DEPARTMERNT OF SOCIOLOGY
A Brofile

The Department of Sociviogy in the University of Bombay, which is celebrating
e 1Platinum Jubilee, has the distinction of being tho oldest centre of teaching and
research in Socidlogy In india and, efter Japan, the second oldest centre In Asia. In
sddition, itis alsa the oldest Department in the Universily. The Department was sel up
iy 1918 with an eminent British sociologist and town planner Sir Patiick Geddes as the

sirat Professor and Head. The Deparirent brought outa voluma i raemory of Sir Patrick

[t

in 1578

Protessor Sir Palrick Geddes was succeedad by Dr. (3.S. Ghurye, who was
appuinted Reader and Head cf the Department in 1924. He became professor in 1934
nd continued to head the Department untii his retirement in 13859, After his retire/nent
o was designated the first Professor Emeritus in the University of Bombay, A festschrifi

in r-.o.es;::u Ghurye's honour, edited by K. M. Kapadia, was nrouahi oul on his sbdtiath
birthday in 1654, Another volume, edited by 8. D. Pillai, was brought out onhis eightieth:
hirthday. Professor Ghurys breathed his last, at the ripe ags of 90, on 28th December,

1083

Professor K. M. Kapadia succeeded Professor Ghurye as Head of the Departiment
in 1960, His tenure and scholarly career came to arather abrupt end with his unfoitunate

deain in 1887, Professor Kapadia will be remembered for his notabie contribution to the
q(‘y of kinship, fam ;y and marriage in India. The Depaniment brought out a velume in:
s memory . edited by Dhirendra Narairn, in 1975,

. Dnsai sucesedad Professor Kapadia as Head of the Dapariment
Desw made a significant confribution to Sociclogy through his
3 pub oS rel ?mgiawﬁm sal sociology, rural seciclegy, peasant siruggles
and trade unian movement. His book Sociza! Background of Indian Nationalism, Rural
Socivlogy in fn fra and Peasant Struggles in India are widely used as recommendsd
texts in several universiiies in india Professor Desai retired in 1576, He was elected

resident of indian Sociological Socisty in 1879, A festschrift in his honour, edited by
Ghanshyam LHhah was brought outin 1990, Professor Desal passed away on Novem-
ber 12, 16584, A voume in his memory, edited by Manorama Savur and Indra Munshi,
was published in Ootohar this year

The Goidan Jubiles of the Depantment was celebrated during Protessoir Desal's
tenure in 1289, An intemational seminar on the "Modernization of Under-developed
Sociaties”, of nm:rr G in PG!’HYHGH‘O:&'K’!‘\ of the Golden Jubilee, was attended by a
number of disting : ched foreign and Indian scholars. There included Professor Paul F.
Lazarsfeld, Professor Floba n K. Merion, Professor Conrad M. Arensberg (Columbia
Lriversity), F" cfessor David G, Mandelbaum (University of Califoinia), Professar Marion
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J. Lewy Jr. (Princston Univeristy), Professer Theodor P. Wright Jr. University of
Calfornial, Profesaor T, Koyama (Tokye University), Dv. Edita Vas (¥ ugosiavia) Dr. H.
Fauiwetlor, Professor Stoliberg (German Democrate Republic), Proisssor HE B
Siinivas, Frofossor irawat Kerve, Profeesor V. M. Dandekar, Profesaor Surajit Binha,
Professor b, P, Dessl, Profaasor M. S, Gore, Professor Y. B, Damle, Professor LK
Mukherjee, Professor Yogendra Singh, Professer L. P, Vidyarthi and Profassor K. R,

Shath, among others.

