COMMUNICATION OF MODERN IDEAS
AND KNOWLEDGE IN INDIAN VILLAGES

By
Dr. Y B. Daml_e

Price Rs. 7.50

DECCAN COLLEGE

Poona, (India)



Communitations Program
India Project
E/55-22

COMMUNICLTLION OF WMODERN IDsas »ND KNOWLEDGE
IN INDIAN VILLAGES

Y.B. Damle
Department of Anthropology and Sociology

Deccan College Postgreduate and Research Institute
POONA - 6 (INDIA)

This paper was prepared under a grant
from the Centre for International Studies.

Center for International Siudies
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Cambridge, Massachusetts
October 1955



In 1952 and 1953 Dr. Y.3. Damle of the Deccan College,
Poons, studied the penctration of certain modern scientific
ideas such ..s the germ thecory of disc se, vitawmins, etc.
into seven Indian villages. The seven villi,es were choscn
so as to form & scalc along the continuum of communication
distance from an urban center. The study was an imaginotive
and intercsting one which contributed much to our knowledge
of communication in village Indiz. So when Dr. Damle
sugsested that he would like to re-visit the s.me villages
to observe what chznges had taken place and zlso to explore
the knowle dge of national and international affairs in themn,
we were delighted with the proposal and invited Dr. Damle
to procecd with it in association with the Research Program
in International Communic: tion. The following document re-
presents the resultof Dr. Damletls second excursion into
the villages. It presents his findings concerning village
knowledge of national uznd world affairs.

The problem of communicution of modern ideas to the
500,000 villages of India is & central one for India's
development program. Rural roads are becing built to bring
into contact with the outside world. The All-India Radio
has taken as its major objective the placing of community
radio scts in villege centers, znddt addresses its most
important programs to them. Yet thousunds of villages arc
still untouched, and most are only graduzlly coming into
contact with the agencies of progress and development.

Dr. Damle's paper showo how profound the effcct which
being thrown into contact with the modern world can have.
That has been noted in many studics of modernization.

Whether in the villege of Bopudi, India, or in the village

of Balgat, Turkey, = peasant village can beconc almost
overnight a part of & new urbun civilization. Yet the

impeet of this modernigzotion is uneven. Daniel Lerner's
study of modernization in the WMiddle Bast (soon to be
published by thig research progrem) has stressed the
profound psychological conseguences of such a transformation.
Dr. Damle has strczsed rather the shallowncess of the chenges
produced if the changes are not functional fer the people
who experience them. There is no contradiction between

these points. They both express real aspects of the process.

In many respects Dr. Domle's paper is bouna to be
an eye opcnur for persons cducated in an urban civilizetion
who are not familier with the kind of villuge society
which he is describing. It is startling to leorn of &
villige —-- even the nost remote one of the seven —— where
only one informant and he the heuwd nun hed ¢ver heard of
Jawuharlal Nehru. Yet it is not this cxtrere situ tion
that is most significant, but rather the areas of knuowledge



(ii)

and ignorunce in the more typical villiges near the nid-
point of the sculc. As Dr. Dumle points out, whut the
villigers know is whut 1is functionszl to them. To an
American the fact that the world is divided into two
cntagonistic campe. with the correspending men:.co of
atopie war scoems of such overwhelmin, inport thet we noy
think it is & fuel known ot the nost cxtrome limits of
ehaniels of commun.eation. Yoit, Jr, znnle founo «

villige where occa.slonsl newspapers Lo r.-d, but thi
focts lecrned from then did not include knowledge of the
world bolince of power. The reoding wos zclective.
Knowlcdge of modern attitudes towards coete nd attenpts
at reforn of such troditions and custons penctroted for
further thoan did knowledge of world politics. So too

did knowledge of India's Five Ye.r Plon und attenpts at
agricultural improvement. Except for the very most remote
villauge in the series of seven thesc ideas were frequently
known. Within world politics events thot touch Indic
such as development in Goa and Pakisten werce oftcn more
widely known than the struggles of world megnitude. The
roverberations of the cold war scem to h: ve becn heard not
much further th:n halfwny through the scole of villages.

As Dr. Damle points out, this confirms o gencral
socivl science insight. The perception of comnunications
is not independent of their function for thedudicnec.

A study of communicutions rust be @ study of the entire
social structurc wnd of the vilues =nd .spiructions of the
people involved. Factual information carries little weight
except where it hi.s some personal neaning to the people who
hear 1L,

Indevd, it is stri.ing in Dr. Dimle's report thot
certein of the boasic attitudes expressed in Indiwn foreign
policy ure widely cnd strongly felt while the ficts on whic
wt first glounce, they seen to be buscd cre not known.
Villogerswho do not know the facts of the celé war cven
in -such.elenentiry respeets ws the neme of Russic :nd
the United Stetes .nd the cherceter of thcir rel.otiouship
ney belicve strongly thot greot powers should settle their
disputes by peuceful mepns. In o vill g where only ong
inforrent knew cbout U.S. Arns 4id to Pokistoan or cbout
the Korcoan Wor wund the role pliyud by Incdia in .t itrucey,
there wos o« gencrel fuoling thet Indic must neintoin
neutr:1ity. The pelicy attitude is ofeern anterior to .
the purticulir ficts nbout which it is wapressed. The
feets ry be lenyned if they correspond to thosc wtiitudes
mng feelings, c.g., villogers who knew ncothing clse cbout
Chinc. knew of "the fricndly ties betweer India cnd Chine.™

) It is o pleosure for the Internutionsl Communci:tion
Progron to publish 4 study s full of (1luminctisn nd 8
consciwnticusly :nd in.gincetively done g this cune. It hes
profound inplications not e¢nly for intornmational relotions
but also for the inpl.om.nt  tion of Indin's developmient
pProgroms.

Tthicl de Sol:a: Ponrl
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1. PuuBLoli aby SCuFws Ol td: sNGUIAY

o iz, 5 of ficld study of
pops medd Blon SX e i {,;:Il\hu ¢ drto szme Indian
¥illieeS. The dupa. ; th,uf Bleis o R b
Both for lhesrebie.l (id prgtic 1 ;nrpuub: hordly
be 8tresbed. In .1 oge which bolicwves in nutue.d
eetori 1 .rnd nonn.teri 1, the problon of commnic .
csounes wll the grolter sl}ﬁifiCK;C,. The pobier
nicoation both intronctionsl rnd dnvernstiont]l in mo snnll way
deterring intesn.tiontl ond 1ntbrnmllow‘l relotions.,

Ll s Vel LI

The difiusion

i) into seven villoges of the following
modern idens nd “1nd9

of kmowledge & s studied.

1. Inform.tisn zbout the nationzl political scene
knowledge of leaders, how mny notionsl lerders
cre known cnd by how meny persons.

2. Knowledge of n .tionnl polieics: who rulus the notions
division of the country; soci:il rnd ccoromic
policies of the stite, v.g., Five Yeor Plon, cxtension
Projucts, comrmnity developrent projects, notional
bonds .nd lo:ns: sceulorisn; different ideologles,
€.8., the copitilist, the soci list, ¢nd the
comunist; bolition of untouchability znd doing
cwey with arbitrery differences beotween the two
scxcu .nd between different groups of people.

3. Knowlieége buut world politic-.l structurd:

cwereness of the Tt of the édivision oi the world

into two maln Cunps, thg Aricricen .nd the Sovioet;
knowlod; »nd  1lso of Torcign

P 1¢01ﬁ. She. loo tden, rw. Alng,

nd o slgnid : wee, Russia,

Chiﬂu, afrio. soylor Pokist ay Ingd -Ciire, ¢te.3

Enowlodyre Lobh S
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G Frcatd onsl pelielcs nd wventsd
DD eI, wivpy Bulle¥ 5 Al Tioon tepimigol

mond Tinemed l 1d‘ U.8. arrs &£id to P. kisgi.n;
Russi'n rnd nﬂprlc n tensiomsy; whe ore cur fricnds
rnd chnermies; oom worldé problous be salved with
the nelp of tlur.*,:; whornt should we befriend;
cun Indir. remwdn neutr . l; if not, whom should
we join.

5. Awrrness of nodern ide.s rogurding custe nd

T 11y1km, cxtont of rotionlismy cworencess of
the modern concept of essentiszl couslity of =1l
hun.n beings.



