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A watchman burned alive at Kabaadi Market, Behrampura; Ahmedabad
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Catching Up with the Nation in Literacy

While in three decades between 1961 and 1991, literacy level increased by
24 percent in Madhya Pradesh, in the last one decade alone it has increased
by 20 percent — bringing literacy level in Madhya Pradesh on par with the

national average.

With this leap M.P. has crossed the National average of male literacy. Male
literacy (76.80 percent) in Madhya Pradesh is higher than the male literacy
in Karnataka (76.29) and Andhra Pradesh (70.85)

The increase in female literacy is even more striking. In the last decade,
there was an increase of 20.98 percent in female literacy, which is more than
the increase registered in three decades before 1991. The rate of growth in
female literacy in Madhya Pradesh is six percent higher than the national
average. Narrowing of gap between male and female literacy levels is an-
other significant trend of the decade. '

Capturing New Heights In Literacy

I Vadhya Pradesh IS




For the people who died in the attack on the Sabarmati
Express at Godhra on February 27, 2002.

In memory of all those who have been killed in the
genocide in Gujarat, which began on February 28, 2002.
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E DITOR'S NOTE

Genocide

Thc torching of bogev S 6 ot the Ahmedabad bound Sabarman Express at Godhra on February 27,01n
which 58 passengers, including 26 women and 12 children, were burnt 1o death, 1s an unpardonable act. The

perpetrators of this prossly inhuman cnme must be tried switth and given the most stringent punishment.
But, for the burned corpses ot the ill-tated passengers to become the jusutication tor armed squads of the
ruling BIP and 1ts ‘brother’ organisatons RSS, VHE, Bagrang 1l to launch a pogrom that sits well with
what the UN detines as genocide against the innocent Mushms of Gujaratz

Even dunng the unspeakable horrors that communities intlicted on cach other in 1946 and 1947 all organs
of the state had not been directhy immvolved in stoking the fires Not <o Guarar, 2002, The chiet mimister of
Gujarat, Narendra Modi, called the targetted attacks m 10 of Guugarat’s 24 disenicets, a ‘natural reaction’. Prime
Minuster Atal Behan Vapavee 1s guilty ot worse: It there was no Gadbra, there would have been no Gujarat,”
he said, at the meeting of the national exceutive of his party in Goam md-Apnl. Both the CM and PM have
opened themselves to the charge of comphaty in “enmes against humanin ',

The BJP, flanked by the RSS, VHP and BD combine in Gujarar had Lad their grounds well. Both the Modi,
and his predecessor, Keshubhar Patel had svstemancally implanted, through inadious hate propaganda and
school textbooks, the mindset to jusuty such a pogrom. Thev had thar men in kev jobs 1o prevent any
hindrance to thair plan. Thev used threat and intmidanon to numb conscience -keepers. And they trained their

cadres well. Thev besualised the ‘art of killing™.

Dead bodies no longer resembled human beings: thev were reduced  whenever they had not been burned
to ashes — to a grotesque and pathete sight that were a haunung seminder of the depth of hatred and the
intense dehumanisauon that the poliies of inherent supernionn and exclusiveness generates. Nowhere did
evewitnesses and vicums, survivors and observers, put the crowds who terronsed them at less than 2,000,
most often, even in far-tlung villages, they were closer to 10013000 strong mobs, armed with deadly agriculrural
implements. Kev men carnied guns and ritfles. “The number of cases of private tinng has astounded the state
police). A few in the crowd even carnied mobile phones 1o enable military co-ordianon in the artacks.

Rape was used as an instrument tor the subjugaton and humilianon ot a communite. A chilling and hitherto
absent techmgue was the dehberate destrucnon of evidence barning a tew cases, women who were gang
raped were thereatter hacked and burned.

Twentv-fix hours atter the Godhra tragedy, 38 bodies were brought 1o the Sola Cnal Hosputal tor the arth,
vengeful slogans were raised. Thereatter, from February 25 1o March 6, the raging tires ot hatred and venom
consumed 16 of Guarats 24 districes,

Manyv ministers in the Gujarat cabinet are members of the RSS,VHEP and BID. Ttas, theretore, not surprising
that survivors have named many kev leaders of these outtits, even cabinet ministers, as mob leaders. Mods
and his mobs have brazenly tlaunted the CrPPC the Arms Act and the Indian Consnrunon itself. Should they

be allowed 1o go scot-tree, the very future of Indian democracy would be in peril.

Fven as we go to press, violence continues in Grujarat. The p(»ll(‘(' <shot dead two persons on .-\prl] 16;
another met a similar tate on April 18, Twelve and 13 vear old girls were terronsed by mobs as thev appeared
for their eighth and ninth standard examinations,

In the last four vears, CC has put Gujarat on the cover five nmes and published several special reports,
drawing attention to the ominous signs of the build-up in the state. Hence, tor Teesta Setalvad to travel
through Gujarat, 1o record the accounts ot traumatised vienms and survivors to put this fact-finding report
together was both painful and heart-rending,

We pratetully acknowledge the unsunted support extended to us in this eftort by numerous survivors
presently in the relief camps and those managing them in Gujarar in partcular Rars, Hvas and Mahir whose
full names are being wathheld tor obvious reasons —; tather Cedne Prakash and Prashant, the management
and staft of Guarar Teday, tnends and colleagues hke Batuk Vora, Indubhar Jani, Hamt Lakdawala, Gautam
Thaker, Sophia Khan, Uves Sareshwala, Sheba George, among many others in Gujarat, SAHMAT (Delhi),
and Dr Uma Seth, Sufiva Pathan, Rashnu Gera and Granjah Dang, Najeeb Khan, And the enure Sabrang
team i Mumbai. But we alone assume full responsibiling for the contents of this report

Gujarat has thrown an un[\rc('cdcmcd challenge tor all individuals and groups working tor the resututon
of sanity, humane principles, representative democracy and the rule of law in this country. Do we have 1t in
us to challenge the tascist onslaught on the Indian Constitunon®

— EDITORS.
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February 7: “The speedy construction of the Ram temple
1s the only befitung reply to Islanuc terronsm which has shaken
the pillars of even the Indian Parhament,” he sad. Togadia
said 1t was high ime the povernment banned the muadrise: in
the country as thev had been converted into tactories
manufacturing Islamic militanes.”

— Pravin Togadia, VHD international genceral secretary, in

Pie Temes or Indta

February 7: I told vou, we bave had an overdose of
these pseudos whom vou so tondlv call seculansts, These
self-appointed seculansts can no longer fool the Hindus who
are aware of the elaborate plan to damage our rehigon and
religious beliefs. Take 1t from me that our level of tolerance
can be stretched no more. And those who come i our way
will be pulvensed.”

— Acharya Giriraj Kishore, \'HI? senior vice president, 1 an

MIiCrview to redsffoom

Eebruary 7: “We wouldn't want to sacnfice the present

BJP-led Centre that is sy mpathetc to our cause. But it it has
1o go at some stage 1n the cause of Ram temple construction,
we can't help i.”

— Ashok Singhal \'HP international presdent,

Iie Inidran bostress

Egbrgg;y 7. “lt will either have to be Pakistan or the

mandir. The mosque constructed by Babur at Avodhva
450 years ago by destroving the Ram temple and the
September 11 attack on the World Trade Centre are
symbols of Islamic whad. It is necessary for India, Jews
and the Western world to come together and fight Islamic
militants.”

— Pravin Togadia, \'HD, at a press conterence in Mumbae,

Vhe Airan {.'

Ecbruary 7: "It our government is ready to fimish
Pakistan, we are readyv to wait. However, our two demands

are, take over Pakistan and allow the temple construcuon. If

one s not happening, the other will. Theretore, we have given
nme to the government ull March 127
Pravin Togadia, HP, at a press conterence 1in Mumbay,

I'he Times of India.

February 11: “Soluton to the Kashmr problem lies through
Wwodbva. .. The whad mindset has to be defeated ar all coses.”
Pravin Togadia, VHP, at a news conterence i
Bhubancshwar, PTT.
February 11: “Besdes contesung the legal actnon, VVHP can
vo to the people and sav that matters of futh cannot be decided
by court. Thev can cite a precedent. The Mushms did not accept
the Supreme Court verdict in Shah Bano case and at that ime,
Conpress had brought in alegmslanon to change that verdier.”
Jana Krishnamurthy, BIP president, in an interview in the
Litest tssue of the RSS mouthpiece Pancharana, quoted m The
Limes of India
February 11: “We are readv to face anvthing and even to
tace the bullets when its a quesnon ot faith.”
Acharya Giriraj Kishore, VHP, at a press conference in
Combatore, Pl
Eebruary 12: “We are evervthung, BIP VHP, RSS. So where
is the question of a fight=”
— Ambika Nishad, 2 BIP member of the magar panchayat,
Avodhva, i The Times of India.
February 14: “We cannot wait tor the judiciary to decide
the taith of a parvcular community,”
— Pravin Togadia, VHP, at a press conterence 1in Vijavwada,
Newstime.
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YODHYA

February 14: “Today a situation has come when no railway
station or bus station 1s safe trom the threat of attack from
Islamic terronists. The only opuon left betore the country 1s
to declare a full-fledged war against Islamic nulitants and
deteat it, roundly and squarely.”

— Pravin Togadia, VHP, at a press conterence in Vijavwada,
Deccan Herald

February 17: “The statements of sants and sadhus never

hurt me.”
-— Atal Behari Vajpayee, on the VHP casuganng his
government’s stand on Avodhva, at a poll campaign press

conference in Lucknow, in he Times of India.

February 19: “The jchadi mentality that led Babar to

destrov the Ram temple at Avodhva more than 400 vears
ago was the same mentality that led to parttion of the country
in 1947, artack on the World Trade Center at New York on
September 11 last vear and attack on Parllament on
December 13, 20017

— Pravin Togadia, at a press conterence in Bhopal, PIT.

February 19: “No court in the world has the right, moral
or legal, to adjudicate on a matter of faith. The birthplace of
Lord Ram is a matter of faith just as Bethlehem, the birthplace
of Jesus Chrst was of great signiticance to the Chnstans.,
There 1s no questuon of shiting the location of the temple,
no matter who had ownership nghts to the land.™

— Pravin Togadia, at a press conterence in Bhopal, The

Times of India,

February 21: NEW DELHI: The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
todav warned of a “*Hindu backlash™ against those danng to
oppose the constructon of a Ram temple 1in Avodhya on
March 15, even as it made it clear that nothing would now
delay the project even tor a dav. Several VVHP leaders spoke
simultancously from different parts of the country — Ashok
Singhal and Acharva Ginra) Kishore here, Pravin Togadia
from Jaipur and Sadanand Kakade from Kochi - as i 1o
hammer home the point that they are determined to start
gathering the crowds of kar seraks {(voluntary workers) at
Avodhva from this weekend to get a 10 lakh strong crowd by

March 15 when construction would begin at the pravesh duar

(entrance of the temple), where shilamas was performed n
the late Eighues.

— Ashok Singhal, VHP, i [he Hindu

ruar : “If a maspd has to be constructed, it should
be done outside the 84 acre area and at a distance which
would not lead to any confrontanon.”
-— Ashok Singhal, poohpoohing an RSS suggesuon that a
mosque be constructed on the Sarvu Aver banks< in Avodhya, i an
interview to a prvate TV channel, quoted in The Times of Indra.
February 21: “When we say clearly there was a temple
and 1t 1s the birth place of Ram, the Mushms refuse to discuss
the matter.”

— Ashok Singhal, VHP, responding to the suggesuon ot a

negotated sertlement over Avodhva, The Times of Indra.

February 22: The sant who has been the spearhead of

the Ram Janmabhoomi movement and a major Hindutva
protagomist has given a call for arming all Hindus “if India
was to be saved trom disintegranon.” Ramchandra Paramhans,
who heads the powertul Digamabar Akhara in Avodhya, feels
it was high time India discarded the ‘Soft State’ tag,

In an exclusive interview to The Proneer, Paramhans argued
that the Ram Janmabhoomi movement was also aimed at
chminatuon of terror and 1n these disquiet tmes, all Hindus
should be given arms. He asserted, “Even we are ready to
suspend the temple movement and engage ourselves in the
protecuon of our borders.”

— Ramchandra Paramhans, chairman, Iigamabar Akhara
in Avodhva, The Proneer.

February 22: “B]P does not need Mushms to torm

government in UP”

— Atal Behari Vajpayee, PM, at an clection rallv in Varanasi,
The Astan Age.

February 23: (Bajrang Dal national convenor) SK Jain
sard 20 lakh Dal acuvists carrving the “tnishul™ would march
to Avodhva, adding, “they are ready to face any situation.”
The Dal leader said: “1f any Mushm organisanon makes an
attempt to rebuild the Babn maspd at Avodhya, the Bajrang
Dal would chant Hanuman Chalbisa at Delhi’s Jama Maspd.™

The Dal had drawn up a hist of 3,00 mosques across the
country that were built after demohshing temples, Jain said.
If Mushms did not respect the sentiments of millions of
Hindus, the Dal would not be able to stop a “massive upsurge™
against these mosques, he said at the VHP office.

-~ SK Jain, Bajrang Dal natonal convenor, The Telgraph

February 23: VADODARA: An altercation between
people and VHP supporters in Tankana village, Bharuch,
over an alleged inaident of cow slaughter turned violent when
a man died in police finng. Trouble started when some VHP
men, led by Vadodara based advocare Jaun Vvas, went to
Tankaria around 12 noon to record on camera what he said
was large-scale cow slaughter. “Last vear, too, our men with
the help of the police seized some cow-laden trucks near the
village. Along with some VHP men, | went to the village to
film the slaughter,” Vvas said. He sought police intervenuon
to stop the alleged slaughter.

—- Jatin Vyas, VVHP leader

February 26: NEW DELHI: A defiant VHP on Tuesday
night said 1t was determined to go ahead with the construcuon of
the Ram temple in Avodhya from March 15 “atall costs™. .. *“We
will g0 ahead with the process of construcnon from March 15 as
announced carlier. We are ready to face bullets or go o jal.”

— Acharva Giriraj Kishore, VHP, PT1

February 27: 57 killed as mob torches train in Gujarat




Godhra

On February 27, late by over four hours, the
Ahmedabad-bound Sabarman Express pulled into Godhra
stanon. After a 25 munute halt, aganst the scheduled 5 muinure
stoppage, the train pulled out of the plattorm. Fyven before
it could gather speed, the pulling of the alarm chain broughn
the train to a halt near the Mushm-mhabited Signal Falia
locality, less than a km. from the stanon. Twentv minutes
later, compartment 5-6 was on fire, as a result of which 3%
passengers, including 26 women and 12 children were enher
choked or burne to death.

Nothing, absolutely nothing can justity the Killing o1
nnocent people, whatever the provocation. But tor Guijarat's

chief minister, Narendra Modi, and manv leading hghes of

the sangh panrar, this heinous crime hecame the justification
for the *natural reaction” agamst Mushms across the state.

Even 50 davs later, 1t 1< evident that only a1 full ledeed
inquiry will be able to finallv settle the 1ssue of who was, and
the motve behind, the torching of 4 few compartments of
the Sabarmat Express. That such an imquiry must be
conducted and the guilty punished 1s without question,
Meanwhile, taken together, the comments of Ahmedabads
former commussioner of police, MM Singh “Godhra has a
history of communal riots. Te was known that £ar crado were
coming by that route. This fact necessitated preventive

deplovment. That was, apparently, not done;™s and those of

Major General (reured) Fustace De’Sourza, who on more
then one occasion has been involved n dousing the fire in
communally-sensitive Godhra
demand immediate attention. (See box, puge 14,

“1 see a tiendish plan:™:

Ina report published on February 23, the fun Morcdha, a Hinds

daily published from Faizabad, detaled instances of provocative
behaviour by kar seraks. who allegedly beat and threatened
Mushm passengers, insisting that thev chant *Jar Shme Runr'. The
even unveiled Mushm women. (See box, page 12},

The Jan Morcha report published two davs beore the meident

at Godhra, reports the conduct of kar seraks from Gujarat
headed tor Avodhva, But by several accounts, the conduct
of &ar erads returning to Ahmedabad by the all-fated Sabarmat

Express on February 27 was no better:

Uhe Hendwe reported on February 28: “Evewitnesses said
that about 1,200 Ramr seraks” were travelling in the train. The
local people in the Mushm-dominated Godhra town had been
irntated” by the “abusive language’ used by the *Ram seraks’
while they were gomg to Avodhva by the same train a few
davs ago. They had reportedly raised slogans as the train
approached Godhra on the return journey this morning.”

N reportan The Times of India, on February 28 stated:
"Officals said a mob, enraged by the provocative slogan
shounng by the VHP activists, attacked the train just after it
lett Gadhra radway station at 6.30 am.... Officials said it
was possible that some passengers from Godhra travelling
by the tran had been harassed along the way by the VHP
activists returning trom Avodhva and thev had incited the
mob 1o attack the passengers after getung off the train. ..
However, other accounts say that the mob was waiting to
pounce on the tramn because they knew the VHP and Bajrang
Dal actvists were returning from Avodhva.”

And on March 7, Akbarbaig Sirajuddin Shah, a Mushm
passenger who was returning to Ahmedabad wath his family, in
ananterview with the Gujarau dady, Gugarar Today, recounted the
mishehaviour of the #ar scerades thre waghout the e urney. (See bav.

As stated earlier, no provocanon whatsoever can justfy a
heinous crime hike burning people to death. But the misconduct
ot &ar seruds 1s nonetheless important to record for two reasons:
e, goven such persistent hoolganism, where was the intelligence
machinery of the law enforcement authonues? Why was no
preventive measure taken by the police? Tu, if the artack on
kar seraks was pre-planned, as chief munister Modi and Union
home minister LK Advan have maintained, was the outrageous
conduct of kar seruks a part of the pre-planning?
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The former Ahmedabad CP, MM Singh's has observed:

“Burning nearly 60 passengers alive at a district
headquarters railway stanon is unprecedented. Godhra has a
history of communal nots. It was known that kar seraks were
coming by that route. This fact necessitated preventive
deplovment. That was, apparently, not done. With modern
means of communication it should be unlikelv that the
mulufarious safetv and secunwy installanons at Godhra iself
were not informed on the first sign of trouble,
determined man in khaki firing a tew effective shots could
have checked the worst, as witnessed in Parliament.

Fyen one

Gaodhra railway station has RPE. Godhra has a railway
police stavon, too. A district headquarters with police HQ)
armed police, control room, town police station with eight
chowkses, all equipped with telephones and a taluka police stauon
It1s the HQ of SRP Bn, too and has a municipal Fire Brigade.
These are the points one has to ponder nstead of a routine
probe, whose report gathers dust”. (Letter to the editor, The
Limes of India, 1 March 2002

Godhra 1s a small town with a roughly equal population
of Mushms and Hindus and a long and bloody history of
communal tension and violence. The Mushms living ar ghe
Signal Faha area near the raillwav stanon, who allegedly
attacked the Sabarmat Express with tragic consequences,
are ‘Ghanchis,” a largely uneducated and poor community,
reportedly conservative and prone to react quickly; records
and accounts also say that theyv have been quick to assemble
and parucipate in earher rounds of communal violence.
Godhra has had tensions (that were inaidentally quickly
controlled by a quick recall of the army in 1948, 1n 1953-55,
and again in 1985). This ume this did not happen.

Loocal accounts sav that stornies ot the behaviour of &ar
sevaks (behieved to be as many as 1,
preceded the train’s arrival. Dahod, an-hour-and-a-halt
before GGodhra, had seen the eruption of tension and the
news had already travelled. As the train pulled in and stopped
at Godhra railway station, locals who live just outside the
station recounted (see box on testtmonies of wutnesses) that thev
heard abusive shouts and sounds of stone throwing from
the station. Vendors near the station recounted that tea stall
owners at the staton (who incidentally hail trom the same
Ghanchi Mushm community) had an altercation with the
kar seraks who refused to payv. One elderly vendor on the
platform was threatened by the £ar seraks and asked to shout
slogans; they pulled his beard and assaulted him when he
refused.

200 or so on board) had

At this point, :lccurdmg to some locals who spoke to this
writer on March 22, a local Muslim woman, Jaitunbib was
waiting tor the train to Vadodara scheduled to arrive at around
8 a.m., with her two voung daughters, Sophiva and Shahidi.
On uhscnm;‘ the altercatons, they tried to flee the staton.
Suddenly, a kar serak obstructed their departure, grabbed
Sophiva and tried to drag her inside the compartment. He
did not succeed in doing so.

{(Bv the ume this writer reached Godhra, on March 22, ¢-
mails were in circulation, claiming that she had been dragped
inside and the attempt to rescue her was the trigger that
culminated in the torching of bogev S-6. Later, this family

left for Vadodara, When this reporter spoke to Sophiva’s kin
in Godhra, where she had come with her famuly tor Id, she
confirmed that Sophia did not get dragged into the tran.
The train was statoned at the Godhra raillwav station for 20.
23 muinutes before it began to move away.

By now tempers ran high and stone pelung had begun
from both sides. As the train began to pull out, the emergency
chain was pulled 1n one of the three general compartments
in the tront of the 16-bogey train, (bogevs 85 and SO were
cleventh and twelfth respecovely in this chamn). The train
halted brietly. In a tew minutes, the tramn reached Signal Faha,
about a kilometre away trom the stanon. Here, 1t was stopped
again when the emergencey chain was pulled. Who pulled the
chain® In which compartment was the chamn pulled?

chnrl'i of misbehaviour, rcpc.ln‘(l provocation, the
rumour of abduction of a voung Mushm girl, allegedlv incited
a 2,000 strong mob ot GGhanchi Mushms from Signal Faha
to attack the train with stones and tire bombs, The kar seraks
also resorted to stone throwing. The main target of the
Ghanchi mob appears to have been coach 86, which was
badly burnt. It wasin this coach that 38 passengers, including
26 women and 12 children were killed. In companson, the
adjoining coach, 85 was not badly damaged, with only a few
windows broken

That day, there were only 3 SRP men on duty; of the 111
GRP [Government Ratlwav Police) officers stationed
Godhra, only 2 or 3 were on duty; though the Fire Bnigade
station 15 only 5 minutes aw av from the raillwav station, 1t
took a while for the fire bngade to reach the torched coach.
Two GRP jawans reached the spot within minutes; 1t 15 a
matter of serious conjecture why thev did not fire shots to
disperse the mob. The arnival of fire-fighters was delaved
allegedly by Bilal, a local leader according to one version; a
second version savs he was helping the vicnms.

Was the attack pre-planned? A semor police otfical in
charge of investigating the Godhra incident, while requestng
anonvmuty, gave the mst of his findings as follows:

»  Chanwvallas 1n the train come trom the same communiny
(Ghanchis). On the Dahod Godhra sector there was an
altercation between the &ar seraks and the chamallabs on the

train. Thev reached Godhra.

»  Tea Vendors at Godhra stanon collected, as agamn
there was an exchange of words abour pavments. The vendors
from the station got on to the tramn and at Signal Falia they
were the ones who pulled the chain. Other Mushms collected
from the fast. Many local Mushms got into the train,

» Thev procured diesel from the garages near the tracks.
That diesel was thrown, using cloth balls dipped in diesel. Stones
were also pelred.

Criminologically speaking, in the assessment of this officer,
the fire was notintended. It ‘caught more than they expected”’
“There was no pre-planning.”

Interesungly, the following report published by The Timees
of India Narch 29, quotes the inspector general of police, PP
Agja as staung that there 1s no evidence at all that the attack
was pre-planned:




Victims’ voices

A.Fu:r pelting stones they started pouring kerosene
in our compartments and set them afire. Only a few of us
managed to come out of the broken windows. The adults
and the old people were stuck inside. The old women
were pleading, ‘don’t kill us’ but they just didn't listen,”
says Gayatri Panchal (16), who says 3-4 people ran after
her as soon as she jumped off the train.

(The Indian Express, 28 February 2002)

Sixry-ﬁvc-ycar-nld Devika Luhana was trembling with
anger as she alighted from the ill-fated train. “It was
vandalism at its worst. They did not even spare old people
like me and pelted stones indiscriminately. They will all go
to hell for this act of malice,” said Devika, who could not
even retrieve her bag as she ran for her life.

“They stormed inside the women’s bogey, and before
we could react they set the enure bogie on fire. Some of
us managed to escape, but a number of our sisters got
trapped. .. it was horrifying,” said Hetal Patel, a member
of Durga Vahini.

Terror still haunts 13-year-old Gvanprakash as he bursts
into tears from time to time. “I cannot forget the sight of
people burning in front of me,” he says while recuperating
at the Ahmedabad city hospital.

Gyanprakash was on the S2 coach of the Sabarmat
Express when it was set ablaze in Godhra on Wednesday.
His family was returning to Ahmedabad after attending a
relative’s funeral. They had boarded the train at Kanpur.
Gyanprakash recalls the horror: *“The train had just left
Godhra but stopped a little way away from the station.
Suddenly, stones were being thrown at the train. The pelting
continued for almost an hour. Then something was hurled
into our coach and there was smoke everywhere.

“It was so suffocating 1 could hardly breathe. I heard
my father telling me to get off the train. 1 went to the
door but saw that people trying to get off were being
stabbed. I went to the other side and jumped off.”

(Mid-day, 6 March, 2002)

thmdurya, probably one of the few survivors of
coach S-6, recalls how he had to virtually choose the
“manner of his impending death,” which he thought had
become certain then — whether to stay back in the
compartment and get burnt alive or crawl out of the coach
through a broken window and face the stone-pelting,
weapon-wielding mob. Bhattacharya, a retired employee of
a private sector firm in Lucknow, knew the journey wasn't
going to be a comfortable one, what with a large number
of Ram sevaks boarding the train at the Lucknow station.

“In Rudiyali, close to Lucknow, we had our first brush

with stone-pelung,” says Bhattacharya. Luck ran out for the
Sabarmau Express at Godhra station. “Like at every other
station, the Ram senaks had got down on the platform on
Wednesday morning, shouting Jai Shri Ram slogans, even
breaking into an imprompru dance.” But, Bhattacharya
realised that all was not well at Godhra when we saw the
Ram sevaks scurrying in and barking at fellow passengers to
pull the shutters down as the train pulled out of the station.

“I saw a broken window. Its bars had also been twisted
apart.” He had not missed the irony. “The attack itself had
actually opened up a way for me,” Bhattacharya said. “At
that moment, it was a choice between the devil and the
deep sea. The flames were leaping up close to me. I would
have been engulfed in them or asphyxiated if I stayed back.
The other choice was to climb out of the window and face
the rampaging mob. I chose the latter,” he said.

(The Times of India, 28 February 2002)

‘Inmcxtmncl\ disturbed over what is happening in our
mlhadplcadcdmthfoldcdhmdsm:ﬂwhommm)
son’s cremation to please restrain themselves and maintain
peace,” Govind Makwana told Times News Network on the day
of besna of his only son Umakant, 22, who was bumt alive on
board the Sabarmati Express. “Killing other people is not the
solution. Losing a son is shattering, and I want no father or
mother to suffer from this feeling,” pleaded Govindbhai.

Rajendra Singh Thakur and his father were among the
few who managed to escape death at Godhra railway station.
They had miraculously crawled out alive from the blazing
S6 compartment of the ill-fated Sabarmat Express, and
would like to put the gory incident behind them. Vengeance
1s not on their agenda and with good reason too.

(The Times of India, 3 March 2002)

R.-\T[.-\M (MP): Many lives could have been saved
vesterday when the Sabarmat Express was set ablaze by
arsonists at Godhra, if the Railway Protection Force(RPF)
jawans had not left the spot following the stone-pelting by
the miscreants, according to an eyewitness.

Travelling Ticket Examiner (TTE) Sajjanlal Raniwal,
who was in charge of §-3 and S-4 three-tier coaches
vesterday, told UNI here today that an armed RPF party
had reached the spot soon after getting information.
Despite being armed with rifles, they fled in panic as soon
as miscreants started throwing stones on them.

After that, he said, the miscreants, equipped with sharp-
edged weapons, virtually brought about a reign of terror
for more than an hour and finally set ablaze S-6 sleeper
coach which had nearly 125 passengers, he added.

(UNI, 1 March 2002)
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“The case 1s still bemng investigated and if there was some
deep conspiracy, then we are vet to find 11, said inspector
general of police (ralwavs) PP Agja. Apga, who for the better
part of the last one month has been camping at Godhbra,
spoke with The Times of India standing in front of the ralway
police station on the platform where trouble began.

“According to the sequence of events as tound by the police,
all was not well in coach S-6 of the Ahmedabad-bound
Sabarmau Express on that dav. A group of unruly Ram seade
had boarded the train at Lucknow without reservanons and
had put to discomtort the 66 genuine passengers of the coach.
Some of the ticket-paving passengers had to sleep on the floor,
so overcrowded had the compartment become that the ncket
collector who came aboard the train at Radam (two statnons
before Godhra) was not allowed to enter the coach.

“At Godhra station, the hawkers on the plattorm started
stoning the train after an unsavoury mcdent, especially
targeting coach S-6, because some occupants of the coach
had given oftence. At anv pomnt of ume, there are some 250
hawkers on the staton. Some of them carry stoves with
kerosene in them. All of them hve in the slum called Signal
Falia next to the stanon,” sad Aga

He added: “This means it 1s not surprising that a crowd
could collecr at the stanon so tast. The people who hve cheek

Baj Dal activists on Sabarmati Express

by ol 1n the slums next o the stanon mclude a tair share of
crimimals indulging i ralway enmes hke looting, pick-
pocketng and stealing « it poods of passengers and also ralway
properiv. All ot them are Ghanchi Muslims and thev are
uncducated, without any jobs and poor”

From 8.30 am. when the Godhra attack on the Sabarman
Iapress ook place untl 730 pom. that evening, repeated
statements by the Godhra distnet collector, Javanthi Ravi relaved
on Doordarshan and Akashwan radio: stated that “the inadent
was not pre planned, it was an acadent.” 1t was only atrer 7730
pm., when €M Narendra Modi spoke and called 1t a “pre
planned, violent act of terronsm’ that the official version changed.

As we have seen above, investigatng otficials have vet to
tind anyv proot of the Godhra atroaity being pre-planned.
Nonetheless, Modi, Uon home munister LK Advani and others
continue 1o rerterate the distorted version of the monve behind
the madent a1 Godhra, W her and wén the povernment’s version
changed needs senous investgaton because itis widely bebeved
that 1t 1s the “pre-planned, violent act ot terronsm’ theory,
pronounced by polincians and given a huge splash by much of
the Gujarat press, which provided the lethal charge to the
‘backlash’.

Signal Falia, where the Godhra Rahway Stanon s located, 1s
home to auto repair we wkers, nickshaw Pll[](‘f\ auto-nckshaw

at up Muslims

force them to shout, ‘Jai Shree Ram?

(Jan Morcha, edited by Sheetla Prasad, is a Hindi daily published from Ayodhya. The paper carried the following story

on 25 Feb. 2002. This is an English translation of the text)

Bhelsar (Faizabad), 24 February: Trishuldbari Bajrang Dal workers, travelling to Ayodhya on board the Sabarmau
Express this morning, let loose a reign of terror upon dozens of helpless Muslim passengers, burga clad women and
innocent children. They also targeted the people waiting at the platform, forcing them to shout the slogan, ‘Jai Shree
Ram!” A few even declared themselves to be Hindus in order to escape their wrath.

According to eyewitnesses, close to 2000 #ishul carrying Bajrang Dal workers, on board the Sabarmat Express
coming from the direction of Lucknow, began indulging in these activities from the Daryabad Station. Anyone identified
as a Muslim on the train was mercilessly attacked with mishuls and beaten with iron rods. Even women and innocent
children were not spared. Burgas were pulled off, women were beaten with iron rods and dragged, people waiting at the
platform were also similarly targetted.

This continued between the Daryabad and Rudauli Stations. According to an evewitness, a youth who protested
against this barbarism was thrown off the train between the Patranga and Rojagaon stations. Several women, badly
wounded and covered in blood, jumped off the train as it pulied into Rudauli around 8 a.m. The Bajrang Dal activists
also got off the train and started attacking those whom they identified as Muslims from among those present on the
platform.

Ata Mohammad, from Takia Khairanpur, waiting to catch a train to Allahabad, was badly beaten, some others were
forced to shout, Jai Shree Ram!” Some escaped by declaring that they were Hindus. 50-year-old Mohd. Absar who lives
near the station was grabbed as he stepped out of his house. His long beard was rudely pulled before he was repeatedly
stabbed with mishuls. Another man from the Rudauli police station area who happened to be at the station was badly
beaten with iron rods. Local residents rang up the police.

By the time the police chowki-in-charge, Bhelsar, arrived at the station, the train had left and the injured were being
rushed to the hospital. No report was registered at the police station since the officer-in-charge was unavailable. The
injured have no idea why they were attacked. Rumours are rife. The people are petrified; respected Hindus and
Muslims of the area have condemned the shameful attack, Muslim religious leaders have appealed for peace and
requested that there be no retaliation.

o~
(=]
(—]
(3]
=
(- =
a.
<
=
[&]
[-
<
=
.
—
<
-]
=
o
(&}
=
«@
-
g
-
e |
=
=
(=}
(&

-t
N




drivers, small ume wagon breakers and cniminal elements
reportedly Iving in the slum. As such, the pathenng ot a large
mob at a short notce and the avalabihne of improvised petrol
bombs and other weapons and mmplements, do not by
themselves support the theory of any deep-rooted consprracy,
with or without the support ot the toreirn agencies.

(This reporter has been 1old about a contidential meeting
between the top brass of the BJP cabuner, the VHP, the RS
and the Bayrang Dal on the evening of February 27, allegredhy

to plan details of the carnage that was 1o follow. See Paliee’

section.) 11 true, this might ofter some clue as to why the
official version underwent a dramatic shife.

News of the deaths enraged the duwr eradc who then tned 1o
attack a nearby mosque at Sigmal Falia: The pohce tired 30 1ear
gas shells and tourteen rounds of hve bullets o disperse them.
The damaged coaches 85 and 86 were detached, and the tran
departed with the rest of the passengers at 1240 pm. On the
wav to Ahmedabad, some kar cradsreportedly stabbed 2-3 people
at the Vadodara railway station, giving a clear warning ot things
to come. The inquest and post-maortem of all the recovered
bodies was undertaken by 430 pm. Under instrucuons trom
the admunistraton in Ahmedabad, all the bodies, excluding those
of the five passengers from the Gedhra regon, were disparched
to the Civil Hospital, at Sola, Ahmedabad.

By the evening of February 27, a well-hatched scheme to
make maximum pohiucal capital out of Godhra had been
Lwinched. A< part of this scheme, arc wund 2.30 a.m., bodies of
the der wraks were brought to Ahmedabad. Around 500 people
were wating outside Sola Civil Hospital in Ahmedabad for the
charred bodies to arnve from Godhra, By 3.35 am,, a convoy
ot iive trucks led by a pilot Gypsy entered the hospital compound.

Slogancenng started: ‘Kar sevak, amar raho” and *Hindu ekta
condabad as small bundles carrving the vicums’ remains were
ot loaded on to waiting stretchers. The mood was morose but
tears were few. Anger welled in the eves of bereaved relauves
as each bundle - the remains of the Godhra massacre victims

was placed on ice slabs. Vows for vengeance and shouts of
*Jar S Ram’ resounded throughout the hospital compound as
a martvrs” honour was accorded to the Godhra vicums.

“For the nine from Amreawadi who lad ther bives for the
country, there will be %) more to replace. We had gone there for
Yayma® only, vet the dars (read Mushms) butchered the devotees.
This ime we will go and construct the Ram temple,” savs a wainng
VHP man outside the hospital. The corpses of the unfortunate
vicums of the Godhra arson were used to launch a statewade
pogrom of decimation that has not enarely stopped to date.

Gujarat and the whole country were on a red alert due to
the aggressive mobihisaton by the VHP for rebuilding the

‘Sit, we are in great trouble’

‘Sir. we are in great trouble. We started from Faizabad and from there to here we had a lot of problems. We have
come in fear and we are afraid here also. Please get us to Ahmedabad, we want to go to Ahmedabad,” pleads Akbarbaig

Sirajuddin Shah.

A witness to the harassment and bullying kar seraks from Faizabad to Godhra, 18- year-old Shah was travelling on the
Sabarmati Express train on the night of February 26 with his father-in-law, Fateh Mohammed and his wife. They are
originally from Kadhra village in Basti zila of Uttar Pradesh. All three of them live in Gulamnabi Sheth’s Chawl, which
is in Shah Alam, Ahmedabad. They earn their living by making and selling brooms.

Akbarbaig related the story of his trip to Gandhi, a correspondent of Gujarat Today. He related the bullying ways of
the kar sevaks, saying that from the time these people got in the train, they were brazenly bullying and shouting slogans

against Muslims.

“They were hitting them, not paying for tea and snacks and hurling filthy abuses and raising obscene slogans. Every
time the kar seraks saw any Muslim on the train or on any staton, they would force him to put a red #lk on his

forehead and shout, ‘Jar Shree Ram!’

The injustice shown to a Muslim family has been narrated by this 18-year-old married lad, Akbarbaig. He stated that
at night, while the train was moving, the kar sevaks tried to force a Muslim woman to say Jai Shree Ram!” The woman
fearlessly refused and her husband also joined her in protesting against the acts of the kar senaks. On this they mercilessly
beat up the couple. Not only that, in the middle of the night they pulled the chain and pushed the family, including

children, out of the train.

“In the darkness we could not find out which station or town it was and we did not even try to find out. The kar
senaks were wreaking such terror that we could only see our deaths before us” But one TT was kind enough to put the
Muslim family in the last coach. This is only one incident — there were innumerable such incidents. While this family
(mentioned above) was pushed out after stopping the train, one or two Muslims were pushed out of the moving train.

“Even at night, at every station, the kar sevaks would chant hymns to Ram and start dancing on the platform. But
they behaved like Ravana, which would not only shame a true Hindu and hurt his feelings but also shame Lord Ram.”

(Interviewed by Gujarat Today correspondent, Yunsus Gandbi, in Godbra on March 7).
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The fallout in Godhra

(In Godbra, among others, CC spoke to two women whose homes are situated just outside the Godbra railway station)
Khai ’

thn I rushed out of my house on hearing the shouting and screaming, 1 could not make out what was happening,
| saw stones coming from the train and stones being thrown back. Later, we heard that Muslims had set fire to the
bogey. Still later, we heard that the kar seraks had ordered chai, purt from the vendors and refused to pay. At that ime
there were only 5-10 Muslims on the platform.

We also heard later that the &ar seraks tried to pull 2 Muslim girl from Baroda, who was waiting to catch the 8 am.
mail train, inside their compartment. It was then that Muslims came out in large numbers. But 1 want to ask you, what
were the RPF and the station master doing?

Since then, our whole basti has had to suffer for the tragedy that took place on the train. Every night there is
combing and our voung men are threatened and arrested.

Sahili

thn the shouting and stone throwing started, we women also came out. We were shocked at what we saw. About
20-30 kar sevaks in bbagwa dress were making obscene gestures at us. Some of them stripped and started showing their
private parts while the police were standing and laughing. For 20-25 minutes this went on. What was the police doing at
this ume? I saw with my own eyes that the police were passing stones to the kar sevaks to throw on us. Their behaviour
was one-sided.

It is now nearly 25 days (interviewed on March 23) since the train tragedy but the whole bas#f continues to be treated
as if we are all ciminals. Every night the police come, force open our cupboards, threaten us, and behave badly. We feel
terrorised. “Ham Muslimon ki sunwai na pardes men hai, na des mai.” (““We Muslims have no justice, in India or abroad.”)

For 12 hours every day our electric connection is put off. When we call up the 1/idyut Board to complain, we are
told, “Kya aap log light ke bva.& bo kya?" “Do vou people deserve to be provided with electriaty?”) Our water supply has been
reduced to one hour a day; it is clear that we are being harassed. The irony is that the sarkari godown for grains is
located in our area. Government servants come here happily and there is no danger to them. Only we are being
harassed. We know that Muslims won’t ever be employed in the Home Guards.

Godhra’s communal history

(Godbra bas bad a long history of inter-community tensions. But over the past 60 years or so, the conflicts have been quickly contained
because of sensible and responsible governance. CC spoke to retired major general Eustace De'Souza of the Indian armry who thrice during
his military career was called upon to quell riots in Godbra and who succeeded in controlling the situation within hours each time. The first
time was in 1948 when be was a captain with the Maratha regiment (Adpnct One). Ferpt from bis conversation with CC:

“We had just returned after seven years from Italy and Japan. Our first peace station was at Ahmedabad, in 1948,
when the tensions in Godhra first broke out. Two ﬂ‘.ln;, columns of the (Hindu) Marattha regiment were immediately
sent out. We were given full powers and within hours we did our job to the joy of the locals. Why did this happen?
Simply because the authorities could anticipare thar the police may not/or could not control the tensions that had
erupted and we were called in.

were called out because the situation bccamc tense :md we did the same :hlng

“And in 1985, when I was general of the 5% Battalion of the Marattha Regiment, we were summoned to Godhra and
within hours peace reigned.

“Why were a few columns of the army not kept on alert, summoned back from the border where there are tensions
and kept on standby and given full powers to intervene in a critical situation?

“I see a fiendish plan concocted at the beginning of 2002, knowing that all troops had been pulled to the border. The
government did not keep even a few columns on alert that could have done the job effectively. It functioned on the
assumption that even after violence was unleashed, it would take the columns of the army stationed at the border at
least 72 hours before they could arrive. Even then they were nof given full powers.”
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Avodhva movement. as mam

as B OO preventive

In Mumbua, the police made
arrests i the first week of March, 1o
keep the stuatton under serict control, In contrast, even wzo
Godhra happened, the Guiarat police arrested oy sus persons
in Ahmedabad, And borh were Mushms,

On February 27, anter the Guxdhra rrageds, though the R \]

was called in, no adequarte powers were piven to the torees Though
curtew was declared 1in Godbra, the R AF men were made to <1t in
the otticers’ mess, helpless, unable o do anvibung

On the atternoon ot February 25, winle Godbira was enurely
under curtew, 200 3000 cabins <k s thut hine the ralway station
selling therr wares and belong to Muashmes, were demolished,
asing a bulldozer belonging 1o the Godhra mumcpahitng under
police protecnon. The economic loss ot this destrucnon s Ry,
34 crores. The Mushm owners of these she s see nothing but

v teach them a lesson™ monve bebind this acr.

An invesugmuon into the backeround of Godhra shows that
when disturbances crupted i 1965, the then collector prompthy
arrested both Mushms and Hinduas whose names appeared n
FIRs and wathin a couple of davs, the disurbance was curbed,
Fven atter the October 1980 disturbances, the then collector
Smt. SK Verma, had immedutely pur the misereants bebind bars

It a similar, no-nonsense and non partsan
. by promptly

pproach had
tollowed the Godhra madent on February 27
apprehending the suspected enmimals, ension would have
been contuned. And the chances of a vengetul and a nghly
organised spree of retalatony killings that demonstrate even
clement of ethrie cleansng and genocaide, would have been
pre cmptui That this did no h.lp;u-n sugrrests a ek of mrent
on the part of those in government to tike prompt preventive

measures i order to de escalate the siruanon

Though all accounts sugpeest that there was pProvociton
cnough by the darserads, hile can jusany the cnime thar burned
5K persons alive. The putln need to be brought to book and
punished. The tragedv and crime simply need 1o be placed in
the charged and venomous atmosphere that our country and
our politv has been beld vicnm to, where sane, ranonal impalses
are being overwhelmed by rage, revenge and violence.

The immednate uproar that this ghastly artack led o, the
subscquent police action and pohucal mampulanon of the
motives has caused manv witnesses o simply dither rrom
pving evidence, The dav 1 visied Godhira, the area around
the staton and Signal Faba was cenly quiet. [e was also the
dav the NHRO was visiing. Twice, the vehicle we were moving
around in was attacked. Curfew was imposed and even as we
were doving through the ety tense as 1t was, o persons
were shot atin police finng.

Amonyg those arrested tor the Godhra tragedy tiest under
POTA; under this Liw were removed . are
mumcipal councillors, Abdul Dhantva and Salim Shakhb.
Shatkh Abdul Hamud Gattar who was also arrested, 15 a brother
of Salim Shakh. Godhra nagarpalika president Mohhamad
Hussain Kalota and another councillor Hap Bilal, who have

later charges

also been accused of violence, are absconding,

Some locals point out the local polites of the Godhra
municipality which, in therr opimion, has also contributed to
the schisms. In Apnl 2001 the BIP partv was ruling the

nunicpahne but taled ina no contidence moton” through
swhich a Mushm was clected president. For the first nme inns
bustore, Mushms dominated the Godhra municipalin,

W hile one section of those interviewed clearly blames Bilal
toranempung 1o disrupt the fire department workers, another
version sivs thut Bailal and Abdul Rebman were actually getting
scheduled ar Gandhinagar that
Suddenly, they pot a call

ready to v tor a l‘.L‘.ir'lfl\__'_
dav on the disqualiticaton case
trom workers of the mumapabne intorming them thar the
At that stage, according 10 the second

and actaally helped conrrol the

tr.an had cauehr nire
verston, Bilal rushed there
angry Mushmes and assisted i putting out the tire. The persons
who gave this intormuanon sad t the ISP ot Panchmahal

disrrier, Rasu Bhareava, knows these tacts about Bilals conduct

bur i« quiet because of pressure from the government.

Epilogue

Ater the Godbra tragedy the Gugarar police arrested 62
poersons including at least seven bovs, all sard to be under the
are of 160 They were baoked under the Prevenuon o1
Terronsm Ordinance by the povernment radway police ' GRP
tor the February 27 attick on the Sabarman B Xpress n
Godhra, Following areportin [he Didran 1. APreison Ih(_ brased
muanner i which POTO was used, the povernment withdrew
all Mushms, in mud-March, But
the accused, including the seven bovs, sull tace charges ot
murder, attempt to murder, coiminal CONSPIFACY, Arson, rioting

M are i the GRP lockup

the ordinance aganst the 62

and damaging public propern.

here since February 27

In violinon ot the orders of the Supreme Court n the
[oginder Singh case, which held  that tamilv members ot
arrested persons should be mtormed wathin 24 hours, the
these bove were never intormed, sav ther lawvers,
Haroon hllnl Faroog Kharadi, Firozkhan
Pathan residents ot Sienal Faliac, Asit Kader, Altat Diwan
and Nuascer Pathan residents ot Veplpur Road ; and

Hasankhan Pathan of [iihod

parents of
Tht hr\\s ArC:

The inspector of Godhra Town police stanon K Trived
sand 1t was not possible to check therr age ar the ume of arrest.
“They were seen near the site of the incident, so we arrested
them, The rest will be taken care ot by the wdiciary,” he said.
Hasankhan Pathuan, whoas 1 Cliss TN student in Dahod i the
Panchmabals disener, 150 kme away, had come to Godhra to
February 260 His date ot birth

198G,

meet bis aunt and ancle on

accordimg 1o school records s Octaber 31,

Fhs relatve Hussamnm Khan Pathan sad:
he was plaving with some other local bovs,

“In the morniny,
includimg Firoz
and NMustag, when they heard of something going on near
the ralway track. They ot scared and came inside their houses,
After a few hours, the police came and picked Hasan near
Al maspd on charges of mass murder”

U nder the Juvemle Jusuce Act, minors below 16 have to be
sent 1o quvenile home, not to a police lock-up. “Bur thev have
been kept mn polee custedy along with other accused i this
case. We showed the ape-proot documents of these minors to
police, but thev did not hsten 1o us” <aud Soukat [ Samor,

senior advocate, who represents some ot the accused.

Here s one more instance of police misconduct in the
context ot the Gadhra tragedy and the genocide that tollowed,
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Call to arms

AHMEDABAD: Terming the attack on Sabarmati Express at Godhra in Panchamabhal district of
Gujarat as a “pre-planned, violent act of terrorism”, chief minister Narendra Modi said the state
g{)\'t.'rnn]c"t was
viewing the incident “very seriously™.
PUL 28 Feiruary 28, 1402351 am.

*

‘As soon the train left the platform and moved a bit further, about half-a-kilometre or so, it was
stoned. After the stoning, inflammable materials like diesel, petrol etc. were thrown in = looks like a
pre-planned incident - and immediately the $6 coach was set on fire... This is not a riot. In a riot there
is a confrontation, in a communal riot there is retaliation. This is just pre-planned, organised and as
though all things have been prepared in advance. And for the situation to develop in a matter of
minutes — it looks like an organised sort of crime...’

—  Gordhan Zadapbia, punicter af 5l for bopre, Coararat A Tak, 27 Vebruary 202

 J

Union home minister I. K Advani on Monday said the Godhra mayhem was a “pre-meditated attack”
and described the arson that followed as “nothing but communal violence.” Mr Advani told a crowded
press conference here that while the Godhra incident was the result of a “pre-meditated” plan, the
subsequent killing spree “was nothing but communal violence.”

Datdy Proneer, 4 March 2002 4
*
“This has never happened in the history of independent India. Hindu society will avenge the
Godhra killings. Muslim should accept the fact that Hindus are not wearing bangles. We will respond
vigorously to all such incidents.’

vi. amternational pemeral cecretary, VP moan terrien 1o Hotime m ~hodha,
L ]

LUCKNOW: Chairman of the Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas Ram Chandra Paramhans has warned of a
possible Hindu backlash. “These unarmed kar sevaks, who were merely chanting Ram naam, were
peacefully going back to their homes,” Paramhans said, adding that a reaction to this attack by
“Islamic fihadis’ could not be ruled out.
Vie Velegraph, 28 February 2002,

“The violence during the bandh was a result of natural outpouring of anger and grief over the
Godhra massacre.’
— (1 HP ”“(_)p,r““{f”'r‘ Aeharya Grray Kishore, on the marnmg ot 28 February 20020 tn The Times of India.)

L

‘Whoever stays with us will benefit. You can sce the results in UP. In this country whoever stays with
the Hindu community and Hindutva, will benefit, or they will suffer.
— (Jardeep Patel, jornt secretars. 1 'HP Gurarat and an accused i the Naroda Dittva viaisacre 0 Abmedabad Noewshour, Ntar News, 27

Febrrars 2002,

*

‘Incidents like this (Godhra) show the psyche of a community. What was the reason for the pilgrims
who were attacked when they came from Amarnath? What was the reason? That is the psyche, 1
say...communal violence can be checked only (when we understand) why this incident happened, who
did it, what is the psyche behind it? This should be studied.’

Achara Coanrar Kishore: Newshour, Ntar Newi, 27 Feoruary 2002
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KEY N
M [iceniers badly affecred by violenge

®  Same ! the worst atfected arcas

Homes Lost in Arson—10,204
Reconstruction assistance—1,300

Shops Burnt—10,429

Shops Ransacked—1,278

(Few if any have recd. compensation)
Larri-galas lost due to arson—2,623
Rs 10,000 paid to start hvelihood—1,022
(Officials Figures and Claims)

L SURAT
-»

AHWA.-
MAVEARI [ DANGS

Statistics on Relief Camps

Number of People officially declared taking shelter

103 Relief Camps: Number of Persons—1,13,697.

District-wise break-up:

Ahmedabad — 66,292 in 44 camps, Vadodara —12,753,
Sabarkantha—8,547, Panchmahal—8,271, Anand- 5,200,
Dahod——4,536, in Mechsana —2,637, Kheda—1,267

(These are figures given to the Gujarat governor, Sundersinh Bhandan
by the governor-headed all-party committee on relief camps.

A week ago the figure was 1,09,503 in 102 relief camps.

Within three days, the number went up by more than 4,000.)
On March 21, 97,517 persons were taking shelter in 98 relief camps.
The numbers went up on March 26 to 97,998 in 101 relief camps.
Several new camps came up in Ahmedabad and Sabarkantha districts,
officials said.

Relief and Rehabilitation figures

Official Number of Deaths -762 (including Godhra 822)
Unofficial Estimates of Deaths—2,000
Unofficial Figures of Missing Persons—2,500
Compensation Paid—439 cases

Cash Doles—7,428 families (Official claims)

Insurance Claims—4,564 applications

Total Amount Claimed—Rs. 158.57 crores

Only three cases worth Rs. 21,000 cleared

(one for a small industnial unit, the second for a vehicle
and the third of an engincering establishment.)
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Mapping the violence

sed e most

sixteen of Ceuparar’s 24 distnieess were on

orpamsed armed mob attacks berween February 25 and Maren 1.2,

02 when most of the attacks were conce

DL b s

| lh:n‘l\.u

were at o annl mud March Inosome parts or Abmedabad i
Mehsana they are sull on the loose, Another three distoices had
sporadic bouts Nowhere were the mobs less that 2 30000 sy
otten they were more than > 1okt This and the tact thar they
were armed with swords, trishuls and agncultaral snstraments tizar
1l

v similar, all sueeest a carctully Led our plan bebnd the

il the tace that the nunner of arson, hackl

could k

was ¢l

AN Organisod
v

attack. Itis onlv trained cadres who can spill our i sact

tashion, in rthe thousands across the state o At Warhin 1

hours 11 ook Chict Mimister Maody to
February 27, 2002
B persons torched alive in boges 4t Sabarmat express

aran stabbisps at Ahmicdabad and Anand

February 28

* Ahmedabad: Civil Hospital, Sola Bodies are broueht anen
slograns rased

* Naroda Gaon Naroda Pattiva: Armed mobs ot TS0y

and kil women, children and men —over 200 Jost hves, Ample

evidence of private finng with nifles by the mobs also armed with

trishuls, dhanas, spears and other weapons. Palice watched

* Naroda Fruit Market attacked

vrmed mobs ot Toon areack the Mushm wholesalers selectvely
in the market

* Odhav, Gomtipur and Amraiwadi. Mobs artacss

* Meghaninagar, Chamanpura: Armcd mob or 200 220
holds the whole Gulbery socieny to ransom tor over seven hours,
hacks and burns alive 70 persons (10212 women and airls were
raped . Commussioner Pandey faded ro save the victims

*Paldi artacked by huge mob: Judyes Police Quarters attacked.

* Kabadi Market: attacked by mob ot 7 Loonn, destructon
carries on tor tour davs

* Varwa: artacked by mob of 10 20 10x)

Restaurants ,nul l:‘_(m\'.:'.;_( sOCICHes within n Ority arcas are

selecnvely l.ln:t'[cd

1100 horels in Ahmedabad, Baroda and on the Fhohwavs

mucal between Feb 258 and Muarch

torched with special ¢h

A maob first ransacked o Honda Cirv car showroom on the

Sarkhep Gia: wagar highwa

*Vadodara: \t least seven persons have been hilled
imured 1 mob attacks on the localines of Fatchpura, Cht

and Makarpura on February 28

* Varodara Rural: Savl;, Chhota Udepur, Desar, Sokbda
Vadodara . Laxmipura village, Padra, Vadu, Karjn, Vavhodina,
Udalpar, Tarsalt Violence in Chotal darpur contd urnl Muarci 12

* Gandhinagar
A mob entrers the Old Secretartar bullding :n the hreds sccann
ces of the Wakt Board and the state

sone and burns down the ot
Mimonn Finance Corporation

*Sabarkantha

*Ncar Prantij  thiree Brinsh Nanonals are attacked travelling in
a4 local raxa one survives; the drver s xilled, two are sall missing

\

dlages across this district are bratally targeted tor tour five davs.