Professor J. V. Ferreira essumed the headship of the Department in 1678, Intliaily
rained inthe Denariment of Soclology. Frofessor Ferrelra subsequentiy wentio Visnna
and obtained a doctorate from the University of Vienna. Professor Ferreira contributed
2 enthropalogice! theory and melhodology through his book Tolemism in indis {1965)
end iatzr tRrough numerous papers and monographs. He edited the socond saries of
e ICSSR-sponsored Suney of Research in Sociology and Social Anthrogology in
1585, During his tenwre as Head of the Departmant Frofessor Ferreira also served es
Siractor of Western Regional Centre of ICSSR. He retired in 1282,

Srofessor Dhirendra Karain succesded Profassor Ferreira as Head of the Depart-
ment in 1882, Protfesscr Narzin complated his doctoral dissariztion under the guidance
of Professor G, 8. Ghurye, which was later published as Hindu Character (1857}, He
was invited to contribute an article on Ghurye, which was published in the Biographical
Supplement of the International Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences in 1479, He also
sdited the iIC8SR-sponzorad volume containing abstracts of MAA, and Ph.D. disserta-
tians completed in the Depanimeant of Sociology. He refired in February 1991,

the teaching facuity who joined the Department at different
Wy, D, (Miss) P.H. Cabinetrnaker {1251-1688),
3, Ui, 8. 5. Jha (1671-1886), Dr. M.N.V, Nalr

Soms of the leading

figures in indian Sociology and Anthropelogy had their initial
2 =it of Sociology. Mention may be made of M.N.Srinivas (M.A,
1938, PhD. 1943, rawat Karve (M.A. 1926), 1. P, Deasi (Fh.D. 1843}, Y.B. Damia
(Ph.D. 1850}, Vilas Sangave (Ph.D. 1850) and M.S.A. Rao (Fh.l2. 1853).

The Depariment has piaved a pioneering role in the professionalisation of

initistive of Professor Ghurye and his colieagues in the
sarved as tha Presidant and Professor KM, Kapadia
and Professor AV, F

inception in 1882 ull 1366,



Teaching Faculty

The strength of the teaching facuity iz 12, comprising three Professors,
five readers and four Lecturers. The composition of the teaching faculty is as

follows:

Dr. AR, Momin Frofessor of Cultural Anthropoloay
and Head of the Department

D, S.K. Bhowmik Professor of Sociclogy

Mrs. Priscilla Fernandes Reader in Sociology
fon fien)

Dr. Indra Munshi Saldanha Reader in Sociology

Dr. Kamala Ganesh Reader in Cultural Anthropology

Dr. Nasreen Fazalbhoy Lecturer in Sociology

Dr. Jyotsna Bapat Lecturer in Sociology

Dr. .M. Michael Lecturer in Sociclogy

Fiesearch Projects

The inteqgration of Sociclogy and Anthropelogy, an interdisciplinary and eclectic
orientation and a ilend of macro and micro approaches comprise the strengths of the

Departmmeni. These are refiected in the composition of the teaching faculty, researcr
crientations as weil as tha teaching programme.

The following

a5 the an-going pre

rovides a list of the projects completed in the Department as well

fia took up & UGC-sponsored project on "Home Desertion by

1.2 D Pillai made a study of slum dwellars in Bombay
anced by the Planning Commission. The report was
of a book entitted A Profiie of an indian Sium” in 1872,

{1965) A H. Desal and Dr. 5.P. Punalekar took up a UNESCO- sponsored
1 on the “Relaticnship between Literacy and Preductivity of Industrial
(1069 . Mohanty and Mrs. Minal Shah took up a project entitied "A

3 Demographic Aspects of the Household in Greater Bombay™.
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The project was sponsorad by the City and industrial Developmant Corpo-
ration of Maharashira,

(1570-72) Di. A. R. Desal and Dr. Manorama Savur made a study of an ariisan
community in the industrial =;ei'i§n§ The report entitled *The Kumbhars of

L=
Fumbharwada® is mimeographed.

(1573 Frofessor 8. P, Mohaniy and Mrs, Minal Shah took up a project on "Social
Change in Maharashira: A Trend Analysis based on Census Data for the
neriod 41901-1971". The report s mimecgraphed.

(1074) Deszi edited “A Docunented History of the Trade Unicn Move-

i -;:::- v;:!' “cs, The praject was sponscred by the Indian Council

{1974-7 nads o study of "Struciure of an indian Viliage, with
;;.;” Hotar ;"e‘-.‘;-::ence o Maharashtra®. The report is mimeographed.