6. Irmpuet of new ides of reere: disn: novius, radio,
sperts, ote.

{o How w o tihiiu & cowlryeds through eont ot
Wit Bl dides rsy legtures, pulltic 1
prOR G ECI 5

Phis.lioct of Liae Zloer buddie” ele. r hoaw the

problon of commaunic. i s veun tacileds  Soth intro..
n..tioncl “nd intern ticinl itens oi curwwnieniion woere

o olyzed. DLimited +s th. s:iuple of ¢och of these wis,
nevertheless, thiy brought cut the rel:tive prodonin nce

of knowledge of the foriwr over thedutter. To put it

in :nother fishion, t:v porspective of the vill:iges i kes
for grooter cormunic.bility of certuin itcems. An nclysis
of the functioncl rel..tionships which ~.ficet the comrmunic. .-
bility of some idens ind the poor cemrunicability of others
would h..ve inmplicctions for proctic:l policy. -

II. MeTHODS AND PROCEDURLS

The scven villuges scleeted for study hove differont
degress of rol tionship with the city. Their spaticl
dist.nece from Yoono (their ncurcst city) roanged from one
to c¢ighty nilcs so the functioningbi cxterncl ..gencics in
somc of the villiges (ffeeted their rcecepticn of comwniern-
tions. The s ome scven vill.ges hod been visited by the
Luthor oo yeor coplicr in . sutdy which hi.d been sagicsted by
Professor Rolph Turncr of Yole University. Thé  study,
which will be published shortly, cxplored the dififusion
inte those seven vill ges of cort dn modein ide s prticulrrly
dr vm fron the ficld of sciunce. The resent study w s
designed to explore . different rompe o1 cern ide s,
pirticularly ones pert dning to n. tion 1 intern: tion.l
. ff.irs 'and probluns.

It w s felt th 4 the sroblem shoull be :n.dysed
frem the structurc-functisn 1 point of vios in order to
tickle - dequotély its different rinific tions, p.riicul..rly

2h.t of diffurentisl sonpamie SHon smenticaed JUst bhovie.
The structurc—-function 1 point of view h.s been ne tly
clibor: ted by ¥erton in his bk Scei 1 Theorey  néd 1
Efqi‘] Structurc. Its fr nmcwork of (milysis is utilized.
This ducs not, however, ne mn th t there is @ complete .nd
wnqui.lificd ucceptince of Merton's position.

_ Different touls were used to Hbtidn th. necoss.ry

infone tion, Intervicwing nd observ. tion woerce the ncdn

tolls. The schedule cont ining the quostions h.d

Sulwtlnes to be kept in the b.ckground. Ixpericnce in the

Vvill ges proves thet gre tor inform ti-n c¢'n be bt incd by
13 B

inforn.l ch ts :nd discussisns thin by .skin. str ight




questions. The cuusticons h d t¢ be mixed with .. good de 1
of other convers. tiuvn.

The nethoed of ppro ch w8 nore or less unifurm fur
11 thy wilk.guse. Th. first thing w» & to pprereh the
vill gc Patil or the Heodoom, hrough his gocd =fiices
contact wis estublished with other nenbers of the cormrmunity.
The cent..ets th 't h d been develeped the year befire proved
extreuely holpful, mking it ensicr te drow peoplc into
discussions,

No singling ocut of :ny individuzl was necessary s far
ns the conson perscns were concerncds  Detciled discussions
were held with inportant persons from the villages prinnrily
to check on the information available ffom the coryon people,
t> assess the differential character of the process of
conmunigtion and also to pinpoint the loczl chunnels of
comnunig¢:tion. Persons belonging to different age-grades
were interviewed.

Chojge of the Villages

Cities have always been properly regarded as disseminators
of ideas and knowledge. So in the choice of the villoges to be
studied the distance fron Poona City was one of the most impor—
tant considerations. The distances of the different villages
selected for study ocrc as follows :-

1. Bopudi, on the outskirts of Poona City and now
included within the City Corporation limits.

2. Bubhashwadi(Manjri), 11 miles.

3« Muthe, 24 niles.

44 Andgoon, 26 riles.

5« Kondhur, 20 nmilcs.

6. 4hupe, 80 niles.

T Patorn, T2 pilas.
This lends itsclf to scole anclysis, which is given later.
ihe ncarness or ctherwisc of o village tc city would be of crucizl
inportance in the process of conmunication. A scologran is
constructed t¢ assess the sanc znd is given in the Appendix.

These villages represcnt not merely difference of distance
but 2lso of relave anenability to connmunicotion controsted with

relative isolation. This point will be cleboruted by giving
relevant topographical descriptions.f ecch village.



In addition tu distaonec, technolugical developnont —-
fron hignly developed technology to the st prinitive -—-
figured proninently in the ehoice &f the sanple.

The relotive sinplicity or conplexity of swelrl
strue lure w.8 -~lsc on inportont [oetor witddeh was given
ndequate consideratisn.  This will be oloborated loter.

Then ognin, the functicning of cxternsl cgeneies,
such .8 the Sarvodoya Centre or o political purty waich
established collectivist forming in « villoge, was
considercd in the selceetion of the sample. 4 detidled
description of thesc extern:l cgeneics becones essential
in order to upprecicte cflectlvely their role in the process
of corraunication.

The Sarvcodays iwovercnt derives its inspiration chiefly
from Mzhotno Gendhi's teachings. The cophasis placed upon
eonstructive work by Mzhatnma Gondhi can be sscid to have given
rise to the movenent, though Gondhi died before its formulation.
After his denise persons subscribing to his ph#losophy of
constructive work got together to discuss ways ond means to
furth.r constructive activitics. 4 confercnce of such workers
was held at Sevagren Wardhe in March 1948 under the president-
shipy of Dr Rajendra Prasad. This confercnce decided to form 2
brother-hood of persons who have faith in Gendhian princiyles.
This brothcr-hood is nomed "Scrvodaya Samaj". The aim of
this froternity is to strive toward the cstablishment of a
sueial order based on truth and non-vioclence, wherein there
would be no differences of caste or religion, wherein there
would be no op:ortunity for one to expleit the other, and
whercin there would be anjlc scope for the jrogressive
develorrent of both the individual #nd the corporite group.
For the jpurpose of achieving these ends the following
neasures hove to be taken @ (1) comrunal harnony,

(2) abolition of untouchability, (3) ~bolition of coste
differences, (4) srohibiticen of sidiritu:us drinks, (5) Khadi*
and other village industriecs, (6) village sonitotion, (7)equel
rights and stotus for men and wonen, (85 heclth ond
srnitation, (9) develorrent of regional longuszges (10) new
instruction, (11) doing away with nerrow rovinciclisn,

%12) canmpuign for naking Hindu the noticnal lunguage,

13) ccononic cquality, (14) azgricultural improvenent,

(15) organizing workers (16) w -lift of the aborigincs,

(17) organizing students, (18) aid tc destitutes ond
suffering, (19% cow-service, and (2) nsture theepapy for

the treatnent of disease.

Any perscon who has foith in these rinciiles can join
the novenent. The «in is to bring about an zll-sided
inprovenent in the life of the neople ond te ovoid lopsided
developnient, which also creates serious -roblens. It is not
& movenent fron without but from within. Therefore, cardinal
imjcrtance is oattached to the trinity of sclf-depcndence,
self-h.lp, nnd cooperation.



The Governnent »f Indin rnd stote governrients haove given
pfiicind T Hltl)ﬂ ts the novenent. Reecently, the President
af Indds, Dr. Bnjomirs Prossd, wddressot the Scrvednya
Smﬁ“clﬁn(0~nfurunou) at Puri in Orissr. Stote Sorvadoy»
coprdttees have boeon formed and ;f_‘,ri‘.nhm S Qi,iVC]'l for S"lrvf‘u'-{f‘uyf",
work through these ermmdttecs.  adacd inm otus is being s ught
for the rwvenunt.