MM ghra, B .ul‘ Divansura, \ Au':.li'. ra
Fazalpur, Madbayvkam;
Hemmatnagear, Ldar, Kbedbrahma, Bhiloda, Tmeron, Gagra, Jadar,
Zaedar, Farcdr, Pandarwada, Kavark, Untha, Derol Dalol) |
Mechdharol, sard
ol The Hly

mobs O~ persons burned alive i at

Vnavnagar, Dolapur,

A Talod, Modasa, Malpur, Sardor,

b shamilan, Temmeatmagear, Demar, Limkheda,

e trom Sabarkantha was rargeted by rampaging

o travelhng down trom

Radyad :n Sabarkantha; at Khanpur Chowiy Panchmahal

Mobe o the above mentoned areas led by local leaders of the
VHIP and BD escrcled and cordoned ot the roads and stopped all

| otirer basic tood stems

ventcles carmvine k. vepe

rourh our sources that one

*Himmatnagar: [t reporred

t bon swoas allegedhy shot to de

vouny Musis v at point blank range

by the Superntendent of Pohee oo Himmuarnagar

* Ahmedabad Rural Dholss, |.'.'r.|§[\u|, Ramol, Mandal

ned with trishuls,

Targeted by mobs of not less that NN, ar

swords

Moarch 1
*Panchmahal;

avncaltural instruments

*Pandharvada: 71 people were burat alive Pandbarsada village

irn Khanpur tidukia ot Pachmanal

SIv persons were burnt abve by laree mobs near Delol dDailol
rahway staton located beraeen Kalol and Halol, abour 50 km
trom Ceoxdhra, The victims were walsine on the highway when a
mob of more than 2000 people caugks up wath them, doused them

i kerosene and burne them abive, € the victims, tour were women

ticked—Godbra, Kadadara,

Kheda, Dalol, Mora,

Oither tovens and villages brurally s

\anpanvi, Santrampur, attected, Lim
*Mcehsana

Nardarpura village 28 tarm Labourers belongmg to the minonny

communny burnt aline
*Mchsana (other towns and villages brutally attacked)
Pansar, Visoaear, Unjha, U mins, Becharan
*Kheda; Villages badly attected: Memdavad, inger, Ghodasar,
Kbeda  Nadiad, Rural: Ode, Vasad, Petlad, Kh

Dharmar, Borsad, Mahemdabad, Kathlal, Viesad, Ba
Sarsa, Chikhodara, Tgar, Dakor, Ghodasar, Nilampura, Pabad,

hat, Sogtra,

lasinor, Piy,

Thasara, Sevaliva, Ratanpuar, Haldasvar, Timba and Khalsar are

strmilar two i Kheda districe that have been wiped clean ike hinger
Chaklas
been severcly attected

*Ahmedabad

Gomtipur, Vatwa —large basos gutted and property looted

*Gandhinagar: Curtew in Gandhinagar tor first nme in 30 vrs

on March 1. Mobs moved treely in the capital targeung specitic

Peey, Priplik and Dumral arc villages in Nadiad that have

restdences and establishments of the minority community,
Superintendent of police F. Radhakrishna sad that the curtew had
been imposed as a precautionany measure. The incidents took




place myector 21, Gk 2 Giha O, Nector 23, Sector 20 and Sector 27

Houses were st on tire 1in Scedtor while commercgial

establishments were var seed i the other arcas. Residents ot
Sector 29 which s sizeable number ot munonne members,
inciuding busnessmen and gonverament servanes, sand that

violeace was anthinbable and they were atrasd 1or e tiese o

W,

lanagadh a haven of communal barmons saw

*Junagadh:

some tension crrapt witt astibbange on March: I tortanately matters

Werg i‘.:.’lt;.L\:r SWILEiY Dy 1w hia ;‘n::u.

*Banaskantha: Mankd: 10
tor Pour Bora Muashims were burnt
ave Villages badly atrected: Deesa, Sesanava, [D CDhanera, T
Tharad, Bhld:, Sthan, Bhabhbar, Hadad, Mankdrn, Panthawada,
Malotra, Palanpur, Vi naear, N,

WUTe :'l."ll.li,'. I'.|1-_'L"n|

alwad, Frpuron Dan tless entire

\Il:.n'L‘ }'.l\; ‘f‘tl.’l .'\l;r

ara,

n, Siron, Fakhang all villages

*Patan

( hanasma

*Varodara Rural

Rabupura,

*Anand: Villices badl
1 Oxib, Vasad

[alsiwads

arveted Nogar, Sarsa O tinodra, Bedwa,

Samuarkha

*Narmada: Rappards, Ramipla, Devalna,

March 2

*Bharuch
Bharuch iy, Ankleshwar
Rural By & Vmod, Nabiva, Nerrne, Lunbuesar, Nandod,

Thagadiva, Aandada, D,

*Halol: Factones srucks ser on fire 63 ( )]ul A AT ap in
I Belr seron tire, Niae rrucks

s Hadol
Sand

smoke, Fove unes i Halol Induser

Creneral Morors tacton 1

« (3 Ckael astras tr

are burncd 1 uck Vostedio, owned by sl producer

Nadadwaba, was alvo putred

Ot the S uzures o

BT SCt on e, tour were plastic factones and

Wl tense

wermye usit The mdastnal town o Halo! rer

men were on daty 1 the town hmets and they are

I mahee

1iable to stop the rampaging the mobs trom targenny the tactones

*Rajkot: Rukor never experienced communai violence hetore

isosaw violence spread i mdastoal areas of fapar Veraval
and GIDC esrate

ablaze the Apoindusrea area alone In the Sh

unt industral anits were set

T \t1.l\.l| A UnIEs

hike Surag Industridd Nazeen Ind INUTICS, Polvmer P L.llfl.'\.u and

Antech Televison were damaged by the mobs

Rilik(ll’ Cory, and village Gondal Are rtarpeted

'l,altiput; Abhour 15 uots waith stocks of wooden logs | were
e Revdawad:

dawadt arcas, units hike Basuk Indusiries and ko

SO on 1':1¢‘ CAUSHLY a4 woss ol abhowt Ry 3 crore. |

and G

and

packagiy which had larce stocks of packaging mater:
cardboard | were torched, Tve witnesses sayv that the Iuﬁau'

deplovmenr was inadequare m rhese arcas.

Violence crupts i Mehaana, Godhra, Saran Vadodara and

Anand. Bven as obiet mimiaer Modi boasted about how “peace
}

vad returned” and muade all clams or 290 per cont violence ebbing

dowa,” as many s 29 Muslims were torched to death at A\urd.ir]mr.;

villipe 1n Mehsanaand over 39 people were killed i separate inadents

i Surat, Bhavoagar, Sabarkastha and Varodara

March 2
Families trom tar-tlung arcas i districss of of Sabarkantha,
\hmedabad, Kheda,

Mcehsana, Bunuskantha, Panchmuahal,
led tosater places as therr

Baroda, Broach, Surat and Bhavnagar
]I"ln\l"' .‘:\.\i ‘:‘l]'\h’]l s Coentres il.lli }H"x ] \1( \Ifll‘\(ll in \ll‘l(f‘( [ !‘\
unruly mobs since February 28 The worst hat districes were

Sabarkantha and Panchmahal where a

medabad, Mchsana

Lirge number ot houses and shops belonging to minonn
community were st atire atter ransacking and looting ot houscs
and shons and tamidy members were kelled \;.ur'.n_,' the oy ot

vialence in the past tive davs
March 3

* Gandhinagar: \ Lirge number of shops, showrooms, iy
» o Mushimes have been set on tire

Mdilias .lﬂli ocven l['.I".l“l 5 E‘{Il’ffﬁ'

28, NMirch 1and 2

m all parts ot the an on I
March 4 .

*Surar, Bhavnagar, Yhmedabad, Morbr in Rackot distrier.

Violence spreads to the strects i several areas, including Surat,

Bhavnagar and Ahmedabad on Sundav Police opened fire on mobs

goods i Bhavnagar and S

1 Hre to property and loe

sct

Morb: i Ragkor distrct o also enculted i violence
*Surat
Surar City
March 4
Police 1

and once i Kheda wt
v Baro

on notnye mobs cluamed two ves in Sabarkanta

le six people were killed i other madents ot
Mehsana and Dahood on Monday

violenee i

Varodara Rural: Savli, Chhota Udepar, Desar, Sokhda
Vadodar Lage, Padra, Vadu, Kanan, Vaghodiva,

[ d.:l;u.r, Violence i Chonal dapur con 2

. Laxopara o

innucd unnl March 12)

March 6
Mass burials sans relatives for Naroda, Gulbarg victims

As many as 26 bodies ot genocide victms were bunied 1na mass

erave 1 the Dudbeshwar pravevard this evening; another mass

s was bemng readied 1in Sarkhey, on the

vrave tor about 200 vict

outskirts of the oy, tor a bural tomorrow

A biw prave was dug and the bodies, broughr from the Civil
Hospital morgue, lowered tnto it one by one. They were victims
of the Naroda Pamva and the Guulberg Socicty carnagres. Amonyg
them were tive children, :n(]mi:n_\: a six-month old baby; 46
women, including one who was pregnant, and a handicapped
man whaose crutches Lav by the side 301 persons sedently watched
and praved. €M Narendra Modi driving Jess than a kilometre

away did not visat the gravevard

L)
(—1
o
o™~
-
e
a.
<
x
(%]
[+ =4
<<
=
®
—
<<
[--]
=
(=]
[&]
=
i
-
<
=
=
=
=
(=]
(X ]

-t
"~



o
o
S
o~
=
ac
B
<
x
o
[ 4
<
=
.
-
<<
=]
=
(=4
(&}
=
4
-
<I
=
-
=
=
(=4
(&

N
(=]

Ahmedabad

Naroda Gaon and Naroda Patiya

Background

About 15 ks from Ahmedabad aty, Naroda Caon and Narodua
Yatrya have been home to arownd 1000 darly wage earnmg Musiins,
Many of the residents here are wugrants prom Karnataka and
Mabharashtra. The area lies on a stretch of the onter any, sitnated along
a deserted highway road. Uhe Copmath and Ciangotrr bousing soceties
ctuated nearby are home, the surrivors allege, to many of the attackers.
The government’s N1 warehouse 15 located acrosi the wude road.

Naroda Pattya and Naroda Cuaon have a fong bastory of 1 H P
provocation. Police sources revealed to C.C that i 1999, a darpal
was broken down and an 1dol installed i its place. A1 the time, the
local polce reparred the dargah and arrested 10-15 perions, including
Dr. Jardeep Patel, Maya Kotdant and - \mriih Pandey. Pressure was
mounted by the then home punister, Faren Pandya, but the police
stood their ground and the law brvakers backed down.

Place: Noorani Masjid, Naroda Patiya

Witness: Nasir Khan Rahim Khan Pathan,
Principal, Sunflower School

(Interriewed at Shah Vam Relet Camp on Narch 22

I tecach Enghsh and Maths to students ot Std IX & X In
our school, Findu and Mushm students share the same beneh
and studv. On Feb. 28, the dav Gujarat bandh was declared,
alarge mob ot 5 10,000, dressed in £haks halt-pants or chadds,
satfron banians, and a black hair bands set upon us. They
had spears, swords, acid bombs and petrol bombs. Thev used
gas cvhinders, too, tor therr work,

{Gas cvhinders belonging to Indian Gas, manutactured by
IPCL. Baroda, were used and supphied, s alleged, by one of
the accused, the owner of Uday Gas Ageney

First, around 10-10.30 a.m., the munaret of the Nooran
Maspd was destroved. Next, the tamilv of Shabir Ahmed
Khurshid Ahmed and Mchmood Ahmed Khurshid Ahmed
was mercilessly burnt alive. The mobs were attacking Hussain
Nagar and Jawarhar Nagar.

1 was an evewitness to the shametul rape of Khairunmisa,
daughter of Mahrukh Bano. It was an ammal ke mob ot
11 who gang raped her. I was hiding in the tolet of my house
at that ume. Atter thas, they burnt the enure tamuly alive, one
by one. The head of Kharrunmisa'’s mother was cut ott, | saw
them mixing some solvent in the petrol. The bodies found
later were in a horntving condinon.

[ saw with my own cves, petrol being poured into the mouth
ot 6 vear-old Imran. A it matchstck was then thrown into
his mouth and he just blasted apart.

At least 80 people were burnt alive and thrown into the
well, Tisra Kuan, near Gangotrn and Gopr Park, behind 8T
workshop. Even a "0-vear-old woman, Tarkash Bibi Abdul
Ghanu, was burnt alive. The message was, “Mussalmanon ko
ginda jalad” *Burn the Mushms alive!™). The pohice was
completely inactive and this provided inspiraton to the mob.
The shocking thing was that the SRP also supported the mob.

Tear gas was being tlung at the Mushm mohalla, which was
already the target of attack. Diesel and petrol was used trom
the 8T warchouse — are the NT farmachans not government

servants of Gujarat?

I;th]ccp Patel, second n rank to PravinTogadia of the VHP,
was the leader of the mob. Gudda, son of Mukesh Jnvanlal Banya,
Raulal, son of Bhavam Singh, a daver of the AMTS (Ahmedabad
Municipal Transport Service), Mungma ( hara, owner of Manoy
Video, Murl Naran Sindhi, Sagsh Mahadik, Bipin Panchal the s a
dangerous person who owns a lethal gun, also owns Uday Gas
Agenevi are the man accused. Ranlal, AMTS dnver, Mungna
Chara and owner ot Mano) Video were the rapists,

(Bipin Panchal, also known as Bipin Sindhi, 1s believed to
have had 4 500 gas evhinders in stock. Many of them were
used to explode homes and other butldings. Ttis behieved thar
trucks from the Shola Satellite area were commussioned tor
the huge, murderous mob to move freely trom place to place.)

I saw as many as 120 persons burnt alive and had the




misfortune of witnessing tour rapes. Besides, 5 10 voung
@irls were whisked awav to God knows where.

I was hc]ph‘\\. hiding 1n the toiler, many of us trving to
save our own lives as we witnessed these hornble !f;lgcdlcs.

The accused: J.lldccp Patcl, sccond 1n rank to
PravinTogadia of the VHP, was the leader of the mob. Gudda,
son ot Mukesh Tiwanlal Banva, Ranlal, son ot Bhavani Singh,
a driver of the AMTS, Mungna Chara, owner of Manog
Video, Murh Naran Sindhi, Saush Mahadik, Bipin Panchal
are the main accused. Raulal, AMTS driver, Mungna Chara
and owner of Mano) Video were the rapists,

Place: Hussain Nagar, Naroda Pauya
Witness: Amina Aapa
(nterviened at Releef Camp on March 4 and March 22,

It was between 910 am. on Thursday, Feb, 28 1 was
busy making tea at home. Suddenly, 1 heard girls trom the
mohalla abandon their housework and run tranncally outside.
Thev were shouting that Bajrang Dal men were coming. | too
ran out of myv housc.

Between Kalupur stavon and Naroda Panva, 1 could see a
crowd stretching endlesslv. All T could see were heads and
more heads evervwhere. They seemed to be countless in
number, mavbe about 13,000, T could identity them as Bajrang
Dairs, members of Vishwa Hindu Parnishad, because of their
leaders who are known members of these organisatnons and
thair sattron headbands. And local people belonging o the
Chara communiry.

There were thousands trom Knshna Nagar, the rest were
workers from the Central Government Workshop. That day,
even the Central Government Workshop was used for
torching and killing. Mushms from the staft were given leave,
while Hindus were kept on duty. Diesel for burning our people
and our homes was provided by the Central Government
Workshop. One Solank, a watchman on duty at the gate of
the workshop, helped the mob get fuel from inside.

First, the Noorani Masyd, which 1s behind the bastr along
the road, was targetted by a mob of about 30 100 persons.
Then, Shafig, an 18-vear-old boyv was entcally inured in
firing. He bled to death.

This, dc.\pltc the fact that we made several hundred calls to the
commussioner of police, the 1GP and the Narada police staton
between 9 am. and 9 pm. that dav. The PI, KK Mysorewala is
responsible for the massacre. He burst tear gas shells ar us when
we were running towards him for
protecton. When approached tor
help, he replied: * fas, mera to upar se
order haart” (**Go away, | have orders
from above.”)

All these three (the 1GP, the
CP and Mysorewala) are killers
of our people. Muphe Salam ki
kasam, mame aakbon say dekha ha
ki haman khoobsural ladksyon ka

bealathar Kiva paya, unke tukde tikde kar ke wnkdo pnals. (1 swear, |
have seen with my own eves, our beauuful daughters being raped,
cut 1o preces and then torched.

We saw three Marun cars, all white 1n colour. Therr
numbers are GI-61418, GJ-1-B- 1593 and G] 1 3631, {Since
the cvmically planned massacre wenton for hours, neo lierate
vicums had got voungsters to record these numbers on
scraps of paper.j Thar occupants were the ones who led
and directed the mob.

That ternble day, [ was hiding wath some others on the root
of myv house. From there, I saw my dearest tnend Kauser Bano
resident of Pironagar, opposite Nooram Maspd, Kumbhajin
Chawl, Naroda Panva) raped, her unbomn baby slashed out trom
her womb before being tossed into the fire to be roasted abve.
Thereatter, she too was brutally cut up and torched. She was 9
months pregnant. Kauser bad a shght detornuey on her upper
hp, which I had helped her recuty ar the Cival Hospral, e was
her dream to get marned and have a baby.

There is not a single woman resident of Hussain Nagar
whose dignity was left intact. They were all raped, cut to preces

and bumnt. Flamaree aurton aur bachehon ko antimr sanikar ke kabi!

bt na rakba, Mar aap ko puchti hun, ye zameen kiske liye har. Kya
Musalamanon ka haath Hdustan ki azads k1 ladar mem nabin that
{Our women and children were denied even the possibiliny ot
a decent bunal. Tell me, 1o whom does this land belong? Have
Mushms not plaved a part in the tfreedom strugple?)

In scconds, using our own gas cvhinders, they blasted apart
our bives. Hamare log ral kar kabaab ban gaye. Chat se sab kaam
hua. (Our people were reduced o grilled meat in seconds. 1t
was all over in a tlash))

The nnl}.‘ l'hing that saved some of us was that they did
not come to the terrace where we were hiding,

The accused: Bajrang Dal/VHP activists.

Policemen indicted: The 1GP, CP Pandey, and Pl KK
Mysorewala.

Place: Naroda Patiya
Witness: Aarif Khan

(Intervienwed at Shah Aam Relrep € amip on March 4)

Thrcc ot my children are sull missing from that day. My
wite, who had also been lost somewhere else because she was
in the house and T was in my shop, jomned me 1in the Shah
Alam Camp only vesterday (March 3). Our three children
who are missing are Ruksana (10, Kaneez (8), Nazneen (4],

After what 1 saw happen to other
women and grls, 1 shudder to think
of what may have happened to them.
Thev were 10 the madrassa, studving
when the attack came. [ personally
;1ppc:l|(:d to PI Mysorewala tor proper
handobast. But he retused to help. Instead
he said, “Bath kar dekdo, kya bona ha”
{*Sit and watch whatever happens

happens.”)
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Suddenly, in the morning, the phone ines were cut so we
could not appeal tor help trom outside. The police did non
help: the trony s that the SR quarters are just next door 1o
Naroda ]’.lt!).l. No onc |l('|]3\'t| us, over 300 hves trom
Naroda Pamva and Naroda Gaon were lost because of the

deliberate absence of the pohee,

After | came to the Shah Alam Camp, onc P51 trom
Naroda who visited the camp vesterday NMarch 4 looked at
me 1N surprise and said, “-lere treaihi Ghe zinda har ya? (Oh!
You are sull alive?™)

The accused: | personally saw and recognised Vasant
Rathod, Solanki, Dr. Jadeep Patel, Ashok (MLC), Vallabh
(ML.C), Mavabchn Kotdani, PravinModi, Langda Chara,
Guddu Chara, Natarapwala Sindhi, Sangeet Furniturewala
Sindhi. The crowds were shouung, Jar Bharan! 1 saw Langda
Chara and Guddu Chara lcading the gang rape ot women.

Policemen indicted: Pl KK Mysorewala

Place: Dariakhan Ghumbat Relief Camp
Witness: Dawood Bhai Ghadiali, Camp volunteer

(Interviewed at Darrakhannt Chumbar Relret Camp on March 20)

A!'lcr the gruesome incident ot Febo 28,1t was only on
March 3 that we were contacted by the Civil Hospial RMO)
He said he wanted to hand over the dead bodies so that we
could ‘carry out the last rites as per Mushm custom’,

I went there under pohee protecton and was totally
hornfied on sceng the condinon ot the dead bodies, The
corpses were not even distinguishable as male or temale. They
were so badly munlated that there was no way anvone could
make out even the gender.

I had the unhappy task of organsing the diggnng ot huge
pits and arranging a mass bunal. [ sull cannot sleep because ot
the condinon of the bodies that T saw In many cases, the skull
was just not there. The charred bodies were Iving ina heap at
the Civil Hospital. T can swear that 1 saw 3 400 bodies lving
there, Untormunately, we could bury only 192 ot them over a
penod of 16 davs, The volunteers who did this work had 1o

steel their hearts, wear gloves, sprinkle dettol, use artar.

I keep wondenng what happened to the rest ot the bodies.,
Were they given some digmity at least in death?

‘The evening Narendra Modh became chief minister, he
said, 1 have come 1o plav a onc-da match.” Survivors at
many camps in Gujarat recalled Modi's comment 1o this
correspondent, adding, “He has plaved more than a one dav
match with the blood ot Mushms™)

Place : Shahibag Relief Camp
Witness : Raja Bundubhai (11-years-old)

(Interviewed at Shabibag Releef Camp on March 20)

I have only a brother, a sister and my tather, whos quite
old, left now. My mother Jenna and my other sister Nasreen
were stabbed, burnt and killed. 1 saw 1t all happening, My sister
doces not stop erving, my father does not speak. [ only know

that those Hindus were attacking Mushms, T saw e all happen

The previous dav we were told that some trouble might
happen. When nothing happened at might, we thoughtic was
just a rumour and went back thinking that nothing would
happen. In the mormng, 4 crowd started pelung stones. We
ran towards Gangotr and Gopinath society but o was residents
tfrom these societies who got the sedas crowds) together.

While | stood on a wall, T saw myv mother and sister being
stabbed. Then they sprinkled kerosene on both and burned
them alive. 1 was so shocked 1 rell down. When | gor up, a
man hit me on the chest and on the abdomen.

They even sard, “Chop his head off. But an clderly person
n the group said, “Do not kill the child.” Though others
argucd, he told me to run awav. He said, “Bhag ra beta™"Run
awav, son.1 1 ran, | sull remember the face ot the okd man.

1 had 1o stay inside a small shed with another woman and
through a tunv entrance, we w atched these people kill. Later,
I crawled quictly into one of the SRP quarters and tound my
aunt there. 1 lived rthere tor three davs. My whole tamily had

been separated.

Then 1 was taken to the Shahibag Rehiet Camp where my
aster, who is here with me now, had come looking tor me
from the Shah Alam Camp.

The accused: Residents of Gangotn and Gopinath

housing socicties,

Place: Hussain Nagar, Naroda Patya
Witness: Mariambi Hasan Bai Sayed

Antervienwed ar Reler Campoon March 20)

M-r.; apang, balnerale haccha tha reh (He was a

handicapped son whom T had brought up with so much care)
s name was Momuddin, He was 18 vears old. Though
disabled, he had [Ll\‘wd his GSCoexams trom Nasir Sir's
School in 1999,

What could they gamn by killing 4 bov like that? 1 am
the untortunate mother who saw 1t with mv own eves. |
was 10 the kitchen, They made lim dink kerosene, ned
him 1o the bed and torched himo T was trving 1o save a
voung grl trom the neighbour’s familv In trving to save
her, [lost my own son. We were hving at Flussaim Nagar
in Naroda Paova, We saw many bodies burnt and dumped

mto a well.

Place: Naroda Pauva
Witness: Akhtarbi Ayub

(lutertremed at Reliet Cantoon Marcdd 200

I was right there when it happened. My d0vear old son,
Mohammed Avub and his wite, Zulekha Begum, were burnt
to death atter she was sexuallv abused. My son was a tlor.
Ever since my husband died three vears ago, he was the only
carning member. Now, there are my son'’s six chuldren and his
two small brothers lett behind. We come trom Karnataka
and have been hving there Naroday tor 40 vears




When Tired to seream and stop them trom humilianng

myv daughter in-law, they sard, “Shut up, or we'll kil vou

as well™ Apare trom killing, they destroved every thing
we had i the house,
Among the killers,

the locality, with myv own cves,

S 0 sewing machines and a rickshaw.
I saw Chara geanda and Suresh trom

The accused: ( hara goondu and Suresh.

Place: Naroda Patiya
Witness: Reshma

(nterviewed at Rediet Camp on March 20

Frnm Thursday 1o Monday February 28 March 40, |
remained hidden in the localing T hid inside the SRP quarters
along with seven children of the localiny, My whole famuly
was scattered here and there, My rwo vear old son was with

myv mothern law and | tound them later.

Betore escaping w the SRP quarters, T witnessed Kausar
Bana being brutally raped inthe Javar Nagar Madan, Her
stomach was carved opened, her baby lung into the tire

betore she was sexually abused, cut up and burnt.

The attack was spearheaded trom Gopinath society and
Gangotn society. Mumraz Bano was another vicenm, Other
women who were stmilarly brurahised and killed were Avesha
Bibi, Shaheen Bano, Noorjahan, Nayma Begum, Hasan Al
Zanab Bano, Noorjahan Alon and Sutia Bano, [ also saw
Sadig Salim Sheikh being killed brutally, his head smashed
with anaron pipe.

The accused: Resdents of Gangorn and
Gopinath housing socienes,

Place: Naroda Patiya
Witness: Mansoor Yusuf

(nterviewed at Shah Alam Reliet ( amp on March 20)

I was behind the Bank of India Blde, when [ osaw a
53,0000 strong mob, carrving puns and accompanied Iy
the pohiee. The mob burnt down Mavar Horel, the masimd

and the darpal.

Atrer we were all ruimmed, we came 1o the Shah Alam
Reliet Camp. The police was pushing us around instead
ot protecting us. The tear gas was being tlung at us, the
At Naroda

tour girls were burne to death just outside the
with the PSI

victims, not at the mob that was attacking us.
Gaon,
police station,
pf("\t'”t‘

The camp at Shah Alam was
setup on the mehr ot February
28 tselt and all ot us came here
from Bapu Nagar, Sanpur Pativa
Kumbhar
Chah and Pirana Road and
Meghant Nagar.
many as 8 000 people here, there

and Sanypur Gaon,
There are as

s no access to a hospital, no

When I reached Godhra and
realised the seriousness of the
incident... On the spot, I issued
shoot-at-sight orders, as soon as
you see them, shoot them

(Star News; March 3,2002)

access to medical help. Ar least 7-800 people are imured due
to private brnpes, and burns, apart from manv vicums ot
rrauma.

Policemen indicted: PS1 on dury

Place: Noorani Masjid, Naroda Patiya

Witness: Abdus Salaam Shamshuddin Shaikh, Pesh Imam

nterviened at Nhab Vam Reliet Camp on March 4)

“() mullah! Bol, Jur Shre Ram' Otherwise vou all be
massacred.” This was Narendra Modi's sponsored
terrorism wreaked upon the minoriy community of
Gugarat. T am the Pesh Imam of Nooram Masjid, [t
was around 915 a.m. on February 28, when a large
crowd of miscreants with saftfron headbands arrnived 1n
trucks and other vehieles and made the masid a tarper

ot thorr attack.

pleaded with the crowd 1o spare the mosque. But,
shounng “far Shr Ram™ they entered the masud. They sct
the prayer carpets on tire and threw inoa pas eyvhinder
which burse atter some ume. The holv Quran was kicked
around and then set on fire. We escaped from the scene

with great difficulty,

When we came on 1o the highway, we saw shametul
scenes in a localiy inhabited by Mushms, The custodians
ot Indian culture and parampara were openly raping voung
girls and then throwing them into fire. This was all in the
Ram, the Will the
conscience of India wake up? Will Mushims who were cqual
partners 1 the strugple for trecdom bear the brunt of
Hindu fundamentahism and tanatcism for all ume to come?

namec of VMarvada Purnshottam.

Place: Naroda Patiya

Witness: Sharif Bhai, member, Mamgmnentcome,
Shah Alam Relief Camp

(Interrviencd at Nhabh Vam Relret € amp on March 4)

On Feb. 28, despite over 50 calls to the CP and the
control room, there was just no response. I myself spoke to
the commissioner two or three times. His response was:
“Marn kya kar sakta hoon? Police lan and order nahin sambhal
saksr” (*What can [ do® The pohice 1s not mn a position to
restore law and nrdcf.}

The total population of this arca 1s about 12 15000, of
which there are 4,000 vorers on
the electoral rolls. Presently, there
arc 6700 people missing. A mass
burial of 134 persons was held on
March

At Naroda, many ot the vicums
tricd to seek shelter inside the SRP
headquarters 10 a desperate bid 1o
save their ives. Some officials allowed
them 1n, It all
secking retuge were allowed in, many
more hves would have been saved.

>

NarendraModi

but others did not.
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It was atter mudnight on Friday (March 1) that we
managed to reach the SRP headquarters with the help ot
ACP Tandon and brought back four busloads of people
under police protection, | cannot describe the condinon
of the vicums when we brought them. They were
terronsed and traumatised — many women did not have
anv clothes on therr body, We made ten rounds in these
four buses, from 12 midmight to 3 am., to shife 3,000

persons from Naroda to the Shah Alam Dargah.

On Friday, the camp was filled with people trom Hindav,
sundaramnagar and Ramol Gaon. Totally there are 7,000
persons at the Dargah at present.

(W hen this correspondent visited Naroda Pativa and the burnt
down Nooram Masud, the tanker which, accordmg to the survirors,
had carred the inflammable fuel and gas cylinders to explode and burn
hames and people, was still parked there. The ve hicle carrved the number
plate, GIIT 7384,

W hile | was standing ust outside the destroyed Noorant Maspd, 1
saw stgns of habitation inside a home that carned a nameplate which
read, Rushmi Parmar, advocate Rashmi, who re rpnm/uf to my call
ard she had returned for the first time that day te check out the
condition of her house.

“Where were you for so mamy days?” | asked.

“I ran away to the home of relatives when | sauw what was happening

to the meighbonrs.”

“Wohat was happenng?”

“In the name of Hindus, they were tlaughtering the whole basti.”
e r;jh/fnt’. /

Place: Naroda Patiyva, Ahmedabad

Witness: Yakub Bhai A Vora :
(Junior assistant, ST workshop, Naroda Patiys)

(Interviewed at Kheda on March 9)

Tlu-rc are four of us (Mushms) hving in Kheda, who
work at the ST workshop in Naroda Paova, That dav (Februan
285, we escaped inoan ST Bus up to Nar ol and then had to
walk 12 kilometres betore we reached home. 1 saw huge
attacks with gas cvhinder on the chawl behind the ST workshop
At Naroda, 1 saw how Nooram Maspd at Naroda was reduced
to nothing. Through the day, the situaton had became
impaossible and very dangerous.

At about 4 p.m, the ST management made arrangements
for us to leave by bus. We drove from Naroda to Narol.
Just as we came out of the ST workshop at Naroda, a
2,000 strong mob stopped the bus and asked, “Are there
any Mushms inside?”™ The staff was supportive and said
there were no Mushms, That 1s how the four of us got
saved. The bus took us to Nabha from where we had to
take a tempo to Narol.

On the way, 1 saw 20 25 trucks and wempos burnt down. |
had to walk over 10 kilometres, tense and worned, all the
way back home to Kheda. 1 saw burning trucks and vehicles
along the wayv, [t was cene.

Names of those who were &ilied and whose bodses could be identified
on Februar 28 between Nooran: Maspd and Naroda Patia

1. Inavathussain Rahimbhar Savved
2. Sufivaappa Inavathussain Savved

furte of Dnayathusiam)
3 Shabana Hassan Savved
4. Salman Inavat Hussain Savved
3 Abidmiva Hamiedmiva Pathan
0. Moinuddin Hassanbhar Savved
(invalid, burnt ater bewng tied to bed)
Safibhar —mother's name Salmabivt Shatkh
8. Mohammed Avvub 1labakhsh Shaikh
9. Nasirkhan Chhotekhan Pathan
10, kamjabivi Chhotekhan Pathan
(nralid, died in the fire)
11, M. Yunus Mohammed Rajak Ansan (Cut fo pieces)
12, Ibrabimbhai Bapu
13, Nacembhar Ibrabimbhar Bapu
14.  Abeda Ibrabimbhar Bapu
15, Sapdaben Ibrahimbhar Bapu
16, Nagmahen Ibrahimbhar Bapu
(The Bapu famly were locked up in the house which
was then set on fire)
17, Saberabivi Ajuibhar Agbanwala
18, Mohammed Faud A, Kader Syved (Foreman)
19.  Hussainmiva Golewala
20, Harabivi Rahimbhar Syved
21, Jalaluddin Alibakhsh Khan Rangre)
22 Awf Sharmuddin Shaikh (Burnt with acd)
23, Kausarapa Samruddin Shaikh
(Prepuant, thrown into the fire)
24, Rank Samruddin Shatkh
25, Javedhussain Ismailhussain Shaikh
26.  Bepum Javedhussain Shakh
27, Khudratbegum Khursheedbha Shaikh
I8, Shabbir Ahmed Khursheedbhar Shaikh
29, Jubeda Shablur Ahmed Shaikh
3. Shabbir Khursheedbhar Shaikh

31, Shabbir Khursheedbhar's three children

32, AL Kadar A. Rashid Anon

33, Mohammedhasan A Kader Qureshi

34, Sahmbegum Sardarbivi Shakh

35 Asrabanu Kabirall Shaikh

36 Mohammed Avvub Bascer Ahmed Shaikh (bamly;
3= AMohammed Avvub Bascer Ahmed Shaikh

38 Amsbhar Nascerkhan Mansun

39 Ruksana Anisbhar Mansun

40 Anis Nascerkhan's wite
(together with ber 4 children)

41 Parvinbivi Gulamhussain Shaikh

42 Samruddin Shaikh

43 Sufivabegum Ismail Shakh

44 A Kanm A. Rasul Radal

45 Chandmiva A. Rasul Radal

46 Sadig Salim Shaikh

47 Mchboob Babubhar Shatkh

48 Sabwabanu Jamanabuddin Shaikh
[together with tao children;




49 Mumita; Al Mansha Al Ansan The list of thase dead and who died under suspicrous arcumstances
50 Amta) Mumtajali Ansan were made as witnessed by me or by thase who had witnessed it also,
51 Samruddin Khasim Sa'ab Chaudhapsar This 1 absolutely true.
52 Abdul Wahab A. Shabbir Gujah Altatbhar Igbalbhar Gandhy
53 Sarmuddin Mohammed Munavar Lambu SR’ Road, next to Dhanushdhan temple,
54 Shermabanu Igbal Ahmed Shaikh Behind Nooram Maspd, Vauy, Phone: 2819307)
No CN Complainant Accused
1 812 Jamaluddin Abdulbhar Quresha Dr. Jardeep Patel VHP joint secretary chict),
Ashok Saheb {corporatori, Pankh Patel (Pavna Ice cream Parlour)
Vallabh Patel (corporator:, Padvuman Mistry Balbha Patel (BI))
2 %32 Pathan Nascerkhan Jatterkhan Jardeep Patel, Prakashbhar, Sunmil Jaratha, Sunil Patel, Pochia Dada
3 834 Ratik Kallubhar Shaikh Navani Singh, Gudu Chhara, Suresh aka Sarezad
4 LER) Yassienkhan Anwarkhan Pathan Jardeep Patel (WVHP leader), Pac hund da,
Mamilal Thakore, Padumal Patel
5 1314 Yunusbhar Rahemanbhar Mansun Bipinbhar Patel (Bipin Auto Centre),
Manoy Sindhi (Manop Audio Cassetee), Shureshbhar Chhara
6 1331 Qavvumkhan Rasidkhan Uddchhara Mckda
# 1337 Manamben Mohammedbha Mansun Vigav Haran, Jav Hargan, Ravt bhaivva,
Marathi people opposite our house,
Harnans on the tloor below, All the neighbours
b} 1366 Anmumbanu A Guam Shatkh Ashok
9 1504 FFandkhan Muslimkhan Pathan Babuben Rambhar Thakore, Khegar Bharvad, All the villagers
10 1508 Habibkhan Bhikhankhan Pathan Hansh Lakshmanbhar Koshu (Shiv Sena leader),
Mano) Lakshmanbhar Koshu (Shiv Sena leader),
Bhav Daruwala /Sarpanch), Viav Dada (Shiv Sena leader)
11 1510 Abdul Tbralum l.akha Harnsh [akshmanbha Kosht (Shiv Sena leader)
Manop Lakshmanbhar Kosht (Shiv Sena leader)
Bharatbhar Rabatu (Shiv Sena leader
Vijay Dada (Shiv Sena leader)
12 1517 Ferozekhan Babukhan Pathan Bipinbha
13 1518 Salimbhar Munnabhar Shaikh Mano) Koshno
14 1532 Anwar Shahbuddin Taihee Arvind C. Mali, Al Madras, Popar Vaghn, Raju Amberwala,
Babu Kerosencwala
15 1535 Samsuddin Shahbudding Taibee Al Madrasi, Arvind €. Mali, Popar Vaghn
16 1541 A Khahg A Kanm Shaikh Bipin, Manoy, Gruddu, Hana, Suresh Pangda
1” 1542 Salimkhan Santkhan Baloch Bipimn, Guddu Chhara, Suresh Langda, Manop Danva
18 153506 Jahangirkhan Rahimkhan Pathan Parcsh, Shankar
19 1539 Abidal Shaizan Noavmt, Manisha Chanalal, Naresh
20 1569 Rahcemabibi Ahmedkhan Pathan Parcsh
21 1575 kalim Akhtar Sagutta Talor Pankaibhar STDwala, Dineshbhar Cyelewala, Parmar Dr
22 P ST Pankh, SR P G Saypur bough, Police Head Quarters.

Labie prepared iy the Shah Alam Relet Camp. Vhe crime nunber « NIt oltumn w15 as per the naster of Namda police station
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Mass destructnon at Naroda Pamna
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Mother and child, survivors, Naroda Patva
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Chamanpura

Incident:

From 730 am. to 430 pm. on Thursday, February 28, a
20-25000 strong mob surrounded the Chamanpura area in
the heart ot Ahmedabad cirv. The FIR lodged by KG Frda
of the Meghant Nagar police station (Commanalism Combat
has a copy) gives a blow by blow account ot the utter tailure
of the police to put ot the assalants and protect the residents

The FIR admuts that the arson and destruction began from
that morming 1tselt., What 1s not contained in the FIR, butis a
fact to which an evewitness survivor and two Yuva Congress
members were witness, 1s that the commssioner of police,
Ahmedabad, PC Pandey, visited Ehsan Jatfoo at 1030 am.
sharp, and assured him of police remtorcements.

The CP stands dircetly indicted as he did not keep his
promise ot sending police help. The tew men who were
deputed from the Megham Nagar cdhowky, merely watched as
70 persons were butchered and burned. The 10-12 women
among the victims were brutally gang raped. The centre of
an Indian commercial ity saw a medieval and macabre dance
ot death, humiliation and revenge heaped on women, children
and men.

Chronology:
February 28:

10.30 a.m.: Police commissioner Pandey, Ambalal Nadia,
the Congress mabamantm, Ward No. 19 and Kannulal Solank:
from Ward No. 20 visit Jaftrr and give him an assurance that
they would send remntforcements and he would be tully
protected.

10.35 am.: The Zahir Bakerv and an auto nickshaw are
burnt

11.75-11.30 am: Beginming ot stone throwing at Gulberg
Society.

12151230 p.m.: Stones, acid bulbs, bottles, petrol bombs
are thrown at Gulberg Society from the rear side of the
complex of builldings and bungalows,

12.30-12.45 pom.: From the terrace of an adjacent
bungalow belonging to a non-Mushm, there 1s heavy stone
throwing, including big boulders. This caused the biggest
damagre because without this attack the residents might have
been able to proteet themselves.

1-1.15 pom.: The volley of huge stones, plus acid bulbs
and burning cloth balls contunues. At 1 p.m., one Yusut s
caught, cut up and torched.

2.30-245 pom: Amud shouts of “Ghuspas” suddenly the
gate at the rear end of the Society, near the ralway tracks s
broken down.

245 p.m.: Anwar s killed. The accused bring in logs from

the nearby Sansar Bakery, prepare 4 pyres; Anwar is cut up
in preces and burnt,

3330 p.m: Fhsan Jattnis pulled out of his house, brutally
treated tor 45 munutes, stripped, paraded naked, and asked
tor sav, 1 unde Manatram!” and “Jar Shr Ram!" He retuses.
His tingers are chopped off, he 1s paraded around in the
locahty, badly injured. Next, his hands and tect are chopped
oft. He 1s then dragged, a fork-lke instrument clutching his
neck, down the road betore being thrown into the fire. After
this, Shafi Mohammed Munawar Sheikh is also cur into three
picces and burnt alive. Jaffn was killed along with his three
brothers and two nephews.

330430 p.m.: 10-12 women arc first raped, then cut into
picces with gupeis and then thrown into the fire. There 1s one
SUrvivor,

4.30-5.00 p.er.: The police finally arnives.

5.20 p.m.: The police party trying to rescue the people s
stoned.

700 pom: The survivors are taken out of the place under
police escort.

Ten to twelve gas cylinders were exploded that day.
According to evewitness accounts and the full list of dead and
mussing persons attached to the FIR, in all 60-70 persons have
died — 49 from the socicty and 10-12 from outside who had
come to seck shelter at Jaffri’s place. This is not the figure
mentioned officially. (59, 1s what the offiaal figure released.)

Exclusive documents obtained by CC give minute details
of the addresses of the accused. So far, only 19 out of the
25 persons named by eve witnesses have been arrested.

“We will not rest ull we have justice,” a survivor told the
author of this report. “If there 1s to be any hope or wall lett
in this country and 1ts people, we will getjustce. Or else there
18 nNoO hnpt.'." another added.

Manoj Kumar, a Hindu neighbour, said: “They pulled the
babies out with the men, then poured petrol over them and
burnt them. Police stood back.” PC Pandey, Ahmedabad’s
police commissioner, shrugpged and said: “We were
outnumbered.”The Times of India, March 2).

There are 25-30 accused identified by evewntnesses and
survivors, As against this only 19 persons were arrested.

The First Information Report in the Chamanpura
Mass Arson Case:

The first FIR filed by KG Erda, senior inspector of the Megharu
Nagar police staton names 10 persons and a mob of 20-25000
as the accused. On Feb, 28, the inadent carned on from 10030
am.” pm. Complant was filed at 845 pm. the same day.

The scctions applied in the FIR are: IPC 143, 141, 148,
149, 302, 332, 323, 336, 337, 435, 4306, 427, 186, 188, 120(h),
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COMMUNALISM COMBAT « MARCH-APRIL, 2002

[d
[- -]

Bombay Police Acr 1 aand by ot the

Arms Act Al relevant secuons have heen applied excepr

\'M ), seciions ,‘.;i |

section 370 craper. baghteen persons fram the mob which
attacked, were imured in police tinne. But this has not been

recorded by the police,

Oin NMarch 2, a new section was added. The tiest FIR number
61 2002 was tiled, denttving cnimes under sections 395, 396,
397 Moot of the 11X
are: sections 398, 2050, 153 a0

the 11X

On 123 02 ather secuons added that
and 188 ot
ot the Bombay Pohee Act.

L, 1332 7b

and secnon 3701

Frda savs: “On the dav VHEP has organised a Gujarat
bandh™ that evewirnesses saw Gansh, Ramesh Dhulchand take
Mangralal Dhulchand Jain - Adimath Kirana Store ),
Sadhna Storer, Mukesh
Mochi, Gabbar, Alpesh, a man with ghungrnomala (curly) har

jewellery

\sish Chunawala’s son, Ramesh

who has a daren dbanda, Deepak ahas Pradeep (BIP worker).

“Accused of Unlawtul Arm Assembly, the maal milkar
property and carnings; of Mushms was burnt with kerosene,
15 Mushms were cut and burnt, 24 were burnt alive. Both
the pohice and Mushms were artacked waith stones, pc'trnl

hombs, acid bombs and vehicles were burnt by the mob, ™

In the second FIR tiled by KG o Frda, senor inspector,

police station no. 403 2000 the ofticer savs:

“Under Meghant Nagar, there s aninspector i charye,
two police mspectors, two subnspectors, 42 head constables
and 80 police constables and 3 women police constables. On
that day, there were 2 police inspectors, 6 sub nspectors, 35
head constables, 62 p shee constables, 3 women, 1 pu shee
Inspector, 1 sub nspector on duty. 6 head constables, 6 police
constables and 3 women constables were on dun On the
[\.uru| there was one px ice inspector, 3 head consrables, 34
police constables and 1 woman constable,

O 27" February, when NHP £ar corads were martvred,
the whole state was tense and since 277 February, special
bandobast was undertaken ar ditterent pomnts an the ey,

“Ar T

vot an order trom the CI? tor all ot us “to stand 107" We

am. on 28 bFebruary, the Megham Police Stanon
orpanised bandobast i the Meghan arca, Chamanpura
Chakla, Gulberg Socieny, Dhupsingh hah, Ratnanagar char
rasta, Ramannagar new crossing, Mcegham Nagar bus stand,
New Menta Ban, Meena Bazaar and Rashin nagar sociery.

“On duty were mobale police subnspector, BC Dabha,
Requisite Crime No. Ramesh Bhar, head constable, Nathabhar,
police constable Sureshbhar and Narnbhan, head constables
mmpt'ndr.t and Shaillesh Singh.

“The police contingent was as needed and armed with
tear gas shells. There was enough handobast at Meeham Nagar.
“Ar T

mattress shop, the bakery and the cevele shop. They were

am. on 28" February, the mob started attackimg the

breaking all the shops and destroving tungs and burning them,
At this stage, pnhu' (]I\]\('r\l.'ll the crowd.

“The patrolling was carrving on when at 1330 pm. a huge
O Nagar Chakala Road
and Megham Nagar, | called the police on the mobale. The

crowd came trom all direcnons —

mob had tafwari, lakdii, pipes and kerosene and they were

shoutng, “far Shre Ram”

“The mob was 200 23 00 srrong. We ]m|lr(‘nu‘n wWere
shounng, trving to disperse the mob, We were using the mobale
announcement and saving that ‘vou are an unlawful assembly?
The mob pard no attention to the warnings. They turned
more violent by this time. The bakenies, the evele shop, the
clectric shops, the mattress shops, the turmiture shops and

vehicles were completely destroved

“The mobs had put obstructnon on the roads and were
lootung the shops. We let ot tear gas and warnings, we even
lathe-charged but the crowd was “possessed™ and shouting,
ar Shr Rame® At this stage, the police did et oft the tear gas

tour shells were let otf. The mob turned even more violent
and started throwing stones on the police. The police took all
lawtul steps. 1 fired one round with my revolver. | tried to
take cttective steps.

“But the crowd did notdisperse. It became violent. Around
I}H‘- tme, []u' (;U""-'f,t'. Society \\'hl('h ]1.!5 m.unl\ _\|ll\lln‘lﬂ
Iving there, was attacked by a mob trom behind where the
ralway staton was. There was stone throwing and burming
and the huge mob even broke the ralway track. 1 could hear
shouts of “Ghusyas™ and trom the dirccnon of Om Nagar
and Chakla road, the mob tore down the gates, started burning
property and people and throwing stones.

“At this stage there was private finng by Mushms. The
DCP Zone 4 and addinonal CP sector 2 were there. One
person, Dinesh, died as a result of police finng. By this nme
women and men from the Gulberg society, bodies were lving
dead. The Gulbere society contans 19 blocks and 8 buildings.
Women and children were hiding themselves to save their
lives on the lotts, From all four sides they were artacked by
mobs: Finsh oft all Muslims; our people were not spared In
them, don’t have merev” These were the shouts,

“We kept issuing warnings to (h\pcrsc the mob, we even
opencd tire. Shravany [athop Vamuara and onc more was
imured in private finng.”

In one of its most controversil decisions, the Narendra Mods
government has handed over investgaton to PN Barot, assistant
police commissioner, a man with connecuons 10 the VHP

Mohammmed Shareifbhai Nasiruddin Sheikh,
C hamanpura

Place: Chamanpura, Ahmedabad
Witness: Mohammmed Shareifbhai Nasiruddin Sheikh

(Intertiesed on March 23)

Sh:mci Bhaiis a survivor of the Chamanpura mass arson,
He lost hus wife, Nasreen and two daughrers, The owner ot a
prosperous clectronic business, he could have escaped with
his Famuly but he was at the toretront, along with voung men,
warding ot the murderous artack.

Today, he and his son Sahil (10} are the sole survivors of

his tamily. When | met him on March 24, he told me that he




had not cried so tar. Justice, even it s long and arduous

figrht, 15 whar he sceks and s willing to fight tor

Place: Gulberg Socicty, Chamanpura, Ahmedabad

Witness: Sirajbhai Hanifbhai, a volunteer with the
Nobel Ambulance service

I-’.'."’f.':li:ai ! H( ‘.’..'”,',".‘rl..‘. I ’l.'-..'ln-".4:n'l Hn ‘J i Y

I rescucd one vear old Non who s now owith her
grandmother Shahdab, Her tannlv members who Iived nese
to Fhsan Jattn at Gulbere Socieny, were hacked, brutahised
and killed on February 280 Ther names are Anwar Khan,
Zatun Bib, Akhoir Khan and Sapda Banos Te ook mc tour
davs to reumite Ninn wath her erandmother. The Madavpura

pnlu'g- station simphy retuse d o co Operate
MC Shaikh
Chamanpura

Vdvocate and brother in liw ot Shancthha, He sbared

with € ommunalecm Comigr 1 contidential hist ot all the

cvewttnesses who saw the entre scene:

L. \wvub Habib Khan Pathan:
society e At 1030 m. on February 28, he saw and recogmsed
Bhara Rayput 20 Cansh Prabhuede Sharma 300\

| aves opp- Gualberye

.i(‘(‘ll\vd |
MAN Wearnng spees and with a4 halt sleeve T shart, about 5
teet S nches, of mediam build, wirh o thin beard. He s the

main witness toall that happened on thae day,

I1. Vat CGrulabkbhan Pathan: e 10035 om0 rckshaw
No GINYTR6 and a Tuna were burnt The Luna belonges 1o
him. He saw and recogmised T Bharat Rypuet 2 Ginsh Prabhudc
Sharma; 3\ man weanng spees, weanng ahalt sleeve T sbar,
about 3 teet 3 inches, of medm build, watks a0 thin beard 3
Kaptl, son of Munnabha o cood triend o Mo stuammed Shanct;
5 Dharmesh Prabladbhoas 60 Lala Moban Singh Darbar 7
Amlesh the broke the lock ot o rulors shop, took oo Al the
clothes that were there and burnt them, Aecused Nos v 6oand

“are accused of the samie ottense

Accused Noso T to 4 are e 545 panumpheared inthe
burning ot the Luna and o nckshoaa, This witness also saw
the tollowimg: berween 1130 0m and 12 noon: 8 the depuny
mavor ot Ahmedabad, Lwerepsinh Rapur tormer BIP person,
todav with the Congress Y
Chumilal Prajapan ox mumicipal
corporator, tormer BIP todan
independent. and 100 Meghangh
Guptsinh Chaudhan ox corporarorn

who belongs to the Congress |

1 Habeb Khan Bhuemekhan
tather of Avub, witness |

A 1030 am., he saw with his
own eves, the attack on his other
son, Yusut. The attack was carned
out by Dinesh Prabhudas Sharma
who killed Yusut with asword. “The
other witness to this mcrdent was
Saced Khan Ahmed Khan Pathan .

Today’s papers have quoted previous
incidents, Gujarati papers, that how
there have been earlier incidents of
private firing there too... this time
also, there was private firing at the
Gulbarga Society, after the private
firing, things went out of control.
Narendra Modi; in a statement; (March 1,2002)

IND Saced Khan Ahmed Khan Pathan dLaves at 18]
Gulbere Socieny s From his terrace he saw Accused Noo 13
and Accused Noso 4T brandishimg onpzes.
brother and Fhaan Latre’s brother killed ae 245 pam. Kailash
s killed Anwar Khan Pathan clder
brother o Saced Khan woath 2o swords. They also killed
Jattrr's

e saw his own

Dhobr plus two " Bhasy,

Aol | bsan Lartn’s brother: and when his son
nephew tricd ro <ave his tather, his two tingers were cut ott,

X: Saced Khan Abhmed Khan Pathan saw FFhsan Jattn
being pulled oue ot Tns house by 1 Mahesh Prabhudas Jan
owner ot Kirana Provision Store in the neghbourhood); 2
Noravan Kabra Channelwala: 3 Knshna son ot Champabehny;
+ Ramesh ahas Chou, 50 Dinesh Prabhude Sharmae Fhsan
fatern was paraded naked, hunihated, tingees cat ott, bodv cut
mto three preces and burnt. Al the assalants had made a huge
tencral pure wath logs ot wood i tront ot Crulberye Socien
and were throwing the cur up e sdies into the lames.

AV Saced s abso an cvewtness 1o rapes conducted by
Vecuse Nos, 6 & 7, Lakia and Lala Mohanp Darbar

VL AsLim Anwar Khan Pathan saw his tather bemg burnt

by three Vecused T kalash Dhobr and 20 two “Bhanyans”

VI Aslaim Anwar Khan Pathan also <aw his brother
Akhrar Anwar Khan Pathan bemge killed by Katlash Dhob
and two Bhanyyas Aslim and Saced are residents ot 18]

Grulberge Sociery

IN.  Asbam Kasambhar Mansur, He s a resident of
Bungealow Nao. 20 Gulhery Sociery and s also an evewitness,
He s underpomg treatment at VS Hospital Case No 851

since Pebruary 28

N\ Firos Mohammed Gulzar Mohammed Pathan
Resident of 15, Gulbery Sociery. Fle s an evewitness who
has lost 3 tamily members Kapil, son ot
Munnabhar, 20 Chunmilal Prajapan, 50 Naravan ( hannelwala

He saw 1
and 40 Ambesh Kannlal gathening logs of wood and tvres
and throwimg bodies ar the persons killed into the fire, Firor
o et e ob the sociery near the ratdway track beng
broken, rhosg respr msible tor bringinge it down were Ginish
Prabhadas Sharma, Ramesh Chong 1T Paanwala hving ain P,
Bhanram Chawl . Frroz also saw kilhing and lootnng by
\ihendra Pukhrg Marwadi and Mukesh Pukhrap Marwads

living i Chandulad Samardas Chawl i Chamanpuras,

Iiroz saw his own mother
and tather bhang Killed. His
mother was l'.lpui I tront of
his ¢ves betore lu'lln{ killed.
Totalh, Firoz has lTose S tanuly
Gulzar

Noor

Pathan 35,

members
Mohammed
Mohammed
Maramby Gulzar Mohammed
Pathan, birdosh Bano Gulzar
Mohammed Pathan (sisters,

Irtan Mohammed Gulzar
Mobammed Parhan ‘brother)
and Imiran Mohammed Gulzar

Mohammed Pathan ‘brother).
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NI Sahm Abdulbha Mansar saw 1 Mangilal Dhualehand

lan 2, Nagnbhar Patne and 30 Karanawala Manailal burning

and attacking the sociery. Bungalow Naoo 1ot Gulberg Soc wn
had been sold 1o one Davaram Maochn He was the onlv non
Muslimiin the society and he allowed his home to be used on
February 287 1o attack his neghbours, This, tor the survivors
s the biggrrest torm ot treachery,

NI Imuoar <aw Bharat Rajpur, Ginsh Prabhudas Sharma,
the man in a halt sleeve, white T sharr, Gabbar, Mahendra
Pukhrap Marwadi, Mukesh Pukhrag Marwads, Mangalal
Dhulchand Jan and Nagin Patniadong with many other people
i Davaram Mochi's house, preparing to attack.

NHL Zaki, wite of Mohammed Rafig ving in Bungalow
Noo T who was also imqured senoushy, s also an evewimness,
She s under gorng treamment in hospieal,

NIV Frrozbhar Bandealr Shakh (Flae Noo 13 Gulberyg
Aprscs Saw Chunmilal Prajapan and Kapil, son ot Munna

Iiving in Babusangh Madesnh chali leading anacks,

NV Dalawar Sikandar Shakh (he had come for shelter trom
Chandulal Shameldas Chah, Chamanpura, sas Dharmesh, Kapal,
<on of Munnabbhar, kab Dava Bha and Boba Patni,

XV Sharrabehn Sahmbhar Sandhr (Bungalow No. 6,
Gulbergi: She saw Karlash Dhobr pull out Jattn, along with
Naravan Channnclwala, Rajpput, Nelson Chaudhary,

NVIL Sahmbha Noor Mohammed saw Champabehn's son
Krishnai, Manmish Prabhudas Jain fowner of Raja’s Kirana
Store . He also saw Davaram Mochis <on and Davaram Kirana.

NV Ashratbhar Sikandarbhar Sandhi saw Gabbar
throwing stones trom Bungalow Noo 1 He also saw Kapl,
son of Munnabhai, Ambesh, Manish and Dharmesh attacking
the Grulberg Socieny turioush,

NIX. Rashida Dilawar (resident of Chandulal Chali who
had come tor Gulberg Society tor shelteri: She saw Dharmesh
in Bungalow No. 1), Kapil, Ambesh, Bhupesh, Gabbar and
Naravan Kabra leading attacks,

AN Himmatbhar Ghulambhar calso trom Chandulal
Chalij, saw the same 6 persons leading the atracks.

