment and difiussn<«< than hefure. Hence, the cholcs of veference
groups has increased.

To vuminarize the discugsien one can =ay that the ruval
society is governed by forver such as the Litile Tradition, the Jati,
particularistic orientation and dependence oen  caste attributes,
ascriptive basis of stalus, specificity in terms of Brabhminisation and
ag such wffer very litile in respect of reference groups and of
mobility. In =c far as the Rural Society is exposed to the Great
Tradition and the Yarna complex, sorae choice ig possible in regpect
of reference groups and some measure of mobility toa iz pesaible.
The urban society oifers & wider variety of reference groups and
promotes mobility. In the urban society the increasing exposure
to forces of universalism, achievement basis of status and diffuse-
negs facilitate the cheice of reference groups and mobility., Though
even here the nature of the zocizl structure puts limitations on such

choive and on the rafte of mobility. The changs i= withinc the system,
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