The Subhash Colleetive Cow, crntive Forners Sccicty—-—
village of Subhashwidi durives its n'rne fron the netivitics
of this suciety——woasstorted in ecrly 1948. However, it took
sormc time before it could start functioning cffectively. There
arc two persons who chiefly sjponscred the sceiety. Oneof then
is an agricultural groduate znd works os mNLEGCT oI the culle-
ctive farnm. Both of then are sucialists in ideology ond
proctice. Initially, the whole idea was ol oscd by vested inter-
gsts. Therefore, while enlisting members core was token to
enlist land-less laborers. The society sceured o loase on 223
acres of governnent recloined lond. The i of creating a
social order bused on the aboliticn ¢f uncarned income has becen
the guiding impctus behind the Subhosh Collective Coouperctive
Ferners Society, Ltd.,. Cunugquentlyf“a new turn has been given
tc the life ¢f the jeci;le in the villoege of Subhashwadi. The
entire structurec h.° been changed, Wlth desirable consequences
for c¢fficient functioning of o soceinl systen.

The order in which the scven villoges are discussced is
that ¢f their conrunic:.tions distsnecc frorm Poona, ic., their
degree of isoglation. Thus the villoges fron the Anbegnon Teluka
(Ambegnen subdistrict) are discussed first. 4nong these the vi-
lilage of Poton is discusscd first becrusce of its isulntion
fron the nocern werld, though it is only 72 niles away fron Poonz
City whilc ihuj; ¢ is 80 wmiles wway. Villages fron the Mulshi
Toluke zre discusscd next. Adhering to the »rineci. le
rentioned ~bove, Kondhur is dis scusse first becouse ¢f the
cbsence of nn externsl ngeney, while Andgoon ond Muthe, where the
Sarvedayn Contre hog been functioning, rre discusscd loter.
dext ecnes the Hoveli Toluke.  Subhashwndi is discussed.  Then
Bopudi fron the Pienn City Tnlukn is discussed.

£11 the seven villa s studicd are from the Peona Distric.
11T, PIHDIEGS

Aanbegaon Taluks @ 1. PaDLl

Potin is 72 miles northwest of Poune City. To reach Patan
one hes tu troavel by apublic bus u, to Anbegaon (60 miles) end
then trek the rermoining 12 niles. Not cven bull ck carts can
reach Poton since the path is through hills »nd jungles.



1n foet, the whole tro.ct is forwmed by the ronges of the Snhyadri
dountoin. Poton is nbout 4,000 feet nbove sen level.  The troet
gete plenty of roin, ranging from 130 inches o 175 inches por
It is :rin-rily = riece groawing aren ~nd is fomaus for

T o
g me® . : . ' .
rice 2f ol gu iity. Othor curcenls Tike Heehoni (roscve——o

grain CUNVsUrus CUrUCihus or <lusine corcconn) and vari (the
croin coix barbo ta) ore olso grown to su.: lunient the dict of
the sooplce  An spite of this the ;ceple suffer from storv: tion
for o couple of months .. yerr. The villege is surrounded on

all four sidces by hills cnd thus is isoloted from the rest
of the world. It is o tiny villoge with an area of 1.9 sq.
miles ond o totol popul-.tion of 51 persons.

Except for one houschold, thot of the local Mah r who
perferied =11 scrts vf functions frem ecorrying nmessoge 1o
scavenging, 11 othier inhabitents are Mohadeo Koli.

K- hodeo Keli is o Hindu tribe. Actually, the epithet Mahodeo
is derived from worship of the God Shank~ra, the Mahadeo

(thd big God). It dis prinarily en sgricultural tribe.

"It is proboble that they (Kolis) arce o nongrel roce, ond
hove sprung fron )llisnces formed between Hindus cnd
aborigin~l ribes "< The Mohor is fed by every housc 1in return
fo certoin scrvices he renders tc the comnmunity.

Only one of the villegers is literate, and he left the
vill.ge nore thin o yeor ago ond went to o suburb of Bonbay
to work os o lobourer in o fretory. Only four persuns hove
seun o train. Only those four persons howe hod 2. ride in o
notor bus, though the rest of the vill.gers h .ve scen one s
thcy hove to go to Awbvg W UVLEY ngabsday to the woekly
baza r to buy overything from s-1t mnd 0il to clothes.,

I\ful’.i.u ¢f then hoove seon Yoonn,

The Patil (He. d&eon), feur other perscons, ond the Huhor
were interviewed. It rust be sodid tht there wes no difficulty
whotsoeveX in interviewing.

1. These L lb know ¢.bout indcpendence though not

bout the tition 2 £ tho c*uztry Only the Patil
h:.d scen Mohatiw Gondhi when he went to Bonboy in his
young doys.  bene, oxcept for hin, knews tbout

Jowshoerll Nehru, BHis knowledee riny be duc to the
functionnl rcelotionship which such knowlcdge berrs
o the 1,.;'ot of n T iy v T He is p-‘uiu. s 40 ver nonth
by thoe governncnt for dischoarging functions like
collecting revenue, wnoint:ing low =nd order in the
village, :nd roporting to the T-luka authoritics
if enything scrious hopiens in the villoge.

NS

Only thc Patil knew thi.t Jowahorlel Nehru ruled
Indic, He did not know cnything ncre sbeut
no.tions]l policics.,



3, Knewledpe of world 1olitic'l stiucturce: Fil.

4. Knowledge 2f intoern: tion 1l ;olicics :nd ¢ventss
Bil.

o4

B AWcrrncas of podorn ide o wn ehste ad religicm: Nil,

6. Only the Potil hes s.en . ;yih;l,tiC"l piavie din
Boybrnye He hos lse herd - liwdspecdier in 4
rocting. Ho inpet wo ts.ever of ony new dide

7. Sonie of then hove nttended clection prop .grondo
nectings., However, they hove no foith in pre-
eleetion provisces. Only during cpidemics do they
get nedic:l aid fron Governixnt. No -geney <f
comounic tion h=s reoched the villoge.

Patan thus proscnts thoe speetoele of o relotively
sinple structurc, untsuched by tny inncviticn. The tribal
sceinl structurce is devoid of rny c¢ffective cont:ct with
the outside world. The structure is static. No new iten

h:s beevne oither functionzl or dysfunctional.

i sHUPE

thupe is 80 miles northwest -f roono City. Fron
lubegoon one ks to w.lk 20 11dles tarougl hills ind jungles
tu resch dhupe. It is mbout 5,000 fect cbove sco level and
Hi8 im wren of 10 sge 3dles with £ populbticn 9F 350
IS NS ahune is u11b. od on ono the perks of the
Dovn bolow it, th e pl oces with which
scught. TFor ins t-.et hos been cstabli-
Kgly;n, L3 ) inyvxt, .y Juneti.n, wnd,
Kelyon, with B.sbay. Ehc c.nt:et is no duvubd
wing to the ciffieult rsiu, Hesidents AT
srlyen bo sell thedr ghues. Bite is the

thoug: it is suplomwntes by cervils like
vri. There 'r¢ plenty of uileh enttle and
riges the guesti f swllin;, rdlk pr:ducts,

F
sloee contet bebwosn the yeuple HE the Juteide

. Out of the tot°1 g ‘ul-tian sf 350, therc are 323
?5A'dc_ Kelis ~iné the st ore Mohrrs. On intoerviewing
1t ?is_¢ﬁunx th. t thy M,Amfs werd ruch b tter infrrméd
th'n the rest of the people owing to their cntset with
S. Mithers wdgroted to Bonbry £ o ocoloynont ond
Inpraeve theizr let. L5 ll\, fherd @y
'ftrnuiilun rovde by the i node Xolis b out the

glecting, thneir tr e l duty. The
Ln;wlcu,; . the peoit 5 rd 1
vefunctiinal to the loo:




Likewisc, contct with thoe cutsidc world and the conse-
—_— nt Adig-serdinntion of knowledge hms given rise to o feeling
“f Zdiscontent ond unho)iness ciangst the peoule owing to
LL,HT lack of rosauyées=<boih Eterisl "nd nonr®terinl. Thi
st the drgwrtace ~f mudkdng ¢ ely e distinetisn bbt
15T C:S -

wgvn oubjgctivc otdvesivas cund Jbjcetdive can

Strqctur-l g:onstradnts nlss rdlit te agr 1u&t thb ful-
#il-ent 3f the peorles' wish fov ¢due tisn.  The nletlieon of
the wlnecc during the rainy sceascen hinders the e ntlnuanob
51 ﬂny ctuside tenchcr. Sone of the lécnl youths are ode-

s tenchers, but they are wnwilling

quntely cduc.ted to work
t. live in the villege f.r want of 2nenities. Thus their
education becones ,Ositiley dysfunctional. The lotent fun-
ctions of cities, viz., frecdom fronm nonusl labor, cheap types
of recrvetion, freedon frum resprnsibility, ete., seen to

hzve been tronsforned ints nenifest functions for o stratunm
of the cormunity. #nd thiet explnins the urge on the part of
sone to leave the villege in favor of o city. Neturally
encugh cities are lucked upen with a geed N,Ll of suspicion

by the locul people. The nonifest functin of eitics, viz.,
to disserdncte new ldeas, scuns to have bbun attained. Mere
disscminition of ideas ceases tu have the desired consequence
cwing to the inadequacy =f the social structure, 2 cose f
discrepancy between subjective notivation ond objective con-
scquences.  This in turn adversely ~ffcects the utility of
corrunication.