XNIL Babu Khan Ishag Khan Pathan Janakbehn Chal,
saw Mangelal Patmi carrving out arson and loonng,

Addresses of the accused

1 Consh Prabhudas Sharma 265 In the truck hody business,

[Parnt Socieny, ( h.tm.iupur.L
Supplred 3 litre Kevniene drumi tor arion.
20 Ihinesh Prabhudas Sharma 23 Patm Socrety, € hamuanpura

Supplied 3 litre kernsene draeme tar arion,

cuphized pPelrul drzems tor During Deohie

30 Ramesh Chon 3010 <on ot
Pandity, Bangle seller with a shop next
to Asha Trading, Parm Nagar Socieny,
Chamanpura

4 Kapil 22,
Munna ;

son of Ram Naramn
works i a petrol pump near
Swami Naravan Mandir, Babusingh
Madhesnh Soctery, opp. Gulbery Socien,

Chamanpura.

What happened is secular
violence which happens during
communal violence.

NarendraModi, referringtothepost-Godbraviclence,. -

Narnired trosiueds and perrad, belongs to the Baprang Dal,

\has Kalh Dhoby 2220
Babusingh Madhesinh Society, € Ipp Crulberg Sociery, (€ h.un;mpuf;l

3 Suresh he 18 a washerman;

GO0 Naravan Tonk alias Kabra - Channelwala 405 Gheewali Chab,

( i\,.nn.inin:l.i.

Veone thranany and srabbrgg,

Bharat [akshman Raput, he ves behind Ramp Mandir and
works behind Do Sultan's Dispensary, Chamanpura.

S Surendra 2200 <on ot Champabehn; His fatheran-law owns

Asha Tradime Company, his mother works in Shevan Chnie as a

compounder, Dr. Gandhi Chawl, Chamanpura.

9. Krishna

Chamanpura

tson ot Champabehn, Dro Gandhi Chali,

T Lala Mobanp Darbvar, smvoived in illeval liquor business; Dr.

Crandin Chal, Chamanpura

Fle hav veen secn iy eyenatnesses

actualhy commtting rape.

11 Sushil Bey Mohan Sharma 260 works in the Home Guards;
Restdent of Ramchandra Colony, Takn, Chamanpura.

12 Poona Sinh Rappur (40420 works in Arvind Mulls; a
Conpress Loacnvist, Resident of Opp. Gheewalt Chawl, above

Ramlal U ttamchand, Chamanpura.
[

He was seem warh & dute in band

13 Manish Prabhudas Jan 2550 Owner Raa Kirana Store,

Resident of D Gandhe Chal, Chamanpura

T Dharmest: 200 son ot Ram Achal Pathak, mrolved i tilegal

iguor puineis, Restdent ot Chandualal Chah, Chamanpura

15 Gabbar: son ot Mandan [Wingar, (1 ien and short, has an uncle

i the podse Vi wnile s mame o Adhok [hngar). He makes chappals,
Restdent ot Babusingh Madhesinh Chal, Opp. Gulberg Society,

Chamanpura

e was or Bungadon Noo 1 leading the assault on Gulbery Socety.

16 Chunmlal Prajapan s ex municipal corporator, from BIP.

S
Restdent of Mohanlal Wadi, Chamanpura,

Wi ceem mmating the maob

17 Mebhsingh Dudhsinh Chaudbary (45, an advocate and ex-
municipal corporator of the Congress. Jatfn, a senior member of
the party, had not chosen him tor the teket this nme; Chamanpura.

1N Lagrup Sinh Raygpuet 480 an advocate and ex deputy mavor

ot Ahmedabad, Navi Chali, Ome Nagar Road, Chamanpura,

19 Duavaram Mochr; hving in Bungalow No. 1 and Ashok ahas

Ihingar, Resident of Bungalow No. 1, Gulberg Society,

Chamanpura
Mechr alioued hic home to be used as a

place of attack

200 Mangelal Jain (32); owns the
Adhinath Kirana Store, Opposite
Chamanpura Pumping Stanon.

He led the attack on laffery'’s house.

Dilip Sura) Bali; Ramchandra
Colony, Near Water Tanker, Chamanpura.

22+ Naresh Knshnadas Brahmania,
In the tlegal hquor busmess, Talau Nagar,




Near Roludas Bus Stition, Block Naoo 32, Talan Nagar 240 Carst Nos Kalia 250 Taves near Rohrdas bus stop

- (nhers have given the name ot Dhobr Kalash, hving ar

23 Takhia 2275, hves in Block 35, Talan Nagar, ‘He s 5 feet 5 - o = )

Gopal Nagar, They sad he s dark complexn med, was carmang
inches tall Has long har which s red in colouar J
! mobile phone, was weanng an carnng and was seen by many persons

He was rn..'-um.-.'u? tor  the rape with a femar, Madan Mochi's son, Guabbar was also seen

The deceased in the Chamanpura killings

Name T Age ]
| Fhsan Jattre b MEP Lok Sabha Dead
2 Anvarkban Ahrocdkhan Pathan 04 Dead |
3 Kharrumna Ahmedkban Pathan Dyead
4 loharuniva Sadkhan Pathan 33 Dycad
5 Jamilabanu Rastad Khan Pathan 35 Dead
O \khatrkhan Anvarkban Pathan 3t Dead
: v Sapda Akherkban Pathan 25 Dead |
| ] Sadabkhan Akbiekhan Pathan 14 IDead |
: 9 Nasrnbanu Md Shant Shakh M) Dead
[ 10 Nilotar Md. Shant Sherkh | i Dead
|11 Farah Md. Shant Sheikh 13 Dead
12 Varvahikhan Pathan A} Dcad
13 Gulzar Md. Nur Md Pathan Rh] Dead
14 Marnambibr Gulzar Md. Pathan 48 Dead
15 Firdosbanu Gulzar Md Parhan 25 Dead |
16 Irtan Mo.Gulzar Md Parhan 22 Dead |
{ 1" Imran Md.Gulzar Md. Patban 19 [Dead
|8 Salma Avubkar Pathan 4 Dead
19 Stuamsad Avabkar Pathan 28 Dead |
20} Shamum Nvubkar Pathan 20 Dead
21 Sonaben MLinurbhar Mansukh Dead i
22 Hamisha Mchboobbha 3.2 Dead !
23 Asmuatben Abdulbha 45 Dead
| 24 SMohsin Mehmoodisha 1o Dicad o~
‘ 25 Vasim Mehmoodbha s Dead 8
26 Sahil Salimbha (IR Dead ™~
27 Samuim Kahimbha 20 Dead =r
28 Jahangicbhar Sindh 43 Dead E
29 Mobhammad Salimbha Sindh 23 Dead ‘l
3 armaben Tahangiebhas Sindin %51 Dead g
3 Mumtyben Sikandarbhae Sindin 35 Dead 5
32 Jebunben Kasambhar Mansun St Dead =
i3 Mohmoodben Aslambha 32 Dead *
| 34 Yasmin Ratig - Dead ;
35 Farda Shaki! Mansun A Dead 0
3 Napman Kasam Mansun s [ead g
37 Shabnam Aslimbhar Mansun 12 Dead o
i1 Asha Aslimbhar Mansun 10 Dead 5
3 Irtan Aslambha Mansun Dead =
40 Irtan Aslambha Mansun 25 Dead g
41 Shahina Aslambhar Mansun u] Dead >
42 Mukesh Aslambhar Mansun 5 Monthbs Dead §
43 Farzal Ratigbha Dead 8
44 Shahzadal Faguirmohhamad 45 Dead
45 Zubedaben Yusutbha 30 Dead f 31
| — - —_— — e SUSN— — -t




¢ arnaee at kabadi Marker, Bebrampura, Yhmedabad
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€ arnage at Kabad: Marker, Behrampura, Ahmedabad
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Naroda Fruit Market, Kabadi Market

OI the 2000 wholesale true businesses with palas in
Naroda Frare Marker, all 17

commumty were selecnvely and ('t)l‘l]'\h'“_"\' putted, money

owned by the Memon

trom the sates stolen and all husiness records destroved. The
agnicultural produce committee charrman, Laxman 1) wold
CC that despite repeated calls, the police had not responded.
These 17 wholesale businesses were destroved in broad davlighe
on February 28 cven as the attack on the hives and digmity of
the residents of Naroda Patva was i tull swing,

Place: Naroda Fruit Market,
Swami Narayan Road, Naroda

Witness: Ramanlal

(Interviewed ut the Naroda Vruer Market on Marcdh 8)

Illfi!hll'll Ramanlal 15 a three generations old story
ot Hindu Mushim partnership. Ibrahim Ramanlal 1s a
trutt commission agent on the Swami Naravan Chawl
Road. This tradinional intra-communin partnership was
not sparcd by the mobs who had abviously done ther
rescarch well The lost incurred was Rs 2.5 Lakh, This
will not make a dittference to us, however. We will make
surc that this relanonship, which 1s much more than a
business one, as 1t spans pencerations, will be rebuile

and tlournish

On Muarch 6, the day this corre spondent visited the arsa, |
tosind the Babanshah Mosque, Swame Narayan Chanl, bebnd
the trutt market re duced to rubble. s we climbed up the broken
stones, we saw not juil torn pagei of the Coaran strewn all orer the

toor; the ramdals had even had time to detecate on 1.

Uhe tramed phatograph ot a Hindi sdol was planted at the

very spot where the mant stands 16 lead the namaaz, There wer

telitale stgns of @ puga harie been pertormed @t e place. and
the slagan “far Nivr Kam™ scramwled in red on the walls were dear
etidence of what exacthy the bate mongers bad mn mind when they

beld a whole populution o ransom.

New Gujarat (National) Kabadi Market Corporation,
ncar Bhulabhai Park, Behrampura, Ahmedabad

Place: The New Gujarat (National) Kabadi Market
Corporation, Bchrampura, Ahmedabad

Witness: Sirajbhai Hanifbhai Qureshi, Kabadi Market

(nterviewed at the Kabadi Market on March 9)

Thc New Guyarat Kabade Market Corporanon, near
Bhulabhar Park, Behrampura, was attacked, vandalised tor
three tull davs, The two watchmen on duty were maimed and
butchered betore beng torched. The Kagdapeth police stanon

located nearby juse allowed 1t 1o happen.

The Mobamadiva Ahle Hadis Maspd and 225 shops in
the Kabadr Muarket

completely destroved on February 28 eselt. The attack went

160 inside and 65 ourside. were
on tor three tull davs to muake sure that the arca was destroved

completels,

Two watchmen, Ahmed Mobhammed Arab and Yusut Abdul
Cratur Shakh, were tound dead cut up and charred —

just outside the shop ot one Harun Yusut,

Two other watchmen who survived and are evewntnesses
are Gam Bha .l.II'II.Il Bhar and Abdul Shakur Abdul Jabbar.
Thev have named Ashok Bhar Smdhi as one ot the mam
accused i leading: the attack. The pobee stanon under which
the Kabadr Marker talls, 1< the Kagdapeth pohee station, whose

policemen were blind o the svstemane damage tor three davs,

We must have made hundreds ot calls to them. The toral
loss 1o materials 15 about Rs 4 crore and 1o the buildings,

another Rs 1.5 crore.

Place: The New Gujarat Kabadi Market Corporation,
Kabadi Market, Ahmedabad

Witness: Secretary, Kabadi Market

Wintten memorandum submitied to € C by the secretary, The Nen
Couparat Kabadi Marker Corporation, Kabade Market Number: 2,
Bhulabhar Park, Bebrampura, Vimcdabad — 22: to the NTHRC

On February 28, dunng the communal nots in Ahmedabad,
the troublemakers broke down the gates of Kabadi Market,
looted and burne down all the shops, and destroved the ennre
Kabadr Marker. Duning the lootung and the burning, we called
the tire bogade several umes but there was no satsfacton
response from them, nor was a fire engine sent. In spite of
intormung the police stauon, the police, too, remamned inactive
Whats more they encouraged the looters and the arsonises,

Atrer all thas, two of the watchmen ot our marker,
Ahmedbhar Mohammedbhar Arab and Yusutbha A,
Gaturbhar Shatkh were killed wirh sharp instruments. The

panchmama has since heen made and post mortem carned out

in the Civill Hospatal,

By this heartless act, our entire labadi Marker has been
destroved and our place of waorship has been burnt, our holy
books damaged. The esumated damage to the Kabadi Marker
1s about Rs. 4 crore.

Place: Jamalpur, Ahmedabad

Witness: Liagat Bhai

thtervaencd at the residence of a docal at Jamalpur on March 3)

Thc 1o vear old durga/ opposite the Jagannath Mandir
has been broken down and tor davs, Ram D was heard
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plaving there every mght. On the might of February 27 28,
the clephants that are kept inside the remple premises were
made to dnnk hquor. The sereams and vells that followed
caused terrorin the enoire locabiry. On the mghe ot February
27, 5T services were !\u&pt:ndml. Why? S that people trom
the villages could not escape?

During the last clecnion, Haren Pandya, who won
trom the Paldr arca, had openly proclaimed during his
campaign, “Baandye nabin bachue joyive” Not a single
paandye, abusive term tor a Mushm/circumaised

person must be spared.)

Near the Kanch & Maspd, there s the shop ot one Sved
Paanwala, Bashir Bhar He teeds masali paan to the police
because he has no choice. On February 28, his puan &4
vaie was destroved. PSI Yadav who stood near the destroved

gaila the whole day, asked Bashir Bhai to come to the Haveh

pohce staton to register his case,

Bur once at the police staton, he was thrashed by PSE Yaday
and PSI Chavda. Both used to cat free paan trom him.

The worst conduct was at VS hospital. Here, Bharu
bebn and Anita behn, both BIP corporators (Bharu bedo 1s
from Mani Nagar) were actually instructing doctors on
which patents to treat and which not to trear. At the VS
hosprtal, treatment was being denied to Mushims when
pressure from BJP MLAs and corporators was put on the
local admunistration.

Revenue Minister Haren Pandva was scen by us opposite
the VS Hospital setung fire to the Apna Bazaar Medical.
“Yeh Miyane ag Lagaye” (Lot us burn these Mushms™), he
was shouung, after he burnt it down himself. The Ellis Bridge

Police Station 1s close by but they did nothing,

The fire brigade was called and thev tnied desperately
to put out the tire. But Haren Pandva, leading the mob,
prevented them. An FIR has been launched against Haren
Pandva and MLA Ashok Bhatto Just ourside the Elhis
pohce stanon, Haren Pandva was over heard telhing the
Pl even as Hotel Elhs was atlame: 2o lab samay kayr nath
The Pl
concerned had a special room permanently booked for
bim at Horel s,

kartoo” “This community does nothing”.

Opposite Jamalpur Darwaza, the Jagannath Mandir
was under pohice protecnon!

The local PI Jadeja tired at Mushms and watched wath
glee as tireballs (aag e gole) reduced some 10 phopadas
and 23 cabuns to ashes near Jamalpur Darwaza, Jadeja
then filed an FIR against Mushms claiming that a 2 000
strong mob had attacked. This was reported by Ssar News
and the Gaparar Samachar on its front page. But not one
Findu hut has been burnt in the area. 1 know because |

AIM an evewitness.

The dead bodv of Yusut bhar Allabux bhai, a mght
watchman at Kabadi Market, No 2, Behrampura, was
tound with his legs severed. An FIR has been filed against
Pl Barot tor this murder by the Kabadr Market
Association.,

Assailants identified: Revenue Minister Haren
Pandva, BIP MLA Ashok Bhatt, Bharu fein and Anita
debn ‘both BIP corporators).

Policemen indicted: PSI Yadav and PSI Chavda, Pl

Jadeja, PL Baror.

Vatwa

located on the outskirts of

\hmedabad, saw repeated and prolonged bouts ot

Vatwa, an area
violence, often led by the residents of nearby housing
colonies ke Murhidhar Sociery, Mani Society, Asapalay
Sociery, Picmie Park and Manav Nagar. The attacks
were allegedly led by a resident of Vatwa who s also
a Bajrang Dal leader — Haresh Parel. Patel was ably

supported by the police.

At Nawapura Kabrastan, a fasti of 300 houses, was
completely gutted by mobs that attacked all dav and
might. The attack came tfrom the residents of Asapalay,
Picnic Park, and Manav Nagar housing colomes.

There were many persons from the Waghar

community tnvolved in the attacks.

All Mushim homes were burne down in the tollowing
locahites: Bachubhar Kua (T0-80 housces), Bismillah
Nagar (60 housces), Darbar Khetar (T80 houses;,
Svedwadi 7150 houses), Azim Park (100 houses);
Muchadipir (9 houses); Roshni Raos {105 houses).

Place: Vatwa
Witness: Rizwana, Advocate

tInterviewed at | atwa Relet Camp on March 4

T]w tole (mob) was 20,000 strong. Bachubhar Kua,
Bismillah Nagar and Nawapura were burnt on February 28,
Rashm Raos and others were burnt down the nexe day. All
we could sce were heads, heads and more heads (mund:, munds,
mundr). Mahesh Parel of the Bajrang Dal, Ginsh Pandva and
Amita Patel (mumaipal councillors belonging to the BIP) were
leading the crowd. They were even arrested vesterday (March
3) but by evening thev were released on bail.

P1 Singh and Pl Damod were openly helping them.
Fvery nook and corner of the Murlidhar Society and
Manav Nagar as filled with VHP and Bajrang Dal
supporters. The crowd was carrving fafuwar, pawda, chara;
some even had puns. Apart trom torching all the homes,
7 8 persons have been killed in finng and another 7-8 are
missing. The residents ot Nawapura are mamly involved
i the bbangar (reevehing) business.




When Svedwadi and Nawapura were bemng putted on

Thursday by mobs trom the *border” arcas, the SP was himselt

standing there; he was also spotted at Waghnivas Kabrastan,
standing and eojoving the destructon. (1 cannot recall bas name
at the moment, but he 1s the SP ot the areas The entire pohce

department watched as large parts ot Varwa were destroved.

Three davs later (March 35, no complaints have been
entertained, no FIR registered. One Vilivat Hussain whose
54 lakh as
cven the wheat crop was burnt and the bore well destroved.
The cnmpi.unl was tiled on March 1.

tarmhouse was burnt down suttered a loss of Ra,

Assailants identified: Mahesh Patel (Barang Dali, Ginish
Pandva and Amuta Patel (B corporators).

Policemen indicted: Superintendent ot police, PL Singh,
Pl Damaod, ennre police department.

Place: Syedwadi, Azim Nagar
Witness: Salma Aapa
Unterviewed at | atua Relet Camp on March 4

Thc worst behaviour in the middle of the mob artacks
was that ot sccond Pl Damaod. He openly threatened that it
anvone complamed,  “We will ke away Mushm children

and women.™

Manv ot the residents of Nawapura are in the Bhangar du
dhanda, all the residents ot these daas are daly wager carners,
March 4
night as a casserte 1s plaved on the loud speakers with vaices
“Chop them! Kaill them?™

Fven today, tour davs later Lowe are terrfied ar

shoutng, “Kate! Maro” CThey want
us to come out ot our homes i panie so they can attack us
Todav, when we went to the other side of the *border’
“1o not sell

again.
1o buy vegetables, vendors were threatened:
vepetables to Mushm women, nor mulk for Mushm children.™

Policemen indicted: PPl Damod.

Place: Nawapura
Witness: Abeida

(nterviewed at | atwa Relret Camp on Narch 4

M\' housce 1s the first house at Nawapura and 1t suttered
the worst destructuon. (Abeida eries uncontrollably as she
narrates her storv). [ orecall the men who entered miv house,
One wore jeans and had spees on. They kept on shoutng

some Bajrang Dal slogans; they destroved evervihing,

I had collected so many things tor
the weddimgs of my children, but
now all 1s gone. Tam sure that 1 will
be able to recognise many of them.

in 72 hours.

Thev were !Ul.l”}' 34,000 Iscnplr, SO

we had to run awav. My own

all that | had

;n'('umul;ncd r'ur my

wedding jewels,
carcfully

over a monith.)

daughters Tees saal mar marne 10 b
basaya unhone tees phante mem saf kar

diya. (What T had painstakingly

I have brought peace to the state
(Thevwleucehacmhuuedﬁr

(The Indian Express, Ahmedabad; March 8, 2002)

collected over 30 vears, they destroved in 30 hours). For the

last six davs, | cannot sleep.

Place: Vatwa
Witness: Hafiz Khan Bhatti, Contractor

nterveewed at | amna Reliet Camp on March 4)

F' it 48 hours on Thursday and Friday (February 28 and
March there was complete havoe, At the CTM Char
Rasta, Salim Khan, a Mushm droiver, was burnt alive atter
amessage was passed on the police wireless that a Mushm
driver was coming that way.

My othee (transport business), my hotel Gurukrupa,
Scema Auto and Gurukrupa Restaurant were all attacked.
We must have called the police control room dozens of
umes but got no response. The Mushm fast within Vatwa
and we are surrounded by tens of
Qlur

has 121 houses
thousands ot residents ot the other community.
tragedy was that human beings hiving in the surrounding
arcas did not even glance at us when we were being
attacked. Four Hindu bovs looted and stole vessels from

our home.

I also run the Bhatt Educaton Trust which owns one
ambulance that I have donated. Duning those davs, jaan
ki hitagat bhulkar hum ne hosprtal ke sera k1. But what was
the reward? At Savedwadr Tol Naka, the police took my
ambulance into custody and seized it tor three davs. When
I went to collect i, | was shocked to tind that there were
Sto 1 puncrures in cach tvre. [t took me three hours to
bring it back to Varwa.

On the night of February 28, when we were attacked,
all we could sce was heads and more heads. Swords were
hemng waved in the air, shots were fired by privately owned
Vlah ke sera kot
Allah 1s on our
“Musalmanon

wuns. Tat hame malum pada ki hamara -
nahin CThen we reahised that none bur
stide.) The crowd had onlv one mtennon:
And throughour,

ko khatam karo!” ("Vaineihooff the Musiims!"™

innocent people were killed.

Out ot sheer tnght, the residents of Roshm Park,
Raunak Park, Tutel Park, Siray; Park, Nawapura,
Vandervad Talao, Jasodanagar Pate, Burham Society and
Bismillah Nagar just moved in here and are now in the

reliet camps,

The behaviour ot P Damod was eniminal. When some
persons spoke to him near Tashim Society about the scale
ot violence, these were his

words: “fo bura kam hura; itna

maar khaya kam hat kt aur mar
(“What happened

1s not enough. Are vou

khana hait"

satstied with the beatng that
- vou ]'l.l\'(‘ l’L‘Ct‘l\'C(L Or (ln Vvou
want mores’)
Policemen indicted: Pl
l);lnlnd,
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Saifee Society/Burhani Society:

Sixty-five solidly built bungalows were destroved here by
huge mobs on February 28, They used some acid and
explosive chemicals while seting fire to homes. A umer device,
black in colour, was attached to the mains and some solvent
poured into it, enabling a quick short-circuit in seconds.

Samples of the chemicals they used to ensure that the
firc raged on for hours has been procured by this
correspondent and given for analysis. Chemicals were also
discovered from four other locations within Ahmedabad.
As clsewhere, in Vatwa, too, gas cvhinders had been used

to explode homes, a school and a mosque.

Place: Vatwa

(Intervtewed at Satfee Nocrety Relief Camp on March 41

I am principal of the government recogmised Asmi High
School, where 500 students used to study, trom KG oo 10
standard. My wite 1s the principal of another school, the
Friends High School, which has nearly a thousand students,
My school was completely burnt down and so was my
bungalow, siruated just behind the school.

The worst partis that I saw with my own eyes, my compatnor,
Navneet Patel, pnnapal of two municipal schools situated n
the Hindu side of the arca who 15 also the owner ot Patel

Pan House, apart tfrom bemng pnncipal of Tajg School. Along

Background

Formed in 1932, Duning the 1969 niots, there was no
problem in this arca, In 19910, there was some disturbance,
one member from a family iving in Delite Apartments was
burnt alive. “Wabe lag aay bin kam kar rabe bam™ “The same
people are up to similar deeds now™

Haren Pandya is elected from this consutuency (Elhs
Bridge). Dunng his campaign for the last electons, he was
openly campaigning saving, “Paldi se musalman ka naan: anr
mishan muta denge”"(*We'll wipe out any trace of Mushm
presence from the Paldi area.”)

This writer spoke to nwo couples from the Paldi arca —
Aftab Bhai and Ghizala Kadn (the latter works at the Orniental
Insurance near Lal Darwaza, Ahmedabad) and Avaz and
Wasim Aslam (emploved by the Ahmedabad Municipal
Transport Service) on March 9.

Both couples are residents of Kazmi Apartments, Paldy,
Flat No. 3 and 4 respectively. Justice AN Divecha (renred
judge of the Gujarat High Court) hves in Flat 1 & 2 of the
same building and 15 a naighbour. Besides beng vicums
themselves, they are evewitnesses to what happened to
Justice Divecha.

with Reshubhar Sabziwala and Babulal Patel, he led the three
sided attack on our school and the enure Burham sociery.

Nothing can be more painful tor a teacher and a principal
than to see his school beng burnt, the enure records torn
and destroved and even the children’s work and chares
detecated upon. And when the attack s led by an educationist,
4 human being who 1s supposed to impart values and a
strength ot purpose to the voung, despair fills the heart.

There appears a clear target in the overall destruction -
Iives manmed and brutallv snutted out, the communiny (‘npp]rd
ceonomcally, relimous and cultural symbols debased, and all

sagns of modermity and growth erased.

Assailants identified: Navneet Patel (school principal),
keshubhan Sabziwala, Babulal Patel.

Indicted
Vatwa Violence Bllis Bradge

Leaders/ politicians:
Vatwa — Principal Navneet Patcl,
Keshubhar Sabziwala,

Babubhar Patel, Mahesh Patel (Bayrang 1al
Cansh Pandva (BIP corporator,

Anuta Patel  BIP corporator

Policemen indicted:

SP RO Patel, PLSingh

Pl Damod Varwas,

PSI Yaday,

PsI Chavda, PT Jadeja (Blhs Bridge.

Paldi

Place: Kazmi Apartments, Paldi, Ahmedabad
Witness: Aftab Kadri and Ghizala Kadri

(nterviened at Jamalpur on March 9)

On the might of February 28, some 25-30 petrol bombs
were thrown inside our tlats trom outside. When we looked
ourt 1o sce who the assalants were, we recogmsed them as
VHP people trom the area. We rang up 10 (Police Control)
and spoke to DCP Parghi who senta PLand PSE o check on
the damage. We were asking tor protection because though
onhy the walls were damaged, the mtennon ot the attackers

was clear

PSI Bina, who mapu'u-d the damage, sad 1t was not ene ugh
to warrant any police protecnon. The next morming, at about
11.30 am., a mob ot 3160 persons hurled stones and broke
the window panes ot tlat number 3. We called Pohee Control
again. In the mob, we could spot some of the known faces
we had scen the day betore. We wondered what o do burt |
{Aftab Kadry) felt leaving our home mav not be a good idea.

In our bullding, Kazmi Apartments, there are 12 flats, all
belonging to Mushms. By the morming of the 287 there were




onlv 1012 ot us around, Some were out of town and others
had lett. We sent oft aur tamilies elsewhere and 1 spent the
whole ot 287 watching a 2,500 30000 strong mob wreak havoc

m the arca.

They tirse wnacked Tarana Apartments, They were
armed wirth baseball bats, hockey snicks and ericker bars.
Thev used  the torce of 3000 persons 1o break down .
strong pate. They were rravellime i Sumao vans, They
broke the Tocks ot 12 thats at Tarana Apartments, looted

and lnlrtlt l[u':n_

The second bulding to be attacked was Delie \partments,
'].ht'\ used |’(]\\t |n11('n'\ to create the Ii‘li]‘.ilt ot he MO b b,
Thev used chemical solvents o ensure that onee a fire starts

I LII)("- Ot STy

The third building to be attacked was Ehite Apariments
where mostly advocates v The tourth buillding was our
bullding, Kazmn Apartments. Justice Divecha lettin the dead
of nighe, ar 12 P My tanuly had letre the da betore, Inom

casc, | \urn'rul aloss of Ry 423 |i}\|'.
Assailants identificd: VT leaders and activists trom alkdh,

Policemen indicted: DCP Parghr, PSIE Barga.

Place: Paldi, Ahmedabad

Witness: Justice Ravani, retired judge, Gujarat High Court,
former chief justice, Rajasthan High Court

(Memorandum submntted to the NTIRC )

.,'\ Rarine, who alio spuke ta the wmmzer an Mardd 4 and el

an oral festimony, suvmntted @ onritten memorandnm to e NTIRC

it /

e NHIRC

Lhe text 61 buc me PN e

Assuggested by the Hon, Charrman NHRC | that | should
submit in wnonge regardinge the nadents ot shitung ot the
otficial residence o justce M Kadren, a0 sienne judpee ot
Crujarat Fhigh Court and other related matters, Tam submiting

as tollows:

That at abour 3 pmon February 25, 1 started recenving
tclrphn mes about the violence having cru]m-d in the ¢y, Some
advocates phoned me that in frone ot the high court, trucks
were burnt and judpees had lete the bigh court. T was shocked
to hear this, parncularle tor the reason that 1 knew that in the
high court premises a police company is stnoned and even
on the opposite side ot the high court a tew pobicemen used

to remain standing.

I telephoned some of my tnends bhelonging to the mimonn
commumity, At about 4 pm 1 could
contact justce Kadr He intormed
me that the situation was very rense
near about his bungalow.  Incidents
of looung and arson had started
taking p].u‘t', I asked him about the
policemen that had been placed an his
residence. He told me that owo 1ll

equipped police constables are there,

I told him thar 1 was requesting

Every Action has an equal and
opposite reaction.

Narendra Modi, on the violence after Godhrs;
(TheTimes of India, Delhi; March 2, 2002)

MV ~ources tor re nnlln;f t'urrhcr .!dt'qu;nc ]’rrutc(nnn at his
bungalow. 1 contacted a reured DSP and requested him o
speak to someoncan Ellis Bndge police stavon and visit justice
Kadn's residence. Ome PL (probably Mr. Vachham) visited
ustice Kadn's house. He told him that he had no extra police
torce but he himselt would be taking rounds and keeping

watch,

Mter an hour or so, 1 agam contacted jusuce Kadn. He
intormed me that i nearby Dhubakot area (where the high
court judges” bungalows are located) turther incaidents of
lootnge and arson had taken place. Even near Gujarat College
and near Nagan Hospital, garages belonging to minoriy

COMMmunItes werg (LH'II.I‘."L'(I or burnt.

Thercupon, I requested a triend staving in Mushim Socien
opposite Navrangpura police stanon. In that | scality high police
otficers and high government officers were staving. The
tricnd told me thar the SR are placed here but its not sate
1o keep them outside. Jusnee Kade's house 1s very near from
here, Tt arrangement could be made o gIve Intimauon to
him about any urgent need, he would see to e that SRP people

mav rush there.

But then he asked me, “Will the mob give him ume (justice
Kadn o telephone either to vou or anvone in Mushm society?’
Hearnmnge this 1 telt exasperated but conunued to remain in
touch with jusuce Kadr. | remaimed 1in touch with him ull
about TR pome 1o TLOO pom,

The nest day, e 17 Mareh 2002, around 830, 1 tried 1o
contact justce ladn, but on telephone there was no response.
Theretore T ot wornied and contacted protocol officer of
Guparat Thgh Court. He told me that late at night jusuce
Kadriadong wath hus tamidy members had shitted to the nearby
bungalow ot Jusoce Vaghela, 1 requested the protocol otticer
to convey 1o qustice Kadn that T was wornied and he may

contact me as soon as possible.

At abour 11300 am, justuce Kadn telephoned me and told
that pursuant to the suggresuon ot chief justice and brother
tudees, he had shitted along with hus family members to the
bungalow ot brother justice Vaghela, He further told me that
he was bemg asked 1o shitt to Judges Bungalow in Vastrapur.

On telephone instanty [ rold him that tell anvone who s
suggesting vou to shate, that for a situng judge to shift from his
otticial residence tor the reason thathe 1s not given full protecuon
would amount to insult to the independence of judiciary and
also an nsult to the secular philosophy of the Constitution. In
reply he requested me whether I eould come down to his
residence. Trold that as soon as pracucable 1 would reach

there.

Betore proceeding to justce
Kadn's place, T tried 1o contact
justice RA Mchra, director,
judicial academy. He was not
available at his residence burt |
know from his
residence that justice Divecha,

camce o

retred high court judge and
tormer chairman MRTP was
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forced to shift from his residence and his house was ransacked.

I contacted justice Divecha at his fiend’s residence. 1 saw
to it that my message 1s conveved to justice Mchta that he
should reach justice Kadni's residence as soon as possible and
that 1 was going there. At about 1.15 pm. or 1.30 pm., l
reached residence of justice Kadri. After some ume justice
Mehta also reached.

From the talk that we had with justce Kadn, [ gathered
that:

g Chief Justice Dharmadhikari was worned about the
safety of justice Kadri and his family members and was
requesting him to shift to Judges Bungalow in Vastrapur or
to his own residence which 1s near Judges Bungalows.

r Military intelligence people had told jusuce Kadn
that it would be proper to shift from that bungalow as police
force kept at his residence was not sufficient to protectagainst
the mob violence and that he should not rely tor his sateny
on local police.

The military people had offered that they can ensure his
safety in military guesthouse in cantonment area.

Justice Kadr asked for our opinion and at that ntme Justce
Mchta received telephone on his mobile trom the registrar
of the high court who was speaking from the residence ot
the chief justice. The registrar informed that two bungalows,
1.c. Bungalow No. 14 and Bungalow No. 26, were ready and
any of them could be occupied by justce Kadn.

Justice Mehta handed over the phone to justce Kadr.
After finishing talk with the regstrar, justice Kadn asked us
as to what do we feel now and what should he do.

1 told justice Kadn that, “Brother, | am withdrawing my
philosophical assertions on telephone. Ground reality s that
the Constitutional philosophy 1s now 10 the book only. We
may be courageous but we are not soldiers fighung on the
border where to move backward even an inch would be an
act of cowardice. In the situanon now in which vou are placed
it would be unwise not 1o shift to a sater place.”

I further told him that he should not go anywhere clse except
with his kith and kin: aithng mother aged about 85 suttering
from cardiac discase and two college gomng garls, he and his wite
being in family and there being no other male member, what he
and his family now required was the warmth and support trom
hus kith and kin. Military people may protect him physically but
they will not be able to give psychological warmth and support.
The same was the opinion of justice Mchra,

Dunng the talk with justice Kadn, we came to know that
since vesterday might he had not taken food at all. Tr was
around 230 p.m. I told him unless he takes tood in our
presence we will not leave his house. In our presence he
gulped down two-three chapatos and some vegetable.

After he finished his lunch he received a phone trom

mulitary people or someone anccted with mihitary. In our
presence he told on phone that he was ready 1o shitt to his
sister in-law's tlat sitwated behind VS Hospueal, Near Tagore
Hall. Thereatter, when we telt assured that he would be shitted
under military escort, we lett his premises

At about 300 o'clock 1 eontacted justice Kadri and learnt
that at about 4.00 o'clock, under military escort he and his
family members had shitted 1o his sistern law’s place and

that bus mothers health was quite stable

O that dav evenimg at about 6.00 pome 1 receved phone
from advocate Mr. AN Memon, He requested me 1o tell
someone i police 1t bis residence near Shah Alam Khadaki
can be protected dunng nightume. Fxasperated as Twas, |
expressed my helplessness but told bim Fwas requesting justice

AMehta to do somethimg, 1t he could hn'lp.

One correspondent had taiken myv interview. Tt has
appeared 10w wwreditt.com. For vour ready reference it has
been enclosed. There are some naccuracies with regard to
dates, tmings and certan names. But as far as the views and

general detals contained theren, | stand by the same.

Place: Faiz Mohammed Society, Paldi, Ahmedabad
Witness: Uves Sareshwala

(ntertiened at Paldr on March 5

Th.mLs 10 the madness that gnipped Paldi from the nighe
of Tebruary 270 none of us were sate. Not even D Vvas,
Dr. Pragnesh Shah and Dr. Ramesh Parikh. The Shahmar
butlding which houses a prestgious polvehime of doctors who
happen 1o be Hindus, on the firstand second tloor, was also
burnt down, using gas cvlinders because 1t s a building
dommated by Mushms. The attacks took place trom 11 a.m.
to 6 pm. and some strav incidents took place on the morning

ot the next daw

There were attacks on six housing societies in Paldi where
abour 1000 NMushim hve, Towlly there are about 5 6,000
Fhindus Iving o this arca. Kazmi Apartments, I-hte, Delite,
Corner 2, Tarana and Bungalows No. 10 and 24, where the
tammly thar owns Motmahal hves, were burnt completely.

In Bungalows No. 16 and 24, three elderly tanily members,
Zafar Sheikh, Abdullah Moumahalwala, Nizamuddin Memon
and Igbal Hasmani were badhy brusced and injured betore

some people rescued them,

A famuly trom Tarana Apartments pad Rs. 500060 1o the
police tor protecuon. In Ahmedabad there s the Disturbed
Arcas Act, because of which Mushms and Hindus can’t buy
property trom cach other. In Tulst Apartments, many Mushms
who had carlier bought flats can’t sell now; so they tfecl
cornered trom all sides.

“We have paid the prize tor Tving decenty™ s the refrain
that could be heard trom many ot the residents of Palds.




Gomtipur

Salatnagar in Gomupur had approximately 260 hutments,
i which about 1,500 imhabitants resided. On March 1, about
2000 miscreants came and reduced these hutments Ingcthcr
with the houschold belongings to ash. The leaders of this
crowd wore sattron headbands and sattron belts with trishuls
tucked in them. Many among them wielded swords.

This mob was allepedly assisted by the PSI ot 1" sttt of

Gomnpur, Mo, in setung tire to the hutments, M wlt arrved in
his own jeep (regrstranon number G 1 AR 53425 and stopped
opposite Ambika Ml No.1 atabout 12 o'cdock i the atternoon.

\ resident and evewitness to the police compheity, Mohan
Bundela, who s part of a housing nghts orpamisation,
Jansangharsh Manch, has tiled an FIR againse the police
addressed to the IWSP of the Gomupur Police Stanon,

Place: Salatnagar hutments, Gomupur, Ahmedabad
Witness: Mohan Bundcﬁ, member, Jansangharsh Mam:h

VIR dodged with INSP. Gomtipur Poiice Station)

I‘ Mohanbhar Banarsidas Bundela icconvenor of Jansangharsh
Manch) wish to intorm vou wath sorrow that opposite Ambika
Mill gate no1, near Khokhra over bdge, Gomunpur, about RALLL
troublemakers came and set tire 1o the Salatnagar hutments Gabout
200 number with 1,500 residents ), together wath all the household
things in them on March 1, Frday.

The leaders of this crowd had ted headbands of sattron

colour and worn sattron beles with #rsduds on them and many ot

them had swords also. This crowd ot troublemakers was assisted
by the PSIL D statt of Gomupur, Mr. Modi, 10 setung fire to
the hutments. Mr. Modr stopped his own jeep GJ-1-AR-5342
opposite Ambika Mill Nod T ae about 12 o'clock i the atternoon,

From a crowd that was standing in the lane opposite, two
tour people came with empty Bisler botles and atter filling
them wath petrol /diesel from the PSEs car, they mingled with
the crowd once agam. At about 12:30 pm, they attacked the
roots apposite Ambikanagar, splashed petrol diesel on them
and sct tire to them. At that nme, some of the poor people
ot these hutments 1ook ther children and ran towards
Kalupur stanon and some ran weards the rallway colony.

Betore this attack, 1 myscelt,
Mohanbha Bundela, had asked tor
protecuon trom Pl of Gomtipur
police staton contnuously tor 24
hours. However, no help was given
10 these poor hutment dwellers
trom the Gomupur police staton,
Loo,

several times a complamt was

On (telephone; number

lodeed with the control room. In
spite ot this, no protection was

The government has given shoot at
sight order. Anybody who tries to .
take the law into their own hands
will be shot at sight. :

piven to the roofs opposite the Ambika Mills and no bandebast
was made.

The attackers were from the Amraiwadi police precinct
and we called Amraiwadi police staton several tmes and we
also complained to PI Patel personally that from yvour
Amrawadi precinct a big crowd is trying to set fire to the
hutments repeatedly. So please make some extensive
arrangements. But in spite of our verbal complaint and several
complants on the phone, the responsible people of the police
station did not provide protection to the hurment dwellers.

As a result, these hutments were bumt down by more than
200 anti-social elements with the help of the police. And all
these hutments of Ambika mulls were razed to the ground. And
these troublemakers looted the 8-10 huts that were saved from
the fire. In addinon to these troublemakers, the PSI, ‘D’ staft
of Gomupur, Mr. Modi, gave petrol/diesel in front of our cyes
and 1t appeared that these troublemakers had made some prior
arrangements with Mr. Modi. We inform you with regret that
not only the police arrested none of the troublemakers.

Mr. Modi knows the troublemakers who harmed the poor
people because he himselt did not perform his duty but helped
them to set tire to the roofs of the poor people and pur the
police toree in to disrepute. So please, sir, arrest these cnminals
immediately and taking appropnate legal steps, arrest them
and put them in jail. Also, make arrangement so that these
hutment dwellers getimmediate protection in future, [, myself,
Mohanbhar Bundcla, went to lodge the complaint of the
hutment dwellers in Gomupur police stanon in the evening
of 02:03 2002, but they refused to lodge the complaint that
1s why we are sending this complaint by Registered AD.

Policemen indicted: PSI Modi (Gomupur police station),
Gomupur police station, Amraiwadi police stauon, Pl Patel
(Amrawadi police stanon).

Ramol Khanwadi Relief Camp

There were around 2,500 refugees from the Khokhra
Housing Society (200 homes burnt), Soneni Chawl, Janata
Nagar, Gatoor Basti (200 homes putted), Ansar Nagar (200
homes pone), when [ visited the camp on March 6.

Unul that day, no FIR had been
recorded by the police, nothing by way
of relief had been received from the
collector. Residents of the camp
recalled how 12-15 nckshaws had also

1
1
;
:

been burnt on February 28. On March
6,1 antcipaton of the visit of former
prime munister, VP Singh, the collector
had sent some da/, some nce and some
oil, which arnved in our presence.
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Hospitals and hate

Scenes at some public hospitals in Mumbar (the KEM
hospital in Lower Parel was one such s dusing the bleak davs

ot December 1992 and January 1993 were sy mproms ot

the blind hatred that led 1o the macabre dances of deaths on
the streets. Some medical practitoners simply retused o treat
the enncally injured from the 'wrong community” saving, 1t
them be. Teas 1000 vears of hatred finally ¢ smang out.”

Ahmedabad’s civil hospreal (Sola Cil Hospital) recenved
the bodies of the ‘martvred” kar seraks at 8 a.m. on February
2K, The venue became the scene tor sharp and tocussed
anger that quickly progressed into the rasing of hate filled
slogans. The VHP orgamised a rehgious ceremony where s
vice-president, Acharva Ginrap Kishore said that the davs
violence was ‘a natural outhburst’. He also saud thar “Islamic
terronsm was responsible tfor the Godhra inadent and that
Hindus had acted with restrant.” The Times of Dadrr, March 1),

Soon after the bodies of the dar seraks had been cremared,
trom the evening of the same day, the hodies of anaother set
of victims came pouring in, this ume beanng another identiny.
Thev were Mushms from Chamanpura, Rakbial, Bapunagar,
Behrampura, and late, at mght, Naroda Gaon and Naroda
Pauva.

The borders drawn within Ahmedabad have ensured a
severely phettorsed existence. This has been an untortunate
fact tor the past three decades and 1t has had serious
implicatons tor inter community interaction and relations.
In the recent state sponsored genoade, it was used cleverly
by large, well orpanised and well-armed mobs numbering
several thousand, through bloodshed, violence and
mumidation, ta recnet the passage ot ambulances from the
inner, old citv into either the Vadilal Sarabhai Haospital or the
Sola Crvil Hospatal, This was another cruel method ot
preventng vicims trom receiving urgent medical attention

At least sixoimured persons rescued trom Chamanpura
CGrulberg Society, where Fhsan Jattn was cut wo preces and burnt),
told this writer that the V'S hospital had retused them trearment,
demanding that a police statement be obtaned first. This, trom
a group ot persons who had been brutalised and traumansed,
having been witness to 60-"thof their close relanions or neighbours
'\!l‘l]‘Pﬂ'd, f:l]‘K‘d, cut into preces, and burned abve!

An evewntness bving at Jamalpur told this writer, “the worst
conduct was at the Sola Civil Hospital. Here Bharu Aol and
Anita behn, both BIP corporators (Bhart fedn s trom Man
Nagar}, were actually telling doctors whom to treat or not 1o
treat.” At the VS hospital, which gave more aceess to the
minorines imtally (due to the presence of Conpress
corporators on the controlling board), treatment was gradually
denied to Mushms due to mumidanon by mobs™.

Evenn the second week of Apnl, while violenee in the
atv of Ahmedabad has trickled down to strav incidents, tear

stalks public spaces and hospitals, schools, government offices
and even the Gujarat High Court. They all remain venues
tor overt cxpressions of rehgious hatred. On Aprl 11,
cvewrness accounts told €€ that 15-20 strong menacing
groups, armed with unsheathed swords, stalk the corndors
ot the V'S Hospital cach night. No one challenges them. They
do notdirectly harm or kill. But the message goes out through
nurses and class IV statt that this area 1s out of bounds for
the marked. And in Gujarat today 1t 1s elear who the marked
men, women and children are.

[nterestngly, both Pravin Togadia, the internatnonal general
seeretary of the VHP and his second-in command, Dr Jaideep
Patel, are doctors by protession,

Place: Ahmedabad
Witness: Sharief Khan, Noble Aml:uhnu 'ﬁ&t

(Interviened at _I.'H)Id/_,bnr, Abmedabad on March § bl

WL' own two ambulances and work for any njured
person, regardless of commuminy. At Dant Limda (Al Shaan),
Char Rasta, the police was harassig us right from February
28 and unnl todav March 5) the harassment has not stopped.

Till vesterday we were recovening burnt and munlated
corpses, reduced to bare bones; tour people were burnt alive
in Behrampura, At the Cival Hospital, we were retreated very
badlv and many bodies of victims were disposed off within
24 hours without waiting for records to be complered.

Oine PSIL Pathan, stopped us from visiing the affected
arcas. Near Calico Mill, there 1s a place called Bawa [ababy, a
histonical place. At this spor, we were actually prevented from
vistung Dani Limda Char Rasta, Sardarbndge and Calico.

We are a repstered trust, we have a curfew pass; we told
the police that we have our own ambulance, but it made no
difterence,

In August 2001, the VHP and the Bajrang Dal had
orgamzed a [HP Bbartt (Join VHP) programme. Nearly one
lakh people marched through the streets of Ahmedabad even
though curfew was declared. This went on unul September,
One ot the main programmes was held at the VHP's Vanikar
Bhavan, Paldr. Their main araban (call) was, “Mushin ko nasht
“Destroy the Muslims!™). Ads were also released,
asking tor membership. How come they can violate the law
and storm the streets even when there is curfew? And we
cannot cven help the injured? Do the minonties have no
nght to a hife of dignity and good health in India anv more?

kar de!’

On Feb. 28, we must have received some 2,000-2 5(H),
calls between 9 am. and 5 pm. Each ume, we called up the
Police Control. Kumkum Hotel was surrounded by a mob;
we kept peunoning different sections but nobody listened.
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The police turned a deat ear to all our pleas. Wherever |
went in my ambulance, tor some 24 48 hours, T saw the
came kind of mob in different localities in Ahmedabad.

It was #ef the usual mob that Ahmedabad has seen dunng
riots; 1t was a full-fledged deplovment of a highly organised
maob. The numbers were large and the actions were

coordimated.

I even saw women members ot the Durga Vahin ar CG
Road and Ashram Road. Out of the mob of 4-5000 here, O
per cent were women and they were looting and burning shops.

Naroda, Mceghani
Sundaramnagar, Vatwa and Isanpur: I personally saw 10 12

Nagar, Saraspur, Bapunagar,
mainids broken down and 12 15 maguars damaged. | saw the
75 yc.n’-nld mamd (Madnr Maspd, Vasna Road, Paldi) over

which there 15 a court case pending, also broken down.

Not only that, bulldozers have removed the debns and a
paicca road has been paved s place. Other pec ple, who are
cvewitnesses, sav that the Revenue Minister Haren Pandva
directed this act. In a city where garbage 18 accumulanng for
10 davs because of the violence, how come the AMC
authorities have the tme to collect debris, tar the road with
such efficiency?

(1t 15 alleged that the Mumcipal Commussioner Panneer
Velam, an 1AS officer, and the deputy Municipal
Commissioner (west zone) Hingradia who are public servants,
were ordered 10 do this act)

Assailants identified: Member of the Durga Vaban,
Police/officials indicted: Haren Pandva (Revenue
Minister), Panncer Velam (Mumicipal Commuissioner, an 1AS

ofticer), depury municipal commissioner (west zong
Hingradia, PSI Pathan, Police Control Room.

Place: Gomtipur, Ahmedabad

Witness: Dr Ishaq Sheikh, Vice-president,
- Al Ameen Garib Niwas General Hospital

(Interrewed at Jamalpur and then froms NMummibar on March 7 and 14,

On February 28, 1 was in our 40-bed hospital. Right
from 12,30 p.m. there was a flood of patents virtuallv a
patient per minute. No one, not even those senously injurcd
and 1n need of better treatment than we could provide, could
nsk going bevond us, Bloody minded and bloodthirsty maobs
kept stopping them and threatening them with dire

Ct )n\(.'t]ll(' nces.

Twice on the 28% 1 tried to drive a serious patient to the
Vadilal Sarabhat hospital in my ambulance. At Rapur we were
attacked. This was between 4 and 5 p.m. Onoasee nd occasion
on the same day, we met the mayor, Himmat Singh, at Vadilal.
He then called for an ambulance ot the corporanon to help
us. We had made repeated pleas to the mavor, since twelve
persons had already died. An ambulance 1s designed 1o carn
one person but we were torced to carry even tour.

Our doctors were utterly and completely over stretched

but thev worked urelessly, At nmes, 4-7 sernoushy injured

p.ltu'n[\ wWere 1o oonce np('r.lllun theatre at the same tlml"
Ambulances were not enough. We had to galvamse dwdh &
rans otk vans: and carry 425 patents in cach one ot them.

Haroon, a voung bov who was shot, Iived near Usha Talkies,
We used a milk van belonging to a Hindu o take him to
hospital. The fire brigade Gomupur, and the Home Guard,
had 10 break through the mob that had shot him. The mob
Gt
Pl Jadhav of Gomupur was hardly up to

would keep stopping us saving, ko marn, 15ko jalao”
him, burn him'."”
his job. After this inadent, when we could barely reach our
patents to V'S or Civil hospinals,

A 14 vear old bov, Nascer, was cut to pieces when he was
caught between stone throwing mobs of Mushms and Hindus.
They simply killed i and burned him. In all, on the firse
day, 22 persons died berween C hartola kabrastan and
Paravistar alone. Over 45 died in police finng and over 30
through private tinng from the mob on the first day alone in
Ahmedabad. We have had to remove bullets fired trom

privately owned guns.

[t was the injustuce of the police that caused the worst
damage. It the police were to act fairly and take stnngent
measures, matters could be controlled within minutes. But
that did not happen, the pe lice are respr msible tor the greatest

INusuce.

‘Todav, the health services face another problem. There 1s
a4 severe prnhlcm of poor autntion and poor water supply.
Children are suffening trom jaundice, a water borne discase,
dehvdration and diarrhea. One child died in a camp recently,
Our monthly expenditure has increased trom Rs 2.5 lakh to
4 lakh. But we have not taken even a rupee, this s nsaan
khidmar. We teel that because we are the one hospital that 1s
doing good work, even though small, we are being targetted
<o that victms of violence sutter and die,

My pleas both to Allab and Bhagwan: Yeh Hondustan nab
har "This 1s not Indias. What has happened: | teel that once
and for all we Mushms should be asked to jon the army and
fight Pakistan. One crore Mushms will join the army so that
once and tor all the allegation that we are traitors, ant-natonal

cte. 1s put behind us,

On February 28, we started recemving desperate calls from
Naroda, They were frantic. One call was from one Nissarbha,
“If we are not saved today betfore nighttall, 2-2.500 will be
slaughtered.”™ A Hindu bhar trom the arca, Veer Singh, told
me later that 100-130 persons had been burnt alive and thrown
into the well which was then closed up. The Naroda vicums
are at Shah Alam. Darakhan ki Ghumat, and Bhawal.

So many unknown persons, hke one Rajendrabhar Triveds,
living near our hospital, helped us tremendously. Since the
287 we have mauntned peace; we tell our pes wple, bear the
sutfering, do not retaliate. This tume will pass. And ves, we
must tight tor truth and jusuce.

Many FIRs have been tiled to my knowledge, with leaders
like Rana Telecom. Mavaben Kotdan, Gordhan Zhadepia
‘Home Minister), Babu Zhadepia and PravinTogadia being
named. These are the persons who were seen orgamsing and




leading the mobs, paving the cadres, traming them o tigh

meanly and kill brutally. These are not Fhindus, St suthr

Handu nabin kar sakte aise sulm.

PravinTogadia owns the Togadia Dhanavantn hospiral ai
India Colony. On the 287, 1 saw an ad. shde ot his shown on
Cincable asking all doctors and nurses to report to his hospiral.
Was this part of a plan? Why did he want more doctors and
nurses? Or did he want them to stav away trom our hospitalsz

We have,
treat on different davs of the week, Now, in the lase eight

in normal tmes, 21 doctors who consult and

davs — except Nalin Shah and Gaurang Patel radiologst
— no Hindu doctor has come here. They are either unable

to or ternfied or tear repnsal tfrom these lawless leaders.

Mera tmaan yeh kabta bar ki aar nats o kol arse Hinduitan
saamine avenge! aur wob munh toda pawaat woh Hondstane denge
cabardast jawaab denge ham sap mulkar phir wnke be Hinduitan
chodna padega (1 carnestly believe a day will come there wall
emerpe Indians i our mudst to gve them a fiting rejoinder
we all shall give such a fitnng rejoinder that “Thev will then
have to tlee from the country).

Second mterview with Dr Ishaq Sheikh, on Apnl 3 —the
eve of PM Atal Behan Vagpavee's highly publicised visit, when
he was beaten by the Ahmedabad police while was trving to

ferry vicums of police firing to hospital).

[ recerved a phone call at abour 245 pom. At 3,005

p-m. I took the tirst ambulance to Shamser Bag

(Gomupur). Two persons had been shotn the ley and |
brought them to the hospital. By the nme | returned,
tour had been shor, one of whom died in police tinng.
I saw 1t with mv own cves, 1 osaw

I tricd to take

This was gabardasti.
advocate Nizam shot dead in his housce.
one of the victims, who s a heart patient, in my ambulance,
when the SRP and pohee started beanng me. The SRP
man who was finng started abusing me. He clamed 1
must have arms hidden in the ambulance. They scarched
Then pulled me out, dragged me out with myv hair Hie

me on the head with the nitle burt

Inspector Modi and Inspector Parmar were there, This
the RAL

was doing something wrong. They had 4 video camera wath

happened in the presence ot Thev kept saving |
them. Is rescurng the inured wrong? 1< taking the dead tor a
digmificd bunal wrong? Finally, an Army Major rescucd me

and told me to go.

Today, in one day, the pohice shot at 29 persons. Inmy
Shitted

where one died. Yei

haspital, we have 11.
them to VS,
ek it bo gava, logen ka phaavda
Iya ja raha hai. Iska ant kya hogat
CT'hings are have gone bevond the
Lt How will all this end?). How
could advocate Nizam have been to Islamic Jihad.
shot dead in his house unless 1t
was a calculated act ot the police”
There was no mob when the

pohce tired.

What is happening in Gujarat is not
communal riots but people’s answer

Mmmmsﬂm
(The Asian Age, Delhi; April 2, 2002)

There was firmg and we were rescuing. 1 told the police
when they were abusing me, clap ka kaam goli maarna, Mera
fears bt msaanon ka raan bachana (Your job s to kill, mine is to

save hveso.
Assailants identified: PravinTogadia

Policemen indicted: SRP jawan, Inspector Modi

Inspector Parmar, RAEF (all while on duty at Shamser Bag,
) 14

Gomupur, Apnl 3.

Place: Farmhouse, Kamol-Pirana road,
Daskroi taluka, Ahmedabad district
Witness: Syedbhai Salimbhai jumﬁhn Pathan

(ntervien cd at the farmtbouse on Kamol-Prrana road on March 8.

M\ tarmhouse kamol Pirana Road, taluka Daskron,
Ahmedabad distriet, has been completely burnt down. I phoned
the PSTRH Sharma ot Aslah Div several umes but he openly
<aid that only 1t the farmhouse 1s burnt will he get money!

