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When so much of sociology today is ahistorical

“and anti-historical, Prof. Desai remarkably managed
to combine the best of both disciplines. The fact that
he remained active, both intellectually and in other
ways right up to the end of his life iz indeed

L

outstanding.
L Historian Sumeet Sarkar. (Ind. Exp. 13.11.94)
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Prof. Desai was an exceptionally generous and
warm hearted person. He was a Marxist having very
strong views on the contradictions and class
structure of Indian society. His studies on the social
background of Indian nationalism and the agrarian
structure of Indian society are considered landmarks

- for students of social sciences.

- Prof. Andre Beteille
Delhi School of Economics
(Indian Express 13.11.94)
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A Message

The sudden demise of Prof. A.R.Desai, an
illustrious social scientist who remained till the very
last breath true to his interventionist conception of
his calling as a scholar, has created for many
segments of Indian life a void that will be hard to fill.
For us at the Centre for Social Studies his passing
away is not only an irreparable academic loss but

also a personal bereavement in that he was always
a member of our family.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to
Akshubhai's immediate family and join them in
hoping that the great work he has left unfinished
will be carried on, in its various dimensions, by those ||
in whom he lives on through his pioneering

researches and inspiring personal example.

- Center For Social Studies, Surat.
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Prof. Desai's seminal work exploring the social
background of indian nationalism was a path-
breaking work which was 1o serva as a beacon light
to social scicniists and historians. He was the
pioneer in the study of the agrarian structure,
peasant movaments, civil liberty and the making of
the Indian State.
Prof, Bipin Chandra
Eminent historian
(Times of India, 13.11.94)
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His going is a great loss to all of us
in the social sciences. He was among
the rare scholars who could cross the

boundaries of disciplines and excite all
Rinds of people with his ideas. It was also
remarkable the way his work was always
so topical. And inspite of all his hard

work and his eminence he remained a

gentle person, anxious to get the best
out of those around him. | always looked

forward to meeting him generally at

seminars.

Romila Thapar.
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We value his contribution to history as much
as sociology. Among historians too he was held in
great awe. Prof. Desai was one of the early Marxist
historians of modern India. His book titled "Social
Background of Indian Nationalism' gave a strong
Marxist interpretation of the national movement in
India.

A major influence on Indian history, he l
introduced a paradigmatic change in the study of
Indian history. Remaining a marxist to the end, he
was an absolutely wonderful persons. 1

- Prof. Harbans Mukhia

Centre for Historical Studies, JNU.
(Times of India, 13.11.94) l
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In the passing away of Prof. A. R. Desai,
we have lost an outstanding scholar, a committed
humanist and a champion of the oppressed and
exploited. The teachers and students of Jawaharlal
Nehru University share this loss and convey their
deep condolences to Neera Behn and other
members of the family.

- Jawaharlal Nehru University.-]
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| knew, him both as an eminent Marxist thinker,
and as an extremely humane individual, teacher and
scholar, His death and departure from the Indian
intellectual scene leaves me extremely sad and
lonesome. He and | disagreed over a number of
things, but he was a source of deep affection and
harmony. Even though Prof. Desai held strong views
on many things, at the personal and social level in
extending courtesies to both the young and old he
was unsurpassed. Despite our differences in pure
ideology, towards the end our interests were
converging as we both shared the concerns of civil
liberty, human rights and the condition of the poor
and the oppressed. This brought us even closer.

Prot. Rajni Kothari
(Times of India, 13.11.94)
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A Message

| was shocked to hearthe news that' Com. A.R. Desai
is no more.

We were in the anti TADA National convention
organised by APCRS and OPDR in Hydrabad, and the
news spread in the farenoon of 13/11 that Com. A.R.Deasi
passed away and ‘Hindu' carried a news item. All of us
were shocked.

The meeting was rightly turned into a meeting of
passing homage to Com. A. R. Desai. Dr. Balagopal
informed this sad news to the conference. A condolence
meeting was conducted, Prof. Haragopal presided. Dr. K.
lliah, Dr. Bhasber Rao and Ms. Kalpana Kannabiran paid
rich tributes to Com. Desai. Richer tributes came from the
whole convention itself because it has rededicated itself
to fight against TADA and such other black laws and to
continue the democratic struggles in which Com. Desai was
part and parcel throughout his life.......