Ninc¢ persons were interviewcd ocut of which two were
Mohers. One of the psrsuns intervicewed hoed his troining
up te the natricul.tion stnge (tr“*u ti.n in the Ancrican
reoning of 1he tern) in Kelya Intervicws werc quite frank

e © Wl _,cl’*'_,tl\'k,.

1. The pe ple know ~bout the 211 wing leaders : Nehru
Gondhi, Morarji Deszi.  The Mohors know
Oy, snbedksr, the ferious vin o f thelr cousea.
he y uth menti ned ob ve know some stote rinisters,

~

Ciey TrnTsc nd  Hipb~lker.
2 There wos sworness K thepnrt . f the pe.onle of the
“ttoinment ;‘11 i, 1nfbt_nﬂwncb by Indi:

1

Avisisn of the ¢ untiy, an® C-ngoress rule, A
Y uth kncw viglucly about the Five Yoor Plon,
though not ~bout the cxtensicn vrejoets or the
cerrunity developrent projects. He nlse knew
2beut the messurcs token by the stote to

r.iuce cecnorie incquidlitics, o.f., the toenoney
1Lu1°l tivn.  Feople in gencr-1l knew sbout the
+buliti n of untovchability by 1l7w. DBxecypting
the Hehors, n one o roved f this neasure.

11'[3 wis clerrly dysifuncti-n~l £ r then., It hns
Deun nbntl.nbﬂ parliet thrat the refuzal on the
pert of the Mohors t0 perf o rn their troditional



functionsg has been th- c~use of a feelinz of
ainimosity oAl them on tha parst ol the
local communi

1. Vnogled e o1 world polltiosl soraeturer 771

.}—"’
°

Yo Only ©wo narzong mew zbout tha aodsrn notlons
regarding caste. They knsw th:t Lthe wmodern
ideolosy wag to abolish distinctions of caste.
This wasg dysfunctional for thesan and they

axpressed their objzction to thz sane.

5., Only two pzrsons have seen a movie in 3ombav
or Poona.

7. The knowledge of new ideas and developmznts
is gsined tnrough contact with cities like
Poonz and Bomba7. Kinghip playvs an important
role in the dissemination of modern knowledge
and idcas.

Ahupe thus presents the picture of a tribal social
neture zxposed to sxternal influence. Such an
boslire causes stresses and strains to bhs social structure.
The priaitive siructure is peﬁullorjf valnerable to
influence from within znd withou:. Structural constraints
and inaceguacy of social structure prevent modern id=as and
knowledge from be ari*l'r a Tunctional rslationship to the
system. This raises the problem of :Om“rol oi communication;
the ~lternative to the gzme being strengthening of the
social

stm
€

T 50 a5 O enanle it +to absorb nevw ideas and
‘tnowldgs gaiafully.

aluka: 3.  XONUUR

Hondhur is 20 milas vouth:e:t oi" Poonz “ity. To reach

ndnur one hes to travel br a1 wohor upto Urwﬁde

“-OL‘L
miles -- angd then walk 10 milss. Xo
‘rom Muthe by the river Muths. The @

Yel the villaze is furned into an isi Z
aonsoon. The average rainigll is 130 inches per ye=r.

In eﬁ.it on to thz natural isolstion, culturel isolation
impingas on the local inhabitants as She Sarvodaye

Centre has not axtended its field ol activities to Kondhur.

The topal polulation of Yonchur is 841. A primary

school is functionins thsre. Hou the total ﬂumber of
llb“LatﬁS is only 25. Xonahkur 14 a vrlaltive and ¢

tredition=1l viliage. Only Tour parsons have besen eﬂucated

in Yoons. o inrovation has reac ondhur. Desplte
ths wishes of the peonle, whabever Ji:s h=ve boen

—
(‘
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introcuced in Mpythe have not bean introduced in Koncdhur.
The discrepancy be .ween subjzctive dispositions andg
ﬂJ]FCElVL POJwP%”3QP”S iz heightonsd bv the insdequacy
oi the gocil structiy The inh bitaants of Londhur hasd
T reguigit: ﬂ0u¢f‘b10n to Lncorporata new 1t\4¢ but 1

=

tho me-ng Lo pdv it into

A
CEet .

5ix persons vare Intarviewed. On: of them ins en
iniluential lend-owner, another was thy PEtil (Headan),
and th: rest wers caltlvjtors.

1. FPeople havye hear aboutb liorarji UeJQ_, the
ief liinister of Bombar; Nehru an? Gandni.

. Only two p:isons have hearé about ths Tive Year
Plan. Peojle in zeneral vazuelv ltnew that the
Indian Republic hac¢ diclarec itself to be a secular
state. Houever, they did not at all approve.
Secularisn, tha? falt, i< dysfunctional to the
Tndisn social system. Pgople also knew that
unuouc“no111 ty has been abolished by law but did
not 1ike it. This meé~asure is dysfunctional to
thelr soclal structure, which accords a lowly
position to the lishar (the uqtoucna)le)

They knaw &bout the partition of th: country and
the creation of FP-kistan. Probebly their knowledge
ol the hapneninzs prior to the divigion of Iadi
makes them rezard secularism as thoroughly
dysfunctionnl.

0o

a

&=

"
e

3. Knowls of world vwolitieczl s tructure: Wil.
“o Knoiladze of intern-~tional wolicizs and eveiths:
911
5. The pzople are awars ol mofzrn iders about ceste
buL sironzlv obiset Lo the snuze 4 social structure
wilellh is b= oil & pavticyglar sy53¢m of relation.
snip vet sen diiferent Ccstea would nrturally
regard any mttempt to chanze that system of
relationship as » sarious threat to its
o xi 36 5 ﬁDOl\ulOH of diff{crences hassd on
casue is thus very drsfunctional %o thair
prevailing socinrl structure.
5. Impact of new ideas of recreniion: “il.
7 ‘ew ideas and knowlcd raached them through
kinship and D‘”Spﬁﬂuf . Obyiougly, thsir reading
of nevwspnvers 1s notv only ve v ~1w~5 but also
Ve 0P oTLla nlits was 2ot noted

nilghly

" o B oo
O TEuallos .




11

4, ARDGACN

fndgaon is 26 miles to the southwest of Poons~ City.
To rgach nfg on on: h s to ialk 6 ailes from Urwads, whare
the bus =tops. Riee is ihe w” jor eron. The srgo of Andzaon
ig 3 ga. tiles.e Its tot-l ponulation 1“ 930. Qdoriculture
ie ths mesin occunrtion. A subecentr: o- the Sarvedaya sama]
wes started hirﬂ three ya2»rs ago. 1t has been active in
various dirsctions: sanitation -nd Qzalt“ intro*iction of
bettar type of spinnin- hecl, cnalincg contect i1 th
zovernmaental azencics so as to ensure batter yield from

bﬁn lan?, cve. Cleanlincss, 7hich ias o latent Tunction
of the centre, has becn transformed ingo its manifest
function. Cartain itsms of its activities have become
functional for a subgroup only. Its like the cgharkha
(spimminz -'hoel) and kxmitting technioues soon lend themszlves
to bacominy functional for a1 the pecopls ovinz to their
immecdiate utility.
Ten pzrsons were intervicwd, threc oif wiom were

Sarvodaya worksrs.