My phone hines were cut and all the destruction took place
despite my assuring one Kanubhar Bharwad (who lives at the
corner of Kamaod) that I would pav him one lakh rupees to
protect my farms.

saving that my
tarmhouse 15 under threat but at 1 was willing to pay Rs 2
lakh he will protect i T am a businessman and my attitude

He had phoned me on February 28,

was that its worth paving 1f 1 could thus cut my losses. But
desprte Bharwad™s assurance, others called me up urging me
to visit my tarm. The destrucnon had already been carned
out tor over two davs: my labourers Ramesh and Chagan

were terntied wirnesses of the same.

W hen 1 went to the farm on March 2, my farmhouse, |
found 1 had already sutfered a loss of about Rs 30-35 lakh.
Over 12500 poultry birds were taken away, my godown
full with tons ot dhanr (poultry teed) had been torched. 1
went back a second tume with my brother and wiremen.
[ aor chale thr Loot was going on) and as we entered the

farmhouse drveway, | suddenly heard shouts, “Serh aya,

mardalo” “Seth has come, kill im!™). T reacted fast, reversed
mv car at tull speed and escaped narrowly, T saw that there

wis 4 150 strong mob all carrving axes, sickle and dhanas.

O the 45000 poultry birds | had, 12,500 have been stolen.
The destruction was premeditated and thorough. Every source
of water and electricity supply to the tarm had been cut. Today,
ten davs atter the incident, myv birds are thirsty and the fire in the
eram godown is sull hurning, The farm used to be like a paradise;
tifty fountains keeping it cool even
in summer. To rebuild everything wall
FEUITE Fest hve. The total loss that |
have suttered touches Rs 60 lakh.

Property looted/destroyed:
Rs. 60 lakh

The
Bharwad.

Policemen indicted: PSI RH
Aslali Div,

accused: Kanubha

Sharma ot

N
[=]
(=]
o™~
=]
e
-9
0
=
o
(-4
=z
=
'Y
P
<
[+ -]
=
(=
(2]
=
]
-
o ¢
-
=
=
=
=]
(X

&
(%)




-
-
i ool

Vicum survivors trom Naroda Paovaand Naroda GaonsShah AL Reliet Camp

£ COMMUNALISM COMBAT + MARCH-APRIL, 2002




Panchmahal

Place: Dairol kasba, Kalol taluka, Panchmahal district
""'Whn‘eu: Bhalabhai

(CC has a copy of this beart wrenching account of the surtirors

entitled: "Vacts About Carpses Vewund Near Vhe Canal Beyond Darrol

Town — Anlrrelgons A1t — A Hemous, Terrepyeng, Mond Bogoing

Incident’.

“The heart rending story, which would pur even the devil
to shame, ot the tate which betell, near Darol, a tanuly ot
labourers who escaped trom Limkheda town to save therr
lives and take the shelter of humamne”

On Friday, March 1, realising that Limkheda was not
\,\h-. ]_' of us |(-1[ Our huu\c \l:rr(']\tlllrnu\h .|m| IHHI\ t!k‘
train to Pandu, a town in Kalol taluka near Dairol station
From Darrol, one has to take a nckshaw or bus to go oo

Pandu.

As SsOo0n as we 2ot ott at Darol STALION, W Saw there was
no securtty here also. Fyven as we wondered what 1o do, we
saw a murderous crowd coming towards us. So we started
running to save our hves, One ot us, Anwar Khan
Walimohammed Khan Pathan, aged about S0 vears, was
caught, s]wr.lu-d with kerosene and burnt ahive.

On the way, just outside Dairol town, as we passed the
houses of the harnans, we saw a crowd beanng swords,
bambaoos, daggers, sucks and sharp instruments and carrvng
in their hands petre ol and diesel kerosene uns, rushimg towards
us. Then, they started beaung and herdinge us towards the
canal. Once there, they first commutted base acts with our
mothers and sisters and then killed them by cutting them up
In pleces.

Bovs aged 7 1o 12, escaped trom their clutches and hid in
the maize farms ot the Kanatas, near the canal. Bhalabha,
who hives near the Kanatia road heard our cries and he

sheltered us in his house tor six davs

On March 7, he brought police inspector Kotwal 1o his
house and Bhalabhat handed over to him the six children
whom he had sheltered. The PI took the children sately to

therr relauve, Ganimuvan [brahim Mithe Malek.

The bovs who were saved by Bhalabhai narrated these
tacts, The latter recorded them.

The names of the children who were abused but who

survived:

1 Mobsin Khan Mapd Khan Pathan (10)
2 Shahrukh Yasn Khan Pathan M
3 A\vvub Khan Yasn Khan Parhan (12)

4 Farzana bt Yasin Khan Pathan (11)

5 Mustata Khan Yusut Khan Pathan (12)
6 siray Khan Hussemn Khan Pathan (8)

The deceased: 11 from a family of 17 killed.

1 Khatoonbibr Hussainkhan Pathan (40)
2 Akbarkhan Hussainkhan Pathan (253)

3 lubunmisha Akbarkhan Pathan {18)

4 Yusutkhan Avvubkhan Pathan (14)

3 Rihanaben Akbarkhan Pathan (50

O Aawarkhan Walimohammed Pathan (20}

Sitara Mapdkhan Pathan (12

b Noorchan Maptkhan Pathan [14)
9 Imrankban Mauekhan Pathan (15}
1, Ataanaben Yasinkhan Pathan (2

11 lanictkhan Yasinkhan Pathan /18)

Place: Dairol kasha, Kalol taluka, Panchmahal district
Witness: Maulana llyasbhai ~ ~ 0

Interviewed at Jambusar Relef Camp on March 22)

A total of 368 Mushms were residents of the village.
On March 1, we were attacked by a 56,000 strong mob. |
managed to hide 1in the nearby jungle tfrom where 1 saw all
the grucsome killings. A total of 38 persons were burned
alive. There 1s no Mushm hving in the village now, so 1t s
veny ditticult to get tull details on this incident.

The deceased: 38 persons burnt to death.
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Place: Dairol kasha, Kalol taluka, Panchmahal district
Witness: Anwar Wali Mohammed Sheikh

(ntermened at Godhra Reliet Camp on March 2.

Wc Were trving to escape on toot when we were artacked
at Darrol staton. I lost most of my famule Dwas 172 kms,
behind the rest. They beat me up and lett me. My famuly, whach
was ahead, ted to take retuge in the house ot a hanjan. But
they were chased by the mob along the Nehr Narmada Canal

with gupas and dhamas and 14 persons were hrutally killed.

1 was at the ral phatak, 1 could hear screams, I was attacked
wwice, Malk upannaka janati ha k2 hamare partiar &« char hote, chote
Dacchryon ke sath kya sudak dzva. (God knows the treatment they
vave to four small prl children trom my famaly). They first
killed and then burmnt them. 1 staved in Dabod tor one whole
week, OF my joint family of 20 members, one person s with
me here and five are in Halol, The other 14 have been killed.

The deceased: 14 members of a tamuly ot 200 wiped out

Place: Pandharwada village, Panchmahal district
Witness: Habib Rasool

(nterviewed at Godbra Relet Camp on March 22

NL‘JT]\ 60 "0 Mushms were butchered on March 1, atter
1 mob of local Patels, Panchals and Haryans (2-2500 and
come 34,000 tnbal bhar bandh attacked our village. We were
completely taken aback. One Patel told us to go to his farm
where, he promised, we would be sate. But once we were
there, he got our people attacked from all sides in the tarm.
Faght of my children were trapped there and 1 lost all ot
them. The sarpanch, Al Modiwas with the mob, They hitus,
chased us, threw acid and burnt us, T somehow ot saved,
There are 13 families trom Pandharwada in the rehiet camp.
Ten persons who were burnt badly i acid attacks are in a
sertous condition in the Godhra Civil Iln\pu.ll.

The deceased: 600 70 Mushms, including 8 chaldren of
witness Habib Rasool, killed.

The accused: Sarpanch Anil Modi and Parel.

Place: Pandharwada village, Panchmahal district
Witness: Umar Bhai Ashraf Bhai

Interviewed at Coodbra Reliet Camp on March 22,

I am also from Pandharwada village. Another Patel,
Mahindra Vakil, betraved us by taking us to his farmoand
vetung us killed. He told some of us i the village when the
attack was immunent, “Come to my house, [ will save vou,
My house has a 10 foot high boundany wall and vou wall be
safe” So, 61-70 people, especially women and children, went
there. The moment we got inside, he locked us from outside

and blocked the entrance door with umber logs.

After some tme we heard shouts and sereams. The artacks
began, in which many pu.plc succumbed. A two vear old girl
was burnt alive. 1f some of our voung men had not worked

very hard 1o pet us out ot the trap, 1t would have been an
even bigger rrapedy,

What was the admimistraton dong? There are about 1,200
villages in Panchmahal districe and anabout A0 ot them

there was simalar violence

The deceased: “Many people” died 1 gruesome death. A
two vear old gl was burnt alive

The accused: Mahendra Vakil

Place: Pandharwada village, Panchmahal district

Witness: Mariam Aapa
(htervnened at Godbra Relet Camp on March 22}

I was nside Mahendra Vakil's house when T saw him
calling a mob ot 25 30 persons to attack us with acid. This,
atter he had rold us he wall keep us sately in his house. I was
huding 0 the bathroom but my sister Zora was the victim ot
bad acid burning and now she isn the Lunavada camp.

For three davs no policemen came. Jaswant Patel, who owns
the farm, should have been arrested immedhatelv. By the way, in
our village, on Thursday dav ieselt, telephone wares were cut and
n Mora villawe, STD hines were cut. At 9 pmein Mora willage,
the lights were also put out. The day betore, some persons had
warned us that clectricity will o and the phones wall be cut, so
beware, Therefore, all the attacks must have been planned.

1 think about 100 people were killed trom our village alone
All the tamilies have been separated. Many voung men were
Killed and only women are lett now

The deceased: 1 think abour 100 people were killed

trom our village alone’.

The accused: Mahendra Vakil and Jaswant Patel

Place: Pandharwada village, Panchmahal district

Witness: Yusufbhai Abdulbhai Saiyed

(Interveened at | snarvada Reliet Camp at Kaiol on March 22)

I lost my tather in the incdent ar Pandharwada where
nearly 30040 persons were killed msde Mahendra Vakil's
house. My father was killed with 1 sword slashing his head.
My brother was also murdered. ‘Durning his interview,
Yusutbhar showed a huge pash on his backs some ot his teeth
were broken and his jaw was fractured:. Though 30-40

persons were murdered, pohee say only 12 people are killed.

The deceased: Father and brother ot Yusuthhm
Ahdulbhar Saved among 30040 others kalled.

The accused: Mahendra Vakil

Place: Pandharwada village, Panchmahal district

Witness: Akhtar Hussain Najeem Khan

Interteened at Coadira Reblet €Camp on March 22}

It was 1210 the atrernoon and 1 was with about 2041
people, mostly women, inside. 1 could see trom the gnll




outside, how he was summonming the crowd 1o attack us,
Broken glass preces, acid, kerosene was tlung at the vicnms
betore setting them on tire, For 34 hours, 1 saw evervibing,

My wite and two children are here wath me bur 11 ot my
familv members are mussing. [ cannot bear the thoughe, but |
even saw dogs cating the copses. The taluka pan Fuayaat pramik i
ot Khanpur, Jaswant Mamilal Patel (BIP, took away 25

corpses and burnt them,

The deceased: 25 corpses burnt; 11 members of asingle
tamily mussing

The accused: Laswane Mamlal Parel  BIP ) waleed i panchaiar

pramuk b, Khanpur
Place: Pandharwada village, Panchmahal district
Witness: Noor-un-Nissa (12 years old)

Intervienvd at Godbra Relper Campoon March 22)

Wc were i the tarm when lots of people came shouting
L

uncler tell down and some

and started attacking: us. My dhacda

men placed a swe rd on miy tathers neck, We were trving to run
up the hill to save our ives \lah saved us, T remember seangr a
woman crving because her baby was thirsev, T did not see them
atter that. My mother was with me and so was myv Adwds Gaunt).
Ay tather s alive but my uncle was killed m tront ot us,

I was begring ey crvbody, “Please don't kill myv tather,
please don’t kill my mother!™ Oine FFakirhbhar, who s a
tlourmill worker had his head chopped ot T almost
tanted out of exhausuon when one Bhil told me 1o run
away tact, Two adivasts took me imto therr house. They
The

S Nodado, nidale!” But

changed mv dress and made me pur on a lengha

crowd came and started shounny,
theyv sard there s no Muslimoin the house. Then the pohice

arrived and T oot saved.

The deceased: Fakirbha and e of Noor un Nisa
beheaded.

Place: Pandharwada village, Panchmahal district

Witness: Akeela, Halima,
Sheikh Faiz Mohammedbhai Ahmedbhai.

thitervien«d ar Kalol Redret Campoon March 22

A.n'.r-u..-, My hushand Yasimbhar, was killed; they sheed his
head oft with a sword. He was 1 dah wage carner. T have
Anisa T Niloter 6 and
Wans 5 Atter kiling my hushand, they tried 1o rape me.

rwo small danghters and one son

Thev threw me on top ot o
husband and myv three children were
flung in the putter. T managed to run
up the Wl with myv three children
whao are now i the camp with me.

_ The

responsible tor the murder ot so

Halima apa: persons

many ot our people in the tarm are
Pranulal, Jaswant Manidal Pacl,

Arvind  Patel, Mansukh Bha

Today 15 zillas were completely
incident free. In 16-17 places
curfew is being lifted. Ahmedabad
after last night has been in a way

Narendra Modi,(Is Waqt; March 02, 2002)

C hamunda and Sanjay, Ther betraval of all of us was amazing,
Thev called us, promised o save us and then organmised the
attack.

Akecla’s hushand had been working for 15 vears in
Mansukh Chamunda'’s house in Ragkot but was not paid any
maoney. \part from me, the other evewntnesses to the whole
massacre i the tarmland are: Yakubbhar Gulambhat Saived,
Yusutbhar Abdulbhar Saived and Sheikh Faiz Mohammedbha
\hmedbha,

Sheikh Farz Mohammedbha Ahmedbhar saw with his own
cves, his uncle and aunt Sheikh Hatnbbhar Ashratbha
Bistmullah FHabibbhar and Dulanbibr Ashratbha
preces and then burnt. They were surrounded by a gang of

che ’ppt‘tl 1o

5 Tk people who killed mercilessly; even our animals were

not \l\.lrt'(] I our h(ll'l'll.'\.

[ was i the farm when men carrving darmvas and swords
attacked my son, Jabbirbhar Ghanibha, father of 5 chiddren.
They killed my son and T ran. T have nobody but Allah lett
nows My brother in-law was also killed 10 the tarm and so
were Abdul Kanm chacha and Sadig Khan. My daughtern
Law, larmila i mussings T have no family member lett with me.
We par no help trom the police that dav. There 1s a police
outpost at Pandharwada with two policemen who did nothing.
When I went to the Khanpur police station, [ was simply te ld,
“Tum tumthan jaan bachbae”™ (*You save vour own skin.”

Vherk b Vary Mobammiedibar Abmedbhar: My wife was burnt
with a solvent. Jabbir Kalos, a one and-a halt-month old baby
was also thrown into the fire but | pulled her out and handed
her back to her mother, Madina. Another small girl, Nafisa,
was also thrown out n the fire; 1 pulled her out too.

The VHP distrier president hails trom Bakor, 3 km from
Pandharwada. He s, today a resident of Godhra, He s
responsible for much of the havoce caused n the villages.

Stmlar tragedies have taken place in Vispur, Umet,
Modasa, Lunavada, Kapadwany, Malpur and Khanpur. Four
persons who had gone for a wedding to Vispur are missing,
The Godhra Modasa highway which branches ott into two
roads that ¢o to Rajasthan ‘ar Balalva and Ratanpur), saw
complete destruction, as mobs targetted trucks. Other
transport vehicles were also targerted and burnt, with thar
Mushm drvers inside them. On this road, there 18 heavy
trattic and the destrucuon of lite, goods and vehicles was
TINASSIVG,

The deceased: Yasinbhat beheaded. Shetkh Habibbhan
Ashratbhar Bismullah Habibbhar and Dulanbiby Ashratbha
chopped o preces and then burne. Jabbirbhar Ghamibha, killed
with duryas and swords. Wite ot
Sheikh
Ahmedbhat burnt with a solvent.

Jabbirbhar Ghanibhar's wite

FFarz Mohammedbhai

Jamila, missing,

The Pramilal,
Jaswant Manilal Patel, Arvind
Patel, Mansukh Bhai, Chamunda,
Samjav, the VHP  districe
president, Godhra,

accused:
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Place: Randhikpur, Panchmahal district
_' . 2¢s (19-year-old). Rabia, her neighbour
and relative, was with her at the time of the interview:

(Intervrewed at Godbra Redrep Camp on March 22)

On the highway just outside the village we were set upon
by a mob and 14 persons trom myv tamilv were butchered
and killed —
laws' side. All the women and voung grls including my 31

2 vear-old baby, were r.lpml betore being killed. They did

T trom my tathers tanube and 7 trom omvon

the same thing to me, and 1t I am alive, 1t 1s only because
atter attacking me, they lett me, thinking 1 was dead

My aunt, myv mother, my three sisters all met with the
same fate. I am 5-0 months pregnant. My husband and in
laws were away for Id. My husband came 1o mect me
vesterday. All the other villagers, including Rabia’s tamily, had
fled the day before, but we staved behind because my aunt’s
daughter was about to deliver. That delay has cost us
evervthing. 1 have filed a complant with the police bur |
don't know whether T will getjusuce.

Bilkees' FIR, addressed to the DS, Dahod, reads:

I, the complainant, am married to Yakub Rasul Patel,
resident of Kapdr fale, Barna. We had a daughter named
Salecha who was aged 3 2 vears. My mother’s home s i
Randhikpur aluka, Dahod.

“On February 23,1t being Id, | had gone with my hittle
gitl to my mother’s home. On February 27, because ot
the incident at Godhra Railway statnion, there was tension
and violence 1n the surrounding villages. In order to save
our hves, at about 10 o'clock 1in the morming on February
28, a total of 16 people tfrom our housc [, mv two
sisters and two brothers, our mother, mv hivle gl mn
maternal uncle, my paternal aunt and her husband and
their daughters -~ left Randhikpur tor Bana on toot. As
we came to know that there was violence everywhere on
the way, we stopped at Bijal Damor in Chuddr village.
Around midnight, we went and hid 1in Kuvajar mosque.

“The daughter of my paternal aunt who was pregnant,

gave birth to a girl. Around 10 o’clock the next morning,

we went to Khudra and staved with adivasis tor two davs,
After two davs, carly in the morning, we came to
( hhzip.tr\.\'ad. We were walking down a dwscda road 1o
save our hives.

While passing between two hills, two vehicles came
the direcuon of (:hh'.lp.].r\\.';ld and Randhikpur, with 30
40 people 1n them. This included Shatlesh Bhat, Raju
soni, Lala doctor, Govind Nana, Jaswant Navi, alo Vakal,
who 1s the son of Bhagu Kuverp and Kesar Khima, Baka
Khima Vasava. All of them are from Randhikpur so we
recognised them. The others were trom ( lll‘].i.p.!r\\'.l.\L
whose names we did not know, but whom I would
recognise if I see them.

“All had lethal weapons in ther hands — swords, spears,
sevthes, sticks, dagpers, bows and arrows, They started
screamung, “Kall them, Cut them up!” They raped my two

asters amndd me and behaved inoan imhuman way with my
uncle and aunt’s daughrters. They tore our clothes and raped
cight ot us, Betore my very eves they killed my 31 vear-old

daughrer.

“1he people who raped me are Shailesh Bhatt, Lala
doctor, Lala Vakil and Govind Navi, all of whom |
know very well Atter raping me, they beat me up.
[aving been mjured i the bead, T tanted. Thev letr,

assumimyg 1 owas dead.

“Ntter two to three hours, when 1 oregamed
consclousness, on scoeing the ¢ nr]nc\ aof my t..\mll\'
members, was ternticd. T ehmbed up the hill and staved

there the whole mght,

“ln the mornmg, when the pohice came to know about
this attack, thev came to take the corpses and tound me
alive, As all my claothes were torn, they brought me some
clothes trom the house ot an adivast staving at the toot
of the hall Then they brought me o Limkheda and trom
there T was brought 1o the reliet camp at Godhra.

“The above menuoned people raped my deceased sisters
and me, as well as the daughters of my maternal uncle
and myv paternal aunt. The killed all the people except
muselt. For which reason ©sav that legal action should be

taken against the above mentioned people.”

The deceased: 15 of a tamuly butchered. All women vicums,
mcluding a 3 12 cvear old baby, raped betore beng killed.

The accused: Shalesh Bhat, Raju Soni, Lala docror,
Govind Nana, Jaswant Nav, Lalo Vakil, who s the son ot
Bhagu Kuverp and Kesar Khima, Baka Khima Vasava ‘all
trom Randhikpur).

Place: Eral Gaon, Kalol taluka, Panchmahal district
Witness: Mustafa Ismailbhai

(nterteened at Nalol Reliet Camp on March 22,

Sc\ ¢n persons trom my family have been killed.
Shabana, mv 18 vear old daughter, was raped in front
of my wite, Madimabibr Mustata, betore beng killed.
Two of my sons and my wite survived. 1 am a drniver by
protession and was out when the inadent happened.

My daughter Shabana, Ismail Master, Urnibibi,
Rukaiva
Adambhar ‘my sistery, Tajoobibr and Suhanabibr were all

Adambhar Ibhrahimbhar (mv brotheran-law),

killed. Tajoobibi’s tour-vear-old son’s finger was cut off.
I filed an FIR at Kalol teluka police staton but even

atter 22 davs there has been no arrest.

My wite who1s an evewitness has named the tollowing
accused:

The deceased: Seven members of a tamily killed,
imcluding Shabana (18) who was raped in tront of her
mother, then killed.

The accused: Rajubhar Vithalbhar Talau, Purshottambhai
Gordhanbhar Parmar, Ganabhar Chandubhat Parmar,
Bhalalbhar Maganbhar and Narendra Singh Chandulal.




Place: Sanjch, Kalol Taluka, Panchmahal district
Witness: Shariet Khan Pathan

Ier March 22

S.umh has o populanon o around S50 Fhindus and the
same number of Mushims For two tall davs on Mareh 1 and
2oa 10 12000 crone mob armed waith swords and cuns
wreaked havoce m o the villaee. 13 14 people were Killed, The

pobice did nothime: We bave tach onlv in Alah

Whatever happenad m Gadhira, we did norswane thae Al
ot us trom Sanpeh, abour 350 Mushmes, are i [Dabod camp
Samch was cordoned ot tor two whole davsomwas the Dahad
DSP who took us tothe campon bis car The destrecnon or
the homes m Sanpeh s the worst, Inothe villaees of Daheod
L too or Nalol mowhich Saogelic Piplon, Bandibad ) Vs,
Guarbada are, 2500 3 00 erone mobs have vone on the

rampage in these villages,

In Vs villre, there are onlyv 1.2 Mushm homes amidsa

MH adivasis, O NMuarch 2 berween > ame and 10 ame, a

crowd of 35000 rcked us and started Toonnge, Someho,
the 12 Mushim tannhes escaped hut the Dahod police staton

has not repastered an FIR
The deceased: 15 14 peaple killed,

Policemen indicted: Sanch and Dabod pohce

Place: Malav Gaon, Kalol zaluda, Panchmahal district
Witness: Mustata Abdul Sheikh

Intervrewed e Keiod Releep € amnoon Narch 22

On \I.IH h |_ 33 T MTICS WU buarne \\“ ;'\l.l[‘t li 1o f\,l]l \|
where the police retused o reeister TR Il Babu Shak

and Ulhas Dava Parel were arrested and ler ot
Property looted/destroyed: 35 bomes burnt,
The accused: Dilip Babu Shah and U lhas Dava Parel,

Policemen indicted: Kalol pohee stanon.

Place: Mora village, Morvad Hadap, Panchmahal district
Witness: Sulemanbhai Yusuf
\arcty 22

Interviened at Codhra Relet” Cumpoon

Tht village has 35 houses and one mavd \When the aeack
took place, the collector, Lovanthe Ravi, manaeed to save the

mracrd and 23 houses There swere bie mabs ideloinge i violence.,

Property looted/destroved: Over S0 houses destroned.

Place: Mora village, Morvad Hadap, Panchmahal district
Witness: Salauddin Gurji

thnterviened b Godbra Reler Compoon March 22,

I personally saw Amnshbhar Panchal BIP weidmnns |
Bipinbhar Bhoo BIP | Kanulal Rana BIP, Vinod Ambalal
Bhor (Bajrang Dal, preadent and Vikrambhar Dindod B3P

deleeate trom Raasthan - They were the man perpetrators

ot the violence, O Thuarsday  February 280 migehe, they lett
Grodhra warh ewoeeps tall or people and carnied the Sande/
S Maora and ST Damaod

ong with two constables, Nawat Sieh oand Matadal, were

articke and pamphbless wal them

the ones who were ther open supporters,

The accused: Vmnshbbae Panchal BYP wadamanr,
Bipmbhoao Bhor BIP | Kanolid Rana BIPL Vimod Ambalal
Bhor Bagrange Dual, prosident and Vikrambha Dindod (BIP,

Rapasthan

Policemen indicted: S Mora, SE Damaod, constable
N Sineh, constable Matarlal

Place: Mora village, Morvad Hadap, Panchmahal district
Witness: Moinuddin

Dnterviened at Coodhra Redeet Camp awn Narch 22

On the dav ot the Guparar handh people in motoreveles
were moving around the whole districr wath xerox copres o
the Nandes/ Goaparan dalv banner headlimes and stories
provokimg people because of the artack on the tran. They
were selling these copies tor Re 20 Inour village, 117 houses

were Jnlul .Il'\ti then burnt.

e took sheler m the local sead they tred to attack us wath
hurmng tvres bur comehow we por saved. The SRP and pohce,

which have posesin every village, did nothing to protect us,

The crowd thar artacked us came tfrom outaide but they
wore lead by the wrpancies trom tive mibal villages: Veramya
villagre varmanc /o € oneress L Subivat villaee sarpanch Congress),
the Moravillage copanc’ dndependent | Dieloch village sarpanch

BIP and Rapura village warpancs BIP,

Property looted/destroved: 117 houses were looted and

[ht'l! b
The accused: Sarsancies trom the tnibal villages ot
NVeram Sulivar, Mora, Deloch and Rajata.

Policemen indicted: “The SRI? and police, which have

posts i every vllage, did nothing to protect us!”

Place: Baglhwada, Vejalpur, Kalol, Panchmahal district
4 ]

Witness: Haji Abdullah Bagli, an elderly trader

CLic VIR dias veens sent WD 20 Kalol tiluka PY,
Neiind poste Kaaiod: Home Minsszor, 8L New Sachiralaya, Gandhnagar;
! / ' National

oy Regritervd

!’.-’f.'.’. mitaib il collector, Condhra and the € PRaIrmtan,

[ deerszion I‘\.,‘A','- Coampmiviion, \.’.‘i [)'.'.’, ((

FIR:

moscue. Other Muashm tamithes, too, ve and work n the

Pdds i capy).
We complunants Iinve in the arca around the big

same arca. Hhndu orgamisanons had called a bandh on
February 28, to protest against the Sabarmaun Express killings
in Godhras Inothe communal violence thar engulted Gujarat
trom February 27 uselt, m eveny an and village vanous groups
killed members ot the munornny commumnity, looted and burnt

ther properiies. Vepalpur village, too, suttered.

O the atternoon of March 1, the below-mentoned
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accused, leading a violent crowd armed wath lethal weapons,
tins of petrol, diesel and kerosene, attacked the complamant’s
neighbourhood. They were sereaming: “Rall Mushms, loot
their property and burn ™

The accused mnated the crowd and they attacked us: s a
result, a total of 80 builldings in Baghwada rada and the tala

near the big mosque were burned down, caustng damage ot
more than one crore. Please take necessary steps against these

accused

The accused formed a group and schemed and we stand

_as witnesses to the lootng and arson i our respective arcas

and we can question all the people and get the exact extent
ot the damages. Because ot the prevahing state O uncase
and fear since February 27, we could not lodge a complaint
perse nally; witnesses to the lootung and burning are as tollows:
Ishag Mohammed Badna, Igbal master, Firojbhan Gada and
M. Mapd [brahim Padwa,

Property looted/destroyed: Esonmated at Reo 1 crore.

The accused: 1) Vinu Budha Patel, next to Shreep Tiles
Factory, Vejalpur, faluka Kalol, silia pancin 2 Amuarsnh
Budhabhai Patel, Next to Shreep Tiles Factory, Nepalpur, fadeka
Kalol, gilla panch; 3) Santosh Rama Vagho, Vaghriwad,
Tejalpur, taluka Kalol; 4
Tejalpur, taluka Kalol, 5y Ginsh Vana kano Kantawala, Kheda
faha, Nejalpur; taluka kalol: 6) Dharmendra Jadav, Godhra
Highwayv Road, Vejalpur, faluka kalol; 71 Holo Barot
‘Garagewala); 8)Bahar fadya, Nepalpur, taduka Kalol,

Anand Rama Vaaghn, Vaghrwad,

Place: Kuvajar, Morva (Hadap) faluka, Panchmahal district
Witness: Abdul Sattar Mohammed Hathila

(Has filed an FIR on March =2 C.C bas a copy. Precentdy ar Lgbal

Pr. Nchool Relief Camp Codbra).

FlR: We complamants were Iving at the above address and
phang our talors” trade and other minscellancous business and
lving in the same village. On March 1, at about 930 10 pme at
right, we heard shouts from the road: “Mam, &ato. ralio, loot”

When we rushed out of the house, we saw a big crowd
charging towards our house. On sceng this, we were taken
aback and hid near our house. From there, we saw people
from our own village, whom we well recogmise, looting our
house. After that, they spraved petrol, kerosene and similar

substances all over the house and torched e

The accused: Kuvajary, 20 Rana
Balwant (Kuvajar),;
Ramsingh (Chaupur); 5) Shauka Hira Parmuar

Babu Bhavsingh Vamara (Khudra); 7 Amarsingh Patel Khudra.

Saratsingh Daular
Anan Bharat ‘Kuvajars; 40 Laswant Singh
Chaupuri 6

1
N

Place: Kuvajar, Morvad (Hadap) #aiuka, Panchmahal district

Witness: Ancesbhai Majidbhai Hathila

FHas fled an FIR utth the DSP Panchmahal, Regrstered A0 on Manh
7O has a apy. Presenthy at Igbal Pr. Siool Rebet Camp, Godbriay

FIR: Please record our written complant intorming vou
that on March 1 around 12 midmght, we were in our house when

4 laree crowd of people arnved, sercaming and shouting,
They tobbed the goods, pold and silver jewellery, houschold
things and then set tire 1o the house, 1 know some of them
whose names are as under. They were accompanied by many
others whom we did not recognmise. Please investgate the

complant and punish,

The accused: 1 Davabha Ganpabhar (Khudra); 2)
( handubha Sohanbhar (Chandpur;; 37 Vinoadbha Chandubha
Chandpur); 5

Chandpur ;4 Jaswantsingh Jagalbha

Manglibhar Parsingbhar (Chandpur.,

Place: Mora, Morvad (Hadap) taluka, Panchmahal district
Witness: Rukaiyya Bibi Ismail (45), farmer

[has tiied an VIR wath the DD,
CC hasa iy,

uunehmabal, Registered, 11D

F]R We oo m\PI,un_ln[s e JIH]\I.]IH 10 vou that we reside in
Mora, faduka Morvad  Hadap), ailla Panchmahal. We are
domg tarming and business trom the ume of our foretathers.

O March 2, there was devastavon in Mora village. The

total damave due to the loot and destruction of our house
and shop s around Rso 1,50 0040,

The persons named below icited the adivasis of the
surrounding villages to loot our property and the poods i our
shaps and damaged our property, They were shouting that Mushms
and Bohras should be burned abve and ther property and shops
should be looted. \We saw and heard all this. The inciters were also
telhng the admass that the BIP 1s i power so ‘nothing 1s going to
happen to vou all” Such persons should be arrested and legal steps
shouldd be taken agaunst them under POTO and PASA. When the
armn arrved trom Godhra, we went trom Mora to Godhra
under thar protecnon. The police did not give us any protection.

Government of India wants to stamp out terrorism whereas
Cruparat povernment and BIP workers want to kill Mushims
and Bohras and damage thar propernes. .. We are cinzens
ot Bharat and we are loval and we will remain loval.

Property looted ‘destroyed: House and shop esnmated
at Rso 15000000,

The accused: Prajapat Dineshbhar Ranchhod, Bhavsar
Hiteshbhar Ambalal, Harnan Kanp Mansukh, Nigora
I.akshman Abhesingh.

Place: Piplod Road, Randhikpur; Limkheda (Singvad) faluka
Witness: Ganibhai Majidbhai Ghanchi i

(s tided an VIR on March 1, 2002 uath the J,’\r;/.u( chiet of
Dbed. Precently at the Gudbra Reliet Camp; CC has a copy).

FIR: We respecttully intorm vou that we complainants
live in Randhikpur (Singvad; post and do business. In our village,
there are 71 houses belongang to the Mushm communty, besides
which there are 14 procery shops, paan and vanous other
businesses. There 1s a mosque and a zadracea in the village.

W hen on February 27, the tran madent occurred in Godhra,

communal tension spread all over Gujarat and the propenty of




the mnonty community was looted and burned. And the mnocent
people ot the mimmonty communminy were beng Killed.

We complanants, as aso the people ot our Mushm commumnin,

were at home on the mght ot Februare 270 Around 2 am. on
February 28, 4 mob ot around -HK0 500 people, led by the names

mentu 1[1(1] I'x'h (AN 1.”1:(‘![(1[ s \\llh cans ot [\'tr: II_ lll('\('],

Thev tirst looted and Ih(‘n l!urng'd tour houses ot our
community. The mob returned around 8 am. the next
morning, with lethal weapons and muareral 1o/ loot and then
burn down more Mushm houses and shops, In addiion, they

also torched our mosque and our madrac,

Led by the accused we have named, the crowd returned
on March 1, about Livor TTo'clock m the morning and looted
and torched the remaming 10 houses. In addinon, about 200

cows, poars, bullocks cte. were stolen.

We are lodeing this ¢ ;rn[\I.ilm araunst them, These madents

were witnessed by the entire Mushm commuminy in the village.

We should lodee this co mplantin | imhkheda police station
but because of the tense conditions prevailing, we were unable
to lodge 1itin person. We have, theretore, faxed this complaimt
which please accept and take turther acnon,

Property looted/destroyed: 71 houses, L grocen shops,
paan and vanous other busiesses, a mosque and a madrasia,

Livestock stolen,

The accused: Rameshkumar Ro Chandana sarpanchy;
Shailesh € Bhatt; Minsh € Bhatt Pradip Ramanbhar Modhia;
Naresh Ramanbhar Maodh: Govind Huokam Rawal; Jaswant
Rawal; (i”[\.lhl.l\ Babulal Shah: Shreepal \pablal Jain; Vikas
Subhash Jam; Gaopal Dama Rawal, Govind Varang Bilwad;
Radheshvam B.Shah Lawver o Ashish B shab, Bhagubhar Kovar
Shah; Kesar Khima Vabomia: Ragukant Maodhie came wathjeep
no. 3005 Mukesh Pawar Vangara; Umeshkumar Shah docror
Maukabhaw Mansngh Gunn, Rajo Chhagan Flaman; Shankar
Chhagan Haman; Matar Moghalal Pragapac Harshad Kanulal
Patanwadia; Natu Dala Parmar; Bharat Raval; Dave Ragu Magan
Maharar, Khicha Vahonua, Pankagkumar Naran Lubar; Ashok
Naran Lubar; Raju Karan Vanghara: Manealbha Mowlal
Prajapat; Pradvumbhar Mapsaoak came m ocar nos G177
57285 Gopal Prakash Madhia; hgnesh Prakash Meowdhia; Dilip
Manalal Dyarp; Vipavkamar Ramanlal Modhiag Hlansh B, Shah;
Manmish B. Shah, Kambha Lalin Barvawala calor ; IDilip K.
Chandana; Kann Kadakia Shilot; Takshman Bhabor (Dasanag;
Natu Dhirsingh Sangrada; Bharar Dhirangh Sangada; Kambha
Master /Dasa Padamsingh Labana Bandibarwala;
Kamleshkumar Manharlal Dave;
Pramukhkumar Bhagabha Dabgar,
Rajubhar Babulal Soni; Mahesh Suvalal
Shah; Budhabhar Shamabahi Bilwad;
Umeshkumar Gopikrishan Shah;
Nileshkumar Anadilal Shah (eacher);
Rajeshkumar Anandilal Shah.

(All the above 34 are residents of

Randhikpur)

Jaswantbhar Patel (Chhapan Road,
taluka Limkheda came in his car;

I'm absolutely satisfied with how

the police and the government
has handled the backlash. Pm

happy the violence has been
largely contained.

Mahendra Drover Chhaparwad came in car, car No. G)-17
C-2553 0 Narsingh, sarpanch Dhamanbha,

Place: Kuvajar, Morvad (Hadap) taluka, Panchmahal district
Witness: Idrisbhai Mohammed Bhai Dudila

Vi FIR bus been lodeed wath the DNP. Panchmabal, Regastered

WD €€ Duis i cops Presently at Godhra Redietf Camp. )

FIR: Jar Bharat. We complamants wnite to intform vou
that on March 1, at about 11 pomy, when we had finished our
dinner and prepanng to sleep we heard sereams torm all
tour dirccnons. We had 1o vacate our houses and as we
watched, the persons mentioned below and the huge crowd

with them attacked our homes.

Vtier they looted the things in my house, the below
menuoncd persons sprinkled kerosene from the can they
were carrving all over my home, torched 1t at several ponts.
W ran trom there 1o save our hves. Please investipate the
.lhl nwe, I.!kL' our I'L'PU”\.

The accused: 1) Jaswant Ramsingh Patel (Chandpur); 2

Prabhat Ramsingh Patel (Chandpur); 3) Himmatbha

Ramsingh Patel; 4 Himmatsingh Navalbhai Navak (Khudra);.

5 Rajesinghbhar Kanpbhair, 6) Sesingh Sardarbhang

Dashratbhai Rawesingh; 8) Samatsingh Amarsingh Patel; 9
Kiran Abhesingh; 105 Samatsingh Manp; 11) Narsingh Khatra
the latter named all from Kuvajar, fafuka Morwa (Hadap).

Place: Vejalpur, taluka Kalol, Panchmahal district.
Witness: Irfan Yusuf Mansuri

The VIR duii been lodped with the ISP, Panchmabal, Registered
1D CC hac a copy.

FIR: We, complanants, bve in Diwan fala, near Vepalpur
out pohce stanon and we work and support ourselves and
our tamlan Vealpur village. In the fada next to our fala,

such as the fuda outside the gare ot the pnllcc staton, the

post ottice rada and 1 the surrounding areas, other Mushms

have ther houses and ive there, And all the tamihes were
domg thar business and supportung the people in the tamihes.

1. Dunng the Guparat bandh called on February 28 in response
tor the Goxdhira killings on February 27, communal nots broke
out all over Guyarat state in which the mmonty shops and houses
in every ville were looted, vandalised and torched. Vejalpur
villagre also became prev o the nght wing, tanancal Hindus,

2. On March 1, berween 11
and 12 o'clock, the accused,
together with a large crowd
carrving lethal weapons and
intlammatory matenals assembled
to burn houses and shops. All these
accused instigated the crowd who
attacked our house as well as those
N draModi of other Mushims and caused
damage of about Rs 35 lakh by
lootng and torching them. The

people of our faka as well as those
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of adjornung fakas have suffered extensive damage by arson
and looung and we have witnesses who will ascertain the exact
amount of the damage.

3. Right now, since the inadent of February 27 inall of Gujarat

including Panchmahal 7z, there is an atmosphere of uncase and
fear, so we were unable to lodge this complaint immediately.

Wirnesses are as under:

1) Ilvas Yusuf Mansun; 2) Sikander Ismail Mansuri; 3)
Maulvi Abdul Rehman; 4) A, Mapd A, Gam Mansuri; 5)
FFarukh A. Mapd Khadkhad

FFIRs have been lodged with 1) Kalol taduka PSI police station,
Kalol; 2) Home munister, (S, New Sachivalava, Gandhinagar;
3) Chairman, NHRC, New Delhy, wath a request o enter our
complants, start legal proceeding and for intormaton.

Property looted/torched: .osses esumated at Rs 35 lakh.

The accused: 1 Mukesh Devidas Jaswan, aka Gungo,
Sindhi Bazar (Vejalpur); 2) Rajeshbhai Vensimal Jaswani, aka
Sindhi, Sindhi Bazar (Vejalpur); 3) Rajesh Ballu Jaswani, aka
Sindhi, Sindhi Bazar (Vejalpur); 4) Rakesh Nagindas Soni,
aka Sindhi, Sindhi Bazar (Vejalpur), 5) Bharat Vensimal Jaswan,
aka Sindhi, Sindhi Bazar (Vejalpur); 6) Prakash Urshandas

Aswani; 7) Amit Sheth aka Rana, panchayar member.

lal, taluka Kz.lol. Pmchmah,l e

(The FIR bas been lodged u.rH': the AP,
AD CC has a copy.)

’um'/mm/m/. Registered

FIR: We, complainants, inform vou that in connecnion with
the incident that occurred in Geoxdhra, communal violence erupted
in Gujarat and in every village of Panchmahal e A plot was
hatched, Mushm people were tarpetted; their hves endangered,
their property destroved. Mushims were attacked everywhere.

On February 28, a crowd of 150 to 200 people looted
our property and torched the remaining as a result of which
we were very frightened. The next morning, around 9-10
o'clock, the same crowd returned shouting, “Chop and kill

the Mushms!” We ran into the fields to save our Tives,

As we passed Ushalni Muwadi, a crowd from Nesda
village came from the opposite direction too. These
people had lethal weapons and to save our hives we ran
helter skelter. They chased the flecing Mushms and the
six who got separated from us were cut to pieces and
killed. They disposed off the corpses also. We recognised
the leader of the crowd from Nesda village whose name
15 given below,

Those among us who succeeded 1n saving our hives,
arc Umerbhar Adambhar Shaikh; 2)
Samirbhai Yunusbhai Shaikh; 3) Tuvab Ismailbhai Shaikh;
4) Nascem Nasceruddin Kansara,

The deceased: 1) Fatmabi Ibrahim Kotdawala; 2)
Allarakha Ibrahim  Kotdawala; 3) Ismail Moosa Tailor; 4)
Bibiben Ismail Taillor; 5) Rahimuddin Rafiuddin Kansara; 6)
Aslam Kansara.

as follows: 1)

[mam

The accused: Vikram Nagar Solanki and a crowd of
more than 10} people, Nesda village, faluka Kalol.

Place: Babaliya village, Panchmahal district
Witness: Jabbir Mohammed Abdul Razzak Shaikh

(Has filed an VIR with the Kbanpur Police Station by Registered
AD from | anavada dated March, 23. Copres have been sent to the
Chief Secretary, Guyarat, the Chief Justice, Guparat High Court and
the Chairperson, NHRC. €.C has a copy.)

FIR: | the under signed complainant have to inform
vour honour that our family has been established at Babahya
tor many vears. We were runming a grocery, a grain shop and
a small flour-mull. We also handled small, transport business
with jeep and tempo.

On Frday March 1, my father Abdul Rajakbhai, my mother
Hajrabibi and my sister Javbunnisa and I were sitting in the
open space outside our shop that was ck wed because of *Guyjarat
Bandh’. Meanwhile, a crowd under the leadership of the below
mentoned arnved there, shoutng and threateming: “Kall the
Mushms', “Cut them up’, “Rape their women”, “Rob therr
property”, “Bumn their property’, ‘Burn them.”

I and my sister, Jaybunnisa ran some distance and hid
behind a tree on the nearby hill. Some in the crowd began to
beat my father and mother while others broke the door of
the house, shop and flour-mill and looted grain, grocery, TV
set, gold ornaments and cash. Then they blasted the enure
structure using some inflammable iquid. The accused then
went awav on the Naroda road dragging with them my father
and mother. They also took away our Suzuki motor-bike.

Our hives were in danger so we hid ourselves for two to
three davs in the farms and the torest to save our hives. Due
10 pregnancy, mMy sister was in a bad state, somchow we
managed to find her shelter in Bakor and I, carctully hiding
mysclf, reached Lunavada with much difficulty. T am mentally

disturbed and mentally broken.

I bave complained and requested the police station
Khanpur, mamlatdar Bakor, mamlatdar l.unavada, collector
ot Godhra and SP of Godhra to take legal acuon against the
culprits [ have named. But despite frequent complaints no
action 1s taken agamst them though the crowd has killed my
father and mother and destroved their dead bodies.

I request vour honour to imuate due procedure and take
steps aganst the accused persons so they are punished.

The deceased: Abdul Rajakbhar Shatkh and Hajyrabib
Rajakbhar Shaikh.

The accused: 1) Arvind Singh Ranpt Singh Thakore

{owner, tempo, no. KJ17 X 5838); 2) Mchta Hitesh Kumar

Javanulal (owner, Mchta photo studio at Bakor); 3) Jayanulal

Parma Bhai Patel (€
Bhar (Naroda,

rangta); 4) Panchal Mohan Bhai Soma
5) Bharat Singh Ranjit Singh
Thakore (Tarakdr, his tempo no. G177 T 7121); 6) Bhagvan
Bhai Sabur Bhat (sarpanch, Kovla village); 7) Babubhai Patel
{Yoka); 8) Narcshbhai Patel (His commander jeep no:
GJ17RY2); 9; Kanku Bahen Dalabhai (Gangta, runs hotel at

runs hotel);




bus stand); 10) Malivad Nanabhar Bhurabha (runs hotel near
Ganga petrol pumpy; 115 Patel Rameshbhar Bhaga Bhat ‘driver
of private vehicle); and a crowd of 250 under the leadership
ot above-mentoned accused.

Policemen/officials indicted: Police staton Khanpur,
mantlatdar Bakor, mamiatdar 1unavada, collector of Godhra
and SP of Godhra,

CC has received this complaint directly from some
of the residents of Panchmahal district:

We humbly draw vour attenton to the most important
ponts relaung to these communal rots. Please take serious
note ot this; our techngs and demands should reach those at
the highest level,

1. These nots are unprecedented for our districr.

2. The stvle of terror and modus operandr are the same

all over Gujarat.

3. Lunawada (Pin Code 389230 and surroundings arcas
are the worst atfected part of the entire state,

4. A hornble inadent has taken place near Limadia Chokdi
200 kms from [unavada). The terronsts burne alive nearly
065 Mushms who were tleeing to save their lives in two tempos
from their village Kediagaon. The hornble inadent has not
vet come to the notice of the media and the country. We
could not even get the dead bodies of anv one of these 65
victms,

5. Nearly fifteen (15) mosques have been demolished in
and around [unavada,

6. Most of those killed were burnt 1o ashes 1o hide the
cnmes and to make itimpossible tor these deaths to be entered
in the official register. Only 13 bodies have been handed
over to us by the local police,

As vou know Pandharwada 1s the most attected village
in our district, where a mimmmum ot 40 Mushms were burnt
alive; we could not get therr dead bodies ull todav. Lots of
persons are missing and we are unable to ger anv intormanon
on whether they are alive or dead.

8. No acuon has been taken against the chiet crminals
ot these rots by the police department, they have shown no
interestin taking strict acuon against the chict crmminals. The
police department s also notinterested in combing operanons
to search the looted wealth.

9. In these nots, all shops and residences of Mushms
were destroved totally, specially in villages surrounding
Lunavada.

10, Nearly 1,200 refugees are in our rehef camp at
Lunawada. Most of them are from villages and they have
totally lost their houses and shops. Immediate acuon should
be taken to rebuild their houses and to rehabilitate them.
Apart trom those at the rehef camp, many other victims
have taken shelter at their relanves’ houses.

11. The relauves ot every deceased person must be pad
Rs. 2 lakh compensaton immediately.,

We request that these inaidents be invesugated by the CBIL

List of dead persons buried at Lunavada graveyard

\r. N
I Sheikh Husenbhar Vahibha

2 Shakh Munatbhar Adambhaw
3 Sheitkh Rukanvabibi A Gatur

Name a7 the perion

4 Shakh Tavababiby Shabbirbha
5 Shetkh Abbasbhar Gulabbha
6 Shakh Umarbhar Grulabbha
Sheitkh Adnan Faroogbha

8 Shekh Hatizarmahman Hamtbha
9 Sheikh Razivabanu Shabbirbha
10 Sheikh Sumanabiby Asvubbha
11 Sheikh Sacedabnbn Hamitbha
12 Shakh Razivabibn Mo, Hanit
13 Sheikh Jubeda (Munni; Faroog

14 Sheikh Arab Sacedbha

Ape
062
45
40
25
[dll
i
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(2

)

1,

28
M)
14
34

List of dead persons, Pandharwada

Sr. No. Nume

1 Shakh Abbasbhar Nathubha

2 Savad Yasinbha Shebabha

Savad Aivubbhar Habibbha

Sheikh Fakirbhar Mohammedbhai

Sheikh Salimbhar Abbasbhar

6 Sheikh Muradbhar Mehmoodbha
Sheikh Adam Abdul

8 Kharadi Jabirbhar Ganibha

S

9 Dhivan Jabicbhai Anvubsha
10 Multane Maanubhar Shenkha
11 Shakh Kalubhar Gulabbha

List of missing persons
\r. No Nume of the Perion
1 Sheikh Habib Ashratbha
2 Shakh Bismullah Halbab
3 Sheakh Dulhanbiby
4 Sheikh Nivaz Nabibha
5 Sheikh Harun Bhikhabha
y Sheikh Mapd Abdulbhas
Sanvad Amunaben Imambha

=

B Samvad [gbal Imambhai

2 Sanvad Joharbhar Imambhas
10 Saivad Ruksana Joharbha

1T Saivad Sohel Joharbha

12 Kharadi Yusutbhar Gambha
13 Rafigbha Kangar

14 Shahinabanu Ratigbhai

15 Sheitkh Rajakbhar Umarbhai
16 Sheitkh Yusutbhar Ahmedbhat
17 Shakh Tejobanu Yusufbha

I8 Daughter of Shokh Yusutbhar Ahmedbha
19 Daughter ot Shaikh Yusufbhar Ahmedbha
20 Daughter of Sheitkh Yusutbhar Ahmedbha

21 Sheikh Jakitbhar Dashodbhas

| 2dlage s
Khanpur 2 3 112

ion2?

Vndara 5
Anmanva 63
Anpanva 63
Anjanva 63
\npanva 6 3
Anjanva 6 3
Anjanva 6 3
Anjanva 6 3
Amanva 63
Anjanv

-

Anjanva 3
Anjanva 73

Lunavada 7 3

| “thlape

Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
[),lnli)‘.-!r\\ .l\]-l
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada

Pandharwada

’,

"2

{2

Anpanva ‘Santrumpur

22 Shaikh Mustakbhar Fakir Mohammed

23 Sheikh Javedbhar Mustakbha
24 Bakrawala Mo, Yusut A, Salam
25 Kabn Md. Shati Gulamnab
260 Muthiva A, Valud Mo, lvas

27 Parel Mo, Hamt A Maspd

| “tliupe
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Pandarawada
Pandharwada
Pandharwada
Kapadvan,
Kapadvan)
Virpur
Virpur
Virpur
Virpur
Virpur

\irpur
Virpur
\'1rpur
Virpur

Rath

ta. Kadana
Rath “ta. Kadana:

Rath ‘ta. Kadana

Bhandara Fatepura
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Sabarkantha

Place: Kediagaon, Sabarkantha district

Witness: Arjubechn Ayubbhai Sindhi (30, lone survivor
from a truckload of flecing Muslims, most of whom were
burnt alive.

(Armbehn’s complamt o

Hussain Raliva dwrng
Camp, Godbra, on March 22 Rl oo parzut 2

of this relief camp.

Allu‘r the burnmype ot the tram bogey on the 27 hell
broke loose in the district rom that cvenime arselr the tirs
vicums trom ditferent parts ot Panchmahal disencr soarred

arnving at this camp [gbal Primuire Schools Samie g

been accommaodated in the s O Narel 200 S0 mor

persons have come trom Barn

The svstemane attacks i Panchiabal distrcr bocan atton
Frndav namaaz on February 28, the dav o Guoparae buandh
The villages that were attecred are Sameli S0 hooses burne

Randhikpur 70 houses burne o Piplod, archpura,
Pandharwada, Sala, Narapur, Mora, Khanpuor, Ananwa,

Chatkabeh, Kothamba, Sareava Maobah, Coangeadra

In all,

population has simplyv been w iped vt Foteen s

94 vallages are attecred;, momuany, the mmonn

s WU
destroved in Lunavada, Kbanpur and Santrampuor Ther
are rehiet camps runoing at Kalol, Bara, Lonavada, Shehira

and Halol.

Motraanth on the Raasthan border, larvar, Didheay and
Manirath are all towns where Moshms had reasonabh
prosperous busimesses, These were all tarecrred and destron ed.
Arjubebn Yvubbhm

Sindhi, who survived and s stavime i orhe Modassa € amp

We have a 3vear old woman,

She s the lone suevivor and cvewitness 1o this ternble
atter the
Mushm

incident. In Kedigaon ot Sabarkantha disiner,

Godhra tragedy in Guparar on February 27, the

populinon trom the village Hed i two tempos after ther
neehbours created o hage threateming atmosphere in the
meht Onorhe Tunavada Modasa highway, ar Babalia, a
villiee qust on the border of Panchmahal district, two
motorevcles wirh rthree persons cach, with guns in therr

".Irlt(‘-, ‘~I‘|r'x|| t-".lx!ﬂ-_' lllg IwWaor \chujh'\

Fhe rond had also been blocked with large stones, One
tempor broke dosen ar the juncuon of Lambadva Chowka,
Koaranda and Tenavada The passengers were surrounded
B L 2o <irone mohs, T was a brutal attack, They
sipped the tores and attacked the occupants with dharryas.
Yesathho Bakrawalia from Monraanth, along with two bovs
tromn Lunavada, was rrange 1o escape from the mobs when
thev wore artached. They ran ol the mobs caught up wath

thom, boar thom meradesshv and killed them.

Farer, 6n 6o persons were burnt alive. Arjubehn, the
cvewarness whos presentyar Maodassa Camp has made a
complunt 1o the pohiee. She has stated all the facs, Inall,
67 persans are mussing: but only 8 bodies were recovered
tor post mortem. The complunt tor the deaths caused o
porsons iravelhing moonlv one ot the trucks had been
recorded The pohee have not recorded any turther evidence.
P coownness canadennty the culprits, One s the taluka

sk o Inadlubhar Malwad, who belongs to the

BIP He has been arrested

Oin the Brehwon, there were Tata Sumaos moving around
trackimy persons who were tang o flee. Refupees from the
other villiees on the Goparar side ot the Rajasthan border
huve cromsed over and are an the Pithgaon Camp, The army
tound two hodies ot the three, who were caught when the
tishertolk handed them over en davs larer. There was no

trace of Yusuthbans hody onlv bones were |.Hll!1k|-

On Narch
Sarvedbha, was Killed i police tinmgs The police never killed

in the samce arca, one Mushm, Arab

mvone trom the mobs
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This 18 one ot the most horrendous imcidents to have

happened in Guarat.

The deceased: Some 65 persons from Kediagaon
Sabarkantha distnict) burne alive.

The accused: Kalubhar Malwad (B|P), tainka panchayat

pramuk .

Place: Prantij, near Himmatnagar, Sabarkantha

Witness: Bilal Dawood, brother of Saeed Dawood
and cousin of Shakeel Dawood, UK

interreewed by € C in Mumbar on March 14

On February 21, my mother, cousin, tricnd and cousin’s
son arrved o Mumbai from
dav. On the 247
Shakeel Dawood, my tniend trom the UK, Mohammed Aswat,

\ustralia. | reached the next
mv brother Saced Dawood, my cousin

myv nephew, Imran Dawood and Yusuf, a drniver trom our
village Laypur ncar Surat, took a jeep tour to Jaipur. After
visting Jarpur, they were returning to Ahmedabad via
Himmatnagar on February 28,

At Prann, they were stopped by a mob of 15-20 persons.
In no ume, another mob of 40100 arrived, circled the jeep

and demanded to know from the occupants, “.Are you Mauslim
ar Himdu? "The answer, that they were Briush ciuzens, was
not enough for the mob, “What about the dover?” they asked.
Without waiting for an answer, Yusuf was dragged out and
the moment they had established his religious idenury, he was
attacked with stucks and dharryas (a sharp agricultural

implement) and killed on the spot.