{1977 D Mancrama Savur od . e o aeuinented

CHO7T) M ur edited, with Dr, Kamela Ganssh, "A Documeantec
History of the Trade Urion Movement® (Mols. V-Vi). The project was
'Jp.. Lnsored ;:y' :.a? 2 ;‘:;“ir

{1278} cup anitIsR-funded project on "Helocation and Improve-

3&;@&0;.;0213 The report has been published,

(1878-7%) Or. Mangrama Savur made a f*udy of "Under-development in Ratnagin: A
caso of rural-metropotitan relation”. The reportis mimeographad.

Momin took up a project on "Kokans and ’\ﬁaihfv
e project was sponsored by the Anthropologicai

ok up a Departmental preject on *reie of the Compo-
int .:*33 Eave&u;}msni“.

3
o
L

pe]

-y

Cr. AR Momin has laken up & project on "Nasik: Ethnology of a Temple-
Town in Western Maharashira®. The project has been sponsored by the

ICS5R
(1eo 20 AR Mw: n camipleted a project on “social Mobility and Development
Tiibal Communities of India®, The project was sponsorad by the

dra pMunshi-Saldanha began work, along with Dr. Manorama Saviur
. Swapna E’aﬁee’-e‘a Guha, on "State and the Changing Fau‘ of
g in : ndia, with particuiar reference to Pulp and Pape: Inaustry™. The
s Besn sponsared by IDPAD-ICSSER,
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N.A THOOTHI

O, MA. Thoothi {0 1982} senved as a Readsr in the Department of Sccinlogy
from 1925 to 1950. Like Sir Patrick Geddes, he was initially trained in botany. Subse-
quantly, under the influence of Sir fPatrick, he switched over io sociclogy. Dr. Thoothi
began his teaching career as a lecturer in pniloscphy. He was widely admired and
resgected for his deep knowledge of comparalive refigion as well as easiem and waslem
philosophy. He proceeded to Oxford University for his doctoral disseriation, which was
{ater published as The Vaishnavas of Gujarat,

M. N. SRINIVAS

Professor M.N. Srinivas {b. 1918) did his M.A. from the Department of Sociclogy,
University of Bombay in 1838. He wrote a dissertation on Marriage and family life among
the Kannada castes of the Mysore State for his M.A. Subsequently, he wrote his doctoral
dissertation, under the guidance of Professor G.S. Ghurye, on the Coorgs: A Socio-
Ethnic Study {1945). He served as a Research Assistant in the Department of Sociology
frorm 1842 o 44, Later, he obtained a D. Fhil. from Oxiord University. He has been a
visiting professor at Wellesly College, USA (1988-87), Nationa! University of Singapora
(1581-82), University of New England, Australia (1980-81), University of California
{1978), Corneall University (1970- 78) and University of Manchester (1963}. He set up
the Departments of Sociclogy at the M.S. University, Baroda in 1951 and the University
of Delhi in 1953, He has deliversd leciures at Cambridge, London and California and
has been awarded honarary degree by the Universities of Nice, Chicago, Mysore and
Manipur. He fs associated with a number of national and international organizations.
Professor Srinivas' major publications include Religion and Society among the Coorgs

£ Eouth India (1952), Social Change in Modern India {1968), The Remembered Village
(1877) and On Living in & Revolution and other E£ssays (1982). Currently he is JRD Tata
Visiting Professor at the National institute of Advanced Studies. Banaalore.

A. R. DESAI

Protessor A.R. Desai (b. 1915) started his academic career in 1946 as a lecturer
of Sociology in Siddharth College in Bombay. He joined the Depatment of Sociology in
Bombay University in 1851, In 1969 he became Professor and Head of the Department,
a post he held till his retirement In 1876, He authored, edited and compiled a large
number of books. His pioneering studies are Social Background of Indian Nationalism
(1948} and Recent Trands in indian Nationalism (12€0). Professor Desal wrote exten-
sively on a wide rangs of sublects, including rural sociology, urbanisation, labour
movement, peasant struggles, medernisation, religion and demaocratic rignts. Armong
his major works are Peasant Struggies in India {1879), Agrarian struggles in India after
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