1. Reswondents knew a»out Morarji Desail, Yehru,
Mr. Deshpands (Sarvodays _organizer), iir. Namdco
lfohool (Congress leader T cor uvthe and a member

of The Legislative Asse

2. Thgv know about the Consrcss rule in ths country.
Therae Wwes awareness aﬂOﬂngtﬂ-m of the logal ban
on untoucnability. ;bhlng for thonsslvas

construction works undsriaiien br the govarnmment
in that arsa like bunding, building dsus, cte.,

p20zla wore awarce of the Five Year Plang cxtension
Pro];¢t5, cte. T0 persons kncw about Pzkistan.

3 Erowlddzs of world pelitiezl sirweturs: Fil.

4. Only btwo persons szomad sware of the frignidship
[ Incie with somz foreisn countriss, z.z., China,
Theo 7 know 2bout she trobible in Goa
a7 ﬁbqut the U.5. Arms 4id to Fakistan.
?hﬁﬂe very persons also szid thet the Soviet
J? !

iton had g uoClllthlan regine as opposad Lo the
cenocratic regine in India.

il
L]

Modern ideas on casta, ete.: Hil.

Many pcoplc have secen a movia. There has been
no impact of any sort thouzh on their day-to-day
existence. Sgcing a movie can be said to be
non-functional for Lthems

(&)

5

7. Pcopla acauired now idoas and knowladzc bthrough
ths Sarvodaya Centre.
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5. MUTHE

Yuthas is 24 milcs to tho southvucst of Poona City.
stanec of 4 miles hes to be coversdé on foot from
gruade o rcach Mutha. Muthe is situated in bth: basin of
5. piver Mutha. Its arca is 4 sq. milcs. Tho total
population of uthae 1is 1,490. Th: mein occum tion of the
paopls is agriculturc. Rice is thz =i:in crop. Pulscs
Tike heans are grown to a small cxtont, Tracing in milch
cattlo is a subsidiary occunation of the naopla.

)

A

‘e

Tha S
]

sarvodava Contre was gtartcd Uhree years sg0.
Sincse 1i ception medical carc h-s i ‘g ava

: vallable
illazss. The local
a dispensary,
howsver, sald that as many as 80 p:r t of the people

do not avail thomgolves of the madical facilitics., In this
contoxt he madzs a very portinent observation.

in b
to the peopl:z of Muthe and noighbourin
medical oifficsr in charzz of the Sarvo

c

A meprc provision of medical facilitics is not
adaquatc to solve tho problom o’ villages (chronic
poverty) as it recuces the natural immhnity of the
neople to digemses. Bgsides, modern medicines and
trentmsnt are so costly that ths villazes can 1ill
afford them. Economic fmprovement, improved sani-
tation, ctc. would boc more uscful under the circum-
stanccs.

In short, medical care rendsrcd in isolation bacomes
dvsfunctional for the majoritr of th: pcopls. Ths contre
halps in putting pcople in touch with the authoritics relevant
to improvemznt in cultivation. Hoievcr, this is functional

omly for th: Uppar stratun dince it v ntrilsg exonditurs.
C5ohL, arsTmetion-l. for the v jority ol T ag thersby
i gneinl shyusbara. Thils 2y hrian), ~2008 chnie

atbreisg

i the dnsired dircetion, viz. an agitation to mak:s such
items functional for all.
Th: 3arvodaya Cantre has undoriaiion soma activitics

which are functional 7or all “he psonla, :.7., buiicing of
pucca w2lls, inoculation of ptonls ¢ st chol.ra anc¢ plaguc,
cte. The pit lstrincs and Kheddar nowavaer, functional
for a 531211 zZroup.

) ~ Intorvicus were hold with four scts of pcosles

(1) Mr. D-- thz local landlord and a povular psrson becausc
of his hclpfulncss, (2) merchents end farmcrs, (3) thoe local

o
pricst, and (4) tho mcdical officsr rzc of tne
Sarvodaysa dispenSary, whosc obs rvations havce 2lrzady

been rocorded. Ianformation, not to say a forthright analysis,
camc out not only on th: problsm on hand, but 2iso on tha
wecakness of the social structurs. It is recordced hers

e

sincc it throws g floodlight on tho foclings of the pcople.

El

o
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Mr. D discusssd tho intcrr:l“*WOHShjps awons the
differont scameits of the community and romarked that tho
Bara Balulc Systae -~ a systom waich cinsurcs occunstional
division o. la»our and intercspondcnes -- is on the point of
broakin: down. s said, "ths Mahars no lonscr ni-form their

B 1 functions® and thus the Tipst blo s bain dealt
tom.  Various factors -- zcononic, ‘Olithdl,

1:221 == ar: roswonsibls for this stats of qiv virg.

Tn short, the offort to rogister picermcal improvemcnt, s.g.,
abolition or unbouohqbilluy b.com:s positively 4yglunﬂt10na1
for bLhe entirce gystem. It .J'}_S Turthzr assartaed by hi=a the t

"ugople ars craving for a c¢oenge in thoir circumstancoes

but the .y want such s ch-nge to be offccted by somc axternal
ag ney. The springs of Local lcadsrship have almost dricd
ous." Inadequdtc social structurs, structural constraints,
and the impact of ~ternal influcnce on the marginal arcas
of thc social struecturc are hindcring any chanz: for the

batter.

Ths most noertincnt point made by th: Tarmors and
mcrchants concoernsd

the drzining of Muthc of its youth and tha
conscguent dissipation of the springs of snthusiasm
and activity. Besides, th: youths who o out

to work comc back alicn=t:? from thc villag: folks.
Thoy arz only worricd about thzir own nl asUTo
pursuits, dcvzlop = condescending attitude toward
the pcopla and do not mix with them. If anytaing,
thoy have an adverse impact on the people. Being
dissipatsd physicelly, montally and morally thov
cannot in =ny way bocoms us:sful to tha comqunity.
tils thus provis trencndously dysfunctional

B R |

The pull of the ¢
to the :ntirc sys

i local pricst, who is 3ll versed in the sceripturss
and is acce oidad T\-S‘:J(;Ct b'\r L oma -7 Ty pOj_‘ﬂtGd oult that
anout four hundrcd ».rsons have micvated to citi.s for
cmpiloynunt. He furthor saids: "ihos. peopl: ceonnot wicld

any iailuince on the villaze folk owinz to thdir lowlv

occu >tional posiiion.! Thcy convay & gool doal of
inforn=tion, but for th:t rcason it dous not bring -bout

any c¢hwnzc. To brins Dout change the psrsons who Gosire

it must cnjoy social zsticm. Communication is 11s0
conditionsd by status.

1. Most of Lhe peovle knov zbout ministers of Dombay
8tate, Nchru, Gandhi, Mamdsorao ifohol (the local
Congross muﬂbur oi thc Bombay Loegislative Assenbly).
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ahout tho Tonczress rale. It is throuzh
~ruction undarta'lzon by Goveranment

an awarcnass of the Five YTeor Plan,

n;;w“‘, covwunity favzlopm ni projactse

4ibls iqpres GT. ThD przonla,

suat most of thy improv wmsnis can " b

, Lha hicher stratum.  Thus

Ogo0L culini 4' ;J_._();-"i? madical Thaeilit l\“,,

anl ﬁ”ﬂ un,ort g7 95 1“ﬂf only oy

sanns =rz functional for

.;
2 dvstTunctional for
0

o 4=
L T

a 11 . ar

ths svatem as a wiole., Peonle know about the
apolitron of untouchability but A0 not ~porove of
it, ¥nis itzm is drsfunctional for than.

Peonle in genaral Kiow nothin- about world
political structure, not even about Pakistan. DLxcept
for ths medical officer cveryone 2lsc was in the
dark about i%.

The same holds good in respect of reccni inter-
nationzl cvaonts.

There is awarcness of the new id2as rcl-ting to
casts, relizion, and rationaligm, but there 1s no
acceptance of these idsas. People feel thet the
ideas arc not et all suitable for adoption by bhgm
under their prescnt circumstances. Structural
constraints and inadequacy of social structure
nrevznt thasce ideas from being functional.