Imran, Mohammed, Saced and Shakeel, who ran towards a
farmhouse to save their ives, were chased by the mob. When |
met and spoke to the woman owner of the farmhouse some davs
later, obviously scared tor her own life, she spoke to us spanngl.

The fact remamns that around 6.3} pam. that fatctul evering, a
police team tound Mohammed, who was near dead, and Imran,
who was unconscious, on a dirt track that runs along the canal. At
the Pranty chnic to which the police ok them, Dr. Dongn
pronounced Me shammed dead while Imran was in such a state of
shock, even after regaining consciousness, that he could not talk.

My brother Saced and Shakeel were last seen by the woman
from the farmhouse, runming to save therr lives. Since then
there 15 no trace of them.

Fver since the ghastly incident,
we have been in touch with the
Brinsh Foreign otfice, the Brninsh
House of Parhament and the Brnush
Home Sceretary, Jack Straw

The Briush Consul General,
[an Reeds, and 1 visited the site
ot the kilhngs, along with the
Crujarat DGP oand the
Ahmedabad CP on March 8. The
ladv at the tarmhouse was not
very cooperanve but Dr. Dongn
was very torthcoming.

During our visit, we tound a totally burnt down factory
about 100200 vards away trom where Mohammed and Imran
had been picked up by the police. Behind the tactory structure,
we came across a spot where looked like a fire had been built
possibly to burn dead bodies. A irle distance away, we tound
some teeth and bones which we have sent for DNA sampling,

Dr. Gandhi, the torensics expert from Hyderabad, 1s looking
at the whole ssue after taking the blood samples of my aunt
and uncle in Lagpur. We expect the report i a tew weeks.

The police have given us a copy ot the FIR lodged by
them and said they have arrested 17 people. My nephew
Imran, the only one to have miraculously escaped, 1s presently
back in our natve village. He s sull in shock and theretore
not alwavs very coherent. But he seems to recall that while
thev were being set upon, a police jeep was driving past but
they did nov stop to help.

\We have watten to the MEA (Mimistry of External Attars,
India) and the FCO s also following up with the MEA. As far as
the murder investgaton 1s concerned, Salman kaz (related to
Mohammed Aswat) has wntten a note to the Home Department
in Brtaun. And we are actively purswing the case to find out what
exactly happened in Mohammed's and Yusuf's case.

As far as myv brother Saced and cousin Shakeel are
concerned, they have been put in the ‘missing’ category. They
have voung families back home in Britain and 1t 1s traumanc
to think of how we will deal with the tragedy. One part of us
is convinced that they will simply reappear one day, while
another part awats the test results wath dread.

For both the invesugations, we have obtained the FIRs and
the post-mortem reports. We were very impressed by Dr. D ngn’s
professionalism and desire to help. We worry about his safety.

The whole saga has been reported on BBC, Star Television
and even the Guarat papers. We are talking to Group 4 and
we have written 1o Indian authontes to carry out a proper
scarch of the arca: to speak to the tamily at the farmhouse,
to even offer them a reward because we know she spoke to
both Saced and Shakeel. The Group 4 scerctanat has
contacted myv mother and other persons in the village.

James Watt from the chamber ot FCO, had a meeung
with Salman kazi, Ahmed Aswat and Salim Dawood in UK.
We have also taken a deleganon to the Indian High
Commussioner in UK, PC Haldar.

We want to know what kind of
pressure was put on the Surat police.

The G t has decided that My relatives were carrving an
‘families of those killed in the Godhra
relatives of those killed in the
violence following Godhra will get
Rs.1lakhpervietim.

expensive Cameorder. What happened
; _: to 12 Who were the pohicemen who
Rs. 2 m'hm passed by but did not help? Police
Inspector DK Vankar trom the Prana)
pohce stanon could be an important
witness because he picked up Imrman
and Mohammed that evening,

The deceased: Two persons
killed, two mussing,




Kheda district

Memdavad

Attacks in this part of Gujarat took place on March 1,
2002, They were widespread and orgamised. Villagers that
C.C spoke to from Memdavad and Jinger said that the crowds
were 5 7000 strong and attacked from three sides; three
tour leaders had mobile phones; saftfron headbands and
abusive slogans are the lastng impressions that a shattered
rural and small-town community has about the attacks.

It was only on March 5 that the massacre carried out on
the hapless residents ot Godasar was made public. Tharr
maimed and porged bodies were found 1n the fields outside
Jinger. No less than 13 persons met their end this way. The
survivors are in the camps at Kheda,

Memdarad, a Musim maponty township, held out bravely under
the attack that carrred on through the day.

Place: Memdavad, Kheda district

(Interviewed at Memdavad on March )

On March 1, the day after Gujarat Bandh, Memdavad,
which 1s a village with a history of communal harmony, saw
violence and hatred tor the tirst ume. Sarvar Khan, a dangar
who carved mandirs from wood, was brutally slaughrtered by
a mob that even tned to attack us.

Nearby villages ke Ghodasar and Jinger, which have 50
or 100 houses belonging to Muslims, saw brutal murders and
homes being burnt. In Ghodasar, 14 persons were hacked 1o
death and there was nobody left to pick up the dead bodies.
In Jinger, 13 persons were buried.

We tound that in Jinger, which has a populanon of 14

15(K), 80 per cent of the Mushms have disappeared. Mobs
as large as 5,000, surrounded all our villages and attacked us
relentlessly. The DIG of Memdavad range, Kuldip Sharma,
reached within an hour of the incidents. For one to two hours,
they had surrounded the whole village and we were in danger.

In Ghotas village, Hindus and Muslims are together even
today. Haldasvar village, which had around a hundred Mushm
homes, faced a violent attack from the Bajrang Dal and the
VHP. We managed to save Memdavad 4asba but the farms
on the outskirts were vulnerable and we lost three lives. Three
persons were killed in their homes. Two were Saveds from
the Bont Rop Vista and one was Sarvar Khan Pathan.

The deceased: Sarvar Khan, killed in Memdavad; 14
hacked to death in Ghodasar; 13 persons buried in Jinger.
Three killed in Memdavad gasha.

The accused: Bajrang Dal and VHP acuwvists.

Place: Memdavad, Kheda district

Witness: Shafi Bhai Mansuri, GW%“
the municipal corporation

(Interviewed at Memdarad on March 8)

ML‘I’T\("A\’;Id faced an attack from three sides. We were
completely taken aback. The mobs were carmving weapons hke
swords, frshuls and gupns. Twenty shops were looted and
destroved; mune was one of them. There are nine villages in
the Memdavad area, where unfortunately, all the Muslim homes
and shops were attacked. The shops and businesses belonging
to Mushms in Ghotas village and Khatrad Chowkr were
destroved completely, reducing people to abject poverry.
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The terronst violence that the Barang Dal and the VHP
unlcashed, leaves the ordinary person territied. Ther attack
15 both physical and mental. 1o s meant 1o crush the vicnms.,

The accused: Barang Dal and the VHI?

Place: Memdavad, Kheda district
Witness: Shafi Mohammed Mansuri

tnterriewed at Memdarad on March §)

E\'cn atter Godhra, there was complete peace n
Memdavad. We even had a mecung of the Shant Samin on
Frday, March 1. And then, as if from nowhere, we don't
know what happened, a mob of = 8000 attacked us. There
are 40 policemen in all, available tor Memdavad range and
they were not enough. The idea behind the attack was clear:
destroy businesses, burn the shops and wherever there are
Mushm peasants, kill them. 14 bodies have been tound and
buried but 15 1o 20 persons are todav missing.

There was tremendous pressure put on the police and the
R(_'\CI"IUL‘ l)rp.irtmcnr oy lt'l 1]1&' maobs dn thair work
unhampered. But here we must praise DIG Kuldip Sharma,
who resisted the pressure.

The real question now s poing 1o be the question of
rchabilitaton. When villages are beng wiped out and entire
businesses targetted, how do we deal with this questons In
Kani gaon, even the ficlds and crops belonging to Muslims
were burnt.

My son bves in Vasad Gao village in Anand districe. The
village 1s dominated by Patels and the 50 businesses helonging
to Mushims there were targetted. Dinshabhar Patel, the sarparch,
was leading the attack. My son Mchmodod, his wite and tour
children, were attacked by the mobs carrving revolvers, They
were lucky, they escaped because the mob that armved was

more interested in lootung. The mob took awav 15 20 1olas of

gold. The masnd and dargah at Vasad was destroved using a
bulldozer. The Darbar sarpanch ot Ghodasar, Gansham Singh,
saved the Ives of 13-14 Mushims who were in danger. But in
Sardarpura village in Mchsana distnict, 28 persons were burnt
to death and in Ode village, 40 persons were simularly killed.

Today, even as vou are talking 1o us, the Vandes/) newspaper
has published a story saving that arms were found inside the
Memdavad maged. They also reported that in Daudpura area,
externee cnminals are to be found. This s a blatant he, We
oursclves got the police to check the mased, but we know such
news is used to generate more hatred and violence. There are
Hindus living all round us in Memdavad = Lohars, Thakurs and
Parmars. We do not let anvthung happen to them.

The violence continued on March 1 between 11,30 a4,
and 3.30 p-m.

I am a tcacher in Memdavad and tor 25 vears 1 have
pertormed the Dbway | andan (Flag Howsung on 15 August
and 26" January. Last vear, when the local RSS kg tnied
to unturl the natnonal flag, thev did not know how o do .
Thev had to call me to teach them the proper wav. Who are
the navonalists and who are the patrions?

Towards the end of the interview, Mansur recites a poem:

Kiswe buanavee mander

lor Krsnie vinayee masid

\Lindir mrasned barakoar adam niat %o s dar iy
Hlamer rad bezuian Darndi wohiha

Kaivhi mander par eartha kalihs masid par

Who built the temple

Who constructed the me “que

Temples and me nques have sphic up Adam’s children
Better than us are those birds

Whao pereh themeselves on a temple sometimes,

SOMOCHMes on a me e

Place: Memdavad, Kheda district
Witness: Amar Singh Parmar

{hiterveewed at Memdarid on March 8)

Wr were awake, along with evervone in Memdavad,
batthng the mobs that were trving 1o attack us, There has
never heen any disharmony in the ain. The news of the kind
that Sundecd has published, ving about arms inade the maosque
and ot the externce, are meant 1o generate more hatred and

lcad to violence against innocents,

Place: Memdavad, Kheda district
Witness: Yusuf Sheikh, film distributor, living in Mumbai.

tnterviewed at Khedi on March 9)

Thv; Asha Cinema in Memdavad, which 1 own, was
completely destroned causing me a loss of around Rs. 20
lakh. Tt was thoroughly burnt trom insde and the cquipment
and machinery tonlly destroved. In Kheda town, [ was witness
to the destrucnon of she ps and businesses. What was most
disappomung was the utter Lick of response trom the police

to our pleas.,
Property lost/destroved: Rs. 20 Likhs,

Policemen indicted: * rier lack ot response trom police

to our [\](‘.:\_'

Place: Kheda town

Witness :Yasin Bhai Mohammed Bhai Vora, ex-president,
Kheda Municipal Corporation,

Duterrzemed m Kheda tonn on March 9)

Khul.u had not seen violence in the past 60 vears, At
1230 pamson March 1 <hops in the bazaar ncar Jama Maspd
were destroved and a nickshaw burnt, A nice mull, two dzrana
shops Lucky trading and Tsmal and Co. bele nping to Mchta
Bhar Gatur Bhar were burnt. One bakeny (Gujarat Baker,
twa shops helonging 1o Noor Mohammed and five cars
belongng to Zuberdabehn were also destroved. About 150
local Hindus, Iving near the Hanuman Mandir, Balapir and
Baghod arcas, were the one's who led the attack.




In Kheda town, the dargahs of Baban Shah Pir, Dawood
Shah. Shikaru Pir and Utavla Pir were destroved and the
sarpanch and Inspector o police must be blamed. The Kheda
Reliet Camp has about 2 (HI0 pe n]\|c' who have taken shelter
trom the villages and towns around.

Ot the total population of 32000, there are [0 000
Mushms in Kheda, However, business s totally in the hands
of Mushms and the total damage to us s Re. 700800 akh, For
the past two vears, the RSS, VHI and the Bayrang Dal have
repeatedly sought to provoke the populanon. Sentments are
kept on the botl. A least 34 umes a vear, provocative
p;lmphlch are urn!l.lrul In tact, the last such p.;mphlct wias
circulated a month betore the Godhra inaident. The purpose
1s to create hatred aganst Mushms. Pubbshed anonvmously,
the pamphlets ask every Hindu who receves i to make at
least 10 copies so as to keep the arculanon chain expanding,

In Nadiad iy, where three people died in police firing,
there 1s not a single Mushm shop lett. 15 20 shops selling
TVs and other electrome goods, watch shops, Diwan Bakery,
a kerosene dealer and umber mart nght next o the police
station and the bus stand, were destroved on February 28, At

the same nme, the 25 shops selling vegerables in Santram
market, belonging to Hindus, were left untouched.

The two persons who died were Hafiz Zuber Memon,
a mands (250 and Yakub Bhai Indon (22). Pankaj Bha,
Vinod Bhat Patel ‘known as Gotva and belonging to the
BIP) was accompanyving the police as they carnied out
their destructive act. Mogar, Sarsa, Chikodra, Bedwa,
samarkha and Ode in Anand district are villages with
100500 Mushms in cach. These have been wiped clean
of the Mushm population. Timba and Khalsar are similar
two 1n Kheda district, which have been wiped clean hke

Tinger. Chaklast, Peey, Piplak and Dumral are villages n

Nadiad that have been severely aftected.

The deccased: Mushims have been wiped clean wherever
they were in small numbers in villages, in Kheda, Anand
and Nadiad distnices; Hatiz Zuber Memon and Yakub Bha
Indon (Nadad).

The accused: RSS, VHP and Bajrang Dal, Panka) Bhay,
Vinod Bha Patel (BIP), Sarpanch of Kheda town.

Policemen indicted: Actung at the behest of the BJP's Pankaj
Bhai, Vinod Bhat Patel (BIP) in Nadiad, IP of Kheda town.

Financial decimation of the Muslim community of Memdavad city and taluka

S T
Killings

Crey Avallage

<aw mlls, 1 theatre, 24

“.llt“‘..lr\\ Aas

and & mosques

Gothag 5 she s

} Resara nt nant Muwads

3 \]]n'r\\

| Pahaad

Jingcr 11 wells, Farm I\nu]m(‘

shnne,

i Saraswant 1 diaryaf

i (_hhapara |

o
Karakpura ! shops

\rorn '

1 S I

5 \!ual\\‘ 1 hote!

Property looted - destroved

Memdavad 3 35 shops, 1 petrol pump, 1 nee mill RO
>

witels, S dunpahi

30 shops all the shaps of the village 50

15 shops all the <hops ot the village 100

Ghodasar 16
1 darpad 1 mosque
Kany 2 100 shops all the village shops
! 1 darvah, 1 mosque
Vathval: 5 \ht-]“_ 2 darpats, 1 mosque

Houses Remarks

[ooted / destroved

All Mushms have sought refuge in
the rehef camps

All Mushms have sought refuge
n the rehef camps

100 Al Mushms have sought refuge |
in the reliet camps

S0 All Mushms have sought refuge |
in the rehef camps

100 All Mushims have sought refuge
in the rehet camps

3 All Mushims have sought refuge
in the rehet camps

3u All Mushms have sought retuge
in the relict camps

0 All Mushims have sought refuge
| in the relict camps
9 All Mushms have soughr refuge

in the rehef camps
30 All Mushims have sought refuge
in the relict camps

45 All Mushms have sought refuge
in the relict camps

10 All Mushms have sought refuge
in the reliet camps

Karim A. Malik. Chairman, Chirag-¢-Alam Muslim Education, Memdavad 387130
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(Flas /or/grd an J' IR unth lhc officer tn- ‘/mr;;, Radhanpur, ria
Registered ALY CC has a copy.)

FIR: We complanants truthtully complain that we are
residents of Ghasiawas in Radhanpur and carn our living by
tadonng, Accused no. 1 trom the below-mentoned accused 1s the
MIA from Santalpur division of Radhanpur. Accused no. 21s the
chiet of the Radhanpur tabdka BIP unit. Accused no. 3 and others
are members of Bayrang Dal, RSS and Vishwa Hindu Panshad.

On March 1, when the VHP declared Bharat bandh, all
these accused came by tractors to close down Radhanpur
and to spread terronsm. They started burning shops with
petrol and diesel, which they had brought in cans. From
Lalbaug 10 Patni Gate, they were lootng and burning only
those shops which belonged to the minority community. The
mob then pulled down and set fire to a rebgious place of the
minonty communty, which is known as Gol Orla.

At that ume my nephew, Ghulam Jelam Ghulam Rasul
Shaikh, was standing at Patru Gate with other bovs trom our
locality {of whom one was Ghulam Nabi Kalubha Shaikh)
and watching the trenzied mob. Accused no. 1, Shankarbha
Lakhdhirbhar Chaudhn, shot tirst my nephew, Ghulam Jelam,
in the chest without any provocanon, and then Ghulam Nabs
Kalubhai Shaikh. As the bullets hit both in the chest, they were
imured and fell down. The other people ot our locality, who
were also standing there, tned o take the injured boyvs in the
jcep to the Referal Hospital. The drver of the jeep was
Yakubbhai Nabibhai Chauhan.

As the jeep left Patm Gate and passed Gol Otla, the mob
standing there tried to stop the jeep. The drver got scared and
he raced the jeep. When the jeep reached Lohanawads, an
clectric pole was Iving across the road blocking it The dover

was torced to stop the jeep. The mob that was standing around
started throwing stones at the dover who got injured and being
trightened, he ran to the police station to save his hte,

When the above mentioned jeep stopped on the road, there
were two wounded persons an e including Ghulam Nabs
Kalubhai Shaitkh. When he came out, he was attacked on the
head with scvthes and the above-menuoned Ghulam Naba
Kalubhai Shaikh was then taken to the hospital by the police.
The other person who was in the jeep was burned alive
together with the jeep.

Although we were very keen oninforming the police about
the above mentioned inaident, we were unable to reach the
police station because of the mob standing outside Patni Gate.
Subscquently, we called the police stanon several umes but
no one pad attention to what we said. As curfew was later
clamped down on the town, we could not come to lodge the
complant. Now that the curtew s parvally hitted, we have
come personally to the police stanon to lodge the cc wmplaint.
There has been a delay in lodging the complaint due to the
.ﬂ’l W nlcl"ltlt)[l(‘ti TCaAsSOns,

Another FIR was sent by Regastered AD 1o the Radhanpur
police stanon,

The deceased: Ghulam Jelam Ghulam Rasul Shakh, first
shot at, subsequently bumt inside a jeep while being taken to hospatal.

The accused:

1. Shankarbhar Lakdhirbhar Chaudhn (Arbuda Sociery; MLA
Santalpur Radhanpur,

2 Pravinbhar Thakkar Mahalakshmi, whose fathers name | do not

know Radhanpur; chiet of the Radhanpur faduka BIP)

5. Prakash K

Dakshim and whom I would recognise

Keshavlal Thakkar, who 1s known as Prakash

4. Doctor Rawal, whose hospital 15 in Lalbaug and whom 1 would
recognise.




5. Kanubhai Den, whose father's name | do not know but
whom 1 would recognise.

6. Vinod Kumar Goklani, whose tather’s name | do not know:

Satushbhar Thakkar sells dish antennae and whom 1 would
recognise

& Thakore Aymalbhat Abhabhar ‘Chalwada, zfuda Radhanpur.

9. Bharatkumar Kalvanp Thakkar (Dandia suburb, Radhanpur;
business: Ambika Electronics, Lalbaug, R.idh.mpur

10, Ranlal Vvas, whosce tather’s name | do not know: e s the
vice-chief  of  Santalpur  taluka Narahi).
Also other residents of Radhanpur aitv and falika, 4 mob of more
than 700 Vishwa Hindu Panshad, Bajrang Dal, and RSS

panchayat.

11. Sukhadia Bakulkumar Pannalal (Gogashen, Radhanpur!

The accused have been accused under 1PC, sections 147,
148, 149, 307, 427, 436.

Policemen indicted: Ghasiawas police post, Radhanpur
taluka, Patan

Place: Ghasiavas, Radhanpur, Patan district

(Has lodged an FIR
Registered AD. CC has a copy.)

FIR: We, complainants, truthfully complain that we are
residents of Ghasiawas in Radhanpur and carn our living by
driving. Accused no. 1 from the above-mentoned accused 1s
the MLA from Santalpur division of Radhanpur. Accused
no. 2is the chief of the Radhanpur Taluka BJP unit. Accused
no. 3 1s a BJP worker. Accused no. 4 has a dispensary in
Lalbaug. Accused no. 5, Kanubhai Den, is ex-member of the
corporation. In addition there was a crowd ot about 60N 10
T(X) persons.

On March 1, when the VHP had declared Bharat bandh,
all the accused came by tractor and Mahindra uthey van,
with cans of diesel and petrol, to Radhanpur town to spread
terrorism and started burning and lootng shops. They came
up to highway cross roads and started looung, destroving and
burning shops belonging to the minonty community. The mob
was attacking a shed on the Round Otla outside Pamni Grare
and sct fire to the meem tree on the ofia,

At that time, | and others from my locality were standing
within Patni Gate and watching the vandalising mob. Ghulam
Jelani Ghulam Rasool Shatkh from my locality and my nephew,
Ghulam Nabi Kalubhai Shaikh, were standing a hetle distance
away from me, outside the Patm Gate. Suddenly Shankarbha
[akdhirbhar Chaudhn, who was amongst the mob, aimed his

gun and tired. The bullets hit my nephew, Ghulam Nalba
Kalubhar Shaikh and Ghulam Jelani Ghulam Rasul Shakh,
telling both to the ground. They were carried by others from
our locahty and brought n,

At that ume, a resident of Radhanpur, Noormohammed
Vora, had come to our locality by jeep. He put both the bovs
in his jeep and the drver, Yakubbhai, was taking them to the
hospital. The mob was sall standing outside Patmi Gate and
as he approached them, several people from amongst the
mob tried 1o stop the jeep. Realising the seniousness of the
situation, the drver Yakubbhar did not stop the jeep, at which
the mob started chasing it. The dnver Yakubbhair thought
was dangerous 1o take the wounded to the hospital so 1n
order to save their bves and his own, he raced the jeep.

\When the jeep reached Lohanawads, there was an clectric
pole placed across the road, blocking it, and a mob was present
there also. The mob started stoning, the driver ot the jeep
Yakubbhai, who was injured in the head. Realising that hus
bte was in danger, the dover Yakubbhat left the jeep and the
injurcd 1in 1t and ran away to the police stanon. Thercupon,
onc ot the injured, Ghulam Nabi Kalubhai Shaikh came out
ot the jeep, when he was attacked in the head with a scvthe.
The same Kalubhai was thought to be alive and admited by
the police to the hospatal,

The other wounded, Ghulam Jelam Ghulam Rasool
Shatkh being more senously injured, was Iving in the jeep
and the mob burned him 1o death along with the jeep. We
were unable to ainform the police abour the above
mentioned inadent immediately as we were afraid of the
mob, When we tried to complain over the telephone, no
one patd attention to us. As there was a curfew in the
town, we were unable to come to the police station to
lodge our complaint, that 1s why we are sending this
complaint by Registered AD. T request
accused menuoned in this complaint at

vou to arrest the
an carly date and

give me Justice.

The deceased: Ghulam Jelani Ghulam Rasul Shaikh, tirst
shot at, subsequently burnt inside a jeep while being taken o
hosprtal,

The accused: Shankarbhar Lakdhirbhai Chaudhn
Arbuda Sociery); Pravinbhar Thakkar Mahalakshmi, whose
tather's name | do not know (Radhanpur); Prakash Keshavlal
Thakkar, who 1s known as Prakash Dakshini; Doctor Rawal,
whaose hopital 1s 1n Lalbaug and whose father’s name I do not
know; Kanubhar Den, who s a tormer corporator and whose
tather’s name 1 do not know:

The accused have been accused under IPC secuons 147,
145, 149, 307, 427, 4306,
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Shops and homes broken m Panvad ne Chhonaadapuar
I I

Vicum survivors, Tulsiwadi, Vadodara

Zabira Shetkh survivor of Best Bakery arson N adodara




Mehsana

Place: Sardarpur village, Mchsana district
Witness : Hamid Khan . Pathan, Johapura (Ahmedabad;

Interveened v Vhmedatvid on Mard 9

I have mv relauons i 12 villages i ditterent distncrs ot
Crujarat, S.mi.nrpm' village in Mchsana disiner, where 29 persons
were cut up and then burnt, s among them € M these, T were
trom a single tamlv Besdes, 65 homes were burnt down,

My sister Ines in Matopur village, She and other Mushmes
trom the villaee tled atter 18 20 houses were attacked. In
Yusut Bha

were burnt alive, Nearly 200 25

Umta village, Visnapar 2azd, two persons
Pathan and Fanvars Khan
homes, a Mushm owned hostel and around a hundred shops

were yutted neht bebind the pobice stanon.

My own reck dener, Kbhwapa Ganby Nawas trom Vasad
Craon m Kheda distrier, was artacked by a 34,000 strong
maob on March 5 There was one Hindu and one Mushm
mside the rruck cabim, Khwane Ganh Nawas hid his hicense
while the Thakur with him showed hiss Luckily they escaped
bur the rruck returned empty vesterday March 8) as i had
|1L'L'I1 looted on the wa

The vicnms, includimg my sister and other relatves, are
presenthy stavinge i ditterent rehiet camps. There 1s a4 camp at
savala village, where there are 1000 T 2000 persons; at Lunva
village, there s a camp with 4500 persons and there s a camp
at Kesinpa, where nearly 6700 persons trom Umita have taken
shelter, The situanon i Mehsana iy, too, 18 very serious.

The deceased: Yusut Bha Pathan and Favaz Khan of
Umita village, Nisnagar fauda

Ode village, Anand district

Place: Ode village, Khambolaj police stavon, Anand

Witness: Rafiq Mohammed Abdulbhat Khalifa and
Rehanaben Yusufbhait Vohra.

(Tan VIKS dodoed wirh Kimiwiir poi stidoon, €O bas s ar TR,
Narrative

T\\c'nr\ siv persons were burnt adive here on NMarch 1
The complamants sav that only tour deaths are contirmed
and the bodies ot the other victms have been disposed of ar
some unknown locanon, Two IR have been lodeed ar the
Khambola) police stanon. The first s CRNO2S 20021 s
302, 148, 149 cre. and the name of the complanant s Ratig
Maohammed Abdulbha Khahta, The sceond FIR lodeed with
the Khambaoly police stanon v CRINGO2T 2002 The
complanant’ name i< Rehanaben Yusutbha Vohra, 22 accused
were arrested m both cases. Two baill appheanons have been

tiled on behalt of the accused hetore the sessions court.

The remand appheanon was rejected by the judiaal
mugstrate, tirst class, Umreth, though the ennme has been
classitied as nor qust erave but heamous, \ revision tor
renuand has been mude by the pohee betore the sessions
court, Anand, in both the cases. The presiding judge s
N Thakore, Durning the pendeney of the remand revision
appheanon, I8 accused were released onimtenm bhail tor
S odavs 1o celebrate the tesuval ot Shivrarn! Finally, 16
accused who were members of the  unlawtul assembly
which comnutted this hanous erime ot burnig ahve 26
persons were released on regular bail by the sessions court,
Anand. This acuon ot the lower judicrary has generated a

SONsSe O injustic and ourrage

The deceased: 26 persons were burnt alive on March
I, The complanants sav that only tour deaths arc
contirmed and the remams ot the other vicums have been

‘Il\I\f)\(J ot .t some unknown location,
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£ COMMUNALISM COMB

Vadodara

Chhotaudaipur

The area around Vadodara ciry that talls under the Vadodara
rural district saw unfortunate attacks by the insugated adivasi
section of the populaton, who have been influenced by the
BIP and VHP systematcally over the past vears. Kanwat,
Tejgadh, Panvar and other villages in this regon have been
virtually wiped clean of any minornty populaton. Shops and
homes have been looted and destroved and then burned,
often in the presence of the police.

Place: Tejgadh, faluka Chhotaudaipur, Vadodara district
Witness: Khatri Abdulkader Nishar Ahmed and others.

(Hare lodged an VIR agamnst DySP, Chhotandaipur, collector,
I adodara, Police chiet, | adodara. CC receired a copy of the same on
March 20.;

FIR: The complamnants are Khatn Abdulkader Nishar
Ahmed, Khatn Usmangam Daud), Khatn Daud), Massombha
V., Khatrt Mahmedp Umerp, Khatn MY Khatrt Ahmed
Ahmedy, Fakirmohammed, Khatn Yusut Umerji, Kuresi
Amjadall All, Khatn Abdul Majid A Kadar, Khatn Shabbirbha
M, Khatri Abdul Kader Mahmoodp Svyed Mahboobal
Husseinmiva, Khatn Daudp, Khatrr Sulaimany Usmany,
Khatnn Abdul Kanm Usmany, Khato Ahmedp Usmanp.

With this, we the undersygned, belonging to the minonty
community and inhabitants of Chhotaudapur, Vadodara distnet,
are lodgnng our complant as tollows, and n this connecton,
we request you, from the humanitanan viewpoint, to carry out
the necessary investigations and take the necessany actions as
per the basic nghts given to the minontes by the Consutuuon.

On the day of the Godhra train killings, there was complete
peace in our village. The next day, the traders ot the majonn
community, including the sarpanch and the deputy sarpanch,
had requested us to shut our shops in response to the call of
Gujarat bandh. To show their oppositon to the inhuman

killings on the tran, the minontes had closed their shops all
over. Next day, on heaning about Bharat bandh, the minonues
again kept their shops closed to show their opposiuon to the
train killings. On the third day, all the shops in the village had

opened as usual.

After that, due 10 the uncasy peace prevailing, in order to
protect our area and our bves and property, we minonues
started staving awake. On March 2, the village sarpanch came
o our area. While he was there, a person from the minonty
community, Khatr Yusutj Daudj intormed the sarpanch that
in order to mantain peace n the village, we should call a
mecting ot the Peace Commuttee so that through an exchange
of confidence 1in cach other, we can maintain peace. The
sarpanch informed us that there was no need to call a meeung
of the Peace Commuttee and do not be worned about it

But we suspected that there was some scheme being
evolved i the village and ftour families of the minonty
commumty hiving in the Limdi market came to live in the
village on March 1. But on March 2, when the atmosphere
worsened, the tour tamilies took their houscehold belongings
and came to hve in the area where the minonty community
Iived. On March 3, around 10 o’clock at night, the sarpanch
came to our area and told us that we should not sit around in
groups but stay 1in our houses, otherwise he wall invoke section
144 and arrest us under it

We told hum thatif we stay awake to protect our property,
that cannot be a crime and no law can prevent us from
protecting our property because at that ume there was only
one samadar and three pohcee constables at the village outpost,
who were not enough to protect the village property. And
that, keeping this in mind, the minority community had
idenntied four points in our area and had arranged to stay
awake all might. In this way, we spent the night of March 3
\\'"]'I an uncasy p(‘:u‘c.




On March 4, through an inhabitant ot the village, Abdul
Laut Rehmanp Khatn, we had informed the leader of the
BIP, Ashwinbhar Rawal (village Chichod) that as the condinon
ot the village was not good, he should use his posttion to
contact the g1/la police chiet and get more pohee. To this he
replied that he was going to Chhotaudaipur night then to make
appropriate arrangement.

But up to the evening o March 4, no addinonal pohee was
scen. Around 1105 that might, minonty community tarmer,
Yakubp Daudp’s shop was set on fire. Fifteen munutes later,
the shops and bulldings of the minonn community situated in
Limdi market were also set on fire, even as aght persons ot
the minonty community were present at that spot. They saw
with their own eves that 4 crowd ot 150 1o 200 people was
screamng and howling and making the atmosphere fnghtening,

People ot the minonty community who were present told
the gamadar on duty 1o stop the crowd from arson. He rephed
that as the place had already been set on fire, he was going 1o
the police stanon 1o call the fire brigade on the wircless. Saving
this, he lett the place with his statt. But on the spot was
Home Guard commandant, Arvindbha Desaitbhar Patel, who
was performing his duty.

Meanwhile, on noticing the minonty community members,
the crowd rushed towards them. The latter ran into their
arca to save thar hves. Just then, the telephone and electricny
connectuons i the minority community area went off, Half
an hour later, the water tanker of the fire brigade arnved but
the unruly crowd did notallow the bngade to doits job because
of which the fire continued raging.

In the meanume, more police arnived trom Chhotaudaipur,
who started finng teargas shells. As this was having no cttect,
they started finng in the aie When even that was not ettective,
they thought it thar duty 1o fire into the crowd. Mceanwhile,
the houses and shops of the minonty community in the Limdh
market contunued to burn. Then, from a rear approach road
to the market, on Kikawala Road, there came another mob,
screaming and howhing, to set fire to the houses of the minonry
community. They were also shootng arrows.

In Limdi market, PSI Pandya who was pertorming his dun
started finng tear pas shells. This had no etteet on the crowd and
a cabin which was near the bus stand was set on fire. As the
violence continued, the police had no alternaove but to start
tfinng in which, as per our knowledge, 410 5 persons were njured.
The crowd took the imured people and ran away with them.

At that ume, the mamlatdar of Chhotaudapur and the
DySP arnived on the spot. The whole night was spent in great
anxiety. In the morning, members of

the minonty community went to meet
the PSI on dugy, Pandva. The PSI
informed them that the previous might,
he was given orders 1o fire on the
crowd but now he had instructions from
above not to fire and so he will act
accordingly. He added that one person
had been injured in the finng the
previous night and his condinon was

sertous. [t he dies, the police was apprehensive that the adivasis
ot the surrounding villages wall artack Mushms during the
funcral procession. He, theretore, advised the minonty
community to leave the village in order to save thar hves.

In view of this, 210 people left Tegadh village, 1o save
their hves for Bodeh, where thev took shelter with therr
rclatives, and acquaintances. The report of these 210 people
was mven 1o the Bodeh pohce stanon. Right now, we are sull
sheltered in Bodel After we moved our, ull today, the shops
and houses of the minonty community are contunuously being
tirst looted and then set on tire. And the people 1in power
have not even taken the trouble to call the fire bngade. In
addinon, though more than 15 days have passed, to our
knowledge the pohee have not performed a combing operation
or made arrests to locate the stolen gntxis.

In the above-mentoned incidents, at least 65 properties /40
houses and 25 shops) were looted and bumt down. The estimate
ot this damage 15 about Rs. 1.5 crore. We went to talk to those
in power about the madent in Tejgadh. But they have not
accepted our complaints or applicanon. We have nghr now
taken shelter in Bodeh and are iving here in very bad conditons.

Atterwards, we went to Tejgradh to get our belongings and the
goaxds in the shops, but whatever litle was saved was also looted
and burned in the following davs. We went there, to get whatever
that was saved, at great nsk to our lives. We humbly request vou
to make arrangements for our rehabilitation and make sure thae
our above-mentoned complants are noted and appropnate steps
arc taken against those responsible for ths.

Property looted/destroyed: At least 65 propertes, 40
houses and 25 shops which were looted and burnt down.
l.osses esumated at about Rs, 1.5 crore.

The accused: Narpanch and adivasis from villages nearby.

Policemen indicted: PSI Pandya, scnior police officials
and district collector.

Place: Kanwat, taluka Chhotaudaipur, Vadodara district

A

(Has filed an FIR. CC has a copy.)

FIR: [ the undersigned Rajesh Mishra, son of Shn

Jagdambaprasad A. Mishra, presenty residing and working with

non-governmental organization (INGO), Arch Vahing, at village
Mangrol, tainka Rajpipla, dist. Narmada affirm on oath that:

I was present at my nauve village Kanwat, faivka Kanwat,
district Vadodara of Gujarat state berween March 10 and
March 18, 2002, On March 12
and 13, in Kanwat, more than
250 houses  and  shop
estabhishments of Mushims,
including Bohra communty, were
looted and then set on fire
mobs of tbals of surrounding
villages. Most of the housces
belonging to Mushms have been
totally destroved and therr
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business 1s completely ruined. There were 185 Mushm and 52
Bohra houscholds living and conducung their business i
Kanwat. Even clders cannot recall when and from where the
Mushms came and settled into this intenor village Kanwat.

Some of them had their tradinonal businesses ke evele
selhng and repairing, automobile garages, truie vending,
grocery shops, poultry and goat tarmimng cte. Some ot the
Muslims were also engaged 10 services in shops and business
ot other trading communities ot the village. For the last tfew
vears, some of them were diversitving mto new CNICTPIISEeS
like building construction, contractors, buillding material
supplier, rural transport business with tempos and jeeps,
second hand vchicles trading cte.

All the 185 Muslim houscholds have lost all of therr
belongings. Their houses and business premises have been
looted, burnt and destroyved. Out of 183 houscholds, 38 had

pucca RCC structures and the rest were dutcha structures. They

have lost property worth Rs 3.50 crore approximarely, in
their shops, garages, cabins and lornes and vehicles. They are
homeless and have become paupers, taking shelter in Vadodara
and Chhotaudaipur with relauves and Muslim pamaathkdanas,

Flft)'-t\t'n Bohra community houscholds were well to-do
traders of Kanwat. They were settled 1in Kanwat for more
than 100 vears and had developed business in vaned spheres

and on a blb scale. Besides therr tradinonal business of

wholesale grain trade and grocery shops, bakery, prinung press,
soft dnnk manufactunng, rural transport business were some
of the new areas where the enterpnising Bohra had stepped
in for the last 2-3 vears. Even by very conservauve esumate,

thev have

From March 1 onwards, Mushms were recenvang threats and
threaterung calls from vanous sources, which had made them
tense and anxious. They were constantly requesting the local
admunustraton, the mamlatdar and police authonty to provide
protection. As the tension mounted, they also demanded
deployment of Border Secunty Foree (BSE), or Rapid Acuon
Force (RAF), or State Reserve Police (SRP) 1n adequate numbers.,

lost property worth Rs. 7 to 8 crore.

Their fears were not unfounded, for the sarpanch and
other village leaders had cancelled the tradinonal weekhy
market (haaf) scheduled tor March 4 and March 11,
Cancelling of the Aaar was most unusual and extraordinary
decision because haats are almost never cancelled. This
indicated the gravity of the situation and the danger loomed
large over the law and order situanon. The targer was
obviously the Mushm community.

The local MLA of Chhotaudaipur
personally confided to me that tor
that whole week, he was pressunsing
and persuading  the  district
administraton to employ BSE/RAF
or SRP personnel, mimimum 40-50
in number, at Kanwat. He even
informed the Home Sccretary and
the DIG of the state of the looming
threat. But the administration did not
respond to the requests.

'lhre
 bring disre
of Gujarat.

12 kms. from

K.Hl\l'.n, Ihv; he WSCS, shie s .lnd cabins ot Mushms were looted

On March 10,10 a nearby village Panwad,

and scton tire by mobs trom the surrounding villages. Poor to
lootng and sctung fire to the houses and other estabhishments,
the mobs had ser on fire the tempo trucks that were parked
mnside the Pohee Statnon compound tor satety and sccuny.
The nadent took place on the very day on which the SRP and
the BSE torces were wathdrawn trom Panwad.

\s the report ot inadents in Panwad reached Kanwat, the
Mushms desperately urged the local adnumstranon o provide
them secuniy or else they would be runed and therr hte was in
prave danger. The Mushms in Kanwat panicked because they
knew that it was thar turn next, tor the stones were constantly
pounng i trom all the sides dunng the past wen days that the
mobs would first tarpget Panwad, then it wall be the tum of Kanwat.

[ phoned the district collector the same dav and intormed
him that prior to the attack on Panwad, the mmbals were
constantly threatening that Panwad would be the firse, tollowed
by Kanwat. The local BIP leader, who was trving to keep peace
in Kanwat, had also sensed the impending trouble. He was also
constanth implonng the distnet collector and the police authoney
to prn\'nlc .l\lL‘llLl-!tL‘ pohce, BSE protecton to Kanwat to avord
the great tragedy that could overtake Kanwar,

In the next two davs, T made several calls o the collector
and the DSP and pleaded wath them 1o provide securniey o
Muslims and Bohras ot Kanwat. [ constantly argrued with them
RALI'/SRP in Kanwat. All thar the district

admunistravon had done betore this was o organize a Flag

to deplov BS]
March of the secuny torces in Kanwar, 1 argued out of
desperanon that this was no use. Kanwat s an intenior village.
The Hindu community of Kanwat was not threatening the
Mushims. In fact, the Fhndus also wanted secunty forces because
they, too, teared the maobs trom the surrounding villagres.

But the admimistranon clumed that they had hmited army
personnel. I was intormed that there were only 106 jawans at
therr disposal tor the arca. It so, argrued, that they should be
divided in three parts and take posinons in three sensive
localines, Chhotaudawpur, Panwad and Kanwat. | even argued
that since Chhotaudaipur was a bigger town, may be Kanwat
and Panwad may be assigned 20 24 jawans along with thirny
SRP ,

constant presence of the jawans, would serve no purposc, |

A Flag March lasung tor 10 30 munutes, without a

kept on arguing. My pleadings, along with the pleadings of
the other leaders, tell on deat cars.

I made rupn'\.cm.lm ms to the NHRC in Ahmedabad, local
actvists and many sentor aitizens about the situation in Kanwat.
The army unit did not arnve ull the

night ot March 11. In the carly

morning ot March 12, at 3.30 am,,
135 houscholds, consisung of 99N

incygoingonto
pute to the good name

people of Mushm community, were
shitted under police protecuon. On
same dav, Bohra Mushim
tamilics took shelter in the Kanwat
pohce stanon in the after- noon.

Later onin the night, these tamilies,

March 14, 2002)




The streets are screaming tonight.

An agony of flame is visible from my window
Black and yellow

An echo of the cries that surround me.

Until I draw the curtains

and bolt the door

To shut out a world

that has lost touch with humanity.

Inits way
the silence is sometimes
more ominous than the sound.

[ am safe now
but for the images
that have been burned into my brain.

I am safe now
but for the anguish
that has been ringing in my ears.

[ am safe now
but I rest uneasily doused
in painful technicolour.

I am safe now

[ am safe
but [ am remembering. ..

This selection of photographs is dedicated to all those who have been victims of the violence that has consumed
Gujarat since February this year. We need to face up to the horror that has been inflicted on our people.

For the people who died in the attack on the Sabarmati Express at Godhra on February 27, 2002.
In memory of all those who have been killed in the genocide in Gujarat, which began on February 28, 2002.

Welist the names of those victims that were available to us. as a reminder that the unrecognisable figures we
see are men, women and children who were born to live but made to die.
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Jagerbhai Prajapati
Kailash Soni
Mansukbhai Soni
Lakhu Patel
Sudha Rawal

" Panchal family

Several others who
remain unidentified
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Inayathussain
Rahimbhai Syed

Sufiyaappa
Inayathussain Syed
Shabana Hassan Syed
Salman Inayat
Hussain Syyed
Abidmiya

Hamiedmiya Pathan
Moinuddin

Hassanbhai Syyed

Shafibhai
Mohammed Ayyub
" Allabakhash Shaikh

" Nasirkhan
Chhotekhan Pathan

" Kanijabivi
Chhotekhan Pathan
M. Yunus Mohammed
Rajak Ansari
Ibrahimbhai Bapu
Naeembhai
Ibrahimbhai Bapu
Abeda Ibrahimbhai Bapu
Sajadaben
Ibrahimbhai Bapu
Nagmaben
Ibrahimbhai Bapu

" Saberabivi
Ajujbhai Agbanwala
Mohammed
Faud A. Kader Syyed
Hussainmiya Golewala
Hajrabivi Rahimbhai Syyed
Jalaluddin Alibakhsh
Khan Rangre)

Asif Sharmuddin
Shaikh Kausarapa
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' Samruddin Shaikh

Rafik Samruddin Shaikh

* Javedhussain
Ismailhussain Shaikh

* Begum
Javedhussain Shaikh

* Kudratbegum
Khursheedbhai Shaikh

Shabbir Ahmed
Khursheedbhai Shaikh

Jubeda Shabbir
Ahmed Shaikh

Shabbir
Khursheedbhai Shaikh

* Shabbir Khursheedbhai's
three children

* A. Kadar A. Rashid Anori

' Mohammedhasan A.
Kader Qureshi

* Salimabegum
Sardarbivi Shaikh

* Asrabanu Kabirali Shaikh

* Mohammed Ayyub
Baseer Ahmed

* Mohammed Ayyub
Baseer Ahmed Shaikh

Anisbhai
Naseerkhan Mansuri

' Ruksana Anisbhai Mansun

Anis Naseerkhan's
4 children

Parvinbivi
Gulamhussain Shaikh

' Samiuddin Shaikh
" Sufiyabegum Ismail Shaikh
* A. Karim A. Rasul Radal

' Chandmiya A.
Rasul Radal
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Sadig Salim Shaikh
Mehboob Babubhai Shaikh

Sabiyabanu
Jainabuddin Shaikh
(together with two children)

Mumtaj Ali Mansha
Ali Ansari

Amta; Mumtazali Ansari

Samruddin Kasim
Sa'ab Chaudhapsar

Abdul Wahab A.
Shabbir Gujali

Samruddin Mohammed
Munavvar Lambu

Shermabanu Igbal
Ahmed Shaikh

Ehsan Jafri
(Ex-MP Lok Sabha)

Anwarkhan
Ahmedkhan Pathan

Khairumiya
Ahmedkhan Pathan

Joharuniya
Saidkhan Pathan

Jamilabanu Rashid
Khan Pathan

Akhtarkhan
Anwarkhan Pathan

Sajida Akhirkhan Pathan

Sadabkhan
Akhirkhan Pathan

Nasrinbanu
Md.Sharif Sheikh

Nilofar Md. Sharif Sheikh
Farah Md. Sharif Sheikh
Attarvahikhan Pathan

Gulzar Mohammed
Nur Md. Pathan
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* Mariyambibi Gulzar
Md.Pathan

* Firdosbanu Gulzar
Md.Pathan

= Irfan Md.Gulzar
Md.Pathan

* Imran Md.Gulzar
Md. Pathan

* Salim Ayubkar Pathan

* Salma Ayubkar Pathan

* Shamsad Ayubkar Pathan
Shamim Ayubkar Pathan

Sonaben Allanurbhai
Mansukh

Hanisha Mehboobbhai
* Asmatben Abdulbhai
* Mohsin Mehmoodbhai
Wasim Mehmoodbhai
Sahil Salimbhai
Shamim Kalimbhai
Jahangirbhai Sindhi

Mohammad
Salimbhai Sindhi

Farinaben
Jahangirbhai Sindhi

Mumtajben
Sikandarbhai Sindhi

Tasdurbhai Suros
Anisha Tasdurbhai Suros
Nadim Tasdurbhai Suros
Farhin Tasdurbhai Suros
Nasir Tasdurbhai Suros

Kasambhai
Allanurbhai Mansukh

Rafigbhai
Kasambhai Mansukh
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Aslambhai Kasambhai
Shakilbhai

Jebunben
Kasambhai Mans

Mehmoodben Aslambhai
Yasmin Rafig

Farida Shakil Mansuri
Najman Kasam Mansuri

Shabnam
Aslambhai Mansuri

Asha Aslambhai
Mansun

Irfan Aslambhai Mansuri

Shahina
Aslambhai Mansuri

Mukesh
Aslambhai Mansuri

Faizal Rafigbhai

Shahzadali
Faquirmohhamad

Zubedaben Yusufbhai

Khatoonbibi
Hussainkhan Pathan

Akbarkhan
Hussainkhan Pathan

Jaibunnisha
Akbarkhan Pathan

Yusufkhan
Ayyubkhan Pathan

Rihanaben
Akbarkhan Pathan

Anwarkhan
Walimohammed Pathan

Sitara Majidkhan Pathan

Noorjehan
Majitkhan Pathan
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Imrankhan
Majitkhan Pathan

Afsanaben
Yasinkhan Pathan

Jariefkhan
Yasinkhan Pathan

Sheikh Husenbhai
Valibhai

Sheikh Munafbhai
Adambhai

Sheikh Rukaiyabibi
A. Gatur

Sheikh Taiyababibi
Shabbirbhai
Sheikh Abbasbhai
Gulabbhai

Sheikh Umarbhai
Gulabbhai

Sheikh Adnan
Faroogbhai

Sheikh Hafizarrahman
Hanifbhai

Sheikh Raziyabanu
Shabbirbhai

Sheikh Sumaiyabibi
Ayyubbhai

Sheikh Saeedabibi
Hanifbhai

Sheikh Raziyabibi
Md. Hanif

Sheikh Jubeda (Munni)
Farooq

Sheikh Arab Saeedbhai
Sheikh Habib Ashrafbhai

Sheikh Bismillah Habib
Sheikh Dulhanbibi
Sheikh Niyaz Nabibhai
Sheikh Harun Bhikhabhai
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* Sheikh Majid Abdulbhai

' Saiyad
Aminaben Imambhai

' Saiyad Igbal Imambhai
* Saiyad Joharbhai Imambhai
* Saiyad Ruksana Joharbhai
* Saiyad Sohel Joharbhai
' Kharadi Yusufbhai Ganibhai
* Rafigbhai Karigaruri
* Shahinabanu Rafigbhai
- Sheikh Raiakbhail .
" Sheikh Yusufbhai
Ahmedbhai

" Sheikh Tejobanu
Yusufbhai

" DJ/o Sheikh Yusufbhai
Ahmedbhai

* D/o Sheikh Yusufbhai
Ahmedbhai

' D/o Sheikh Yusufbhai
Ahmedbhai

" Sheikh Jakirbhai
Dashodbhai

* Sheikh Mustakbhai
Fakir Mohammed

" Sheikh Javedbhai
Mustakbhai

" Bakrawala Md.
Yusuf A. Salam

* Kabri Md.
Shafi Gulamnabi

* Muthiya A. Vahid
Mo. lyas

" Patel Md. Hanif A. Masjid

" Sheikh Abbasbhai
Nathubhai

COMMUNALISM COMBAT ¢ MARCH-APRIL, 2002
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* Saiyad Yasinbhai
Shebabhai

* Saiyad Ayyubbhai
Habibbhai

* Sheikh Fakirbhai
Mohammedbhai

* Sheikh Salimbhai
Abbasbhai

" Sheikh Muradbhai
Mehmoodbhai

* Sheikh Adam Abdul
Kharadi Jabirbhai Ganibhai
Divan Jabirbhai Aiyubsha

Multani Maanubhai
Shenkha

Sheikh Kalubhai
Gulabbhai

Kausar Ali

Sheikh Sabira
Shabnam Aslam Sheikh
Babli

Sipli

Pathan Firoze
Zainab

Baby boy - child of
Feroze and Zainab
Baby girl - child of
Feroze and Zainab
Baliram

Prakash

Rajesh

Nasroo

Several others who
remain unidentified
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Photo Credits:

Amateur Photographer,
Dariakhan Ghumbat Relief Camp
Vijay Soneji
Kalpit Bhachech
Sam Nariman Panthaky
Rais Khan
Teesta Setalvad
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too, were shitted under police protection trom Kanwat 1o
Dahod town of Gujarat. They left ther houses and properny

exposed.

On the mormnge ot March 12, 1 was intormed by some
acuvists that an army platoon had lete tor Kanwat and would
reach Kanwat anvime and that it would stav put up to March
16. The army unit did arnive on March 12 i the morning,
staged a Flag March and lett in about 30 munutes. While the
army was conductung Flag March, 1 was told by one ot the
traders that soon atrer the march was over, the umt would
leave. I panicked and called the distriet collector and informed
him about this. He scemed surprised and said, “This should
not happen, 1 will call the ISP

It 15 a tact that the unit did leave. Fater, Talso sent a tax
messaee 1o the collecrtor and the DS thar the army had et
and the people and property were lett exposed. The propern
of Mushms and Bohras was looted m the dashghe of March
12 and 13, The police was merely a spectator. Trwas not tha
the mob was violent, it was unarmed and consisted ot vouny:
children and women, but the tact was that the police had nor
taken anv action to prevent the mob trom looung and the

administrason had not deploved enough toree,

Fven simple measures hke tear gas or hong i the ar
were not resorted to by the police, to prevent the mob from
looung and scrung tire to Mushm and Bohra property. On
March 13, the loonng and burming spree started from carly
mornmyg and went on all late atternoon, Suddenly at about

3.5 pom, police imposed curtew and within minutes it drove
away the looung mobs, T was wondenng why the police did
not act in this manner the previous dav and earher thae
dav. Within an hour, the mystery was solved and we came
to know that the collector and the DSP were visiting
Kanwar, I was asked to see the collector. T went and rold
him that 1t the admimistraton was willing to bring the
sitwation under control and protect the Mushms and Bohras
of Kanwart, 1t could have casily done so.

Giiven the aircumstances under which the Mushms and
Bohras had to lee and their propertes were looted and burnt,
the panicked communities are not likely 1o return 1o Kanwat
tor a considerable nme. And when they return, it s imperaove
that a sizeable SRP force be stanoned in Kanwat tor a fairly
long penod. Itk alsao imperative that the communmities which
lost all i properues should be appropnately compensated so
that they can restart their bves

breh T abon, Nt & Post Mangrol, taluka Rajpipla, 393150,
Cougarat.

Property looted/destroyed: More than 250 houses and
shops looted and then set on fire. All the 185 Mushm and 52
Bohra houscholds have lost all ot their belongings. Fstimared
property losses are Rs 3,50 crore and between 7 and Rs 8
crore respectively.

The accused: Adivasis from neghbounng villages.

Policemen indicted: [Distnict collector and Police chiet,
Vadodara distnicr.

Best Bakery, Hanuman Tekri

\ bakery was burnt in the Hanuman Tekn arca of NVadodara
on March 1, 2002

were killed or inpured. Hlanuman “T'ekn s located on Dabhon

and along wath that, a number of persons

Rn.ul on the outskires 111‘ Vadodara, Iroas o lower nuddle class
.lllt' puur ll(‘l}'_lll)lllll’hlltnl, .\IU\I ot thl‘ ﬂ'\llil'nf\ are Hln('ll\'_
very foew Mushm tamulies ive there, The facr consists of small
houses and very narrow Lines. The houses maostly have un roots
and very tew are more than single storev structures.

The Best Bakery was one of the tew structures, which
had more than one storeyv. The Mushm tanulv owning the
bakery had shitted 1o this area only six months prior o this
incident. All other Mushms staving in the arca had already
left their houses on February 27,0 Only this fanuly staved on
because Javanubhar Charwala, who is an intluenual person in

the arca, assured them safery,
Place: Best Bakery, Hanuman Tekn, Vadodara
Witness: Sheikh Zahira Habibullah

(Interriewed at | udodara on March 21

avant Charnwala, Mahesh Munna panter, Thakkar &¢ do
laake, all led a mob of about 300 700 people that atacked our
bakery on March 1 at 8 pm. Thev were thngng petrol bombs
on us and were shoutng that they will loot and burn us. Three
trucks tull of omber were burnt and destroved.

We phoned 100 {Control room) and even contacted the
pohcemen at Pamgate pohice stavon. Thev kept saving, “FHum aa
rahe haer’” W are comng,”) An hour and a halt later, around
930 pm, a police vehiele passed by the bakery, stopped briefly
and then drove away without doing anvthing to stop the mob.,

It was atter the police had come and pone that the mob
started s destrucnon. There were shouts, filthy abuse and threats
to rape us. The enure mob had surrounded us. They looted and
torched the pround tloor store room and workers” room.

Twenty of us, along with our mother, remaned trapped and
ternticd on the terrace, as they burnt eight people o death. My
mamd, v sister, Shabira and my mama’s children, Zanab and
Shabnam (twins) were burnt alive along with the workers in the
bakery. Out of the 18 ot us present, 10 members, including 3
women and 4 children, were killed in the night nself.

My mother kept begging that she had no support except
tor her sons. Our three Fhindu servants’ stomachs were sht
open. Two of my brothers were burnt alive; two others were
ted up and worched. They are struggling for their hves in the
hospital. My mother, Zairunissa and two brothers, Nafiullah
and Naswllah, are very senious; my sister s also serious.

In all, 14 persons were burnt and killed, including my two
sisters and my Bhabe. My chacha s enure family and one sister
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were burnt alive. Even our domesoc animals, hike goats, were
not spared. All the attackers were from the mohalla.