The second meeting in Bombay in Jan.93 is
memorable and as fresh as we met yesterday. It was only
then | could grasp, many things, how much deep and
serious interest he evinced for revolutionary literature and
his contrilutation. He was also keenly following the
developments and the debates in Telugu literature. He was
as informed as any other serious reader of revolutionary
literature in Telugu.

He was mentioning about comment on *Sthree Vada'
literature and laughingly asked where has that fire of
‘Digumbara’ days has gone. Whether the element of
protest, the pulse of "Digambara movement aged and
compromised with the establishment.

Let us preserve and Cherish the Democratic Spirit
of that spirited Comrade.

Vara Vara Rao.
Ravolutionary Activist
Andhr Pradesh
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The Executive Committee of the, Indian
Association of Women's Studies and all the members
of IAWS convey to our President and sister, Neeraben
Desai our love and share her sorrow at the sad
demise of Shri A.R.Desai. It is a loss to all of us as
he was a source of strength and a supporter of the
women's movement

All members of
Indian ‘Association of Women's Studies, New Delhi.
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PUBLICATIONS OF PROF. A. R. DESAI

1948
1953
1959
1960
1961
1970
1971

Social background of Indian Nationalism
Introduction to Rural Society in India

Rural Society in India

Recent trends in Indian Nationalism

Rural India in Transition

(with 8. D. Pillai) Slums & Urbanization (ED.)
Essays on modernization of Underdeveloped
Societies (ED.)

{with S. D. Pillai) Profile of an Indian Slum

State & Society in India

Peasant Struggles in India (ED.)

Urban Family & Family Planning in !ndia

india's path of Development : a Marxist approach
Agrarian struggles in India after Independance (ED.)
Violation of Democratic Rights in India (ED.)
Repression & Resistance in India (ED.)
Expanding governmental lawlessness and
Organized Struggles (ED.)

(with Wilfred D.) State & Hepressive Culture : a
case study of Guijarat.

UNPUBLISHED :

Edited volumes on the LABOUR MOVEMENT IN
INDIA (lying for over a decade with ICHR, New Delhi).
FORTHCOMING :

1. As General Editor of "ROLE OF RELIGION IN INDIAN
SOCIETY SERIES" (Popular Prakashan) books and
edited volumes on National integration & Religion;
Theoretical Perspectives on Religion & Society; Religion
& Religious movements in preindependent India; New
Religious Movements; elc.

2. Edited Volumes on RICH FARMERS' MOVEMENTS IN
INDIA (Popular)

1972
1975
1979
1980
1984
1986
1986
1990
1991

1994
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C. G. SHAH MEMORIAL TRUST SERIES

Ends and Means : Their Dialectical Unity. C. G. Shah
A Positive Programme for Indian Revolution
Ed. A. R. Desai
The Generalised Recession of the International
Capitalist Economy (out of print). Ernest Mandel
The State in the Age of Late Capitalism.
Ernest Mandel

The Marxist Theory of State.  Ed. A. A. Desai
Communism and Democracy.  Ed. A. R. Desai
Changing Profile of Rural Society in India (2nd Edition)

A. R. Desai
A New Policy of Rural Development in South and
South - East-Asia - its Sinister Significance (2nd

(out of print)

Edition) A. R. Desai
Public Sector in India - Controversies about its role
(New enlarged edition) A. AR. Desai

What is Behind Assault on Democratic Rights in India
and Public Protest in Parliamentary Democracy (New
enlarged edition). A. R. Desai
Trends of Urban Development in India and
Proliferation of Slums and Squatting. A. A. Desai
Caste and Communal Vioience’in Independent India
A. R. Desai
Violation of Democratic Rights in West Bengal Since
Independence Niranjan Dutta
Rajiv Era - A Historical Perspective
Inquilabi Communist Sangathana
Dynamics of the World Political Situation A

_Revolutionary Marxist Perspective Ed. A. R. Desai

Women's Liberation and Politics of Religious Personal
Laws in India (Revised Edn.) Ed. A. R. Desai
The place of Marxism in History ~ Ernest Mandel
Imprisioning the Unions : (2nd Edition)
Mihir Desai and Jaya Chandra
Freedom of the Press :
Shobha Desai and Colin Gonsalves
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20. A justification of Reservations for OBCS Mihir Desal
21. Educational Policy of the State : Its impact on Human
Rights of underprivileged in independent india
Ed. A. R. Desai
22, Plan, Market and Democrary. Catherine Samary
23. Contemporary Relevance of the Great Debate in 20's

& 30's in the Soviet Union. John Ross
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