Traditional mzthods of recrzationare 1
Tha yearly fair held in honour of the lo
POﬁtlﬂuq3 te he the clearinghousc for i
objects. r‘“h r“ir is largely attended By q
"ror the naei ) ‘)")”T’lﬁ Jll1’1’“c. Tha old F -
raergating such os folk d?ncdb, wrbutlﬁﬂ matchos,
ta ﬂ“f“a (2 Zorm of folk dramatlcs) Lblslot cven NOW.
nilele nany 2fforls to renlace
imas verses on obscenity and

he scx impulscs o. the peopls,

=

Ths Servodays C ntr
trmaaﬁ-a wnich sonzt
indulgss in rousing
by pl=z75 which conv:iy somc moral, but such
attcmots have met with signsl failurc. “The reason
for thir sc.ms o bs the insistence on the part of
the people on 21lowinz themsslves indnlgence in

such revelrios once in a whilc to remova the
monotony oi drag cxistence. This is perfactly
unﬂﬁrstenﬁﬂﬁlc in a situ-tion in -ihich sex is tho
Main rceren b1on, owinz to the drag cxlsvence
CTfO'Phw on the w2 jority of the puople )v f re
cireumstances. iioral prooching wnich is @l
any considaration for thiz materisl Asnsct Of
wall-bDsing is dvsfunctional to the syslim.

;:‘.J o

of
Of‘

q

Ll -_4
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ieas nnd knowlsdss reached tha people through

7. Mew i
the Sarvodesye Centrs, the local M.L.2., contact
with Ponne ang Somb ~ Yhrounh rolatives and friends.
Hathy 1 ] sical oxample of the inabilisy
a2 cxbtem Tl to resister 2ny iaprovencnt in the
1iiz: of a p for ; rita the oroblem at a surface
igval-. Hex i « ound o lesd such 2ffort
to feilure. e s structural nor the fMncti o;al
aspaet can be neglect.d, Structure alse necds to be changed
50 £5 O ba compatible with an adeaquate functioning
of itams of improvement. =Zqually 1wportgnt is tho moral
that structure needs to bz strengthened from within and not

1ithout. Communicstion of 1deas and knowledge has
coqatanu inpact on the social structure. To be able to
withstand this impact successfully and to render it functional,
the system of interrelations between diffsrent components

6f a structure necds readjustmant. In short, thc dynemic

aspzct cannot be nzglsctad.

aveli Taluka: 6. SUBHASHYADI (MAHJRI)

-———

gubhfshwadi is 11 miles to the east of Poona. It foraus

a part of the village MEnjri. Subhdshwiddi can be reached by a
car. That speaks of i*s easy accass. Public motor transport
ig recadily available at a distance of a mile and a halZ.
Recently, the Subhish Samud3ayik Sahakarl Shetki Sangh
(Colicctive Coopcrative Farmers Society) installed a telephone
En its office. This provides an easy link with Poona City.
Th: socicty has z total menbership of 68 persons, of whom

11 arc cxccutive MQ?bu\s vhile the rest arc well-wishers.
Subhashwadi is = iny colony of 134 pcrsons. It is the
oateons of cooparaclvo ¢fforts. Though spongorad by
7atslhorg, it coulﬂ not haye bocn what it is but for the
rogd Gpor\ _1vcﬂ by local neople who werce mainly
bgla o l?'orﬂfg- Thess noopla have colonizszd a new picce
-odiane And nave forgs? a now spirit in doing so. The
nYW o splrit is sargo ,fulng to thi nolgzhboring villages

- -

=

Thz msin oce th ion is that of far:ing. P-Cﬂﬂtle
ion 0of jazsry (unrcfincd sugar) has

: is donz collectively. TGuldanec in regard
il N ¢lming of tiﬂﬂ is obiaincd from the manager
are arpivos oi 1 counitica. Yot all important decisions
DLrmOerEoT e o onsultstion with the working memb Ts.
“hr Lishe e e both rights and dutics. Tvory netihar works
“ﬂil} ;::,L:=:CQ hours a Gay. Hambars g2ot }—STO as a
S 1.a OLﬁanjﬂ°n+3;~Y work. VgnmambCTS arc pald s 1 to
e Ml Apart from wagas, The mombors 3.t Donus on tha
"7 775 put din, in addition to tho r”11;1(**!‘16 on thiir
' 2l whigh is 3%"3. Tha saount of bonus hzs bean
52ing . 2-12-0 per workinz day in 1833-1954 as
w 1-2-5 in 1952-1953.
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A moaber is allowss to Take veogetahlzs from the farm
co=t for his ho"ﬂ comr»““+i0ﬂ ﬁo is providecd free
: i3 run by thy socicty
25 Qf th: adjoining
2 total incomc of monbors
2 a0nvs sourcos wums
r." It must bo sald that

,%
!
il

hs notior21l psr conita
- 1sCe, abDout (,H4.0) pir vear.
Thg "ociaty zihs halp ahd coop-ration fwom the
State Governmcoing It slso receives hs l from 1ts fricnis
in ths form of cash ceposits, for soms of hich no interest
4-

has to be pald while for othors - low rate of intercst is
charged. The mcibers plow back a part of theoir income
snsurc improV“d yiclcs and incrnn sed production. Thc
socicts is a living cexamplc of the fruiss of a collcetive
sntarprisc, and the now valucs created by the soci'tv arc
z7ining incrcasinz epnroval from the public as -1gll a

the Governmznt.

Discussions were hold with the man~gser and with the
officz assistants. Tho manazer cmphasized how the members
werg beinz cncouragzd to taks responsibility in rcaching
d.cisions. He said that "i%t is no lonzer neccssary for him
Lo worry about the dayv-to-lay conduct of work. Pcople have
lzarnt to take initiativs." Suitability of structurc must
be said to have contributed cffcctively to this decision.
An all-round changsc in the 1if: of the pconle »rops them
up for rsmching gruater helshts. It bocomes a commulative
JTOCL 85 :

Seven mambsrs wers inocorvicwad.

1. Menbhors kmow of .h 'arain, a
Soclallist lcanus nauvith, Unlon Hinlster
ifor Food ang ﬂ'?i@”lbﬂj&; H* thr Torm.rly
Chi<f lindister of 25 M. 5310“ ichta,
a Socialist lua ii Dosal, Thi:f
Hinist.r oi Bom! Ra jondra PJGSPG
the Prosidont o publics ¥r. Jav ﬂhar19$
Hahru, ths Priux ndia.

2. Thuy knot about nationel dcvclopment policics,
2.3+, the Tive Year Plan, comnunity dcv rclopment
orojects, ¢xisnsion D“OJ_Lbs, and cons? ruction
activitizs, und. fta"bﬂ bv Gove: rvm‘ t with ths

active coop ration of the pgsonl.. Thoere 18
AIﬁr~u ss of +h, Jucul,r Wﬁtu“’ of th:s prascnt
state and pcopls aporove of it. The abolition of
antouchability iS 21go hailzd Dy them as & step
ln the righ% ¢irgetion. Thers 1s @ feeling

an .%t the meambors that the capitelist domination
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of the country sghould ha2 done away with.

Tha affort made by th: shate to reduce cconomic
inecgualitics iz wolcomad, bui theyv vould like the
pProcaess aulclened. Division of ths countrv is
Known .

[€%]

Lople with tha ybopl,- Jhl formants know
that the worl’' wag d 1‘11f¢c g into Two canps.

Soma of tlzﬂ lriow abous tha er:urL} bicg beotweon
India and Chinne Only onc po n knew about
Churchill and liphrmmed ALL as bblnf the leaders
of tha U.i. and Pakisten, respectively. The

salte parsons also knaw about "Isenhovar!.

-~ Tha steugegle In Coa hes (mﬂ* » familiar
5]

S

One pcrson knew about the U.S. Arms Aid to
Paklstan and suggested that it was zZiven by the
U.S.A. in order to cnlist Palzistan's support in
her fight against Russia. One psrson knzw about
the Korszan Wsr and the adanirable role played by
Indiz in the truece. There 1s a gencral feelinsg

that India must maintain nsutrslity. World problems

the people hope, can be solved by peaceful
mothods.