I filed a complant naming all the accused but the pohce
have refused to give me a copy of the complaint. I want
justice, thatis all. I want all the accused to be punushed. 1f the
police had done its job, this tragedy would not have occurred,

All the 14 people killed were thrown into the fire. This included
four children, three women (my sister Shabira and two chaches).
Kausar mama was cut into pieces and tlung into the tire. ‘Two
bodics we could not find. Javantu Bauja is the main culpnt. He
told us that afternoon that we should not worry, he was there,
nothing would happen to us and then in the night they antacked.
Two young men, Firoz and Nasru, were also killed.

From 8 p.m. in the night to 10 am. the next morning,
their dance of death contnued. The main culprits are the
policemen in the police van from Panigate police station who
passed by our bakery and our house at around 9.30 p.m,,
B (i :ppcd hrlcﬂ'\‘ and then drove away.

A Hindu, who owns the Phoolchand bakery, was part of
the attackers and he took away the ample stock of flour,
ghee and other things,

I am very lucky to have survived. The next morning, three
of them dragged me far from the house, near a small thicker.
One man, poinung a fafwar at me, told the others to rape me.
Just then the police came.

The next day, March 2, I went to the police staton and
found out that the first FIR registered by the police was false.
It said that the victims were sleeping when they were burnt. 1
had witnessed what happened to my sister Shabira and Mama
Kausar. Yet they have not given me a copy ot FIR.

(Because of her complaint that the FIR lodged by the
police 1s false, we have with us a written copy of Sheikh
Zahira Habibullah’s tesumony. A copy of the complaint has
been submutted to the National Human Rights Commussion
and other Human Rights organisatons, besides the Collector
and Police Commssioner, Vadodara.)

The deceased: 14 persons, including 3 women and 4
children, killed; most of them burnt to death.

The accused: Javanulal Charwala and his sons, Mafat,
Mahesh, Munna, Sanjay Thakkar, Santosh Thakkar, Jagdish
Rattiwala, Dinesh Bakenwala, Painter.

Policemen indicted: Panigate police stauon

Machchipith

(F:xtract from the PUCL. fact-finding report on | adodara)

The importance of the Machchipith event hes in the tact
that by March 14, 2002, Vadodara was limping back to
normaley. There were a sigmificant number ot arcas where
no untoward incident had taken place ull then, The event at
Machchipith was used and reported by the media as an
unprovoked attack by Muslims on peacefully passing
rambhakts', almost on the lines of the Godhra event, to tngger
the second round of violence in Vadodara,

Machchipith, in the old aity area, 1s inhabited by muddle
and lower middle_Hindus and Mushms. Many of them run
businesses and some are n the service sector. About 40
Hindu familics and 40 Mushm famihies reside in the area.
Although Machchipith is regarded as a communally sensitive
area 1n local memory, cven in 1985 and 1990-92, no
sirnificant instances of ‘rioting’ occurred here, though there
are reports of minor scuffles duning these penods. The
claim 1s substanuated by the fact that no instances were
rcpnrtcd in this arca after the December 6, 1992 demolition
of the Babn Maspd,

One of the major factors 1in maintaining communal
harmony in the area in the past have been the police ininatives
of holding peace meetings dunng religious festivals or when
rallics were planned by either of the communitics.  For
example, at the last peace meeting held before Bakn-1d
(February 23}, Muzzafar Khan Pathan (Mojubhai), socal
worker and vice-president of Tazia Commuttee of Vadodara,
represented the Muslim community and took measures to
ensure that no untoward event took place. 1t s significant

that no such peace mecungs were imnated by the police before
the March 15 rally or thereafter.

In the aftermath of Godhra, too, harmony had prevailed
in Machchipith, despite instances of ‘rioting” in the immediate
vicinity. For example, between February 28 and March 1, a
mosque and madrassa were burnt in Tulsibhai ki chawf, 14
houses and 4 shops were burnt and a mosque blasted by
means of a gas cylinder in Salatwada; 12 houses and several
larrt gallas were burnt in Hanbhaku ki chawl; and 2 lornes
were burnt just outside Machchipith on the main road. Though
these events took place within walking distance of
Machchipith, the arca iself remained calm ull March 15,

On March 15, the VHP and Bajrang Dal gave an all India
level call for praver and ‘Ram dbun’. In view of the prevailing
tension, Tuteja, the Commissioner of Police, Vadodara,
imposed section 14410 the any. In contraventon of the above
order, a 500-strong rally, compnsing totally of outsiders,
reached Machchipith naka at around 3.10 pm. About 6 7
pohice personnel also acce smpanied the rally, on the left flank,
on foot, with a police van brangng up the rear. The rally was
quite unruly in that many Mushm-owned shops (including Indian
Boot House and Tower Shoes) en route were burnt and looted.

On reaching Machchipith, some of the rallyists rushed
into residential lanes with mishuds and swords. All were shouting
provocative slogans (“Bandiao, go away to Pakistan,” ** Babar
ki aulado, Hindustan chhod do,” and the like)) Some even took
off their pants and danced arc wnd 1n the lanes. Such was the
scene that confronted resident Muslims coming out of the
mosque after Friday namaaz, The situation worsened with




stones and bottles being thrown by residents and the rally
people. Shortly, while the pelung ot stones and soda bottes
was going on, pohce rentorcements arrived inabout tour
jceps. They immediately began finng with service revolvers
and sten-guns. The pe shee tire, which Lasted about 25 minutes,
was exclusively directed ar the residents of Machchipith only,
Some tear gras shells were also lobbed into Machchipith.

Army personnel reached the spot atter about 13 nunutes
ot P hice tinng and the sttuanon was brought under control.
While the residents 1ook shelter in houses, the rallvises
disappeared. Thereatter, ull abour 4 p.m., the pohce conducted
‘combing operanon” in Machchipith. Abusing the residents,
they barged into various houses and imdisenmimarely arresred
34 Muslhims. 23 ot those arrested were trom Machchipith,
11 trom Ran Basera. Three 15-vear old hovs 2 of them
wore to .1[‘[1(‘.” in the f'urlht‘nnml;' SSCoexaminations A .md a
68 vear-old TB patuent were among the people arrested and
manhandled by the police, There was relanve calm between

400 pm.and T30 p.m.on the arca.

During the evening mamaay at the mosque, small crowds
chanung VHP and Bajrang Dal slogans gathered on the
terraces i Mama # Pole. About 15 persons were on RK
Roadlines' terrace, about 200on the rerrace of kalvan building
and abour 30 on the Udav Apartments” terrace. Ajav Dave,
the municipal councillor of Manjalpur, NK Rathod, PL ot
the Ecocell and Niraj Jan, president of the Vadodara chaprer
of Bajrang Dal, were present on the RK Raadlines terrace.
Stones were pelted ar the Muzzatar Khana mosque trom the

RK Roadlines” terrace at about 730 p.m.

About 20 rounds were tired trom the R Roadlines” terrace

towards the mosque and 10 the gencral direction ot

Machchipith. Bullet marks are evident on the structure of

the mosque, and not on any other structures i the vicimiy.
Police combed the Machehipith arca atter this and rounded
up 1.2 Mushms from Bagh ¢ Halab Apartments. Ot the 12,
Sapd Khatr, an advocate, was released immediately. The others
were released on baill only on March 21, along with the 34
Mushmes arrested carlier. The 45 arrested, all Mushms, have

been L‘h.lr_ut‘d under scecunon 307

Though the area was sull under curtew, on the evening of
March 24, SRP personnel had 1o lob tear pas <hells i order

to curh the helligerence of the crowds gathering on the
terraces mentoned above.

March 15 rally

The rally of March 15, which began at Amba Mata ki
Mandir, Mandvi at approximately 2 p.m., reportedly, spht
nto two. Many ot the rallvists of the group that moved
towards Machchipith (significantly no local residents took
part), wore satfron bands; several carmed saffron flags borne

on sticks and rods. Ajay Dave, the municipal counallor of

Manmpalpur, Baka Brahmbhatt, factory owner in GIDC,
Makarpura and Mihnd Ambcegaonkar, of Shikshan Samut,
VMO, were leading the rally. A video chip of the news broadcast
by Sin News n their evening bulleun on the same day),
substantiates the above. Milind Ambegaonkar is seen to direct
the police to fire upon the Machchipith area, and Ajay Dave
15 an acnve presence duning the rally as well as during most
of the combing operations that took place that day.

Property looted/destroyed: A mosque and madrassa burnt
i Tulsibhar &7 chand 14 houses and 4 shops burnt and a
mosque blasted in Salatwada; 12 houses and several larm gallas
were burnt in Hanbhakt &z chawd, 2 lornes were burnt just
outside Machchipith on the main road. Mushim owned she ps
including Indian Boot House and Tower Shoes burned and
looted on March 15.

Policemen indicted: Despite section 144 being in force,
the police, apart trom an overall intelligence failure, made no
attempts to control or disperse the rallv of March 15 before 1t
rcached Machchipith, covering a distance of nearly one km.
Apart trom the municipal counallors and other local leaders
involved (see above tor details), vanous police personnel were
exphenly named. They are 1) MS Patel of Raopura police
station; 2) Bhagirathsinh Jadepa, Pl of Goonda squad; 3) Pl
Rao ot Karchbaug police station; 4) Kanu Patel of Karclibaug
pohce staton; and 5) Fatchsinh Patel of Karchbaug police
station. No acton has been taken against them.

The accused: The police, VHP and Bajrang Dal, Milind
Ambegaonkar (Shikshan

Samiu, VM), Baka Brahmbhatt (factory owner in GIDC,
Makarpura), Ajay Dave (Municipal councillor of Manjalpur),
NK Rathod (PL of the Eeocell) and Niraj Jain (President of
the Vadodara chapter of Bayrang Dal).
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Tarsali

Raghovpura village, Tarsali
(hextract from the PUCT, facr tindmy report on 1 ddodara

Incident:

Raghopura 1s a village of about O tamihies both Hindu
and Mushm) about 12 kms. tfrom Tarsal, oft the Vadedara
Bombav Fhghwav (NH 85, There are an almost equal number
of Mushm and Hindu familics Iving here. The fannhies whose
houses have been destroved, are well ot agniculturnists, growing
jowar and cotton and are mostly related 1o ane another,

Ohut of a total of 41 houses belongime 1o Mushims, 36
houses and the magid, along with two builldigs belonging to
the rfh.’_t,','d' Mere burnt v a SO st ML armed r'llul! late I1l_1:|\t
on March 1. A local Bajrang Dal leader had held 4 mecunyg
in the neighbouring village the same atternoon. The

approximate loss ot propermy s esumated ar R, 8y Likh.
Chronology:

Tenston started here only the day atrer the madent a
Tarsali. Till then, there was no problem cither on February
27 or 28 On March 1, Subhashbhar Matathhar Chora, the
local Bayrang Dal leader, came e the afternoon o the
neghbounng village, Patarvent He is from that village. A
mectng was held near the well, which s between Patarven
and Salaad villages, i which a Large number o people
p.lrlu‘lp.ncd. A tew people trom R.l;{hnpuu, too, had yone
for the mecung. Two ot them were Hinde tnends ot the
local Mushm bovs; thev returned and told Mubarak Bha
that plans were beng made to burn these houses.

Anucipatng trouble, all the women and children were
shifted o Dhamvan from Raghovpura village. Abour 15 20
men remamed in the village, Only ST Vadalia trom Varnama
police station and two constables trom Kelanpur were present
in the village. They had been there since morning. The police
were told that they had pot news ot trouble and theretore,
thev should ask for more pohee, but Vadaha <ard Don’

worry, we are here”

They could hear a mob approaching the village ar abour
93010 p.m. When the PSE was told of the noise, he said
that 1t must be the jackals trom the jungle. The residents
then ran and hid 10 the last house incthe Tane, Mubarak Bha
was on the first floor and he saw evenvthing from there,

A mob ot about 400-500 people entered the lane ot
the maspd around 101015 pom. Mubarakbhan recognised
Shantilal Bhai, the sarpanch of the village, who is trom the
BIP Nattu Bhar, Subhash Bhar Matatchota (Bajrang Dal,
his father, brother and brother in law, Bipin Bha, Natwar
Narang, Mahendra Parell They were carmvng weapons,
swords (dharyas), lathis and un cans of kerosene: some
were also carrving bottles, Subhash Bhar Matarchor was
carrving a dharrya.

The mob tirst went 1o the saczd and destroved the rathings,
They ransacked the mavid, pulled outall the ute nsils and the
Quran Sharnet and started 160 burn it People had ¢hmbed
onto the mazd and were destroving ats raihngs. They threw
down the speakers mounted on top ot the towers Then they
threw kerosene from the un cans and hictire to all the utensils
and the Quran Shariet, Some sort ot intlammable chemucal
was used 1o burn, They also burnt the maizd and the two
builldings opposite the magzd which belong toat the fire cauyht
on and started to burn all the adpomnimg: houses.

The PSI and the two constables were wath the moh. There
were shoutng slogans ke ™ Ve me fare” U Rall the Mushms™;
“Mna ne

duta” Rape ther women!”

w7 Torch the Mushms!";

[ “wks cnraton mr ippat

When the fire started spreading, the fire brigade was called,
but sard they couldnt come as they had oo many places
which were burning. The rest of the people who were hiding,
escaped trom behind and went near the lake and trom there
went to Dhanvar, They reached Dhanivan around 430 am.

Mubarak Bhar who was on the tirst floor, could not escape.
The mobs started 1o enter the houses. There were also people
wurrounding the village. Thev did not burn Ratig Bhar's house
because the Hindu houses are adjomming, A three wheeler
tempo, Trax, helongng o Ashwin Bhagubhar Patel of the
village, was used 10 cart all the things they looted trom the
bouses, The Frar car ot Rang Patel, parked in tront of has
house, was also burnt and two tractors belonging to Javed
Bhat were also burne, Mubarak ran and hid ina house near
the mreod at this ume. Atter about two hours, someone shouted

that the pohice was comung and the mob dispersed.

By this nme, the room belonging to the temple which s
near the mavd the temple s close 1o the measid) caught tire
and ~omecone had called the fire brigade from Dandia Bazar.
They had come and were putting the tire out with the water
hose, When Mubarak went to them and wld them to put out
the tire in the masid and the houses, the tire brigade personnel
sard they wouldn't do e The PST told him o run, or ¢lse he
would book him under S 186 The PSTrold Mubarak thar i
his people hada’t burne the train, this would not have
happened. Using: the water in the masnd v tank, Mubarak put
out the fire. The houses were sull burning, as all the water
was over and so, he couldn't put the fire out completely, The

houses were smouldering tor two whole davs,

IPS1 Vadalia, who was ar the village, saud he would regaster

FIRs and complants onlv it no names were mentioned.

Property looted/destroyed: Out ot a total ot 41 houses
belonging o Mushms, 36 houses and the maipd along with
two butldings belonging to the magd burnt. Property damage
1s esumated at R, 80 Likh.




The accused: Mubarak sdenuficd the tollowing
persons: Subhashbhar ot Bagrang Dal, Rabhipura village
farpanch l)u']\.ll\h.n Patcl, R.ufhnpur.l sarpaich Shanulal
Patel, Narwarbhar Naranbha Patel, Mabendrabhoar Parel,
Bipinbhar Bhailalbhae Parel, Amuthbhar Jashbhar Parel,

Place: Mansuri Kabrastan, Roshannagar, Tulsiwadi, Vadodara
Witnesses: Mumtaz Bano Igbal Bhai Gandharva

nterviewed at | adodara wn March 1)

On Fridav March 1, police trom the Karchibagh police
statton broke down the doors of my home, arrested mi
hushand and thrashed me merctlesslv, My hushand 1~ not
well, Fam very worned about bim Fle s in central pal, Ta nally,
S8 men trom our fasi were arrested. We have a evele she e
cvervthing trom our shop and house was looted and burnt.
For the last 21 davs, my hushand s 10l tor no nustake of
his. 1 have small children, how do we teed ourselvess My

neighbours 20 vear old son, Sirag, has also been arrested.

Policemen indicted: Karclibagh police stanon.

Place: Mansur Kabrastan, Roshannagar, Tulsiwadi, Vadodara
Witnesses: Husnabano Kadarbhai Mansuri

nterviewed at | adodira on March 21

M\ elder son, Samecer, has been arrested for no rhvme
or reason. “Wod caad da order har pekiidne Aa” U Naheds orders
are 1o arrest bim™ s all that they sad. There were tour
pobcemen and one woman, me, i the house. © Yol polece ka
kaam bar kya lathe marneka? i thasade meon na tasad me”
“Is this what the pohice are meant 1o dos beanng up people

who have done nothing wrong=",

Tulsiwadi

Moobhat Gordhanbhar Parel, sarpanch of Megakui,
Satshbhar Thakor, his brother Chandresh Thakor, and

many others,

Policemen indicted: PSI Vadaha trom Varnama Police

Station and two constables trom |'\('|,qn]1ur_

Policemen indicted: Tour police constables from the
|\.Ir('|l|1.ly|| pnhu' station..

Place: Mansun Kabrastan, Roshannagar, Tulsiwadi, Vadodara
Witness: Racesa Sheikh Mansuri

Auterviened ar | adodara on March 21,

M} vounger brother Sartaraz was taken awav with the
others, There are 40 hutments i our arca. We are all daily
wage carners and we are talsely accused ot demolishing a
temple e Tulswads, Why are we held responsible for wha
we did notdo? Trowas a Frday, we were situng in our houses,
busy with Cueran Khane (recitauon of the Quran) when the
attack happened. We want our men back. Whom can we
trustz \ren't the policemen there to protect our hves?

Thev came with iron pipes and ethes. They started shouting,
“Take out the weapons.”™ And thev bear our bovs and men
mercilesshe Then they started lathi-charging and beanng us
up. When we women went i front to save our men they
threatened, “We will shoot vou”™ Which law savs a 16 vear
old bov can be arrested? For whats KNl bamara bacheba kharab
hokar prgad ravega to aap kis ko zimadar thabraoge (1f our son
takes 1o the wrong path because of this treatment, who will
vou hlamer, We have been living here tor 20 vears, we have

our taith and our work. Please release our children,

Policemen indicted: Police contingent on dury at the
Karchibagh Pohce Stanon, Vadodara on March 1.

Audhootnagar Makkarpura

Place: Audhootnagar Makkarpura, Vadodara

Witnesses: Mohammed Shakoor, Taj Mohammed Races,
Anwar Namdar Khan, Mehmood Alam, Shafqat Khan
Pathan, Shakir Bhai Jabbar Bhai Pathan, Naushad Khan
Pathan

(nterviewed v CC at 1 ddodira on March 21}

Durmp_ the attacks 1in Vadodara, our homes in
\udhootnagar had been burnte. We had taken refuge in camp.
Berween 2-2.30 pom. on March 17, we took porlice protection
and went 1o cheek out the status of our house. PSI Varecha,
two unior officers and tour constables accompanied us. We
went to our houses, and were trang o retrieve some of our
belongings, when a mob of 5 64000 set upon us. They placed

supes across the road o prevent the jeep from leaving.
14

The pohce qust sar there instead of defending us. PS1
Varecha actuallv sad wo the mob, “Das munute metn sab patads”
“You have 1 munutes 1o do vour job™ He did not use any
tear gas or Hre to til\]u'!\k‘ the mob. The mob attacked us
with pipes, swords and dhamasand we recerved no protection
trom the pohice. We recogmised Raju and some others from
the localin, In the violence, Munna Bhar (25-vear old) and
“ll\ht.lq Ahmed Nisar Ahmed 5ovear oldy were killed.

The accused: Niraj [ain (1 H I mabamantn), Kaushik Shah,
Shatlesh Sota “deputy mavor), Jaun Vvas (Bayrang Dal),
Nagarjuna (trom Ajpwa Road), Javesh Bhar, Ajay Dave, Raju.

Policemen indicted: PSI Varecha, two jumor officers
and tour constables.
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Violence

unending

Thc penod between mud March and Aprl 16, when we go to
press, saw continued violence in Ahmedabad and other parts of
Gujarat. More and more nstances of indiscriminate police fining
have been reported where vicums are mainly, the nunonte 1oy
imperative that the Gujarat police repularly makes atlable stansnes
to members of the public. This 1s one way there will be accountabihing

Large mobs sull assemble and the pohce watches them. Nothing
short of a complete hand-over of law and order to the armed
forces, after President’s Rule is declared tor an extended period, can
stem the ude 1n Gujarat. We are otherwise likely to see an cven
further detenoration of security condinons in that state

16 April 2002: | arge parts of Ahmedabad sull remamed under
curfew. 1t 15 unheard of that 48 davs after communal incidents, this
level of violence and terror stalk a regnon.

15 April 2002: Two persons werce shot dead by the police at
Darnapur on Sunday evening, The police of the Danapur Police
Stanon assisted a mob pelung stones at minonty pockets i the
area. A local resident, Avub Khan Pathan, had his head blown oft
when he simply htcppcd out to take a snapshot and gt
photographic evidence of police misdemeanours. The violence
continued on the morning of Apnl 15 between Delht Darwaza
and Shahibag (where incidentally the Commussioner of Pohee’s
headquarters are located) and the targets were — Kanikhad Mushm
Mohalla (where B0 houscholds hve) and Sajan Jamadar Mohalla
{where 200-250 farmblies live)

Two terror attacks, by mobs of 1520 and 1K 2H) respectiy ch,
on std VI and IX standard students belonging to the mmonn
COMMUNILY, IVIAE CXAMINAUONS 1N TWO SCPATAIC CXAMINAton centres
at Delhi Darwaza on Apnl 15..{(sce Secnon on State Comphesy
This writer spoke to three students from schools Jvor Kanva
Vidvalava and KG Desa High School, who gave her this tesumony
There are at least 15 other witnesses to the same incident. The
names of the students have been withheld to protect their idennry.

Witness One: “Mv school 1s the Jvor Kanva Vidvalava, 1 was
giving my Std IX termunal exammation in a room on the ground
floor of the building around 1030 am. Suddenly we heard shouts
from outside. We asked our teacher, “What s the notse"" “Ruhh
waben, " sard the teacher. Suddenly, a group of 1015 persons stormed
into the school grounds and stood 10 the compound, qust outside
the class. We were ternfied. “Marn, kato;” “Mussaimancn ko nibion:”
“ Idhar aa jaae,” (pomting to Hindu areas), were the cnies we heard. We
rurned to our teacker who did nothing. Then she said, “vou betrer
go." We started running frantcally.”

Witness: Two: I was giving my class VI terminal examimanon
on the ground floor butin another class at the far end ot the corndor
at the Jvot Kanya Vidvalava. Suddenly we heard ominous shouts. |
turned to the Sir who was the supervisor. “\What 1s the nose, ="
“Looks ke a fight. You better not go any where,” he sud. “The grl
was stammering with fnght as shegecounted the trghteming incident.
Suddenly the shouts grew louder. We just ran out of our class and
the schbol. Six to seven of us ran towards the kanichad mohalla
where residents had blocked the entrance tor fear of attacks trom
Hindus. We were banging on the blockade franucally. They would
not open. We were screaming, 1n tears, “We are Muslims, we arc
Mushms, please save....... \We are so fnghtened.”

Witness Three =1 am studvinp in the Std IN class at the KG
Diesat Fhigk schoal berween Delhr Darwaza and Shahpur Darwaza
After the exanunatons when three of us were rving to leave the
«ohool o po home a dimia tola (huge mep! came running t weards the
wchool, We turned to the Prncipal’s room and the Principal,
Ramanbhar Patel tor help. He simply pushed us awav. It was the
¢ back who had attacked us. Luckily, we were tinally

Hindus trom
waved by oan old Lady, a Mushm lady, Tust cannot think ot going back
10 schonl and gving My examinations tomorrow”

5 April 2002: 1n 4 shock

armed men sl roam the strects, a convoy ot five vehicles carrving

incident, which showed how Modir's

familics trom Chota Udaipur to Vadodara under police escort was
attacked by i mob en route, which ser all the vehicles on fire, At
least three persons receis cd serous burn imuries and a policeman,
who was attacked with <harp weapons, was also prievously hurt
The tamilies, who were stuck 1in an unsate arca tor the past six davs,
were being shitted to Vadodara by the police in three trucks, a

tempo i wd a nckshaw

4 April 2002: [ 'mreth, Anand districr: Two persons were killed
and swo imured i police finng in Umreth town of Anand distrniet,
where rioting mobs burnt down about 10 shops. Police tired 20
rounds and mmposed indefinite curtew 1 the afternoon. Kutch,
which had been peacetul so tar, also witnessed violence on Tuesday
Indefinite curfew was clamped in Amar atter mobs damaged three
places ot worship

3 April 2002: Police, ander P18 Sharma, in the presence ot
AMr Parmar of
the 750 retupees of the Sul
.\il”\
Mohammad Shetkh 30

The camp, wht

Anmedabad Collecrorate, ied a violent attack on
nd Nutan
Saraspur and acrually <hot two persons, Piruibhat
and Khatoonbr Skarfuddin Saved (45

1an Roza Relier Camp ‘bei

has been home 1o 50 \l!Nh:.ltu] PCErsOnNs OvVer the

past 40 davs, was thus torably wound up

29 pnnccents were shot at by the RAF and SRP torces on Apnl 3
Oine mnocent,  Advocate Nizan was shot dead by the police inside
his home on Aprl 3 On the same dav, on the eve of the PMs visi,
Dr Ishag Shetkh, Viee President ot the Al Ameesr

1 Ganb Noiwas
Hosparal, was pulled our ot s ambulance by the Ahmedabad police,
SRI and RAF personnct and bratally beaten up Police Inspectors

Mod: and Parmar were present while this hap sened and did nothing
I $

to stop the assault. The seed nd person shot dead 1n police finng hails
from Sakhar Ghanchi & chaud Mohammad Yunus Akbarbhai).
The Policemen named by evewitnesses are NA Mod PSI D Statt),
NR ladhav, semor Police Inspector and Mr Sawant, DCP.

3 April 2002: Abasana, Ahmedabad: Late on the mght of Apnl
3, five members ot a Mushm Camuly were burnt to death at Abasana
willage, "0 km trom here. Three Bouses were burnt down and tfive
members of the same tamly, including a baby el were hacked to
death and then set ablaze by an unruly mob ot around 15 20
persons at about 1230 am The Kadih police reached the spot at

230 am, On

evenmg of Apnl 3, another inadent, in broad
Javhieht and in the heart o1 thus aty, 34vear old Muhammad Ruvaz
Quresh: was hacked to death near the Shahpur police post,
apparently because Fe was marnied to a Hindu, There s heavy
police deplovment in the area but the pohcemen saw nothing,

heard nothig and did nothing




2 April 2002: In vne week, mobs set fire to over 50 Ahmedabad
houses whose residents wait in relief camps. The police in the aity
of Ahmedabad just did not stop them. They say that fire spreads
too fast and that they arc short of staff.

Fifty houses were set on fire at Behrampura in the Dani Limda
area; they had been vacated by flecing residents on February 28. About
500 vards away arc the Behrampura police outpost and an addivonal
police picker but that didn't help much when the mob got to work.
Homes 1in Rajpur, Gomtipur, Ramol, Syedwadi, Varwa and
Madhavpura were gutted. A mob set on fire at least eight houses at
Adundara village ncar Kadih in Mchsana district even as curfew
conunued in Kadih town. A mob of not less than 10-15,(00 attacked
homes at Vejalpur and Johapura. Police fired about 31 rounds and
156 tear gas shells in the area on Sunday might to control the situanon.

Three persons were killed 1n police firing all over Gujarat. At
least one person was killed in Cambay and Petlad towns 1in Kaira
district in police finng and one was stabbed to death 1in Kadih
town in Mchsana district as violence re-crupted in the curfew-bound
towns late at night. At least three persons were killed in Cambay
and Petlad in police finng earlier in the dav to control mob violence.

Disturbances spread to newer arcas such as Narsanda, Bonvav,
Chaklasi and other small towns and villages in central and north
Gujarat where mobs set fire to houses and shops belonging 1o a
minority community and tried to damage some places of worship.

31 March 2002: About 60 houses in two chawls on Dar Limda
Road in Behrampura were gutted following arson resorted to by
residents of Patharu Ni Chali and Ghasiram Chali after a minor incident
of stone-throwing between two groups on Sunday afternoon.

30 March 2002: A 25,000 strong mob gathered at CTM
Amraiwadi  at the juncuon of Varwa and [antanagar Ramol and
Ansanbagh and tried 1o attack Gomupur, Jhumli Chawl, Najor
Road, Vora Chal and Sukhram Road. For residents, the terror
conunued late into the might.

29 March 2002: Two Kashmins were allegedly burnt alive by
rioters during communal clashes at Ahmedabad in Gujarat. Thev
have been idenufied as Sareer Ahmad of Gohan-Kokernag and
Isfag Ahmad of Vesu Qazigund. Reports said the former was
a truck driver while the latter a cleaner. They were on their way
from Kashmir to Ahmedabad 1n their vehicle, loaded with
Kashmin apples. As the truck entered Ahmedabad, a mob
stopped 1t. When the miscreants discovered that the driver and
the cleaner were Kashmins, thev severcely thrashed the duo. Their
truck was sct ablaze and subscquenty the two were burnt alive.

29 March 2002: The 200 residents at the Kadih Relief camp
near Kalol were attacked by a large mob at midnighe.

26 March 2002: Fven one month after the Godhra camage, things
have not returned to normal in the at. Every day, violence breaks out
in new areas. While there was trouble in Khadia and Ramol areas on
Tucsday, rwo incidents of stabbing were reported from Ranup and
Shaherkotda areas on March 26.

24 March 2002: A 30-vear-old woman was stripped n public
and stabbed to death in the Vejalpur area of Ahmedabad on Sunday
as violence continued unabated 1in Gujarat. Fresh violence has
crupted 1n Bhavnagar, Jambusar (Bharuch district) and Prant
(Sabarkantha district) towns and indefinite curfew has been imposed
there 30-vear-old Mumtazbano, whose maiden name was Geeta
before she married a Muslim, was stopped by miscreants at
Vejalpur when she was going out with her husband on a scoorer.
She was stnpped and stabbed o death. Her husband has been
admitted to the VS Hospital with senious knife injuries.

24 March 2002: An 18-year-old student, who was on his way to
write his HSC examination, was stabbed by two umidentified

assatlants on Wednesday afternoon, leading to tension in the
communally sensitive Dhorap area The student, Ashok Lakhabha
Ahir, was first taken to ]Jn;l_uaclh and was shitted to Rajkot on
Thursday. Doctors said his condinon was senous.

24 March 2002: Thc Revdr Bazaar in Panchkuva area of
Ahmedabad was transtormed into a raging inferno when manic
noters set shops afire. The market place, which houses wholesale
cloth shops, soon crupted into flames which took the Ahmedabad
Fire Bagade more than five hours to control. Though no casualtes
were reported, the damage, sav local shopkeepers, could well eross
Rs 15 crore.

22 March 2002: At Icast four persons were kl”(‘&i, three of
them tn Vadodara, as violence tlared up in the central Gujarat
city where curfew was again imposed in six police station arcas.
In Ahmedabad, one person was killed and three others injured
in stabbing incidents in the Kagdapith and Gomupur arcas
while incidents of violence and arson were reported from some
areas of north Gujarat, A 35-vear old man, reportedly a railor,
was found with his throat sho near the Lal Akbhada in the
Fatchpura arca ot Vadodara. The second case of stabbing was
reported 1n the Dandia Bazar arca of the city. The person, who
ran an English class at Apsara Apartments, was attacked at his
office in the atternoon. In Ahmedabad, Ghanibhai, who cooked
food for the 7,000 residents of the Shah Alam Relief Camp,
was brutally killed by vouth from just outside the ghetto area,
where he had gone 1o buy a basket used to clean nice.

21 March 2002: Six persons were killed in renewed violence in
Ahmedabad. Five persons were killed in police finng at Kalupur,
(Usman Gham Memon, Anf Mansoon, Fakir Aakha Al Shaikh,
Mohammad Aslam, Mani), while one person was stabbed 1o
death in sporadic inaidents of violence 1in the Danapur, Karan)
and Shahpur arcas,

At Himmarnagar town, one shop was sct ablaze in the Moupura
arca when curfew was relaxed for women and children between
noon and 6 pm. Vatwa continued to remain under the gnp of
tension after the arson at Nava Chunaravas on Wednesday, when
two persons were killed 1n police finng.

19 March 2002: At least two people have been killed in police
finng in the Vatwa arca of Ahmedabad on Wednesday afternoon
and indefinite curfew has been clamped 1in Himmatnagar town in
Sabarkantha distnct. Mobs went on the rampage 1in Vatwa, torching
several hutments and cabins by finng petrol bombs before the
pohice moved 1n and restored order. Violence spread in
Himmatnagar town in Sabarkantha distnict, after the disappearance
of a bov sparked violence.

18 March 2002: Four persons, including two belongng to the
minonty commumry, were killed when police opened fire to disperse
mobs in Bharuch and Sabarkantha districts as tresh bouts of
communal violence hit parts of Gujarat, police sources said. Two
persons were killed and as many senously injured when police fired
on a stone-pelung mob in the sensiive Unda-Hapkhana locality of
Bharuch, which has been rocked by a fresh spell of violence since
vesterday. With thus, the death toll 1n the latest spell of violence in the
town, went up to four. Two persons were stabbed o death vesterday.

17 March 2002: Even 17 davs atter the Godhra carnage,
Ahmedabad has not calmed down. Incidents ot arson, noung and
loot were reported from the Dam Limda and Dudheshwar areas.
One person died in police finng while three others, including a
Home Guard of State Civil Defence, sustained senous stab wounds
in Danmi Limda. Around 2 pm, a 1,000-strong mob went on the
rampage and sct fire to two textle-dve manufactuning units in
Dani Limda. Prior to this, the mob also damaged three shops and
set ablaze four vehicles.
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Religious and cultural desecration

loated not more than 10 metres

B\ dpm. on March 8,02 a tarred road replaced o
from the Ahmedabad Commessioner of Police PC Pandet s beadguarters The shrne was torndown by marauding mobs allegediy under the direcuons

adtather ot Urdu poctny, Wal Guiar

¢ shrine ot the

of Guparat revenue mumister Hlaren Pandyva on the nzpheor March | That dav, a sattron tlag was embedded mnto the site where the shnne once stood
This flag was removed on the nght ot March 2 However, a callous povernment and an unprincipicd admmistranon partic pated mn the wdter ovbleration

of this cxltnrad monment uben they allnaed @ tarred rad fo be constrcted sver st On the mphtor March 3, the H0 vear old mosque owned by the Wakf board

and located at Anjah Cinema, was broken downin the presence of state munsters Haren Pandva and Anut Shais With deltbrate eviucism, m many

Lirckan: and e have also been held

wuch locations, the Hulladrya Haruman - not Hanuman ol has been mstalled there, an

The mosque of Mahk Asin Asas, Imadul Mulk: at Ahmedabad, bt the reyn of Sultan Mahmud Begada 1458 1511 has been destroved. A

protected monument built in stone, this structure was destroved wathin kours ar d with mulitin precision, inan Operation inve siving the use of a crane and

bulldozers. At around the same time, the mosque of Muhatiz Khan at Ahmedabad was also badh damaged

The Hague Convennon of 1954 (or the Convennion for the Protection of Cultural Propern in the Event of Armed Contliet; rece wrused that the
presenation « i “cultural hentage s of great importance tor all peoples ot the we yrld™ and that “damage o cultural propery belonging to any pe ple
whatsoever means damage to the cultural hentage of all mankind.” Indias asmaton 1o this convennon

In 1972, a protoce sl 1o this Conventon was adopted, which Wdenntied Ucultural henitape” as, among other things, “monuments, architectural
works, works of monumental sculpture and pannng, clements or structures of an archacological nature, insenpuons, cave dwellings and
¢ Fery State that had acceded

combinanons of teatures, which arc of ourstandmpe unn crsal value trom the pomnt o1 view ot huston, art or s

¢ duny of ensunnyg the idenntic

tor the Hague Convennon, it held, rec srnised thar e 0N, PrOLCCEOR, CONMCTVAtoN, presentation and transmission

to tuture generations of the cultural and natural hentage snuated o terneory, belongs prmanhy 1o that Stare it

stron that soupkt ro detine the circumstances under which an act cc ald

At its General Conference meetngan 2001, UNESCO adopted ares

bhe construed as a tenme agamst the common hentage of humanmy It raterated the need tor all member states 1o accede to and observe the

vanous conventions it had evolved over the vears. And i authonsed the Dircctor-General of the organisation to tormulate tor the next session ot
the General Conference, a “Diratt Declaranon™ which would detine the crrcumstances under whick: the “Intenuonal Destrucnon of Cultural

Herntage' could be deemed to have taken place.
K ]

The BIP-led government at the Centre s m flagrant detault of these conventions and norms of mternatonal conduct. The Chict Mimister ot

Gujarat is not simply guiley of enmes against hunmny, his men have led assaaits towhich the pohee have tarned a blind eve against the commsn

beritage of humanity

€. has through a wide nerwork o1 activists and wrters all over Craparar, ac cossed 2 comprehensive list of no less than 230 shanes—Darga
12 I 2%

and

Nuasnds that were destroned wsng dudiderzers and orames inust "2 hours hours that CM Narendr Modi <pent in perting the state “under control” Born in

Auraniabad i 1667, Wal Guparau s regagded as the tounder ot the modern Urdu poem. He rravelled widely and was also known as Wal Aurangabad:

- 1o Gruparat and wrote lovingiy o s centres, especially Surat. He dicd in Ahmedabad in 1707 on
t a tomb tor him in

or Wah Dakhan. [romcally, he was a trequent trav

one of numerous visits to the iy Then, the people o1 this remon, Guarar, subsenbene to g ncher and nclusive worldvew, bud

Ahmedabad and proudly Lud clam to his legacy by bestowang upon um the ntle of Wal Grusarate From te Sabmat statement released on Apnl 8

Among the other shnnes destroved 1s the tomb ot Ustad Favaz Khan Vadodara, which was artacked and wreathed in burning tvres in carly
4 !

March. Extensive damage has been inflicted on the fagade of the structure commemoranng a man whao the erstwhile ruling dvnaste ot Varodara
declared 1n 1912, was the greatest singer in the realm

atraned cadre and

Apart from the scale and brutalitv of the destruction itself, the publicned reacuons of members ot the saftron brigade reve

a deeply entrenched hate-dnven mundset. One such Paresh Patel told the medu, “Olar Hanuman

innot be kept here without sancutving the

FHanuman can

atmosphere. So puja is a must.” "We razed the masud day betore vesterday and today we are here 1o punty the place so that Hrudlac
bless his devotees here peacefullv” Boasung that he was parte o the mob that razed Nooran: Masped, high school dropout Patel savs that he wasn't a
waunch Hindu ull the Babn Maspd aftermath, “Lstaved in Naroda and there we had to po without mulk and food tor three davs 1es casier to talk ot
communal harmony sittng i air-comdinoned offices butif vou expenence the Mushm nrannyvou will realise how unsafe they are,” Patel, a father

of two, said. Patel sad that his children went without mulk and kept on crvng tor tood. T was ihless tor davs together and it was only Hindus who
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helped my famuly out. Now, it becomes my moral dury 1o do anvihing and evervthing tor the Hindu cause,” he added. 7The Asian Ape, March 3,02,




District wise Detail of Damage to mosques and dargahs in Gujarat

during communal violence which erupted on 28 Feb 2002

Ahmedabad Town and Ahmedabad District

1. Idgak Masnd, Idgah Chowk:, Damage, Loot and Arson

2 Mosque, Ma: Fatesha Darpah ( rirside Shakpur Garte, Damage,
Loot and Arson

3 MarvamBibr Histoncal Mosque, Varwa, Damage, oot and Arson
4 Dargah, LOC Rd Chandkheda, Razed to ground

5 Noorant Maspd, Naroda Pata, Loot, Damage and arson

6. Rehgious place, Chamanpura, Loot, Damuage and arvon

= Bandarvad Talav Masid, Vandaevad Talay, Vitwa, Razed o
Ground

8 Sanved Sabirall Dargak, Parasnagar, Razed 10 Ground

9 Hasan Shaheed Masnd, Varwa, Razed to Ground

10 Tsan Malk Shaku Maspd, Isanpur, Razed to Ground

11 Tomb ot Renowned Urdu poet Vali, Nr Shahtbaug, Police
Commussioner's Ottice, Razed 1o Ground

12 Madina Masud, Bhana-Paldi, Razed w Ground

13 Datar Bawa Chillo, Inside Maspd, Ourside Shahpur Gare, Razed
to Crround

14 4000 vears old Mosque, Mchndikuva Dudheshwar, Damage,
Loot and Arson

15 4iM0 vears old Tangar, Relynous Place, Mchndikuva Dudheshwar
Razed 10 Ground

R A Dargah, Peer Hazrat
Gebanshah Bawa (R.A), Vataman Road, Dholka, Razed 10 Ground
17 One Dargah, Nr Madhiva Dholka, Razed to Ground

1% Bhola Shaheed Mosque, New Cloth Market Sarangpur, Damage,

16. Peer Hazrat Samsuddin Bawa

].l"’r .lﬂ(l '\T\')I‘,
19 Rantwal: Mosque, Ravpur Chakla, Damage, Loot and Arson

200 Mosgue, Gandhi Road, Damage, Loot and Arson

1 Gebanshab Peer Mosque, Kahvan Mill Road, Damage, Loot and Aron
22 Akhlaks Mosgue, Bawla Road, Damage, Loor and Arson

3 Allama takiva Dargah, Asarva Bridee, Damage, Loot and Arson

ra

24 Mast Maspd, Saraspur, Damage, Loot and Arson

23 Allama takiva Dargah, Asarva Brdee Damage, Loot and Arson
26. Marnvam Mosque, Rajpur-Gomupur, Damayge, l.oot and Arson
27 Saras Peer Mazar, Bharta
2% Chalte Peer Dargaby, Shahebaugh, Damage, Loot and Arson

20 1 Ghoomta Kabarastan, Shabubaugh, Damage, Loor and Arson

300 Dargah, Ghandh: Chali, Meghaninagar, Razed 10 Ground

Paldi, Damage, Loot and Arson

31 Hap Peer Maspd, Astexlia, Rangat: Bazar, Damage, Loot and Arson
32 Futt Masud, Darapur, Damage, Loot and Arson

33 Peer kamal Dargah, Khadiva, Raupur, Damage, Loot and Arson
14 .\-[(\\\Ill(“ N NS
Arson

Bodwala College, Ahmd, Damage, oot and

35 Mosque, Opp. Tadkshal Pole, Damage, Loot and Arson

36 Mosque, B h Tankshal Pole, Damape, Loot and Arson

37 Mazar Biby Firdous Darpah, Varwa, Akmedabad, Damage, Loor
.\.')d Arson

IR Zatar Row House Masxd, Vaowa, Ahmedabad, Danugre, Loor and
\rson :

3. [sanpur Pattarvall Maspd, Isanpur. Vatwa, Damage, Loot and
Arson

40 Dada Tekra Masnd, Varwa, Ahmedabad, Damage, Loot

and Arson

41 Navapur Mosque, B h Dargab, Varwa, Damage, Loot and Arson
42 Sabarman Hhghway Mosque, Sabarman, Akmedabad, Damage,
[.oot and Arson

43 Sabarman Fhybway Kuerestn Masad, Sabarman Hlighway,
Damage, Loot and Arson

44 Shah Mchtuzkhan Maspd, Nr Madhuram Cinema, Ghee Kanta,
Damage, Loot and Arson

43 Idgabh, Kankana, Ahmedabad, Damage, Loot and Arson

46 Madina Mosque, Ansar Nagar, Rehmat, Nagar, Rakhial, Damage,
Loot and Arson

47 Naroda Mosque, Naroda, Damage, Loot and Arson

48 lamia Kansul Ulems Madrassa, Opp. Guan Cinema, Ansar Nagar,
Damage, Loot and Arson

49 Gebanshak Mehmoaodshah Dargah, Bapunagar, Damage, Loot and
Arson

500 Hasan Shaheed Maspd, Bapunagar, Damage, Loot and Arson

31 Malik Saban Dargah, Nr. Navlakha Bunglow Bapunagar |
Damage, Loot and Arson

32 Kabarstan Mosque, Amdupura, Damage, Loot and Arson

33, Bibima Kabarstan, Dargab, Asarva Yard Dargah, Damage, Loot
and Arson

34 Badima Dargah, Asarva Rahway Crossing, Damage, Loot and Arson
35 Dar Halima Mosque, Asarva, Damage, Lot and Arson

Amreli and Amreli Districs
Mosque— Dargah, Lathy Village, Amrely, Damage, Loot

and Arson

Bharuch Town and Bharuch District
1. Rebgrous Place, Fana Talav, Bharuch, Damage, Loot and Arson
2. Relignous Place, Lathi, Bharuch, Damage, Loot and Arson
3 Rebymous Place, Mahivad, Vagra, Damage, Loot and Arson
4 Mosque, Rahivad, Vagra, Damage, Loot and Arson
5 Mosque, Uday, Bharuch Threw bomb in mosque and caused damage
6. Dargak, Kanchl peeth, (kabutarkhana), Bharuch, Damage and arson
7. Maosque, Nr. Bank ot Baroda, Damage to Minarets
% Mosaue, Raparpadi Ta. Jhagadiva, Carpets burnt, Holvbook desecrated
9 Mosque, Ananda Ta. Ankleshwar, Carpets burnt, Holvbook descerated
10, Daargah, Kavitha Village, Ta. Bharuch, Damage and loot

Bhavnagar Town and Bhavnagar District
I Memon Masnd, 1n Kapra, Bhavnagar, Razed to Ground
2 Darual Ulum Madrassa, Akwada, Bhavnagar, Damage, Loot and Arson

Dahod_town and Dahod District

1. Relynous Place, Dahod, Damage, Loot and Arson

2. Religous Place, Santrampur, Dahod, Damage, Loot and Arson

3 Relimous Place, Konl Village Santrampur, Damage, Loot & Arson
4 Mosque, Two Dargahs, Sant Village, Santrampur, Damage, Loot
.md Arson

3 Sahrd Sadiz Bawa and Kul, Sahid Bawa Mazar-e-Shant,
Santrampur, Lunawada Road, Damage, Loot and Arson

6 Mosque, Mota Samaiva, Village Santrampur, Damage, Loot and Anon
" Mosque, Fatchpura, Sukhsar, Sanjeh Village, Razed to Ground

# Makhdum Grasuddin Vali, Navgaja Peer Dargah, Gothil Village,
Santrampur, Razed to Ground

9. Shalid Val Dargah, Bhameta Village, Santrampur, Razed to Ground
10, Hanm Shah Bawa Dargah, Sarsan Village, Santrampur,

Razed to Ground

11 Madrassa, Navi Vasahat Sant Village Santrampur, Damage and Loot
12, Dargah, Lunawada, Razed to Ground

13, Dargahs, Madrassa, Mosques, Dahod, Santrampur, Damage,
l.owot and arson

Gandhinagar Town and Gandhinagar District

1. Gebanshah Peer Dargah, Razed to Ground

2 Maosque, Adala), Gandhinagar, Razed to Ground

3 Two Dargahs, Pansar, Gandhinagar Razed 1o Ground

Hazear Saved Bawa 'R.A} Nooram Maspd, Saath Shahid Bawa
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[Yargah, Nandol Road, Dahegam, Damage, 1.oot and Razed to Ground
3 Gebanshah Peer Dargah Mosque, ST Stanon Nandol Road,
Dakegam Damage, Loot and Razed to Ground

Godhra Town and Panchalmahal Districs
1 Husen: Maspd, Jumma Maspd, Giuva Masnd, Nanvel Maspd,
Khad: Faha, Godhra,Damage By Police
2 Zakarnva Maspd, Timba Road, Gaodhra, Damage, Loot and Arson
3 Mosque, Madrassa, Pandarvada, Khanpur, Damage, [oot and Arson
4 Mosque, Madrassa, Khanpur, Damage, Loot and Arson
3. Two Dargahs, Lunawada, Damage, Loot and Arson
6 Mosque, Madrassa, Sargava, Mahud, Ta. Lunawada, Damage, Loot and
'\,'\l' m
7 Mosque, Madrassa, Hadmanva, Ta Lunawada, Damage, Loot and Arson
% Mosque, Madrassa, Kothamba Ta. Lunawada, Damage, Loot and Arson
9 Mosque, Madrassa, Koinchiva Ta. Lunawada, Damage, Loot and Arson
111 Mosque, Madrassa,Bediva Ta. Lunawada, Damage, Loot and Arson
11 Mosque, Madrassa, Napanva Ta. Lunawada, Damage, Loot and Amson
12 Dargah, Kharol Ta. Lunawada, Damage, Loot and Arson
13 Mosque, Madrassa, Mor Undhara Ta. Sahera, Damage, Loot and Arson
14, Mosque, Madrassa, Kavali Ta. Sahen,Damage, Loot and Arson
15, Maosque, Madrassa, Narsana Ta. Sahen, Damage, Loot and Arson
16. Mosque, Madrassa, Khatakpura Ta. Sahen, Damage, Loot and Arson
Mosqgue, Madrassa, Buchavarra Ta. Kadana, Damage, Loot and Arson
18 Ibadatgah, Malvan Ta. Kadana, Damage, Loot and Arson
19 Mosgue, Madrassa Aajkav Ta. Santrampur, Damage, L.oot and Arson

Kheda Town and Kheda District

Hazrat Utavalshah Peer/R.A) Hazrat Shikaru Peerbava Mazar,
Matar Road, Kheda, Razed to Ground
2. Grebanshah Peervall Mazar Daudshah Peer Mazar, Kheda, Razed o
Ground
3. Hazrat Aala Sasved Bawa(R.A), Ambav, Thasra Galteshwar Road,
Razed to Ground
4 Hazrat Kadarshah Bawa Dargah, Vadad Chowkadi, Kheda, Razed
10 Ground
3 lumma Maspd, Nr. Tower, Thasra, Damaged by Stonc throwing &
throwing of burning rags
6. Relynous Place, Dakor, Kalsar, Vanakbon, [);un:,g_cd, 1oot and Arson
7 Mosque, Madrassa Mambu-ul- Ulum, Kheda, Bawla Highway,
Damaged, Loot and Arson
8. Hazrat Panchpeer Bawa (R.A) Dargah Sanf, Dakor Railway
Stanon, Razed o Ground
9. Dargah Mosque, Inside Bazar, Dakor, Damaged, Loot and Arson
10 Madrassa Mansurul Ulum, Hazrat Taz Badshah, [):lrg:lh Hazrat
Memoodshah Peer, (Peer Limbdo), Apadwan, Damaged, Loot and
Razed to Ground
!1 Hazrat Bal Shaheed Peer Dargah Dasalwada, Balapeer, Gebanshah
peer Dargah Kapadwan), Damaged, Loot Razed to Ground
12 Dangah, Kathal Kapadwany cross roads, Kapadwan, Razed to Ground
13 Madrassa and Mosque, In Ukardi Muvada, Kapadwan,Damage,
[.oot and arson

14 Mosque and Dargah, Dasalwada Kapadwan Damage | Loot and Arson

WL
1. Gebanshah Dargab, Nr. Bus Stanon, Junagadh, Razed 1o Ground
2 Madrassa, Dodasa, Kodmnar, Damage

Mchsana Town and Mchsana District
1. Hazeat Mamusab/R.A), Unava, Mchsana, Razed to Ground
2 Ma Palli Dargah, Unava, Mchsana, Razed to Ground
3. Mosque, Maktupur, Mchsana, Damage, Loot and Arson
4. Dargah,Unjha, Razed to Ground
5 Madrassa, Bechani, Damage, Loot and Arson
6. Bazaraah Maspd Tree Gatewal Maspd, Patan Damage, Loot and Amson
Maspd, Three Dargahs, ldgabh, Kabarstan Unjha, Loor and Arson
B Noormanpeer's Dargah, Mahervada Village, Razed o Ground

9. Hazrat Balapecr Dargah Mancky Sanved Dangah, Kady, Razed to Ground
10. Rapvapeer Dargah, Vida), KadiRazed to Ground

11. Bhakuadwad: Maspd, Bhakradwad, Kadi, Damage, Loot

and Arson

12. Hazrat Moniapeer Dargah, Mchsana, Razed 1o Ground

13. Hazrat Balu Daraj(R.A)'s Dargah, Hazrat Alvapeer (R.A)'s
Dargah, Vijapur, Razed to Ground

14.Hazrat Panchpeer Dargah, Hazrat Davalshahpeer Dargah, Ladol,
Mahsana, Razed to Ground

15.Hazrat Davalshahpeer no Chillo, Sunderpur, Mchsana,

Razed 1o Ground

16.Moja peer’s Dargah, Bhagvan Nagar Soc, Razed 1o Ground
17.Mosque, Unjha, Loot and Arson

18 Mamusab, Unjha, Loot and Arson

N i Diitic

1. Kevadiva Colony Maspd, Kevadiva Colony, Damage, Loot and Arson

w

1.Dargah Chilla, Outside Patni Darwaja Radhanpur, Damage, Loot
and Arson

2 Madrassa, Danta, Damage, Loot and Arson

i Raikot Distsi

. Bapu Bawapeer Dargah, Jangaleshwar, Rajkot, Razed to Ground
. Dangah, Nr. Unnversiy Campus, Gandhxdham, Rajkot, Razed to Ground
Madhapar Dargah, Rajkor, Madhapar, Razed to Ground

- g -

S T i s Distei
Relignous Places, Rander Pandscra, Udhna, Damage, Loot and arson

. Rebgrous Places, Lumbayat, Surat Damage, Loot and arson

. Religious Places, Bardol, Stauon Road, Damage, Loot and arson

- PO -

1. Kabarstan Maspd, Prant, Damage and Loot

2. Relgious Places, Himmatnagar, Damage and Loot

3. Nagina Maspd, Hazrat Balapeer Mazar, Champagali, 1dar, Damage
and Loot

4. Hazrat Gebanshah Peer Dargah, Mathasur, Idar, Razed to Ground
5. Mosque, Dargah, B/hTown Hall, Modasa, Damage and Loot

6. Musatir Peer(R.A) Dargah, Mcghra) Road, Modasa, Razed to Ground
7. Hazrat Gaz Gadgad Shah/R.A), Hazrar Makk: (R.A) and Hazrat
Ganeshpur, Madnm Bawa (R.A) Dargah, Alshan Madni Maspd,
Maodasa, Damage, [oot and arson

8. Mosque, Dargah, Harsol Village, Talod, Damage and loot

9. Joravar Shah{R.A) Dargah, Garden Arca, Himmatnagar, Razed
to Ground

10, Mosque, Epioda, Meghra), Razed to Ground

11. Hazrat Alip Hajrat Valg Dargah, Mcghra), Modasa Road, Razed
to Ground

12, Mosque, Dhansara, Damage and Loo

13, Mosque, Kadwar, Malpur, Damage and Loot

Vadodara Town and Vadodara District
1. Two Religrous Places, Bhadra, Damage, Loot and arson
2. Mir Bakar Al Mosque, On Pratap Road, Damage, Loot and arson
3. Shahs Alef Mosque, Makarpura Cross Road, Razed o Ground
“Near Police Parade Ground)
4. Chotts Khas Paga Mosque, Under Pratap Nagar Bndge, Razed to
Ground
(within 100 m. from the Pratap Nagar Police Traiming college)
5. Dargah, Near Bakaravadi, Razed to Ground
6. Sahenshah Bawa Dargah, B/h Avurvedit, Dispensan, Panigate,
Razed to Ground
(Less than 200 m. trom the police stanon)
7. Hazrat Peer Dargah, Nr. Small Vegetable Market | Vads, Razed to
Ground




% Badr Hazrar Shah Dargah, Mental Hospital, Darwaja, Kareh
Baugh, Razed to Crround

About 1km from Bahucharay police chowks, Navi Dharn)
9 Gaben Shaheed Dargah, Nt Savagn Hospital Darwaga, Razed to
Ground

1 Meer Bakarvall Mosque, In Mcerwada, Roapura, Damage, 1ot
and arson

Within 250 mts from two police chowskses [Shivapura and Dandia

RBazar]

11 Salatwada Mosque, In Salarwada Road Mohalla, Damage, Loot
and arson

1.ess than 150 meters from the police stauon;]

12 Madina Mosque, B 1 NagarwadaDamage, Loot and arson

13 Kishan Vad: Mosque, Pamgate, Damage, Loot and arson

Within 1 km trom the police stanon)

14 Misrvkw Kabarstan Mosque, B/k Mo Talav, Vadi, Razed to Ground
15 Tatmra Kabrastan, B/h Nagarwada, Damage, Loot

About 3040 m. from Kareli Baug chowky, Navi Dhart;)
16 Village Mosque, Randhavpura Village, Damage, Loot and arson
1™ Dargah, Nr. Shihora Bhagol Savh, Razed 10 Ground

15 Dargah, N Pami Tanky, Savl, Razed to Ground

19 Relynous Places, Desar, Santha Saal, Damage, Loot and arson
20, Rebgious Places, Desar, Santha Saal, Akkaliva, Champancr,
Sopda, Saviy, Damage, Loot, arson and Razed to Ground
21 Mosques, Madrassa, Kapoon Chowkdi, and surrounding Villages,
Razed 10 Ground

22 Mosque, Panvad, Chota Udepur, Razed to Ground

Anand Town and Anand District
1. Dargah, Anand, Razed to Ground

2 Mosque, Dargah, Mogn Village, Damage, Loot and Razed to Ground

Mosque, Navh Village, Damage, Loot and arson

4 Mosgue, Dargab, Chikhodra Vallage, Damage, Toot and arson

5 Mosque, Bedva Village, Damage, Loot arson

6 2 Madrassa, Dargah, Kabrastan, Sarsa Village, Damagre, Loot and arson,
= 2 Maspd, Dargah Khambolage Village, Damage, Loot and arson

% Oliva Peer Mazar, Saif Al Bawa, Mazar, Haz Gazi, Bawa Mazar,
Mosque and Madrassa, Aoxd Village, Damage, Loot and arson

9 Mosque, Mogar Village, Damage, oot and arson
1 Masque, Kunaray Village, Damage, Loot and arson

11 Masped, Dargah, Kabrastan, Sandeshar Village, Damage, Loot

Damage by bulldozer

12 Darmb. Anand Dist, Dantal, Nadiad, Razed 10 Ground |

Damage by bulldozer
13, Jebanskab Peer Dangak, In Unaranda, Nadiad Road, Razed € srourd

14 Masid, Sanved, Tatarah Samsuddin, Bapu Dargah, Chaklast,
Nadiad, Damage, Loot and arson

15 Mosque, Limbas Matar, Ta, Damage, Loot and arson
16. Dargah, Mosque, Narol Village, Borsad, Damage, Loot and arson

1™ Mosqgue, Madrassa, Kavitha Village, Borsad, Damage, Loot and arson

18 Nagina Maspd, Fatema Maspid, Nadiad, Damage, Loot and arson
Installed Hanuman 1dol

19 Maspid, Santaram Market, Nadiad, Damage, Loot and arson

2(+ Religron Place, Chadvdi Bazar, Petlad, Damage, Loot and arson
21. Religion Place, Borsad, Damage, Loot and arson

22, Relignon Place, Bochasan, Borsad, Damage, Loot and arson

23. Religon Place, Bandhani, Borsad, Damage, L.oot and arson

24, Voharwad Maspd, Madrassa, Nr. Town Hall, Petlad, Damage,
[.oot and arson

25. Mosque, Relynous Place, Pandol, Petlad, Damage, Loot and arson
26. Mosque, Sunav Village, Petlad, Damage, Loot and arson

27. Two relgous Place, Nargam, Petlad, Damage, Loot and arson
28. Balamshah Peer Dargah, Shahpur, Petlad, Razed to Ground

29. Maspd, Dargah, Madrassa, Kabrastan, Sarsa Village, Petlad,
Damage, [.oot and arson

30. Mosque, Dargah Bochasan, Petlad Damage, Loot and arson

31. Mosque, Kansan, Petlad, Installed 1dol

32. Talpasha Vah dada, Dargah, Masjd, Pandoh Village, In Khandan,
Petlad, Damage, Loot and arson

33, Mosque, Padgol, Petlad

34. Mosque, DargahJharola Village, Borsad, Razed to Ground

35. Balapeer and Gebanshah Peer Dargah, Gana Village, Anand,
Razed to Ground

36. Maspd, Kabrastan, Gebanshah Peer Dargah, Vasad Village,
Anand, Razed 10 Ground

37, ldgah, Kabrastan, Hugaro, Bhetanst Vanta, Aanklayv, Damage,
[oot and arson

38, Gebanshah Bawa Fensingvad Dargah, Mosque, Aanklay, Damage,
L.oot and arson
39, Mosque, Bharel Village, Petlad, Razed to Ground

40, Davalshah Peer, Danvasaab Chillo, Kabrastan Varando, Maspd,
Bharel Village, Petlad, Damage, Loot and arson

41. Mosque, Sisva Village, Borsad, Razed to Ground

42, Kabrastan, ldgah, Imanshahpeer, Dargah, Dhansa, Peer Baba
Dargah, Vadod Vilage, Nr Anand, Damage, Loot and arson

43 Maspd, Idgah, Balapeer Dargah, Rasnol Village, Anand, Damage,
Loot and arson i

44, Mosque, Bandham Village, Petlad, Razed to Ground

45. Mosque, Mahelav Village, Petlad, Razed to Ground

46. Mosque, Jhalundh Village, Khambhat, Razed to Ground
47 Relygmous Place, Peeplag Village, Damage, Loot and arson
48. Rehygous Place, Navapura Village, Damage, Loot and arson
49. Religous Place, Bhume! Village Damage, Loot and arson,
50. Idgah, V' Nagar, Anand, Razed to Ground

51. Relynous Place, Parage, Petlad, Razed 10 Ground

52. Religtous Place, Kaniva, Petlad, Razed to Ground

53, Mosque, Vallabhnagar, Nadad, Razed to Gro wnd

COMMUNALISM COMBAT +« MARCH-APRIL, 2002
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Economic decimation

HINDU &1

Wahan tactory memn aag lagr bar, GIDC mem o hamne

hat. . tactory fundie muslemg mix the, 15 meint o & partner il tha, naks ke
wab partners bundu the. In GIDC, atactonv s on tire. .. ves..atis on
tirc... the factory was jomntly owned by Hindus and Mushims, in

this tactory, one partner was a Mushm and the rest were Hindus,

A policeman interviewed on Realiny bytes, Star News,
March 9, 2002,

Thc sheer brutality of the loss of hite and the indignity wath
which the kilings have been orchestrated cloud a maor monve
behind the genocidal attacks on the Muoshim minoriy in Guparat:
cconomic decimation. The Mushm community in Gujarat 1s one
ot the most prosperous in the country and its contnbution o the
economy of the state 1s pivotal The tact that the cconomy of this
secnon of the populanon has been made adirect target suppeests a
deeper and long term motve behind the destrucuon,

Soon atter the attacks were launched, atter the ceremomal anger
displayed at the Civil hospiral, Sola, mobs ranging trom 3 20,000
in urban and rural areas alike and tollowing the same broad methods,
reduced to ashes large tactornies, farm houses, tarm lands, paper
mulls, duiads markets, hotels, restaurants, shops and amy atber iuines
enterprises oumed iy, Mushms. A primary estumate of cconomic losses

suttered by the Mushm nunonty s put at Rs. 3 8001 ¢crores.