People know modern ideas rcgarding caste and
raligion. Thev Lully azrec with the view that
religion must not bz allowed to interfere with

the governing of the peoplc. Rationalism 1s
accepted as a value owing to 1ts bensficial
gffects, 2.8.y scizntiflc ﬂ“th ds for improving
living conditions. Rationalism is thus functional
for tha systoem.

oy}

lwowlaodg Uﬁ‘: scquiraed
nowupqp\gk ﬁL501¢1 conitcts.
goalnsayin:s i Taoh Bhat wcxrlist iduology
p,ov_mud thenm with » pQTSp;CbivC i '
view hﬁpnwnin”s, Lhouzh ne peliitic-l 1
actively workin: tasre Tgualiz~tion of 7~in
hes bscoms tha workinz princivls o i r

T Thoss ldews

subhfshwidi Turnishaed thus e clagsieal sxampls of
tructure- functlnnﬂ chhnga. Cartoin i shich coOuld nuvar

hﬂVU become (unctional had thz structurce rsmained the sand
have bsecomz so bzcause of the nocessary chenge effceted in
structure. HNot only has tha manifest function of mateorial
cnhancomcent of thz people boen attained, but the latent
function of craation of now values has boch transformed
into a manifost fUﬂCblOP to such an c¢xtent that the
neighbouring villag and cvan the shate %ﬁfu upon bha
wholb oxpuriment as a modol to be caulatud for b?f .
developmznt ot a soclalistic pattern of 1iZ: Ttems suein
as improved standards of 11v1nv have boeomz functional

&
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=
[
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to almost all thc peoplc and that is an important factor
wvhich l1conds strength to the strueturce. The mutuality of
structure nand function is thus very conecrctoly domonstraiad.

Poona C1lty Talultn: 7. BOPUDI

pudi is zituatcd on the nerthern bordsr of Poona
City. *+Us wovpulalion is in the unsishbourhood of SZOOO.

Sincc 1951, Dopudl hns bion included in the Poons ity
Funicipal Corporation arez. In fact, ths viliecs. iz naxt

to Kirkce which has ah ocmmunition Tmctory and an ordnanca
depot. Natupelly, the workops try to stay in the vieinity
of the lactory. During the last six vears four othor
industrial workg factorics havae boecn installoed ncar Bopudi.
Bopudl thus has bscome s factory workcers' ncst. Hardly

3 per cent of 1its inhabitants can b: classced as cultivators.
The original inhabitants, who werg mainly agriculturists,

havs beon swamped by the surging tide of factory laborﬁis.
The local Patil (the Headman) very much regrotted the change
and reémarked thet M"it is very difficult for me to know

who is wno in th: village.” Thoe nature of ths work and

tha hours of work in the factorics militatc against any
composite 1ifs. Thure is 2 conglomeration of ncople,

whosc structural unity has boen left undeveloped. The
shifting anuru of thc pepulation only hgightcons the procaess.
The old structurc has been subnorged nnd a new onc adequate
to copc with the changing ncads of the pcoplc has not bacen
crcatad. Opc illustretion will sufficc. The place still has
the sam¢ sanitarv facilitcs which i€ had cightcen years ago.
Th: inecreasc in the popueticon has rcducced these to a2 mockery.
Structural devaslopment has not taken place at all. The shcer
ncernsss of Poona Clty also aceccntuates this proccss.

Tha c¢ity has bocoms the centre of attraction in cverything
from cducation #nd cnterteinmant to politics. Items likc

tho school, markcet, cincmn housces hovs cuascd to be
functional for o hig subgroup. The inpact of the ncighboring
structurz is simply ov-vwbolming. So the alrsady inacdaguate
structurs =~lmost var lsn s into thin air. Thore is no local
laméyrsniy bl a9y B8opt Pooplo louk toyard the city for
lends in cveryv walie of 11";. Tha spirit of scif-dipendonco
has almost dricd upe. Uaturally, The peoplc made insistcnt
dcmands on the munieipel corporation for working out the
nccsssary chingos. A nmobilc dispensary has becn started by
the corpo:aticn and many poople 2vail thomsslves of the
modicel facilitics providcd by the samc. Recently, roads
have boen lightod by cloctricity. But many importent ncods
such as good =nd adequate water supply, sanitary facilities,
¢te., romain unattended to. Recently, a now school bullGlﬂg
was constructzd by thc corporation and a public librar

Was algo startids ﬂowbvgr? the rasmonse has not b:cn
ancouraging as cvarvoncs doponds on th: samc body 5?_pCT$J?G“
and cajolc them to make usze of the sanc. Lg;al ac¢tlion 1s
conspicuous br its absonce. And thus such itoems boeoms

non-functional, 1l.c., irrclevant to the poopls.
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Int:rvicws were held with cight factory work.rs. iiany

othiyg wur
have boen

also presant ab the time of digecussion. Many poople

sducated upto varnacul-r s:cond Lo fourth stand rds.

Some ¢l then read noewspapers dally 2nd =291 such ware convarsant

with ruecnt cvonts and happenings. The growinzg uncuploymant
hss bson worrving pcoplg congid . rably. P;:rth s and
inaiffsrence on the p(“ of th: poople LSousrd cvents and

heppenings is the outconc.

1.

There is awarcnsss of th: diffarent pOlitiC?l

partics in Indie, z.g., thc Congrcss, the

Comaunist pnrty, Ehb Socialist paruv, the Hlndu
Mahasabha, stc. Ptoplv kinow of Hchru, Azad

Morarji Dcsal, and gom.: of thc mlnls*“xsof th Bombay
statc, Jayaprnkash Na”ﬁyan and Ashok Mchta
both of tham arc Socialist 1lcaders.

There is awarncss of national pelicics on the

part of thosz who rcad ntwspapers, i.c., about 20
per esnt of the psople. Pcopl: kncw aboub scecularism
and abolition of untouchatility, cte. They folt,
howcvor, that "diffecrences could not bo oblitcrated
unlcss groups 1liks thce untouchableés bacamc
powurful ceconomically, cducationally and
politically." Piwcemeal improvemcnt would not bc

of much usc according to thome. Thire was awarencss
of ths diffcrent provailing icdzologiss -- the
capitalist, th: socialist and ths communist. No
dofinitc prefercnee was exprcsscd for any psrticular
idcology. All that they dfslrcd was employmant

for all and bctter amcnitics of lifc.

Thosc who rind nowspapars and soma othbrs, Lo0,
know that India is friundly with Chipes and the
J.5.A. in spitic of the arms aid to *eListan.
Poople kﬂow svoul ™zland, though not about her
lzadars. Division of tha codntry is known Lo them
as tho samo beeams dysfunctionsl for thoem owing

to the in{lux of Hindu refusces. Thoe roiugscs
compcbed with them for jobs, housinzg, :te.

India's cfforts for th: cstablishmont ol poacd
are known by the paopls. Thire 1s a neral

g
feeling that Indin must avoid conflict.

Pceoplc know about modern ideas rclating to ccstv,

rolizion, c¢tc., but do not complotely ﬂpnrovb of
them. Thay want to caphasize the importance of
raligious worship. They have a uvmplu which has
bscome thz mectinz ground for people. The latent
function of tho templc as a meoting place

has becn transformod into a manifist function.
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Rationalism ic acecpted by the pcople for its
utility and not ag voluc. Thzrs is a super-
flxl 1 acc :ptonce of rotionalisn, but it is not

; A in Ghu DD L o

. 'Tharc ar: & ¢ 1. o .08 in the villegs.
Mot of LHe ¥ m movise. Thers 1s
almost no chasgy in theisr psthods of roepseiion.

7. Modorn idans =nda kqoﬁl;@gt hav. r.ﬂcgud thom
through RUWEPAPLTS anu contact with “oona City.

ilo p01101Cﬂ1 porty works amonst thaenm.

The stunted dovelopmont of social structure in
BOpudl constitutcs the major drawback of the system.
Miodern idias and knowledys camot bicoms funsitional in such
a systcn. The 1apact of a powsr neighboring structure
pcrpotuatcs structural weaknessces of a system. Somcties
there 1s a possibility of an outward show of strength.
Thus if Bopudi were studicd supcrficially, the studont
might bc¢ imprisscd with the chanzas that have taken place.
Analyzing tha situation from thoe structurc-functional
point of vi:w, onc lcarns Uhs csscntial structural
weakn :ssas and the consequent inefficicnt function of cven
dvsfunctioninz of a gvstes. HMere influx of idcas and
Knowl"dg: fails to atiain th: dasircd conscquences.
The gap or discruepancy botween subjoetive motivations
and obJ ctive conscquences ariscs out of -the naturce of
a structurc as is ovidcnced in th: casc of Bopudi.

IV. CCOHCLUDING REMARKS

Ccrtain broad conclusions umerge from this studv.
Th-:se pertain fo methodologiecal, thoorotical, =nd practical
ficlds. As to mathodolony, it hes ‘Jhﬂ UTOV“( that the
problcn of comiunicntion can b. ~dequrtely tacklced {rom tha

structur - functional print o vicw. As is rovealed by the
scalogram, il 1s 1ok ndrely th: distance Tfrom ©r nearnacss
tn the city which facilitatcs cormunication of idgas anc

nowladgs. Rathor it is the nsturs of structurs which »l so
ur;brmluvs the qualitative ~n® quantitative cortont of
communication. This »speet nzeds further cmpirical study.
Merton's poracizm is validat.d. Ag for th. theory of
communication of modzrn idszs and loowledge, Lhe study
reveals the nccosgsity of analyzing the d‘pundrnb, inter-
dependent, and indcpendoent varinablos. S0 many vTOU1%mS
ara posad. Is comaunic-tlion » onc-way vrocbss9 Is it
two-way? If so, what arc the factors waich maks 1t so?

Tg there anvthing inharent in the socio-ceononic-

political strmicture of a country which deternin® the content
of communic-tion of idecas =nd knowlsdze? Thus, for
cxampls, is 1

.J'}

it {he realisation of Lhe structural weainess

L&
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which mnkes for = wido ﬁisgcﬂln“Tlon of idcas r.l-ting to
untouehnbility, ceste, rzlizi lon, .Tc.? ﬁt the 1lavol of
reecpbion of idces 1t hos b.:.n &oun that whatover is

f] Five Year Plan,

visiblae anpcses Lo the ooon
! 'hen Again, it has baan

gomtani 4y dovoirope

foundg that tag S5 etﬁwinug “ne inadcaunciss,
wisther nswaral o2 3 Lreun "‘as, GeBey By Gl
impect pl gowapt nhourins supilg rofder ¢artalin
idacos ~nd I e cional, naturally lu\ic

; T oot = Phaers 2re ©70 possibilitics in this
conn:ction: one is that the reelpi.nt structure may be
modificd or strengthened Lo rendsr fure tional such itoms;
the othser is that ths realization of the dysfunctional naturc
of such itemg may li.ad to their being discarded by tho
origingl digscminating ageney and thus the rocsitablishment
of a posiiion of cquilibrium may be facilitated even at the
cost of a loss of frco, c.g., what the mcdical officer in
Muthe suggested in rospect to the use of madicine and crugs
amounts to this. Docs communication follow the lincs of
stratification? This aspcct also ngcds empirical
invcstigation. As for tha practical aspcct, thc study
offers somc suggostions. First of all, crecating motivation
without corrusaqndlnm ¢ffort to crcate the naoccssary
conditions for the fulfilment of the same lcads to
frustration. Othcrwiss, thc usual spcetaclc of discropancy
botween subjcctive motivation and objcetive conscquencas
will pcersist. The nceds of aspirations of the psople

ought to bec considercd befors launching now idcas and
knowlcdge. Actually, the nccessary etmosphcrs can bo
crecated for the absorption of now ideas and knewledge --
sven somc bitter pills like the now idsas relating to

= O

caste, roligion, untouchability, cic., can be swallowsd by
first attecnding to tho f“lb ncadas of thu pCoplc.

Bx-ornal azoncics have vory many linmitations and thosc
llm totions cannct ba zotten rid of cxcept by fl1filling
c.rtain fundam:ntal nocds of the paopls, ¢.g., by cnsuring
a highar standard of living to 21l the people. This would
also prosupins: on sbsonee of any strings Lo any ald from

such cxtornal agcnelise.
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HOTES
1. R'“'rt K. 0Ty _2nd Soeinl
:__,‘ J(vulr D 4.0 : STesentod ’
is pars hnrwq;l D hiTSulj hyeries
ho Heg coolifad Lﬂg soneLphs rolatin:

functionzsl “L TyQL, ol gfy s gives 2 n.at and
well=-intogratod picburs of Lh: diffiront conecpls gmbodicd

an~lvsis and -oorks out & sechoma of total
chiymatie po. gunbrbion of the inberrilatid
t, Morton hes provided us with a framc-

in funetional

anslysis b/ sche
conezptg. In shor

work for anzlysis

1. The items to wnich funetions arce imputcd: Any
standardized item like ecultural proccss, rolc,
soclal norms, <bte. can bo subjected to Tunctional
analvsis.

2. Concopts of subjoctive dlspositions (motives,
purposcs). A socinlogist has to rockon with
motivation in ord:r to study cffcoetively social
action. However, care should be takon not to
mix up motivation and consiguincas.

€y}

. Concepts of objoctive conscquences (function,
dysfunctions) .

Effort should be nade © de Avay with !'the tendeney
te confihe s LlOlO ical obscrvations to the p051t1vb
contributions of a @vblolochﬁl item to the socialy or
dultural “Yobum in it 1is implicated! and to rcmove
'the tundeney Lo t@n?aﬂ‘ thas subjcetive category of
motive with the objuabtive category of function.f
This raiscs ths problon of 'multiple cons: qu“ﬁgcs'
and a total conscou.ncs. 'Functlons arc thos: observed
conssquine.s wnich wnke for the ndaptation or adjustncnt
of a given sy: : dvg‘uuvtinn53 those obscrved

COHSQ@UZQQQﬁ which lisscns whe adaptation or =djusimont
of thu systam b is lvﬂ the cmpirical ““qv1bL11uY
: which ars siaply irrclsvant

o1 nOﬂxQuLtlhn
to the systom

In any parbiculsy cage 'an id nay nave bo
functional snd dvsfunctional conscquences.' An

1
the nroblem of tho net balance of such conscoucnces.

Than again, conceotunl distinction should be m=de
'between the cascs in which the subjoctive 2im In viow
coineidus with the objuetive conscruencss, and the
cascs in which thsy diversgas.'!
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Manifcoat § --1yhich »r¢ intcondad and reocognize
by »= TLLQI 1.2 systeng
Latans correlotive Ly, boing those wiich src
noedsher Inngnidaso, Ao G 87!

Hecs fen o cither funetional
noantunetionel.

The unanbicinat

i :
or dysiungtional

1 P0s Do LoLent Tuncutions zire tronslorncd
into manifost functlions?

Concspt of unit subscrved by the function:

Itemg may be functional or som: groups rather than
for othcrs or for some individuals. Actually, somc
items may bo dysfunciional to somc human beings and
groups. Thsrefore, the diversity of comsaquenecs
must be taken propér notc of in functional analysis

Conccpts of funetional reguirtm:znts (nocds,
preraguisites):

Proccdurc h-s to be svolved to validate 'the
sumption of these requiremcnts.!

Conccpts of the muchanism through which
functions arc fulfilled:

What is the sacial mcechanism throuch which items function?
(=]

Concipts of functional alternatives (functional
caulvalants or substitutas):

What is !'the range of possiblc variatien in tho
ltuMS which ¢an, in the given instancc, subsarve
a fanctional rdquircmgni‘?

Concaspts of structural context (or structural
:OﬂSurql*t):

tThe range of variation in the itzms which can fuifil
desiznated functions within a gilven instanec is not
unlimitca .t Intordevsndsncee oi diffsront elomonts
of a systom limits thoe permutations and
combhinationg. Structurc limits thasc.



03

9. Concspts of dynarics
Functionnl snalysis b
analysis wns nado
of ths concuont of

howcvb%,

dynanic annlvsis v thi stugy
strain and soress hat opons

for a study of Th. j : roctilving
and strain. In shord, bth: concopt of change

introduccd.

2. Rov. M.A. Sherring, Hindu Tribos and Castes,

g T bae glstde
y T 1ntrody

Vol II, p. 308 (Publishc d in 1873).

3. "A notc on ths working of Subhash Samudayik

Sahakari Shstki Sangh Ltd." 1954, p. 2.
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