Solvent and chemical powders were used to ensure that the job
was done thoroughly. In more than tive locanons, trom private
tactones to GIDC areas across six districts that this wnter travelled,
rraces of these packets of p weder were tound: | dlkvlri\ Spl(c Falling
Compound, CACT TAC NO 1063 1T 1702 99 manufactured by
Lakshmi Telecom product, Shed number 68 A TDA Mallapur,
Hvderabad; SEA GEL Spice Filling compound manutactured at
SCS PERU products Plot 12 1DA, Hyderabad. In cach plice, three
chemucals appear to have been used to ensure a degree ot heat that

1s so hugh as to guarantee complete destrucnion,
Primary claims of economic loss by Muslims
Total Esumated financial loss: Rs. 38000 crores

[. On February 28, 112 large mobs idennticd by wirnesses as
weanng saffron bands and often led by some known leaders of the
BIP, VHP and Bajrang Dal, started pathening from 10am. 1o 12
noon and planning sclecove attacks on nunonne owned
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cstabhshments. In Ahmedabad, this selecnve destrucnon has been
widely documented. This list of some prominent ones illustrates

the point:

1. Mot Mahal, a three star hotel, situated not tar tor the
Comnmussioner of Polices Office, Shahibay, Ahmedabad

2. Alta Restaurant, opposite Gaurn Cinema, Odhay, Ahmedabad
3. Ashish Restaurant, opp Gaur cinema, € ddhav, Ahmedabad
4. Tulsi Restaurant, Gulbar Tekra, Ahmedabad

5. Hotel Signor, Sarkhey, Gandhimagar Fhighway, Ahmedabad

O. Tasty Restavrant, near Judees Bungalow, Bodakey,
Ahmedabad

T Kabir restaurane, Pp Doordarshan, Thalter, Abhmedabad

x

-Metro shop, CG Road, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad

9. Cona Shoe Shop, Sardar Pate] Mumcipal Market, Navrangpura,
Abmedabad

1o Navrang Restaurant, Dove In Road, Near Vitay Cross Road,
\hmedabad

The destruction of two estabhshments at CG Road, a posh
arca Ahmedabad are dlumianng. Both the Pantaloon Showroom
and the Hero Honda Shop were targetted. The Pantaloon
Showroomis a partnership ot | [indus and Mushms, with a Mushm
ownmg onlyaten per cent share, The Copper Chimney restaurant s
owned by a Hindu Punjabu Towas targetted. The intelhgence wings
behind the artackers had tound out that the owner had recently
syrmed a deal with a Shakh inthe Gult,

While clectoral rolls have been used dunng the ann-Sikh pogrom
i Delhirin 1984 and the anu Mushm pogrom in Bombav in
December 1992 January 1993, the depth ot informaton which the
attacking mobs 1 Gujarat had about businesses, involved the
Registrar of Companies, the Revenue and the Sales Tax
departments. This s a severe indictment of these wings of the
State, which were used 1o gather intelhgence tor ennunal acuvin

11, Simularly, € € has collecred extensive Teports ot selective
damage to other businesses and properties in other cies ke Rajkot,
Vadodara, Surat, Bhavnagar, Junagadh, Palanpur, Nadiad,




Fimmuamagar, Mehsana, Visnagar and Unjha, The extent and scope
of this mususe can only be gauged atter an mguiry s undertaken,

through an Independent Commussion appomnted by a Court,

It 18 teared that the widespread violence and destraction will
also scare away both internal and toreen investors trom the state.
Fven the cars of the General Motors amir i Halol 60 ks trom
Gaodhra have not been spared. Several process houses and small
tactones located i the industnal areas of Narol Varwaand Naroda
on the outskires of Ahmedabad civ had suttered heavy losses on
the dav of the Guarar bandhb, as the tinshed goods lvng o

godowns were seton tire.

In this connection, a irst Informanan Repaort has been tiled

naming BIP MEA Mre Mava Kotdan:, VHP Viee President of

Gujarat umt, Dr. Jaudeep Parel and several others

I The industnes in the GIDO estates ar Godhbra, Kalol near
Ahmedabad, Halol in Panchmahal and i the adioming Vadodara
district bore the brunt ot this destrucnon, Sinularly, texule units in
Ankleshwar and other industnal anies in Bharuch distner suttered
hupe losses. According to Narendra Brahmburtt, president ot the
Ahmedabad Hotel and Residentss Assocraton, that the Hlowe! sector
alone, has suttered a staggenng loss of Rs, 260 crores. Losses ot R,

Gl crore were suttered by supphers 1o the hotel mdustry, As many as
6,700 workers belonging to the majoriy communiny have been
armed

rendered jobless due to the burning and aron by tanane

militias
Derails of Losses Suffered:
*A Rs

industries and commerce.

3.0000 crore loss due 10 the close down of \]le\',

*The Guparat Chambers of Commerce and Industry purs the
1.1.;.:121(' at Rs. 20000 crores.
Hotel Industry
Approvimarely 1130 hotels have been barnt or looted on the
Nanonal Highway from Vapr to Vadodara and on o Palanpur
The total estumated loss to property and imvestment s Rs, 2000
prog

crores
*A Rs 60 crore loss tor the Hotel Indusery ar Abmedabad

*A Rs. 500 crore property loss due to hotels and resturants
bemng: burnt down in Bhavnagar, Ahmedabad, cte.

At least 2000000 workers 1 the Hotel Indasery have been

rendered jobless and many are missing.

T oRH) Raban bovs are jobless because of Mushm botels being
burnt and destroved, according 1o Tejabha, a Raban leader

Transport

The transport godowns on the Nanonal Fhighway have sattered
damages 1o the tune of Re 12 crores

Transport operators belongine to Ahmedabad, Surar, Vadoxdara
Godhra and Himmatnagar, whose trucks were burnt on the
Navonal Highway, have sutfered a loss of about Rs 60 crores,
Esumates sav that over 1000 trucks were burnt.

The truck operators” Insurance Clams amount to Rs. 830 crores,

*More than Rs. 10 crore lost due to the burning down ot 6t
Opel Astras parked outside the GM Motors Umie ar Halol,

*Rs. 4 crore lost duc to the burnt He nda Citvand Accord tleet
ot cars at the Landmark Honda showroom ar Thalte), Gandhinagar.

=20k ewo wheelers and 40000 cars were burnt

Insurance Clums to the tune of approximatelyv Rs, B 000 crores
Fave been lodpeed by the owners of nwo, three and tour wheelers.

*The Graparat State Road Transport Corparation esumated 4
lossof Re 1250 crores and Transport comparues have lost business
amountny to Rs. 70 crores,

Industry

Halol 17 18 tactones destroved

Varwas AL Mushim owned tactonies in GIDC area destroved

Mehsana: All Mashm owned tactones destroved

Dabiod Godhra: Larpe factonies destroved

Noaroda Frumr Markes Musime owned Fruit Markets destroved

koabad Marker, Ahmedabad: destroved

The tactomes which have suttered extensive damage and who are
in the insured factonies st have booked clams worth Rs. 400 crores,

Agriculture

On Nanonal Highwav No.o 8, about 90 per cent of the
commercial establishments, including small shops, godowns and
tactories have been completelv wiped out.

standing crops in the districts of Panchmahal, Mchsana and
clsewhere, have been burnt by the miscreants.

The motors nstalled i their fields for drawing water have been
stolern.

Textile
*Rs 10N crore lost in Surat due 1o the damage to texule and
wdloom mulls,

Miscellaneous

“Nore than Rs. 2 crores lost in the damaye to the Lucky Film
Studio ’

*Hundreds of crores lost due to the arson of thousands of
houses and buildimges

* A Handloom Expowas onin Ahmedabad when the Godhra
tragedy took place. All the Mushm artusans from Kashnur and
West Bengal were attacked and their displavs destroved.

Who will pay for this wanton destruction?

Demuands trom the State:

Interest tree loans should be provided to the traders and
businessmen who have lost all therr property.

I)l\l).lr\.!l should l)c' At l;\ [\rlr-rll\'

led claims

“These fyrares were computed by the wnter atter detas
were heard trom ditferent reliet camps 1in Ahmedabad )

IVINow that the overt physical violence has had 1o stop (though
\hmiedabad continues to summer |, a svstematic economic boveortt
has been launched agnst Mushms in many parts of Gujarat. In
Mehsana and Sabarkantha distniets, truck and auto dnvers are tacing
asevere ccononne boveott thanks to the machinanons of polincians
ke Ninn Pandva trom Kadih o who are also state cabinet muinisters,
In Vadodara, there have been over two dozen instances of Mushims
bemy told by Hindu owners not to come to work the next dav. The
1ssue of cthie cleansig remams a live one, though the overt
violenee appears to have ceased. Tt continues i many ditferent
torms, cconomic deamanon, threat to hite and cconomic boveott
all eclements that contnue to be a cnppling reality tor the minonny

in Gujarat todav,

See Pamphicr Parion’ section on economic baycotf).
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Who does Gujarat belong to?

Ynur famous poct and social histonan Narmadashankar Lalshankar (who died in 1886) 1s remembered tor his
great poem ‘Jay Jay Garrt Guparat', in which he celebrated all those cultural icons which pre wided a sense of denuty to
all who hived in Gujarat. In asking “who does Gugarat belong tot” he histed all the castes, communities, religions, sects; then
says, not just these, because Gujarat does not belong to any particular group; he conunues, that Gujarat belongs to all
those who speak Gujarau; and then, not satistied, goes on to say that Gujarat also belongs to non—Hindus, the Parsis,
Mushims and the non “re—rerna” communitics. Narmad believed  passionately that, around such a cultural imaginanon
— truly secular 1n spint — a sense of belonging could be forged for the Gujarau people. Narmad followed a great Jain
tradition of compassion and tolerance; and Gandhi followed Narmad, converung a whole naton to espouse the idea
of “ahimsa.” So what has brought this great tradition, in this great State, to a point where a recent documentary utle
sums up the present situation; “Genoade i the land of Gandhi?” It may be best, though distasteful, to confront cerrain
facts directly. The more openly we speak about these, the more likely we are to be able to deal with them:

» The hornfic incident at Godhra was a cnime against humamty and 1t1s to be utterly condemned. Its culprits need
1o be found, med and dealt with 1n the most severe way that our laws provide, including 1f necessary with the death
penalty. In the words of Professor Bandukwala “whoever committed that crime was surely one of the worst enemices
of the Mushms.”

» The avil disorder in Ahmedabad, as 1t escalated into a combination of lootung, arson and attacks on people,
quickly revealed one clear pattern: that the maximum number of atrocities were committed against Muslims and
Dalits.

»  The vernacular press in Gujarat plaved a highly regrettable role in the run up to, and during, the disturbances.
Many Mushim establishments bearing non-Muslim names, were specifically listed by these papers; and all of these were
subsequently torched to cinders.

7  Anamazing de—humarnisation could be seen in the behaviour of those on the streets. Most were voung in age -
in their twenties or less. To hear 12 and 15 vear old boys screaming for rape and murder, reflects a brutalisauon that
is difficult to comprehend in a land that was the breeding ground of “ahimsa.” A new and disturbing trend is now to
hear women also expressing themselves in support of brutal retnbuuon.

» As the genoade spread from Ahmedabad to other cities and the countryvside, a systematic attempt could be seen
to target and destrov the economic base of the Mushm community.”

— Cyrus Guzder, CMD Air Freight, Is Secudarism Good for Business? Speaking at CII, Ahmedabad.

What is a government clected for? If they can’t protect innocent lives... then they should go. Which kind of
government allows the killing of women and children? With due respect, 1 think the home minister and even the Pime
Minister should take their share of blame. It's a nauonal failure. Riots have damaged India’s reputanon more in the
international forum than what is happening 1n Pakistan. Do we need to always sabotage our own chances of growth
and internatonal goodwill?

Indian corporates must come out in re-building Gujarat. The way we have done atter the Bhuy earthquake, We
can open community centres, (re)build burnt-down houses and educate children who have been orphaned. We at
HDFC will certamnly do our bie.”

— Deepak Parekh, chairman, HDFC.

Gumrat's image as a progressive state has taken a beaung because of the recent communal niots. Don’t underestmate
the homework that mulunation companies (MNCs) do on their potental investment desunatons, especially in terms
of the city nisk. They will not set up operations 11 Ahmedabad or Gujarat because the nisk is too high.”

— Azim Premiji, WIPRO chief, at IIM Ahmedabad.
A.rc we ostriches burving our heads in the sand? We frown upon inter-religious marnages but rape women; talk of

vegetananism and don't even spare children. Such barbaric acts by a few destroy the country’s image. What's more
fnghtening 1s educated people justifving violence.”
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— Anu Aga, chairperson, Thermax Ltd. and chairperson, CII, Western Region .
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Attacks on the Media

*.would also appeal o the media to do their bit. The
media ts supposed to pive subdued coverage 1o such volaule
situanions..... It vou show dead bodies and then idenoty which
communry the bodies belong to then instead of plaving the
role of reducing tensions vou are actually provoking people ™

Arun Jaitlev (Telephonic conversaton in Ie gz,
March 1, 02,

(Note: This appeal from a central government munister 1s

ironic, given the fact that the dead bodies of murdered &ar

seraks were brought to the Civil Hospital, Sola, Ahmedabad
on the morning of February 28, by his own partymen in the
state, led by CM Narendra Modi — who declared thas
intenuon on Akashwani radio — preaisely to generate tensions
and provoke the people.)

Journalists covenng communal nots in the country over
past decades have nouced a sea change in conditons of work
and the nisks they run over the past decade and a halt. Prior
to 1992, when communal violence did not involve the
mobilisation of large mobs/cadres, a reporter doing his ther
dut}‘ could move around wiath the expectation of reasonable
Impunty.

The street vandalism visible 1n
the Avodhva movement, where
bands of unruly cadres ruled the
streets, unchecked by the long arm
of the law, changed all that. In
1992, as the Babr Masjid was
demolished, several reporters,
correspondents and mediapersons
were brutally attacked. The
motve: 1o destroy their attempt
at documenung the whodunrt story.

Gujarat 2002 saw some of these tendencies being
directed at the media. CM Narendra Modi himselt made
repeated and veiled threats about the television coverage
bv national channels ke NDTV (Star Newsj and Aaj Tak.
He even attempted a ban on the channel which did not
quite work. The correspondents of the television channels
worked against great odds. For over four vears now,
sections of the Gujarati language press and the Enghsh
language newspapers have been their protession proud.
During the genocide that ripped through Gujarat, one ray
of hope was the consistency with which reporters and
correspondents have stood by their metier: in the context
of the crosion of all other democratc msututions within
Gujarat, the part plaved by large sections of the media
shines like a beacon of hope.

‘(media) are all out to pull my

On February 28, Bharpava Pankh of ZEE TV along with
his cameraman, was attacked because the attackers thought
that he was documenung proot of indmiduals who led the
mobs, Dibang trom Aa) Tak was attacked near the Kabadi
Market on March 2. Rajdeep Sardesar and Star TV were
threatened and attacked. ANS staft was attacked. Two
correspondents of NITV, Sanjav Singh and Samay Rokhade
were held at Bhavnagar for tive hours. Thev were terrorsed
and traumansed by a band of Bajrang Dalis who kept tauntng
them, asking, should we kill vou, should we not?

On Aprl 3, 02,
\hmedabad, Ms. Sonal Kellogg, along with the reporter of
a Surat-based daily, was beaten up by the police in the
Mariam Bibi Ni Chawli area in Gomutipur, When she
complained to the deputy comnussioner of Police [Zone V]

the Asian Ape crime reporter 1n

R_] Savani, whom she knew quite well, all he said was that
“1t mught have been a mistake.” When she protested to the
Police Commissioner PC Pandev 1in his ottice, he was
dismussive, “Don’t bother me...l don't have ume. . .file a
complaint 1f vou want.” As the journalist herselt puts i,
Iy pullt‘cmcn can be so brutal towards journalists on duty,
their behaviour with ordinary
citizens could be so much more
atrocious. It s a piry that the police
in Gujarats either a mute spectator
Or 1t hiiril\\‘:\ ilﬂd tortures imnnocent
pec ple.”

Firve davs later, on Apnl 8, 02, the
Ahmedabad police, which had failed
to control mob violence over the past
33 davs, severely assaulted about two
dozen reporters and photographers
at the histonie Gandhi Ashram. The
journalists, who had assembled to cover two peace meetngs,
including one attended by Medha Patkar, were beaten up
ruthlessly. Leading his men was Depury Commussioner of Police
VM Parghu

Three of the mediapersons, including The Indian
Express photographer Harsh Shah, NDTV cameraman
Pranav Joshi and E-TV reporter Harshal Pandva were
sertously injured. Pranav had to be admitted to the 1CU
at a prnivate hospital and his condinon 1s now stable. Aay
Tak correspondent Dhimant Purohit, who suffered a
fracture 1n his hand, NDTV reporter Sanjeev Singh,
Jansatta photographer Amut Dave, Guparat Samachar
reporter Ketan Trivedi, a photographer ot the same
newspaper Gautam Mehta and reporter Ashish Amin
were amongst the other vicums,




Dateline Gujarat

Inside Hindutva’s laboratory

The following brutal and violent acuons on the ground,
backed by state level policy decisions reveal how in tact the
current pohinucal dispensation has been running in direct
violation of the principals Of Cquity as enshrined in the Indian
¢ onstitunon and in fact like a laboratory ot Hosdunva, It proves
the ant democrate thrust ot Hendntras project.

Communalism Camiat has been tracking the slow erosion
of Consututional principles within government, the
administranon, the law and order machineny and, worst of
all, 2he pround leved reelmg of msecunty anong different sections of the
popudation, since the BIP began ruling there in carly 1998
The track record has been ominous, leading up ina sense, to
the current explosion. Guiarat, the laboraton ot a hate filled

;\uln:v\ was enving to happen.

Serious dilemma for law and order

machinery in Gujarat

Gujarat 1998-2002 presents a
genuine conthict between the rule ot
law as specified in the egahtanan
principles enshrined 1n the Indian
Constitution and the existence of a
pohucal dispensauon, the BIP backed
by at's hie squads hke the VHP, the
Bajrang Dal, the Hindu Jagran Manch
and now Shiv
September 2000 took the Mumbai
based Shiv Sena to Ahmedabad tor the
tirst tme! whose worldview and stvle

even the Sena

of functioning are partisan and
incgalitanan.

November 13, 1997 — August 16,
1998

There were over 40 recorded
incidents of assaults on praver halls
and churches belonging to Chnistians :
in the state. "The worst incidents were
the attacks on century old educatnonal insututons in Naroda
and Rajkot (the St Marv’s and [P Mission School, where
copies of the Bible were also burnt) and violent attacks against
religious assemblies, as well as four major inadents agamnst
Muslims in Randikpur and Sanjel that even involved Mushms
being foraibly evacuated trom their villages and their transport
businesses being usurped by secuons of the assalants

Another extremely offensive inadent was the torcible
exhuming of the body of Samuel Christian, a Methodist
Chnstian, by the VHP (ably assisted by BJP corporators -
Indian Foxpress dated July 27, 1998) simply because he was
buried n a bunal ground over which the local VHP-BJP
leadershup had only recendy begun a dispute.

April = July 1998

The state of Gujarat witnessed a spate of pamphlets
authored by the VHP, Guijarat, Hindu Jagran Manch, Gujarat
or simply anonymously, which systematically jusufied and
provoked inflammatory feclings and violence against
( hristans and Muslims. One such was titled “Baroda:Strong
protests and agitaton bv Hindu vouth
‘Christiamisanon and Blind Faith™ and appeared in the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad News, April 1998, 1in Gujaran, publlshcd
from Baroda. “Onwards Sanjell ~Let’s unite to put an end
to these unholy inaidents of Hindu women being sold in
Mushim countries-Let’s respond to bricks with stones’ dated

against

July 7, 1998 was published by VHP-Bajrang Dal, Sanjeh

o ommunalism Combat, October 1998, Welcome to Hindu
Rashtra). Keshubhai Patel’s sunt in power has been marked
by a plethora of such pamphlets, often reproduced full
by mainstream Gujarau papers. Neither the publishers of
these incendiary pamphlets nor the Gujarau papers have
attracted section 133a and 153b of
the Indian Penal Code, a section of
Jaw meant to guard against provoking
of violence against members of a
particular communty.

July 1998

The Gujarat government ruled by
the BJP, set up a Police Cell for
Monitoring Inter-Religious Marnages,
another step that 1s 10 clear violanon
of the Indian Constitution. An
announcement to this end was made
by the mimster of state for home,
Haren Pandya in the state assembly,
and also justified by him on the grounds
that such marriages were not made of
free choice but were forced on Hindu
women for ulterior mouves.

July-August 1998

The same state government disbanded another police cell
setup by a previous government to investigate atrocies against
wWomen.

December 1998

Dangs district in southern Gujarat saw Chrnistmas ume
being reduced to a ume of fear for the minority Christian
community, which was systematically terrorised by the BJP
VHP hit squads, On December 25, 1998 churches and
praver halls were attacked ar Gadvi village, Nadagkhadi
village, jamlapada village, Padalkhadi village and Dewan
Tembrun village.

The next day, attacks conunued at Karadiamba village and
Vaki village. On December 27, 1998, prayer halls and churches
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were destroved at Bordelr villare, Bhaondvibar vaillage,

Saverpada village, Gougen village, Mulchond village,
Lahankbhadmal village, Bharpada village, Raochand
village, Pipaldbad village and Karenppada village.

and order machinery, artacks

Undeterred by the law
continued nto the tourth, firth and <ixth davs on
December 29, 30 and January 3, 1999 respectively when
praver halls and churches ar Marhalbar village, JThalsod
village and Kasadbarn and Natvanuvat villape were
destroved by goon squads led by Janubba Pawar ot the

VHEP (¢, Conversions! January 1999

Incidentally, due 1o a pubhic outery, prime mumster Aral
Behar Vagpavee had then visited Dangs, atter which, imstead
of commentng on the tulure of the rule of Law, he called
tor a nanonal debate on conversions! Canrersni, € ommunaliim

Combat, |January 2000
February 2, 1999

A arrcular was sent out by the Director General of
Gujarat State, <showing a blatantly
PSPy and Pohice

collect selecnive

Police/Intelhgence
partisan attitude by the state.
Commissioners of Gujarat State to
intformaton about Chrstans and Mushms - From
Director of Police Intelhigence, Guyarat State, Abmedabad
Ret o Noc D2 - Hindu - [Date 02021999,

Issued by PB. Upadhvava. This circular  Communalism

Chrsti 835 99

Combat has a copyiwas Later issued tor Mushms, Following
protests by groups, the crrcular and the census was not
carncd out but 1t declared the mntent of the Gujarat
povernment against the nunorities 1 violated Arncle

14 and 15 of the Consutution.
February 16, 1999

Within davs of the tiest aircular, another 1:2 20 Com
8409 dared 1

contatning similarly offensve questnions about the Mushm

Mushm Actvin 20299 was also arculated,
minonty community, that was also i violaton ot the Indian

Consumnon.

Orgamsatons immediately approached the Guarar Haigh
Court tollowing which the arcular was withdrawn from
circulanon. However it has sull not been cancelled.

July 1999

On July 21-22, there was an outburst of communal
frenzy provoked by blatant communalisation of the Kargil
contlict, For two weeks betore that, trom Julv = and 11,
1999 the war at the border was evnically used by state
and central BIP tuncoonanies who needed to win an
clection i the state the followimg month, The death i

Mukesh Rathaod
Meghaninagar, was usced by the B[P MLA from the an

Kargil of an armv man, from

Harin Pathak and union munister LK Advan to lead rallies
through the citv accompanied by Rarhod’s bady, o
pencerate anti-Mushm venom on the ground. Slogans hike
b oto magara bap hukka har sarbad pe shasran ka, Nakch

par se nam mita do, papr Pakiizan ka” and “Kocen ie trlak

karn, poliyon se aarti; Pukarti bar seh cameen, pukarts Ma

Bharan,” proudly wall-written by BIP's Yuva Morcha,

contribured therr mte to the already tense situation.

O Julv 21 22,
one Harshad Gallinwalle who was accused i the murder of a
1995 100k the lead in the

1999 two Barang Dal acovists including

Mushim hoyv the previous vear
ACts of provocaton by settine tire to the Mushm owned
the Hindu dominated

Bhagvodava restaurant n

Memnagar arca.

The thire-up, hrerally begging to happen, finally took

place on Julv 200 1999 Canstanthy abused tor weeks,
Mushms were agitated by the teasing ot 4 mentally
challenged bov by Hindus and demanded thar an FIR
be lodged by the police. Instead of leaving the marrer
to be settled between the police and Mushms, the BIP
VHP brought in therr own mob which led 1o a tull
tledeed ot at Dartapur, Dabearwad, Vadigam,
Kallupur cte

ale)

The second phase ot this vielence began on Julv 22,
with o Mushm bov bemngs stabbed and more stabbimgs of
minonn community members by leaders of the BIP and
VHP near Darapur gate, Gheekanta and Gomupur arcas,
The names of semior tuncnonartes of the BIP and VHP
caiy convenor of the BIP, Parabatbhan were lodged as the

accused m the FIRs of the nme.

Commumnalon: Conreat, Apnl 2000, Face 1o Face with

FFascism
December 1999-January 2000

A bl against religious conversions, directly counter to
Arucle 25 of the Indian Consutunion, sought 1o be moved in
the Guparar state assembly, was moved, and thereatter put
on hold after 1t generated a nanon-wide controversy. The Bill
s termed  the “Guparat Freedom ot Relignon Bill!?

July 1999

Through 4 campagn liunched by Khoy educanon tor
a [‘1|ur.t| India programime, the social studies texts ot
Guparat State were examined and shocking propositons
that reveal the sectartan deology ot the centre were
wenutied. This became the subsect matter ot 4 nattonwide
campaign that led 1o a Parhamentany Commuttee rantving
the problemance secuons and asking the Gujarat
vovernment to make adequare changes. This has sull not
happencd. “Muslims Christians and Parsees are
torcigners:” “the Varna svstem s the best gitr o
mankind:” and the glorntication ot Fascism and Nazism
arc only some of the problemarnie sections, (See

Commmunaitim Comiat. October 1999,

January 1 = July 2000

A spate of s more attacks on Chrisnan schools took
place all onver Guarat an individual praver meetings of
Christans were disrupred. Most Chrisoans now aver that therr
pravers at churches m towns hke Ahmedabad, Vadodara,
Ratkot and Surat have 1o be conducted with doors and
windows closed, so as not to “upset and provoke Hindu
organisanons!”

Cammunaitsm Combat, Tulv 20000,




January 3, 2000

The Gujarat CM hited the ban on government servants
joring the RSS — a decision be was compelled 1o revoke a
month later atter the hue and erv that it generared.

February 2000

The RSS held 1's massive sandalp ihiver on the outskires
ot Ahmedabad i which 300,000 persons parucaipated. The
enure state machimery was put at ther disposal: trucks,
munmicipal services, and ground taxes were waved.
Keshubhar Patel was seen tlanked by unmion home mumister
[.LK Advani on the occasion and cight <tate cabimet mimsters
parucipated. The S-acre plot was provided free with warer

and clc(!rlcn_\ costs on the house tor the occasion,

February 2000
Secret Hindutva Document:

Communalsm Combat accessed this secret document tfrom
Grujarat which s a step by step guide tor wangdze on how and
whv to break the law. It has been ranshited trom Gujarat:

Aum

‘Now that we have our own government we should take

proper .ld\‘:l[ll.lur of 1t and should £CT OUr wi wk done by
®

‘We should arrange to have our men as witnesses. Oftten
a real witness might also give answers anvhow when cross
examined and, as a result, the rehiabihiny of the witness
sutfers. So when we give the name of a witness 1n court,
we first have to make sure that he will remain firm i
court and also wherther he 1s otherwise reliable!”

‘A recent state home munistry aircular directs the exccutive
magistrate (mamiatdar) to register a cnme 1t the police 18 not
ready to do so; we believe that such complants can be made
1o the sub-divisional magistrate (deputy collector: and district
magistrate (collector) also’

“The main attack on Hlindu Samaj 1s that our sisters ot
tender age are being abducted by otferning them
inducements and allurements and then they are made 1o
sign the marnage register after gertng converted by foree.
Hundreds of Hindu girls are being ‘converred to Islam,
made Mushims like this in Gujarat state!”

It 1s not wrong it we can pick up the woman and keep
her under our custody. But the girls people should 1ake the
ln”ld”\'(','

Often, the pirl does not agree and 1f a habeas corpus
peaton s tiled 1in court, and there, 1f the el changes her
mind, we will be let down.
problems are not going to be solved by Law under the

As I menuoned earher, these

protection of the Police or the Court. Hindu Samay needs to

resort to sacial opposition to find a soluton to this and even
resort to violent attacks 1t necessary.

February 5, 2000

Recent bomb attacks on homes ot Mushm tamilies in the
Paldy arca of Ahmedabad, led by BIP corporators and
motivated by the singular idea nor o allow Mushms to
move into the Paldy area wook place at the recently
constructed Tulst Apartments within the Vishwakun,
socicry. A wnt petttion filed on behalt of the PUCL by
sentor advocate Haroobhat Mehta sought the intervenuon
of the Court in protecung the fundamental nights of the
individual Indian cinzen thatinelude the nght to setde and
Artcle 1901)(d);
unfortunately, not entertained by the Court. Naved
a partnership in the

reside anvwhere 1in India was,
Siddique, the builder involved in
transaction 18 bemng threatened and told 1o evacuate and
sell oft those and remaming tlats ar a huge loss ot Rs. 50
lakhs. Needless to say, no protectuon from the police or no
redressal from the state government has been provided.

Asran e, Feb 16, 20600,
February 19, 2000

Thirty hit men ot the Vishwa Hindu Panshad vandalised
the office of the mavor ot the Ahmedabad municipal
corporation, 4 BIP corporator, Malim Aut, demanding the
immediate reconstructuon of a temple near Uttamnagar
earden, which had been demolished by the AMC. Despire
the fact that public property had been destroved, the mavor
retused 1o lodge a complaint saving “This was our internal

matter, we do not need the police.™
Incian F:xpress, February 20, 2000,
March 17, 2000

Bakri Id. The occasion was used this vear, as n vears
previ wshy, by the BIP RSS-VHP combine, 1o pre woke the
Mushm mimnonty by dehiberate emphasis on the Cow
Protection Act. Both the mumcipal commuissioner and the
police commissioner issued an appeal to auzens to be
mindtul of the act and members of the VHP and Bajrang
1l decided, suo motu to act as intormants of the police
despite repeated announcements that matters ot law should
be left 1o the police. Violenee and tension resulted as well

as an unnecessany death of a voung Mushm.
Communiirim Combat, Apnl 20000 Face to Face with
Fascism
Aug 1-10, 2000

State wide violence directed selectiredy agmnst Mushm
property in Ahmedabad. Khed Brahma,
Lambadiva, Rajkot and Modasa caused destrucnion to

Surat,

the tune of Rs. 13 crores (Sarfran On the Rampage, Nov.
20000, The provocation® After Lashkar-¢ Toiba mibtants
punncd down 33 Hindu yarrs on oa pilgrimage 1o
Amarnath, and the cross fire that tollowed led to a
total ot 100 deaths, Pravin Togadia, directly indicted 1n

the current round ot violence, declared "1 whan ka rawaat
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yahan denge "(Aug. 1, 2000, Ahmedabad.) What followed
was a ten day long, svstematic destruction ot minority
property, damages for which have just not been paid.
We reproduce excerpts of the collective fact-finding
report published at the time:

As many as 85 cniminal incidents have been recorded trom
all over the state in connection with the Gujarat Bandh related
violence that began on August 3, 2000 (the day of the bandh)
and conunued unul August 9, 2000,

An FIR lodged in Rajkot ciry at 3.30 pm. on August 2,
2000 under 153a of the IPC (about the ume that the
international general secretary of the VHP was giving his
bandh call in Ahmedabad) 1s against an accused who “tried to
create tension with (by) g@ving a speech in a newspaper to
damage and destroved the Mushim religious places.”

Another two FIRs lodged at Ahmedabad concern mobs
led by Kamlesh Bhavarnlal in the destruction ot a dargah and
the looting and destruction of the Famous Shoe Shop on
Augrust 3, 2000,

FIRs lodged in the Kheda Brahma village accuse Bajrang
Dal president Jagdish Tarar of attacking Mushm
establishments and homes with sharp weapons, an attack
during which a police constable was also injured (on August
3, 2000),

In vet another FIR filed at Mahuva on August 6, 2000, a
violent mob led by Shatlesh Barot assaulted the complainant
who 1s a constable and another SRP constable who were
injured by pelung stones when they stopped a violent mob
heading ominously towards the local masid.

In Surat airy, two BJP corporators, Ganesh Prajapau and
Suresh Varodia have been accused of forming unlawtul
assemblies and carrving lethal weapons in their vehicles. The
CP, Surat has stated, in an interview to members of the
invesugatng team, that all those accused in FIRs duning the
bandh-related violence will be charge-sheeted.

The editor of Dhapkar, Mayur Pathak, was arrested by
the Surat police under secton 153 a of the IPC for tomenung
violence between communities in the second week of August
2000, He was thereafter released by the Court.

Were the puley punished?”

(Saffron on the Rampage, A Fact-finding report of several
human rights groups)

December 2000
Christian Schools singled out

Christian schools in Gujarat and Goa (both states
then ruled by the BIP) were being singled out for
inquiries on their sources of funding and derails about
the origins of their establishments. Many schools in both
states have received a circular from the District
Educaton Officer (DEQ) seeking to know “which
countries they belong to™ and also the “amount received
by them in aid from abroad and from State and Union
Governments.” These inquiries were not made In
isolation; they were in the midst of a sustained hate

campaign and propaganda against Christians which s
also being recvcled now.

January 2001

After the devastating earthquake that shook Kutch in
Gujarat and even Ahmedabad anty, studied disciminatnon
in handling relief and rehabilitation was evident; displaying
the inherently scctarian character of the party in power.
Discrimination was so apparent that, when Fakirbhai
Vaghela toured his constituency in Surendranagar district,
he not only 1gnored the Mushm areas, he let off his ire at
locals who, cutting across community lines, had begun
orgamsing reliet. The writ of hard-hne, unconstitutional
groups like the RSS, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the
Bajrang Dal was evident at the ime, when they managed
to exert pressure on Gujarat Governor Sundersinh
Bhandari #nes to visit Surendranagar where there was
discrimination.

January 2001

The Gujarat state education department issued a circular
direcung that every school subscribes o Sadbana, a weekly
published by the sectanan outnit, RSS Afrer this caused an
uproat, it was not seriously implemented.

November 2001

Around 530 Muslims trom Chanasma in Patan disinct
were forced to mugrate and move to Patan with only the sky
as shelter. “Dead bodies of Muslims have been dug out and
the land well-surfaced with saffron flags flving high overit.”
(Fact-finding report prepared by Indukumar Jani, Valpbha
Parmar and Raju Solanki.) “Chanasma’s age-old Dargah land
owned by Muslims, called Navgajapur, has been forably taken
over by saffron-wielding men.” In this period, the Chnstan
munonty was not spared either. In Dahod distnict, on September
19, Christians were forcibly prevented from watching a film
on Christ. Earlier, on August 25, women and childen trom
the IP Mission Orphanage at Jobat village in MP were
attacked while on a picnic to the Kali Dam in Dahod.

January 2002

On the occasion of the anniversary of the earthquake,
the state government 1ssued a aircular to all schools directing
them to perform a dbartt pogjan on the first annmiversary
of the quake, also statng that Govt. recognition ot the
school depends upon this. The State Government, through
its circular of January 21 - directing all the schools to line
up their students to appease mother earth by highting at
least 101 lamps using pure “ghee,” and chanung Sansknt
“slokas” - was not only spreading obscurantism and
superstition but also trying to misguide the people as to
the narure and real causes of the earthquake. The cireular,
issued despite a High Court order that the schools could
not be compelled to hold ‘pujas’ according to Hindu rites,
gave the institutions no option in the matter. On the
contrary, it warned them of acuon if the instructions were
not followed. And it asked the schools to send at least five
photographs each of the *puja,” along with a report which
was to reach the office of the Distnct Educanon Officer
within two days of the event having taken place.
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Government of Gujarat

Thc history of Gujarat state under the rule of the
Bharauva Janata Partv 1s a studv in the svstemane and steady
croston of basic Constirutional principles and the Rule of [aw
see Secnon Dateline Guparat. For the past tour vears sinee o
has tasted undiluted power in the western state, and 0 hine with
s ideological fountanhead, the Rashtrva Swavamsevak Sangh
RSS)'S open proclamaton thar Gujarat s the labaratory tor a
Hindu rashtra,” the ruling BIP under ot tormer CM Keshubha
Patel and CM Narendra Mods has performed the tuncoon of
ernding the metrality of the state execufire.

This erosion has been taking place steadily over tour vears.
It was glanngly obvious tollowing the Gaodhra tragedy, in the
sratements and actons ot the state exceutve led by €M
Modi Our investigatons have shown how, more than amvthing

clse, the wings of gervernment hare been £y stemalically

1. On February 27, atter the Godhra trapedy rook place,
CM Mods was at the helm in pushing the “incident was
preplanned™ theory (see section on ‘Godhra’. This acnon
was nselt both premarture and parnsan, given the tact that
state investigating agencies had not reached this conclusion.
Modi's cabinet, bat notably muinister for home, Gordhan
Zadaphiva, who reiterated strongly that Pakistam hands lay
behind the Godhra act. These statements were trresponsible
given the sensitvity of the situanon and the anger that they
generated. One, they generated a chmate nipe for apportoning
blame: for the acts of a few crminals, the enure Ghanchs
Mushim commumity ot Godhra was branded; and two, ud
rrounds for justfving the svstematic massacre, plunder. loot

and cultural decimanon of the whole Mushm community in

Grujarat thereatter.

1. Soon atter the attack on the train took place on February
27 the VHP called, tirst tor a Gujarat Bandh on February
2% and then agan, a Bharat Bandh on March 1, The Gujarat
BIP president Rajendrasinh Rana was quick to announce the
state BIP's support tor the bandh, giving clear signals 1o the
administraton that 11 need not take a hard hine against those
who enforce the bandh, Over the past tour vears, on three
occastons at least, a bandh call has been used by the rabid
forces of the RSS BIP VHP and Bajrang Dal to challenge
the Law and wreak havoc on the lives and properties of ciuzens.
Given this background, the wholehearted support extended
by the Modi government and the ruling BIP to the bandh,
makes 1t culpable tor the damages that were intlicted. 1t needs
to aceept the consequences of this support.

17 05 the weipuniibility ot the itate to "m;.r_,’n‘n sate the damages suffered
o docs ot e, property wnd busmesies from the persons caflling for the
Gandh. Since the Gujarat state government had upcni_\'
announced s support 1o the bandh, <hould not the state be
held directly culpable for the loss of property deliberately
destroved i the violence? The responsibiliny tor the loss of
innocent citizens” ves and property caused duce to the murderous
activities indulged in during a bandh, mus? rest wath the 1 HP
¢ the BID. which supparted 1t and
was o power and failed fo prevent the destruction. Exenaf the e shice
fails to tor deliberate reasons) pinpomne the oftenders, the
organisations must be made to compensate tor the damages.

RSN and the Baprany Dai as well




Morcover, it should be incumbent on the state covernment
to recover the entire loss i monetary terms caused to private
and public property by violent and cocrenve acmvities during
the bandh. Under seetion T a0 of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act, violent and cocrave actvates are culpable
i laws The Guparar government must, tollowing a recent
udpement of the Supreme Court Bharat Kumar versus
the State of Kerala, 1997

by the government, people and munonmes trom the VHD,

recover all the losses suttered

RSS, Barang Dal and the BIP which supported it and whose
members led the violence,

II. The conduct of the chiet exccutive of the stare ot
Crugarar, Modn, was maore hike a PATHSan fricfuris ot the RSS
than a consutunonally clecred chiet mumseer “Har Ay és
pratrkrya bone han” he had first sandusetvang the premeditated
carnage that tollowed Godhra, “Fven acnon has an equal
and opposite reaction.” He simply taled to reassure Bave crore
people i the state that he s a puardian of ther Tives and
propertv. [nstead of responding with responsibilitg, he kept

making callous assurances that evervthimge was normal.

The conduct of CM Maodt s violanve bath the prineiple
and form ot representanve democracy that the Indnan
Consutution s based on. The wdelogcal proclimations ot the
BIP have alwavs been sectanan, appealing 10 one seetnon of
the people and their interests aoore all or others; they have
l\(.'l.'[l at lh(‘ te Jfk'f-rc it nt' PRSI "H:t.':'f'f-' tor _,"n,‘},’,'. .1,' .r,'“'"' rh-_u
too 15 1 violaton of the prinaple of the Representanon of
people Act. Whatever the ideology o a party, once in power
using democrate means, and he ,id:n_;_- the reins of povernment,
1s aonstitutionall, bound 1o represent aff sections, Over the
past tour vears see section, Dateline Gujarat eveny move of
the BIP government has boeen wan reprecentative and sectarran,
and hence non-constitutional. This has reached monumental
and cnncal levels i Guparar 20020 The covernment allowed
the violence to spread s mumisters led the carnage and rapes,
allegedly in many cases | did nor ke adequate preventive
measures, did not keep the army on stand-by, and onee carnage
had been unleashed, revealed it's non representative characrer
tarther. The disenmunanon i compensanon amaounts, the tulure
to even vistt reliet camps by the CM or the suate cabimet; the

retusal to postpone examimnatons: the selecuve cancellaton of

examuinanon centres; the mere contemplinon of clecnons 27

are clear manitestanons of 4 non representatne, theretore un
consttunonal torm ot government.
Narendra Maodi Newshour, Srar Neae, 2 03 20022 Cona

miern bt tepr e shanty praithapit e r

W MWy i rabt bt

Abmedabad ek prakar i &l vaat de baad, prer farabia onadent e vaba
A T Gugarat s well on the road o peace and nornuadey i
slowly returming here .. Ahmedabad toeo has been Larpely peacetul
since last might.”) This s while the attacks in Panchmahal distner,
Mehsana, Kheda, Nadad, Bhavnagar — which mclude hacking,

lvnching and burnmg alive contunuedisee “Tesomom ™ section.

Narendra Maods “Talking Heads, Star News, 35 03 2002
“On 277 the inadent at Godhra happened, nll the atternoon
ot 287 there was no madent anvwhere. Tension increased
on 287 and [ alked to the Central Government that afternoon.
At 430 on 287,

have asked tor mulitary help. On the mght ot 287 the Armn

I announced ar a press conterence that |

INDICTE |

was brourhtin planes trom the border to the land of Guarat,
Thev jomed duty trom the mornming ot 17 March. Where do
vou think was the delav, vou should know abouar 112”7
CThough 12 columns of the Army approxmately 600
ps had reached Ahmedabad and other sensiuve arcas
on March 1, they were kept on standby. Military intelhgence
puts the blame on the state government. Reports submutted

froops

sav the il delay was due to the absence of elear instructions
from the Guparat government. e Times of Indra, Ahmedabad,
March 11, Pe. 7 See secnon on “Crodhra’ .

Worst ot allwas CN Modi's response to the worstinadents
ot carnage, such as the one that took plice at Chamanpura,
where tormer Congress MNP Fhsan Jatto was lvached, hacked
and killed. He had no words of condemnation for the way
fattr was attacked, tor the fallure of his own government
and the police. Modi torgor to tell us what a cinzen s ('.\;p('(‘lcd
1o do when a menacing mob, which has alreadv slaughtered
many, approaches him and the police has deliberately not
r('k[n nded o his pic.i'«.

-

Narendra Mads's statement on 01 703 2002: “There have
been carlier inadents of privare finng there oo, And how, an
ertortwas made from this socienvin the past, to spread terror
among the people... Bur this nme also, there was private
tinng at the Gulbarga Socien, after the private finng, things

went out ot control.”

Thirtyaeighevllagers were hacked and torched at Sardarpura
village in Mchsana district. This s what Modr had 1o say 1o the
killings Narendra Maodi, CM, 1703702 “In some villages,
especially i one village of Mehsana distnet, due to rumours,
due to suspicion, duc to mustrust, due to tension on both sides,

there was an incdent in the Sardarpura village.™

IV. Other muimisters in the state cabinet displaved the same

atntude. Consttuenaes of the state cabinet were more prone

toviolence; ministers were also leading the mobs: [t mav not
be o mere comardence that Bapunagar, home consttuency
ot the minister ot state tor home, Gordhan Zadaphiva,
winessed one of the worst communal scenes since the 1969
rots, when the arca was the hardest hit. Some ot the senior
BIP leaders and minmisters in the Modi cabimet were also alleged
to have parnapated in the destructnon of minonny places of
worship, Minister tor revenue Haren Pandva and health
minister \shok Bhatt led the mobs enthusiasucallv in
Ahmedabad. Bharat Barot, a sitnng MLA, was also at the
toretront. Restdents o Paldi, where Hlaren Pandva s clected
trom, actually saw lim lead arson attacks. Pandva’s clection
promuse the Last ume was “to wipe any trace of Mushms out
of Pald” Mava Kowdani, an MLA, has also been named by
@ t'.c-\\ dozen witnesses as an active participant in the violence.
I’.Hcl
allepedhy led violence, arson and even sexual violence against
women in Kadib and U njain Mcehsana respecnvely

Guparat miisters Nann Patel and Narav Laloo

V. The utier d:\rr;;.inl tor the loss of |lfc‘ property and
the anguish that a section of the amizeney suttered due to
perpetrated violence could be seen i the fact that unal Pome
Minister Aral Behan Vajpavee tlew into Ahmedabad to give
his speech at Shah Alam Camp, Crujarat chicf minister
Narendra Mod: had not visited a single one. There are as
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many as 66,0K) persons, according to collector’s figures in
the camps in Ahmedabad. Instead of succour and assistance,
in keeping with the fundamental duty of a government
towards i1ts citizens, terror tactics through lathi-wielding
policemen have been employed with residents of camps. In
the areas of Gujarat outside Ahmedabad too, there are as
many as 60,000 persons internally displaced hiving in ternible
conditions. There 1s httle save tor the basics forthcoming
from the government; this too has been obtained after pettions
and public outery.

VI. The state government stands indicted in 1ts carcless
disregard for the life, well being and future of students from the
munonty community. Traumatised and distressed students had
requested a postponement of the annual examinanons. The state
government and later even the Gujarat High Court rejected
their plea. On Apnl 10, the Gujarat government took a decision
to shuft out all centres located in the minonty dominared areas
out of concern for the hives of the students belongng to the
majority. However, minonty children were sull expected to
travel to majonty domiunated areas! This 1s just one more example
of sectanan and partisan response on the part of the Guyarat
the Government which 1s in violaton of
the Indian Constrton.

On Apnl 15, voung girls and bovs
studving at two schools at Delhi darwaza
were attacked by mobs as thev sat for their
termunal examinations there. Even then, the
Gujarat High Court chose not to intervence,
choosing to believe the claims of the
government that ‘it had made special
arrangements for special buses for
transportaton of Muslim children into
centres located in majority dominated areas.”
This, from a government that has failed
for over six weeks to provide even basic
protection to 1ts cinzens. As we go to press,
there has been a near-unamimous decision
by Mushim parents and students 1n Gujarar
to boveort the examunanons. The state government’s response:
Mushm teachers and supervisors are being threatened; make
sure that the children come out or else we will book vou under
PASA!

VIL. CC’ figures show that apart trom 2,000 lives lost and
Rs. 3,500 crores in economic losses (primary assessment; for
the minonty community in Gujarat, at least 270 masjds and
dargahs — rehgious and cultural monuments, have been
destroved completely or damaged. This, in utter violanon of
both the fundamental nights guaranteed in the Indian
Consttution and internatonal standards. There has not been
one word of apology or regret from chief minister Modi or
his government on the brutal message sent out through this
desecration of masjids and dargahs to a section of the
Gujarau population.

VIIIL. The CM announced Rs. 2 lakhs as compensation for
the vicums/survivors of the Godhra tragedy. Within 26 hours
of the Godhra tragedy, widespread targetted attacks by huge
mobs in Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, Kheda, Mehsana, Vadodara,

Anand, Bharuch, Rakot, Sabarkantha, Panchmahal, Patan and
several others had taken place, hacking and burming children,
women and men. The compensation declared by the CM for
the survivors was Rs. | lakh. AWhen widespread cnocism was
made about the disenmunatony stand ot the state, the amount
was equalised by reduction rather than by increasing the amount.

The government has also decided to pav a compensaton
trom Rs. 2,000 10 Rs. 30,000 1o the inured, depending on
the tvpe of inury one has suffered. The compensation has
been deaded in accordance with the norms fixed tor the
state carthquake vicums of Januarv 26, 2001, a government
nottication said. Despite the fact that there was premeditated
and svstemance destruction of homes, propernies and
businesses, the state government has been perfunctory and
callous 1n announcing compensatnon. The same 15 evident
trom the tollowing example: The state government has
declared a paltry sum of Rs. TO000 1o S0,000) tor the loss of
property. The loss incurred runs into lakhs and lakhs of rupecs,
where only 30-40 per cent of those aftected have insurance
coverage. For the rest, the only source of rehabibitavon 1s a
aid from the state gove. The state government has retused to
discharge s responsibihiues, duties
and liabihities.

IX. On March 1, M
announced a judicial commission

the

ot inquirv into the Godhra trageds
alone, appointng retred unllut'.
KG Shah at s head. Again, only
afrer \\'ldt‘\pr(':ld protests, did he
announce the inclusion, 1n the
terms of reference of nquiry ot
the judicial commission, to cover
the post Godhra carnage. \March
5 . The appointment of the KG

Shah Commussion s the subject
matter of SCrous Controversy
given not merelv the conduct of
this parncular judge 10 an carlier
matter but on the simple grounds that the situation in Guyarar,
where judges, academics, professionals and others ive under
threat of ranatc groups who have become a law unto
themselves, the cntena of a free, fair and independent mqiary demands
the aAPPOINIBIENt of a Senior fidge (preferably pudgesy trom: outside the
itate. The appomntment of KG Shah has been challenged in
the Supreme Court and the SC has served notce o the
Gujarat government on Apnl 15,

Justice Shah's judicial record, especiallv while delivenng
the judgement when presiding over the TADA court in the
matter of the Dabgarwad, Laliwala case must to be recalled.
He convicted persons from the minonty community under
TADA (they were given the death penaliyi, a judgement thar
was completely overruled by the Supreme Court. Inaits verdict,
the SC acquitted all the accused and also quesnoned the
reasoning of the TADA Court. The said decision 1s reported
under Dilawar Hussain, s/o Mohammed Lahwala ete. vs stat
ot Gujarat, reported in A 1 R 1991 8C 56,

The terms of reference ot the KG Shah Commussion are
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also controversial, Thev are:
To ascertan
» The facts, crrcumstances and the course ot events ot
the inadents that led to serng on fire of some coaches ot
27, 2(H2

the Sabarmat Bxpress tran on February near

Crodhra ralway stanon,
» The tacts, circumstances and course ot events ot the
subsequentincidents o vie dence i the State i the attermath

ot the Godhra incident,

» The adequacy of admumistratve measures taken 1o
prevent and deal with the disturbances 1 Godhra and
subsequent disturbances in the Stare.

» To ascertam as to whether the inadent at Godhra was
pre-planned and whether intormation was avalable with the
agencies, which could have heen used to prevent the incident.

» To recommend suitable measures 1o prevent recurrence
ot such incidents in tuture.

The terms of reterence ot the KG Shabh Commuission have

been strongly enticised. There s no reterence i the terms of

reference, to the need to look o the canses of the disturbances
events/ killings as also the need 10 prmpams the groups, individuals
and organmisations behind the violent provocanon.

X. Todate, the state government has made no announcements
about the number of missing persons or the extent ot damage
to property and has not e imputed the vast cconomie devastanon
suftered by the minonny commumity. Fstmates show thar there
are as many as 2002500 persons mussing. Gujarat has seen a
stvle ot kilhing that Jeaves behind norraces, How wall the survivors
be compensated-

X1. The RSS and VHP also control kev tunctonanes in the
State. Chiet munuster Modn s an RSN sracharad. Nimister ot
state tor home, Zadaphiva s a VHIP acovist. 85 Bhandan, the
covernor of Guarat, who has not seen tit to send a report on
what 1s happening i the state to the Centre, s also an RSS
leader. Such examples can be muluplied, but these wall suttice
to indicate the penetration ot the state apparatus and
government machinery by the Sangh Parvar. All povernments
are pohueal, but the penetranon by the RSN, 1 shadowy and
pul)il("\' unaccountable organisanon, s a \pcnﬁt' phenomenon
that requires carctul and pamnstaking investgation, which s
however, outside the scope of this report.

XII. As 4 consequence of all these factors, the Guiarat
government has tunctioned not as a constitutionally bound,
non partisan and mdependent body, but one controlled by,
and answerable 10, the Sangh Panvar, The role and tuncuoning:
of the Guiarat government, theretore, 1s directly determined
by its penctration by the Sangh Parivar including its maost
extreme clements, the VHP and Barrang Dall This tace
underlies the conduct of the Gujarat government betore,
dunng and atter, the peak penod of communal violence 1n
the state dunng February-March 2002, Take tor example the
mnister of state tor home, Gordhan Zadaphiva, who has
nsen trom the ranks of the VHP

Zadaphiva s a supporter ot the ntemanonal general secretany
of the VHE, Pravin Togadia, at whose insistence the home porttoho

was vven to Zadaphina when Mo wd became chier munister.

The moral commitment and connection of the Gujarar
covernment 1o extra constutunonal outtits ke the RSSVHTP
and the Barang Dalis obvious from the tact that though 25000
arrests have heen made i past weeks, o arrests of Baprang Dal
VD aned BIP sordere bare veen gndertaken. At least 150 such
acctsed, whose names teure in FIRs are being avorded by the
stafe government. See sectton on “Tesumony”

C huet Minster Modh, while demvang the alleganons, has refused
to pive the exact number of the BIP, VHP or Bajrang Dal

activists arrested. He sard he would do it “ac a proper nme.”

six BIP workers are named m the Naroda carnage. These
include Raju Sharma, Kishan Kurani, PJ Rajput, Harish
Rohara, Bapu Barane, and Ran ( haubal, all Wdenutied as
BIP and VHEP acuvists w ho slauphtered Mushms and led
mabs. FIRs have been booked agamst these six Sangh brigade
actvists under [PC 3020 395 and 143, 149 and 148 tor
slaughtering and rioting. No arrests have been made.
In the Gulberg Soaety, Chamanpura mass arson case, too,
while 19 persons have been arrested, kev persons are tree.

In Bhavnagar, FIRs have been filed against Om Trveds, the
e VHP president, and Mansukh Panpwani, a aty BJP otfice
bearer and ex-municipal councillor. Both Trivedi and Panpwarnu
are alleged o have led mobs which set fire to over 80 Mushm
owned business establishments. Netther have been arrested.

At Surendranagar too, CR No. 5340 2002 names six persons,
who are primary members of the BIP and VHP, for insugatung
riots and indulging in mavhem. They have been charged under
1P 395, 436, 147, 148 and 149 but have not been arrested.
These include distnict VHP in charge Raju Vaishnav, B]P
councillor Narottam Sarwara, VHEP joint secretary Dhiren
Shukla and Tulsibhan, Ranchhod Bharwad and Devyn Bharwad,
all active BIP workers, There have been no arrests vet,

XIL Not overlv concemed with enncisms that he acted m a
partisan manner, n violanon of the Indian Consutunon, the Gujarat
CM Narendra Modi s alleged 1o have issued instructons to
the burcaucracy 1o prepare a list of those judges that have
given ant-povernment verdicts in the past Instructons to
this effect have already been issued. In a umiquely Hitlerian
move to shadow an independent insttution hike the judicary,
CM Modi s undeterred by natnonwide ernincism. The RSS
VHP Dal,

unconstututional, rule, and work, in Gujarat. The move o

Bajrang whose methods are  clearly
put pressure on and track the judiciary appears to have
been successful, if  two recent deaisions of the Gujarat
High Court, on humanitarian pleas made by students from
the minority community, are anvthing to go by. The judges
chose ta believe a much indicred state government rather
than assure students ot a postponement in the examinatons

and safe examination centres.,

XIIL Berween late 1999 and carly 2000, the RSS compelled
the Guparat povernment to appoint a government pleader with
an RSS backpround, despite strong protests trom within the
BIP itselt. Arun Oza, at present the senior government pleader
in the Ahmedabad High Court, was appointed after hard
Jobbying by the Sangh and despite snft oppaosition from even
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the ruling partv. Government pleaders, who represent the

government in all legal matters, have alwavs been persons

ot hieh legal standing and menit, Oza has been actvels

assocnited with the RSS since the mud seventies: and thoueh

he 1 o man of no particular standimg, 1t was amplhy the

persistence of the RSS that carned him this post. His case
v RSS Jeaders Damlen and Pravin
Maniar. Odzas appomntment to the PPS post was a4 major

was actvely pursued b

victory since e established whe supremac, ap the sanch orer atrars

n Gugarar, Just betore Oza’s appointment, the RSS had
succceded momstalling s men as Lokavukta, the charman
the state public service commussion and also as vice

Chancellor of the Guparar universin
XIV. Guarar chiet monmister Narendra Modn s hkely 1o
usc Ll(.(l ons to reap clecroral benetits trom the carnage i

Cruarat

I8, du;nu the tact that he had assured members
of the Guparat Assembly on March 19 that his party was not
using communal niors tor polucal gan. 1 do oot believe in

Mr Maod

\ssembly. However, exposueres by the media reveal how the

plaving pohities ot vore-bank,” had sad i the
vovernment 1+ actvelv pursuing the call for an clecnon see
There s every indicanon thar
\pril,
behaviour in manv rural camps s anvthing
K.l]( i!

been told by thar respective Collectors =

accompanuing torm on polls,
it the Collectors”
Mam

and other arcas have

clections will be announced 1in late
10 {ro 'h\'.
camps located i tar oft Kadih,
to wind up the camps by Apnl 21, unce
clecuons are bang called.

XV,
Cruparat,

“There 18 no el service lett in
“sard the tormer Indian cabinet |
TSR Subramnuan 1o Dndran

Aprl 10,2 What has happened

secretany
Foxpress,
15 mnmhmg much more tundamental ' Kl dves
The envil service s rone. |
Over the
vears, the el service has turned trom

And that

than Grujarat:
There 18 no such thing lett

e

Address

a steeltrame 1o non-existent.

is the shattening thought.

“When
something done it has the abihiny,

the government wants

it has
Address

It can doatin village
That it has

the fakat strength
atrer village, town atter town,
not done so n Guiarar 1< a reiling
indictment not onlv ot the way of the
present government, but also the collapse
ot the police and envil magastracy,” he savs,
- . total capital
T'he svstematic croston of neurralin

and Consurunonal pninciples and values,
<o vistble i the Police, has not lett the
Cvil The
government machinery m Gujarat s |
watched closely by the RSS VHP and
aided by the ruling BIP in
powers appomtments and decisions are

Service  alone  cither.

Bajrang Dal,
not made as per ce msttational normes; Bombav
thev tollowideological prinaples. Henee,

whether 1t as the matter of school =

1. Place of Publication
Periodicity of publication

3. Printer's name
Whether citizen of India

Publisher’s name
Whether citizen of India

5. Editors name
Whether citizen of India

6. Names and address of
individuals who own the
newspaper and partners or
shareholders holding more
than one percent of the

[ hereby declare that the particulars given
to the best of my knowledge

March 1, 2002

admissions, decisions by the Collectorate or the awarding of
ary and road conrraces, a partisan approach has crepr i,
aftecting the qualiy ot decrsions made. Senior bureaucrats
are held accountable 1o extra Constitunonal outtits and this
is enough to send the message down the ine. [ts well known

that the AUDA  Abhmedabad Urban

has not constructed good, decent

i Ahmedabad iy
development Authornn
cheap housing it mimonn dominared arcas for some vears
now. Slowh and steadily, the munornties in Guarat have been
taurht therr place. Guparar 2002 sust brought the message
home more violenthy

XVI
msccunty experienced by Mushm government servants who

Mot

One ot the consequences of this violenee 1s the

are all thinking of secking transters out of Guarat

ot the 20 Mushm otticers i ONGO tfrom outstde Guyarat
have not returned atter the riots, . In banks, the
departments o posts and relecommumcations and

orgamsatons such as Indian Onl Corporation — anvwhere

that any Mushms trom outside Guarat work, A senior
otticer with the Controller and Auditor General's ottfice

i Ahmedabad tirst went on leave and has now sought a
an All India Radio otficer recenthy
ttar l’ruhwl‘ to Ahmedabad,

the order.  The

transter. Nishar Ansar,
transterred from |
P't wding with authornues 1o cancel e

tIndia, 6 March 2002,

FORM IV (See Rule 8)

Statement about ownership and other particulars of the
newspaper entitled ‘Communalism Combat’

Mumbai (Maharashtra) |
Monthly. {
Javed Anand
Yes

Nirant, Juhu T
Mumbai- 400 049
Javed Anand

Yes

Nirant, Juhu Tara Road. Juhu,
Mumbai- 400 049 |
Javed Anand

Yes

Nirant, Juhu Tara Road, Juhu,
Mumbai- 400 049
Javed Anand

Nirant, Juhu Tara Road, Juhu,
Mumbai- 400 049

Teesta Setalvad
Nirant, Juhu Tara Road, Juhu,
Mumbai - 400 049

P.G. Mohammed,

Ruturaj Apartments, 5th Floor,
Flat 26 Juhu Road, |
Santacruz, Mumbai- 400 054

above are true

and belief.

Javed Anand |
Publisher |
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Int response to questions rated, om March 19, N Narendra Modi dened i the Guparat Assembly that be had any intention
of turning a communal carnage into an electoral campagn. However, 1f turne d out later, that he had led in the House. Herr 15
the form — arculated amuong BJI workers to assess the partys prospects if 1t opted for a mitd-term poll — that nails Mod s kes.

BHARTIYA JANATA PARTY — GUJARAT STATE
Dt. 17 MARCH 2002 SUNDAY

Main discussions in zilla meetings (bring written notes on the main discussions in the meeting)

The points on which information is to be obtained :
Expected number i the meeting

Number actually present

How many corporations borough munt. held
memorial services?

How many remaiming?

What was the peoples response?

After the incident of 27 February tor how many
davs did the assembly legslators keep in touch with
the people?

What 1s the total number of attected villages?

OFf these how many were visited*

Which of the aftected places did the zilla officers
visit”

W hat 15 the total number of attected places?

\Whart s the total death toll in nots in the zillas?
How many ramsevaks died-

Did the zilla team go to the houses ot the dead to
console them?

Apainst how many workers were legal proceedings
insttuted=

Was the zilla lawver helptul®

[s anv acton taken by the parny to obtan release of
the arresteds

In the vanious parts of zillas did vour parny WOrkers
hold joint mecnungs with the 2illa workerss

Have vou decided the in charpe of the parkament
constntuency from vour zillas

this rrspnn\xblllt\ s to be Iven to those workers who
will not be taking part 1n the clecnons

Name of parliament constituency

Has the in

harge of assembly constitueney been
decided?® Give names

Have vou contacted the cditors of newspapers
published in the zilla and the print media and
clectronic media personss How was tharr atntuder
How manmy Hindu refugee camps are theres

How many Mushm refugee camps arc there?

W hat 1s the toral number?

Has the party visited them? What did vou think of
the arrangements”

Were any attempts made to save the Hindus and Mushms
with the help of the government? Which places? How

manyv were saved?

(B)

(C)

(D)

Opinion poll

How was the bandh in the zillas® What role did the
Congress plav dunng the bandh?

After the Godhra inadent what 1s the popular opinion
about the party and the government?

What 1s the feching of the workers towards the partys
Have there been any incidents of the soaal actvin
that the Congress advocated? Are there any means
of upsetung this and creanng problems for the
Congress? Has the Congress inmated any
disturbances, or encouraged looung?

Is the present government hiked by the vanous castes
<uch as Dalits, Adivasis, Thakores, Kolis) in the 2illass
If we call for elecnons now will be benetitz In short,
can we change popular opimon 1in our tavor”

W hat would be the immediate effect on the
clectorate it the central government changes its
stance on the Avadhva 1ssue?

\Whar 15 the extent of the effect of the arrests in the
sillas on the workers® What would be the effect on
clections®

[f we call for elecnons shortly what cftect would

the recent tax increase 1n the budget have on the
clectorate® To what extent are the people aganst the
government®

What 18 the reaction of the tarmers after the budger-
What 1s the state ot the support now? In how manv
circles 1s there no support?

What do the Buddhists think of the partyve

Has this been demonstrated on any specitic occasion?
It the Human Rights Commussion comes then
people of which arcas affected by the troublemakers
can be presented?

Which villages are affected by the troublemakers-
How many people?

Topics for planning

In the coming davs, which programmes should the
party carry outz Ask for suggestions

In the coming davs in how many places will the 2lla
hold memonal services? After the meeung o the

state officers, what steps will the zilla take to tulfill

the plans?

It the plan s not carried out as decided make plans
tor this also.

At the end of the meeung the state officers should
address public mectings
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Criminals in uniform

Yeh andar ki baat hai, Police hamare saath bat! 1ts an inside stony, The police 18 with us!

— Open beast of the Sangh Parnrar cadre i Guupirat today.

-

['R( M February 27 unnl todav imud-Apnl), the utter farlure of large sectons of the Guarat police o tulfil their
constitutional duty and prevent large-scale massacre, rape and arson — 1in short, to mantain law and order — has been the
subject of extensive reportage in the print media. Gujarat 2002 provides gorv proof, if any were sull needed, of the large-
scale infiltranon of hate poliucs in the minds of senmior police officials who are now wedded 1o principles that are hosule to
the Consttution and the rule of law. Paralvsis and inacton at best, and acove conmivance and brutaliey (shooting dead voung
men and even minors) at worst, were in tull pubhic view m Gujarat. The el service was paralvsed as was the police
machinery, which was influenced, mamipulated and bullied into singing to Hindutva’s murderous tune.

In the past vear or so, newghbounng states — Madhva Pradesh, Maharashrra and Rajasthan have been pressing for a ban
on the VHP and the Barang Dal on the ground thar they are arming themselves and generating terror among sections of the
populanon. But Guarat defies all consutunonal norms, apeming up insntutuons of the State to well-planned infiltration by the
deologues of hate. This has not happened overnight: €€ has sent out repeated signals about ominous developments 1n the
‘laboratory ot Hindurva® since the BIP grabbed power tour vears ago. (See sectrons, Datelne Gauparat” and The Case for a Ban').

Reprehensible police conduct

L. Intelbgence failure on the potenual threat to peace despite provocanve behaviour by kar seraks in their journeys to and
tfrom Gujarat in the past. Just betore December 6, 1992 — the day the Babn Maspd was demolished — tension had erupted
berween Shiv Sainuk “4ar seraks’ and local residents ar the Pale) rahway stanon near Vadodara as the former provoked the local
populaton. Similar incidents were also reported from Dabod {near Godhra) soon after the Babn Masjd demoluon. Strict and
prompt action by the police then had arrested the situanon locally, With this history, should not the police have kept strict watch
and vigil over the departure and return ot dar sevaks, espeaally when the cimate in the country was tense and belligerent?

It 1s alleged that on February 14, tormer Gujarat CM, Keshubhar Patels son, was observed giving a speech on
Plattorm No. 1ot Ahmedabad ratlway stanon. The tram was late. He was exhorung &ar seraks “not to waste this opportunity
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and to return successful from Avodhva.” The station master 1s reported to have recorded a complaint with the railway
police 1 this regard. Yet another witness told €€ that on Wednesday, Febraary 20, again on Platform No. 1, Keshubhat's
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son Bharat Bhar K Parel was provoking dar seraks leaving for Avodhya from Gujarat, “to do their jobs well.” Both these
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incidents need serious investigation tor their veracin

Although police had known of tension between dwr sereis and residents of ingal faza in Godhbra, the crucial intelhyrence
falure was 1n not knowing that 4ar seraks were returning by the Sabarmat Expresson February 270 Police had already recenved
warnng signs of tension. Information about the Aar erads return was not pursaed. Local policemen requesting anonymity said,

“We had no intormaton about the locals returning that dav 15 we had known we would have deploved more men.”

Sources said that the police ‘only had information that dur s were returming trom March T onw ards, nor earlier. Henee
they were completely unprepared. The L Morcha, 4 Hindi datly published from Fazabad, UP had, mo's February 25
edinon, e, two davs betore the Godhra tragedy, carried a story detahng the threatening and notous behaviour of the &ar

seraks, especially those armving from Cruparat. See Gadbra” section .
Synce there 1s 4 histon of altercations between the £ar erads and the teaand food vendors at Godhra who had from the

local Mushm Ghanch community -, the intelligence and police should have been more alert, expecung provocanon and

L MM Noneh

trouble, /See ‘Cadhra' sectinm and reter fo the detter oy tormer police commiisianer, Ahmeda
In the circumstances, one mav well ask whether this was a case of intelligence talure on part of the police toree, or a
deliberate absence of preemptive acton?
I1. No prevenuve arrests worth the name were made after the Godhra tragedy. 1See Police stazistics” secteany. The only two
arrests made on February 27 were those of Mohammed Tsmal Jalaluddin and Fateh Mohammed, who were picked up at
Astodia in the might, tor shouting slogans

By the evening of February 27, the VHI made its intenuons apparent with its belhgerent call for a *Guyarat Bandh® the

next dav. Tt saw the Godhra meident as a ‘manifestation ot Islimic tundamentalism” and gave a 24 hour ultimatum to the
state government to bring the culprits v ved i the incident 1o book. Two vears ago, 1 response toa smitlar bandh call in
Gujarat on August 1, 2000, the VHP and the BIP had pone on the rampage, destroving
Rs 15 crores worth of Mushm propertv. See ‘Dareione Goagarat” section . Yot the police

made me prevenuve arrests.
e o preventive AT These people also, they

The Gujarat government and the police have cnough evidence ot incendiany and et i
provocauve pamphlets circulated in arge numbers in the state in the name of vanous someho ge carri
Hindu Outfits Dharam Raksha Samits, Vishwa Hindu Panshad, Bajrang: Dal awayby the overall

exhortung cadres to rape, humiliate, destrov and kil Navonally, & spokesperson of geneMwnMent.Thﬂt’s

the VHP had said at Avodhya, “We will not remam silent.” On March 12, reditt.com the whole trouble. The
- - G HP chiet, KK Shastrt, He revealed that o .

put out an INterview by the Guparat VHP chiet, Shastry, e revedded that on pohmiseqllﬂny

in advance.” The writng was ctched on the wall but the police buried its tace, ostrich influenced by the overall

like, in the sand. general sentiments.
— PC Pandey; Police commissioner,
Ahmedabad; (Star News, March 10,2002)

February 28, " In the morming we sat down and prepared the st We were not prepared

II1. This reporter has received intormaton from a credible source, of an alleged
secret meeting, held on the late evening of February 27, at some person’s home 1n
Lunavada village of Sabarkantha distnict. The meeung, 1118 learnt, took place atter a
call was made, between 3 and 6 p.m., from the house of Dr. Yogesh Ramanlal
Pandva, in Godhra 1o Dr. Anil Patel (o member ot the Guparat Docte sr's Cell , mumating him ot the meet. A call was also
made to the Police Housing Corporation chairman, Dr. Chandrakanth Pandya ffrom Kalol . Ashok Bhau, the state health
minister was sitting in the Godhra collectorate; he was also intmated about the meetng. Minister Prabhat Singh Chauhan

from Lunavada was reportedly also called to atend. One AP Pandva was also present at the mecunyg.

The phone call was o invite S0 top people ot the BIP RSS Barang Dal VHP and the plan was o assemble them at
someone’s house in Lunavada ‘Sabarkantha . Fiftv top peopleits claimed., met at this undisclosed desunauon and detaled plans
were made on the use of kerosene, petrol and other methods of killhng, The state intelhpence did not or could not track such
meets and this marks a senous intelligence talure. The CBI must be asked o mvesugate the detals ot this reported mecung.

Finallv, on the mght of February 27, some companies ot the State Reserve Police (SRP were rustled into acton: one was

sent to Godhra trom SRP Group 1 Nar wla, and another 1o Ahmedabad rural. Some more companies trom Ghodasar
were moved into parts ot Ahmedabad by carlv morming. But they were spht into groups of four or five jawans cach, which

rendered them larpely inetfective against the rampaging mobs on the prowl on February 28

IV. The supposed nadequacy of forces is otten touted by serving pe slice otficers who tailin therr pimary dune. However,
on more than one occasion, where good officers held out against the pressure, the same small deplovment was enough to act
decssively and to control the situation. In the vast majonty of cases, howeber, the police either did not act or acted on behalt
of the mob. “The police tned thar best, but thev couldn’t stop the maobs. They were grossh outnumbered when the mobs

COMMUNALISM COMBAT « MARCH-APRIL, 2002

grew,” clamed Ahmedabad’s police commissioner PC Pandev. [The Times op India;.

DGP Gujarar, K Chakravarns comments telecast on DI news, 27/027 2002 “As 2 precautionary measure, since there was

-
-
n

a possibibity of a flarc-up, the distnet authonues have imposed curfew n Godhra town and inall other sensiive towns in
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Grugarat; espectally the towns and ciies which are coming on the train route, maximum alert was kept... The enure state pohce
machinery has been put on red alert. The state reserve battalions have been posiioned in all the communally sensitive areas and
mstructions have been gmven to all the SPs and the comnussioners 1o take strict action against all anu—social elements and such
action s already 1s in progress. .. since the inaident wok place all of a sudden, there was no possibility of that being prevented.™
These comments are farcical given the sheer nadequacy and compliaity of the pobice the very next day,

V. On February 28, of the 40 persons shot dead by the police in Ahmedabad aty, 36 were Mushms. This despite the tact that
1t was the munonn communury that was being rargerted by huge and well-armed mobs. (See ‘Police Stasisies” section). In the unending
saga of the police making vicums the target, on Apnl 13, two more persons belongang 1o the minonty community, Avub Khan
Pathan beng one of them, were shot dead at Danapur, Abmedabad. The police was etfecuvely aiding an attacking mob that was
pelting stones on the hapless Mushm residents in the area. Even minors were shot at, a tew fatally, by the police. Whys

VL. Ahmedabad’s commussioner of police, PC Pandey comments on Neashonr | Szar Newsr, on February 28 were telecast
again on March 10: “These people also, they somehow get carned away by the overall general sentiment. That’s the whole
trouble. The police 1s equally mfluenced by the overall general senuments™ That is the police chiet i person. Tt gave sanction
10 the policemen to act according to ‘sentment” rather than stnngenty entoree ‘the rule ot law!

Pandev pronounced on Newshour iStar News), on March 2: *The situanon s well within contre ol In fact, 1t 1s fast rerurning

back to normal. So we hnpc that within the next mavbe 12 24 hours, we would have r.‘nmplc!c pc.u‘u" The pcnple ot
Ahmedabad know better.

VII. The police did not conduct the mandatory police drll.
VIII. It did not contact religious and community leaders to make appeals for peace.

IX. On February 28, as carefully planned mass killings were engineered in 30 dipferent locanons all over the state, two sentor
cabinet munisters sat in the police control room in Ahmedabad and the state control room in Gandhinagar and directly intluenced
the police not to act.

Gujarat state health minister Ashok Bhatt - who, inaidentally, faces a enminal charge ot murdenng a police head constable
Desar on April 22, 1985 at Khadia in Ahmedabad - was in the police control room (PCR) at the Ahmedabad police
comnussionerate in Shahibaug for more than three hours on February 28, And the Gujarat urban development mimster, IK

Jadeja, considered Modi’s nght-hand man, had parked himself in the state police control room at Gandhinagar for four

hours trom 11 am. onwards.

Commussioner Pandev’s untenable explananon is that the arrangement was simply to facilitate casy flow ot government
directions as Union defence minister George Fernandes was also visiung on March 1. In a situatnon ot cnsis, the control
room 1s a cntical area of operation since this 1s one location where all the detalled information sent to and from vanous
locations 1s received and responded to. The officer-in-charge of the control room is always kept intormed on wireless about
what 15 happening. Top police officials that CC spoke to countrywide, said 1t was “shocking” and “unheard ot that poliucians
sitn and try to influence the independent funcuoning of the police. The Commussioners of Police (CPs) of Ahmedabad,
Baroda, Rajkot, Mchsana and Nadiad are personally culpable for allowing the violence to not just carry on but reach
unprecedented proporuons. The SPs of 16 out of Gujarat’s 24 total distrnicts are also directly culpable.

Given the BJP's track record and at a ume when communal polansation ran deep, instructuons’ tfrom polincians could
only be detnmental rather than aimed at conserving law and order. In the case of Guarat, when the ruling party and
members in responsible positions in government actually espouse an anu-Constitutional and divasive ideology, such interference
in the police control room assumes criminal proportons. Given the conduct of the police n Ahmedabad citv and the state
wide massacres recorded in detail in the Testrmom” section, 1t is easy to guess what these ministers were up to. In the case of
many vicums who this reporter spoke to, mobile phones of the semior policemen they were tryving to contact had just been
switched off.

X. The general message sent out to the police was that minimum response and action to pamic calls should be allowed, that
armed crowds of 53-15,000 should be left to do their business and complaints should not be registered or should be doctored.

The section utled “Tesumony”, details the depth of police enminaliy and complicity. To recall a few:

» A few hundred calls from Naroda Gaon and Naroda Paova were made 1o CP Pandev and even DGP, Gandhinagar.

»  There were several calls made trom the Gulberg Society where tormer Congress MP Ehsan Jaftn was pleading for help
in the face of a mob, which in Inspector Erdas own words was “20-22000 strong™ (See “Testimonm " section). He kept calling the
control room until he was charred to death along with 65 o his relatives and neighbours. Police ofticals, speaking anonymously,
contirmed that Jatfri had made frantc telephone calls to the director general of police, the police commussioner, the chief
secretary, the additional chief secretary (Home) and others. Three mobile vans of the cry police were on hand around Jaffn’s
house but did not intervene. Sources within the police contirmed that the MP fired m the air, in a desperate last-ditch attempt
at self-defence when he had utterly failed to get police assistance. At that point, the marauders broke into his house, and among
other inhuman deeds, stnpped and raped his daughters and then burnt them abive along with their father. It was only the Rapid
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Acton Force [RAF ot the contral overnment that intervencd when 1m was far oo late, around 5 p.m.

7 KK Mysorewala, police inspector, Narowda pobce stanon, who s indicred by several evewitness accounts < See “Testmon

wection told the Aar Tk, TV channel on Nareh 20 Suined ko 11 i s o kar ihaam ke "8 bare fik . 1S 2000n1

TR ’ ng phr Kryd K5 0 chade Ddini,

Lo ek aadnn 07 Sdlidl Padr e M

a dd ok Contrnl Krse s ona b v, i dudia mos e The ioting contmued from 1 the maorning to ~ 8 n the
evening, There were about 15 2000000 people here . police was here, the police was also here, Finng was done and rear pas
shells were also exploded - the mob was such that it could nat be controlled by anvone. It was such a by mob.”

7 This was also the nme the Naroda Patva massacre began, in which, by the end of the dav, over 91 Mushms had been
torched. Over two dozen survivors from Naroda Gaon and Naroda Paova confirmed that they bad made over a hundred
distress calls to Pandev. They sav his mobile was peravnently switched off, There was a simudarly callous rCSPONSe rom most
ot the DCPs and addinonal €Ps except Tandon, who tinally helped the rese of the Naroda survivors to safen in the dead
ot night. Had he not done o, the muassacre would have continued and the numbers lost would have been much higher.

# The pohee could notor did nor respond 1o pleas 1o protect a retired and a situng judge of the Ahmedabad high court
Justice Akbar Divechaad Justice Kadn compelling then: to seek army protecuon tor their satens. None less than the chief
justice ot the Guparat Figh Court told the judees not 1o relv on the pohce  See Testimany section

7 The state police allowed large, several thousand strong mobs on the Ahmedabad Modasa Highwayv: the Baroda
Godhra route where over 25 Laree factories and farm Linds were burnt in broad davhight . Havoe was wreaked by organised
mobs and ther motorevele pilots armed with mobile phones tor coordination. These motoreveles especially on the Godhra
Madasa route through Panchmahal district, would tirst track tleeing families and villagers, after which a mob would descend
upon them, rape, brutalise, hack and kill. There was no patrolling of the highways in
Guparar, which displavs, on the part of the state police, an utter ignorance of, 1t not

inditterence to, the acuvities of the BIP RSS, VHE and the Barane Dal. who have

The people came
pohee had abviously learnt nothing 1from 1ts own station records and FIRs tiled in anntﬂnE nusly (On the
August 1998 when a socal and cconomie boveort was unleashed in Randhikpur roads) and there were
Sanieh, tollowing incendiany pamphilers that were used o mobilise Lirge sections of 15-20,000 of them. SO let
f | s
the population the police arrest
# In the Baroda BENT Bakeny Case, policemen trom the Pangate police station 15-20,000 people.
: il drove past the road on which the bakery 1s located, 1otally unmundful r.vi' the Everywhere, at every
huge mob that had encircled the bakery, Fourteen persons were burned alive there. pouce station let the
. . 4
When the Baroda Coomissoner of Police, Tutera was contacted by concerned policearrest 10-15,000
. “ y
atizens and traumansed survivors abour the overall tatlure of the Baroda police o 1
people each.
— Dr. Jaideep Patel, J. Sec., VHP, Gujarat;
(Star News, March 10, 2002)

mocked the law and order machinery consistently over the past two vears, The

ST

respond to compalines he s alleped to have remarked, “lapda nankar kicka kian

W AW ho's work wall vour servant dos - implung that the police 18 subservient
e ruling partvn power,

# The Panchmabal police Ser Terzmeny ' e were parnv and privy 1o the
burning abve and hacking of villagers. The police post at Pandharwada village did
nothing to stop the kilings. The Dailol and the Mehsana police were also guilty of the same muisconduct when they faled to
prevent massacres ke the one at Sardarpur; similarly, o Anand district and Kheda distnier iwhere massacres have taken
place , the police presence was no help.

Sumiuticanthy, one of the messages that the Ahmedabad control room recenved while munister Ashok Bhatt was there, was that his
son, Bhushan, alocal BIP councillor, had been mobbed by a group at Bhandan Nt Pol in Gackwad Haveli area. Bhatt is reported
to have mstructed the statt 1o send torees there immediately to reseue his son. That was the firstinstrucnon he gave, €C has leamnt,

XI. s
have been widely airculated. Media reports have frequently drawn attention to these obnosious publicanions (See
‘Datchine Guiarat’ sectuon . Fayen betore the Godbra inadent, since earls February, a highly provacanve p.m!.ph!cr
exhorung cadres 1o cconomically boveort Mushims, was 1n circulation across the state, VHDEP, RSS, Bajrang Dal and H‘Il’

ince February 1998 4 Lirge number of incendiary pamphlets instugatng violence agamst the state’s minornines

have made "good use” of hate speech and hate wrining earlier, too, to ercate a “suitable’ social chimate. The Gujarat
police 1s guilty of notininatng or pursuing cniminal action against them. To argue that this tareeted hate speech 1s not
related to the eneincered violence would be pucrtle. In august 1998, the VHPS “Onward To Sameh™ pamhlet (see CC,
October 19958 led 1o the arpeted violence in both Sanjelt and Randikpur. In December 1999 betore Dangs in South
Guparat was terronised by the BIP VHE, hate drven ann-Chrisunan pamphlets were distnibuted in lakhs see €€
lanuary 20000 Ax can be scen from the Pamphlet Porsor section i this report, whether it s the fomenting of general
hatred against Mushms; or specitically detating gory and chilling caranges against women as happened 1in Naroda,
Naroda Patnva, Chamanpura, and the Mchsana and Panchmahals districr cadres were filled with the venom contained
in these examples of hate wntning and they chillingly, acted upon them.
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The manner in which the BIP government has encouraged VHP and RSS workers, has given them the gumpuon to rule
the State. At a public meeting held at Law Garden i September 2000 detals obtamed from the police:, highly provocanve
speeches were made 1 gross violaton ot secton 1230 N acton was taken. One of the comments made at this public
meeting: “There are 36 wiazs o1 the Quran thar should be removed because they perpetrate v lence: and, 1o make Islam less
violent, these 36 ayars should be removed.”

XIL The constituencies of some sittinge MIAs and nunessters bave been the venues of the worst incidents of carnage this
ume. Bapunagar in Ahmedabad, one of the worst aftected arcas, s the Bome constituency of the muimster of state tor home,
Gordhan Zadaphiva, Paldi, Ahmedabad s the consutueney ot Haren Pandva, tormer state home munister and currently
revenue minister. Nitn Patel, 1 state cabinet muster allegedh led the v dence mcluding sexual assault of a woman i Kadih
Mehsana district. Narav Laloo Patel s another mmster i Mods cabinet trom Ungaon Mehsana distnet who allegedhv inspired
and Jed bouts of violence, including sexual assault and arson. Raghor, rrom where Modt recently won an elecnion, has never
hetore witnessed a ror Ashok Bhatr, health nunester, Guyarar s also directly ramed 11 the evidence of vicums

XIIIL. Pobice response to rumaours, which act as agent provocateurs in communal rior situation, 1s coocal In Gujarar,

from February 27 Apnl 10,02 the pohice nadid

WHSeNEOy e il e CEITed Al Teds sy M Cunirel tiolence i the WAy 6f TIONGHTS. [ he

danly newspaper Sande was used 1o actvely promaore tear and insccunn i the majonny when the mimonn was being
targetted and the police did precious e 1o Jittuse the sitaation.

XIV. Indian Law, be 1t the Arms Act, the Unlawrul Pracoces Act, the Police At or the Constitution is clear on the ssue
of organisations that strike terror among people and those that are armed. Carrving ot swords “capable ot beng used tor
carrving out physical violence is prohibited under secnion 37 ot the Bombay police Act. conviction can be trom tour months
to a4 vear . Yet the police has allowed this armung and faal wse ot words to vo unchecked. The VHEP and B, through msin!
drkhia samareh s have been distnbuting small sharp knives that can be disgrused as anshual They pro wudlv announce to the press
that they conduct arms traning for vouny children and women. see €O Campizon July 2001 and € ¢ Nar 010 C has accessed
confidential information, that needs to be investgated to show that one of the camps that the RS VHP BD combine allegediy
usetor training in violence and techniques of knng s located at Kathwada ncar Memdavad in Kheda disenet.

In Guyarat, this arms distribution has assumed astronomical proporuons. Distnibution ot trhuls, taluars and other arms
conunued untl Mareh 31, Police officers made the seizures in Bejalpur, Shahpur, Mannagar, Varwa and Kalupur ¢ ympulsory
only atter the Gujarat genocide. The police made serzures only in mud- Apnl whereas state nteligence ought to have been
nformed of them and acted on this carlier. VHP joint see. Judeep Patel has publich admitted that swords and mrehinds are
regularly distnbuted. “We have been distributing these weapons since 1985, Trechue! Diksia Samarots and Bharativa Abhivans
have been held. Nobody has objected not even the police.” Intormanon available suggests that Dudheshwar in Ahmedabad

Police-parivar nexus

A.ll vital and sensitive postings in the Guijarat police were systematically politicised and saffronised by the BJP
immediately after coming to power. Several months ago, the then home minister, Haren Pandya, widely reported to
have personally led the marauding mobs against Muslims last month, completely reshuffled the police inspectors and
sub-inspectors in Ahmedabad and Vadodara, sidelining the police commussioners and the DGP.

Here are some examples of the police-panirar nexus:

Ahmedabad

1. Police Inspector VB Raval, (PCB, Ahmedabad City) Crime Branch: He participated in the demolition of the
Babri Masjid as a 4ar sevak and proudly displays a photograph thereof as a trophy. This deed of his is said to have
fetched him such a plum post.

2. RD Makadia, DCP Zone IV: Very close to VHP leader Pravin Togadia; works as his agent.

3. Savani, DCP Zone V: A close ally of Togadia.

4. RB Jebalia, DCP Zone VI: Hails from Amreli district, as does Togadia. He is said to be under a personal
obligation to Togadia, though he may not be outright communal.

5. PB Gondia (IPS) DCP, Zone III: His father is an ex-MLA (Congress.) He was offered a BJP. ticket from
Panchmahal dist. during the last Assembly elections. He was ready to contest but his father persuaded him not to.

6.Parghi (IPS) DCP Zone I: Brother-in-law of Gondia. He was seen moving in his official vehicle along with Haren
Pandya during the niots.

7. D] Patel, DCP, Zone I1: Also very close to Togadia.

Himmatnagar (Sabarkantha)

8. ND Solanki, SP Himmatnagar: His father is an active office-bearer in the VHP.
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and a district in Rajasthan are where the swords are acquired from. [Recently, the Rajasthan government seized a jeep
carrving swords trving to cross over into Gujarat at Sirohn Rajasthan.}

XV. The Police 1s also guilty, post Guparat carnage, of bullving vicums /survivors into tiling FIRS where the accused are only
idenutied as mobs rather than rasng v the indinadual leaders of parnes that vicnms/ survivors dennty relaung to each inaident.

XVI. Conunuing Violence:The role of the Police in Gujarat, especially Ahmedabad airy, has tailed to inspire confidence
among the attected, even atter the fisst round of brutalines. It has been responsible for highly dubious ¢ nduct from mud
March to mud-Apnl as well. On the eve ot PM Atal Behan Vajpavee's vist to Ahmedabad, on April 3, the police were at the
foretront of an assault aganst minonny sections of the population in the curtew-ridden parts of Gomupur, Ahmedabad. The
Police, led by PISD Sharma, in the presence of Mr, Parmar of the Ahmedabad Collectorate, led a violent attack on the 750
retugees of the Suleiman Roza Reliet Camp (behind Nutan Mills), Saraspur and actually shot two persons, Pirujbhar Mohammad
Sheakh 30 and Khatoonbr Shartfuddin Saved (45,

As a result, the 750 strong camp was violently, wound up. Advocate Nizam was shot dead by the police inside his home
on Apnl 3 and Dr. Ishag Sheikh, Vice President, of the Al Ameen Garib Niwas Hospital, was brually assaulted by the police.
See secuon on Conunung Violence.) On Apnl 14, two more persons were shot dead by the police at Danapur when, in fact,
hev were beng attacked by a violent mob. The number of Iives lost due to deliberate pohice criminaliey will be astronomically
high. These figures are being witheld by the government,

BJP and the police in Gujarat

After February 1998, when Keshubhar Patel came to power, a caleulated displacement of Mushm began. All Mushm otficers
began to be myven exceutive posts (they were assymed to Law and Order-Cnme Invesuganon). Faght of the 141 1PS officers i the
state who are Mushims, were deliberately keep away tfrom decsion making posts.

As a result of this well known and blatantly unconstitutional policy of the Gujarat
government, the vounger batch of Mushm IPS officers who passed out in 92193 Seniormuoeﬂcers
have never exercised therr execunve capabilities; they have never seen executive ham'tbmvicﬂmised
policing. Gujarat 1s the only state n the country where IPS officers who are Muslim bytrand’ers. Theyhave
have never been assigned the post of deputy SPof police. Az present, twa Muslm iust | ted
officers who are qualified to be giren the post of a 18P, which would put them 1n direct J P Mod
charge of maintaning law and order in half or one third of a district, have been
deliberately denied the opportunity. For an IPS officer, the charge ot SP, or DySP s (The Times of b Delr: Maech 27, 20023
a cniucal traming opportunity to gain experience In execution and supervision.

Every police dhons has a constable wath a head constable who could be in-charge
of a beat, out post, or a cheu ks Since the BJP assumed power in Guarat, it has ensured that were a head constable to be a
Mushm, he would not be in-charge of the beats/outposts under the dowks. While addressing a mecung of Baroda range
officers in 1999, a munister from the state cabinet did a shocking thing. He demanded that the names ot all head constables
and officers above that grade be read out to him publicly. The signal was that the charge ot an outpost should not be given
to a Mushm.

In 1999, Mahen Triveds, the mimster of state for home, stated publicly at a police tuncuon: “We have told vou that we
don’t want Mushms in controlling posts. Why 1s he posted therez” At the DySP and Inspector level, there are 65 Mushms in
the service all over Gujarat. With the exception of one who has a close relationship with a minuster, all others have been
shunted to CID Cnme, traming computers, civil defence and raillwavs.

In the three cnncal government departments concerned with recruitment — the Gujarat Public Service Commussion,
(GPSC), the Panchavat Service Selection Board and the Cram  Seva Samitt — there 18 not a single member from any
minonty community. In the vital departments of government —— establishment, recruiment, law and order, finance and

loans department, there are no minonty persons at all. Thas is blatantly anti-constitutnonal as it violates the principles of non-
discnmunation and equal opportunty.

Some examples of open discimination:

In late 1999, when a Patel was murdered in Rajkot, the then CM (Keshubhai Patel) went there on a personal visit; a few
davs later some 8-10 Mushms died in an incident but neither the CM nor any minister visited the cin!

Transfer and punishment posting are very common in Gujarat. For example, DYSP Parmar, Viramgam who arrested 5
VHP workers was shifted over mght. Punish the good and reward the gulty, 1s the policy followed consistently by the Modi regime
as also by his predecessors in Gujarat.

Subsequent to the ethnic cleansing 1n March, after a secret meeung of political bigwigs and favounte bureaucrats in
Gandhinagar, punishment postings were dished out to ‘disobedient” pohcemen. Their cime? Thev had disobeved orders,
which allowed Hindu mobs free rein and thus managed to contain or prevent loot, arson and killings.

1.1 ek Sarastara, SP, Kutch: The voung officer arrested a Home Guard commandant after he assauhed a Mushm woman.
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The commandant is a known VHIP worker. Srivastava has been shunted 1o the post ot 8P Prohubiion
has taken his place. Kutch was peacetul when Gujarat was trapped by the fires of hatred: not one death reported, no case of

\ local Guparat otticer

arson or damage 10 property. Srivastava moved swattly to control the post Godhra damage: on March 1, he ordered the arrests
of Nakhtarana zafuks VHP president, Vasant Patel and Home Guard commuandant, Akshay Thakkar, who wore his VHP links
on his unitorm sleeve. Thakkar had helped @ mob lock up sis persons inside a drzad in Nakhtarana.,

“Thev were about to be attacked with swords and set on fire, but thev managed to break upen the door and tlee. We had
intormation on who was behind the attack, and we picked up the commandant and a Shiv Sena leader,” police sources told
the media. Atter a shop was burnt down and a dargah damaged, Srivastava idenutied the culprits and made them pav tor the
reconstruction. “The police also toiled the attempts of a mob which tried to sor up things in Angia village. The police stepped
in again when VHEP acuvists attacked a dargad i Bhimsar village a few davs ago.”

Srivastava stood firm in the tace of a flurry of phone calls from nunister of state tor home, Gordhan Zadaphiva and
other ministers, police sources in Nakhtarana said. “There were two calls from the CMS office o0 they added. Though
Srivastava retused to, comment, Zadaphiva admitted that he had called up Snivastava rwice. 1 thought the leaders who were
arrested were innocent and had been picked up by mustake,” sand the minister. ©1 did my job. As 4 police officer, 1 did
whatever was required of me 1o keep law and order,” shrugped the 1988 batch otficer.

2. Praveen Gondia, DCP Zone [V Abmedabad City: Gondia registered FIRs against prominent BIP and VHP leaders tor their
role in the noung. He has been transterred 1o Gl Detence,

3. Himanshiue Bhart, NP Banaskantha: He suspended a s'.xh-m\pcc(nr who had let a Hindu mob piumlcr a villape 10 the
distnict. The PSI s close to several BIP and VHP leaders. Bhatt has been transterred to the Intelligence Bureau.

4. Manoy Antane, AP, Bharuch: He came down fast and hard on noters all across the communally senaitive distrier. He has
been transterred as 8P Narmada, a less important, smaller districr.

The mouve, apart from vendettaz One, 1o make sure Modi has his key police officials 1n positions of command 1n case
he goes through with his evmucal plan tor electons. Two, in case there 1s President’s rule, the move can be effectvely
subverted with soft saffron clements in kev places in the police and the burcaucracy.

5. Rabul Sharma, AP Bharnagar: The nots erupted when he had been in charge for onlv 25 davs. Sharma fired on a mob
that was trving to set a madrassa on fire, and put allits leaders behind bars, By his firm act, 400 voung hves were saved. A local
B.l P leader wanted them released. Sharma told him o gt lost. The otticer 1s now DCP (Control Room. On March 1. the
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The testimonies from the mumerous survivors of the gemocide in
Gujarat, which form a major part of this report, provide abundant
evidence of dereliction of duty and in many cases even complicity of
sections of the police force in the ethnic cleansing of Muslims.

Numerous reports published in the national dailies since March 1,
too, record seseral instances of bragen anti-Muslim bias, evident in the
acts of commission and omission by policemen - from constables to top
officials - SRP juwans and even Fire Brigade personnel. We reproduce
below excerpts from some of them:

Minors shot by police

Vadodara: An 11-year-old girl in Dudhia village was hit on the
head by bullet in police firing and is now recuperating at the SSG
hospital, Vadodara. A 14-year-old was killed in police firing at
Kisanwadi. The bullet went through his chest. In Halol, a bullet
ricocheted from a wall on a veranda of a one-storied-house, injuring
a two-and-a-half-year old. At a time when the state police are
accused of “inaction™ as mobs went around looting and killing
during the recent riots, records at the SSG Hospital here, which is
treating numerous fiot victims, are poinung at another “folly” -
police forgot the rule book during the riots and shot many above
the waist while controlling the mobs.

(The Times of India, 1 March 2002)
Police chief vanishes as Rajkot burns

Rajkot: While Rajkot burned on Thursday, its police
commissioner did a vanishing act. As mobs rampaged
the city and curfew had to be clamped after 2 gap of 17 years,

Upendra Singh switched his mobile phone off and was
nowhere to be found. And, with their chief not in sight, the
inefficiency of the local police came to the fore as mobs attacked
marked targets at will.

(The Times of India, 1 March 2002)

‘The Police watched as we were attacked’

Vadodara: “We were surrounded on all sides by police vans but
had to contend with stones from the mob. The police did nothing
to stop the attack. On the contrary, an ex-corporator instructed
them on how they should ensure that we have no way to escape,”
said a resident of Memon colony. “The police looked on as mob
artacked and destroyed homes of an ex-judge and retired army
colonel,” said Igbal Memon, who also added to the complaints
of police inaction.

(The Times of India, 2 March 2002).
RAF accused of atrocities in Surat

Surat: Rapid Action Force (RAF) jawans are alleged to have
beaten up and misbehaved with Muslim women and an
elderly mauivi in Surat. The jawans reportedly went on the
rampage on March 3, a day after residents of the
predominantly Muslim suburb of Rander faxed a message to
President KR Narayanan and Congress chief Sonia Gandhi,
secking protection from Hindu mobs. They now plan to
move court and complain to the human rights commission
against the RAF and police.

(The Hindustan Times, 5 March 2000).
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1992-batch ofticer broke up a rally led by a Shiv Sena leader and VHP actvases. For 25 davs, he held his ground, resisung
pressure from BIP MLAs minister of state tor home, Gordhan Zadaphiva and others. When leaders in the rallv including 38
leader, Kishore Bhatt and 21 VHP actvists raised inflammatony slogans, the SPassued imstructions for ther immediate
arrest. This brought the situaton under immediate control.

On the evering of March 1, when mobs were prowhng the strects, the Bhavnagar pohee, who had never faced a not
betore, momentanly seemed to lose confidence. “Sensing that my men were hesitating, | pot out and tired the first round and
thev immediately joined me. We managed to disperse the mob and did not allow them to regroup,” Sharma told the media.

For this, Sharma had to tace hear from pohtical *bosses” The BIP MLA, Sunil Oza, called up Sharma, accusing him of

surnng up trouble by arresting Sena and VHP leaders, The MEA, i fact, threatened the police saving thatat they were not
released, 1t would cause a serious law and order problem. But the police stuck 1o their principles.

Orza then reportedly exerted pressure on the director general of police’s office, but after considenng the case, the DGP
otfice did not pressunse Sharma. Then they tried to instgate nots o get Sharma into trouble, Suddenly 22 inaidents were
reported. That 1s when the police decided to use force. The Bhavnagar pe lice were on their toes, opening fire wherever and
whenever necessary, By March 2. the number of incidents had trickled down 1o 30; by March 3, there was nothing to report.
When the Army eventually reached Bhavnagar, it had httle 1o do. The interference did not stop here. The munister of state
tor home, Zadaphiva calied up Bhavnagar city police and told them not to regaster cases against those imured in police firng,
The police refused to oblige. Sharma paid the price tor his uprightness.

The 1S officers’ associauon has decided 1o meet tor discussions, and the state’s top policeman has lodged a protest. To
preempt any challenge to the abrupt transfer orders, the Gujarat government was quick to file an applicauon with the Central
Adminstranve Tribunal, pleading that it should, betore taking action on appeals against transters, allow the state government
to have its sav. “This s the first ume that the police 10 any part of the country have been taught mnacton,” said a semor
officer. “The fallout of this would be disastrous. The next time we have a riot and a constable sees a senior officer being
assaulted by a mob, he'll probably just stand back and warch.”

Shivanand Jha and VM Parghi, addimonal police commussioner and deputy police commussioner of Ahmedabad, were
transterred on April 8 and appointed as DIG, Armed Unit, Rajkot and commandant of SR, Group Faght, Gondal, respecuvely.
Parghi was the officer who actually beat up journalists while Jha had pulled him up and tricd 1o do his dury.
Keshay Kumar, addiional police commussioner (administration), Vadodara, replaces Jha in Ahmedabad while SM Katara,
addimonal SP of Kutch takes the place ot Parghi Rakesh Asthana, who was on deputatnon, 1s DIG (enme) 1n state pe lice,

innocent and were now preventng the registration of FIRs
against the individuals who led the mobs.

6 deaths after mob attack, police call it ‘asphyxiation’
Por (Gandhinagar dist.): ... Police say all mohalla residents werc

evacuated; the villagers say some had already been killed before the
evacuation began. Irfan Ali Shaikh, a survivor who lost his wife,
says women and children were soft targets for the mob. “They
killed them pressing their fingers on their throats and police also
forced us to bury the bodies in a hurry to kill any proof of murder.”

(The Indian Express, 5 March 2002).
Police fails to provide security to activist

Ahmedabad: Well-known social activist and state vice-president
of the People’s Union for Civil Liberties .S. Bandukwala, a personal
friend of defence minister George Fernandes, has been forced to
go into hiding following an attack on his residence at Sama, Baroda.
The police has failed to provide adequate security to him despite
several requests. This is not the first ime that the Bandukwalas
have been targeted dunng communal rots.

(The Asian Age, 6 March 2002).

Failing the people

Sabarkantha: 137 petitioners from the district have moved the
Gujarat High Court to have their voices heard. They claimed that
the police had not recorded their individual FIRs. The role of the
police in Sabarkantha district, as a case in point, has only recently
become the subject of debate, from the Lok Sabha to the Police
Bhavan in Gandhinagar. The main allegation against the
Sabarkantha police is that they did not do enough to protect the

(The Indian Express, 13 March 2002).
‘We were just watching, why did they fire at us?’

Ahmedabad: “All the women had gathered for majlis - a
ceremony before Muharram which is attended by women only.
We were returning home when we saw smoke around Navapura
area... the women came outside to check what was happening
when suddenly, police personnel barged inside our homes and
started firing directly at the women,” alleges Mumtaz. (The 18-
year-old Mumtaz Bano Darbar, a physically challenged girl,
escaped death, though she was hurt by a police buller)...

“They didn't even throw tear-gas shells or lathi charge first,”
claims Sherbano Abbas Bukhari, an 18-year-old girl who was shot
in the chest. “The policewala was only five metres away when he
fired directly at me,” sobs Sherbano, who is in a very critical condition.

(The Indian Express, 22 March 2002).

FIR says Muslim MLA led riot mob

Ahmedabad: In a glaring example of what appears to be
police connivance with the ruling BJP government in Gujarat,
the Ahmedabad police put the name of a Muslim MLA in a
FIR for instigating mobs to bumn Hindu establishments when
he was actually in the Gujarat Assembly attending the session
discussing the law and order situation in the state.

(The Asian Age, 23 March 2002).
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according to an otticial release, PC Valera would replace Keshay Kamuar as depun police commuisaioner adnumistranon

The post has been downgraded.

PB Upadhayva, supernintendent intelhipence, Gandhinagar, has been posted as distriet supernintendent o Police, Amrel PN
Patel, commandant, SRP, Group baght, Gondal, would hold the post previoush held by PR L padhava as SP Intelhgence. 128
Bhatt has been appomted SPovignlance squad, DGPS ottice, Gandbanagar.

The Gujarat government under the BIP has used the 1B antellipence burcan tor s polincal programme, tarpetung: the
minonty commumty. Farlier, details of places of residence and business of members from the nunornty communiny were
mamntained to ensure protecton to them when needed. The present government has completely misused the B machinen
to tind out who bves where and make therr cadre’s sob casy.

The manner in which the selective attacks taok place atter Feb, 28 caggests asimister inkintormanon collected by departments
like revenue, sales tax, the registrar of companies, the tacton mspectors records, and shops and estabbshments records were
passed on 1o the mob leaders who used this intormation to direet thar killer squads on cellular phones o the nest address tor
mutlaton, rape, murder, oot and arson. Pantdoon, on CG road in Ahmedabad has a 10 per cent Mushm partnershup. Simulariy,
a Mushm holds a munor partnership in the ain’s Honda showroom, Rajesh Mehra, a Punjabr Fhindu who owns € pper Chimney
had entered 1into a business ve-up with o s/edd trom the Middle Fast. Who and how did the mobs and their leaders, who were
also in government, get access to this mtormanon betore they acted with such milian precistons Leaders of the mobs were
seen with e mputer printouts that had all these detals.

The present government had alreadv tnied w2 podie tor aselecnive census ot Christans and Mushms, which they were
compelled to withdraw after a nanonwide protest. oo "Dasedine Cuonaras” sectton

The Gujarat pobice, under mstructions from the government mstituted a
"Cell to Momitor Inter-Communiey Marriagres”, astep that 18 4 gross violanon

Yesterday they (the police)
arrested 700 people. In
Ahmedabad alone they fired
300 rounds... Therefore to
say they were spectators is
simplistic... If somewhere
there has been dereliction of
duty by particular officers
then I'm sure we’ll take all

ot the Indian Consututon.

The peneral secretany ot the distniet Home Cruard commund s a VHIP mun.
There 1s a poliey decision under the Home Guards scheme to ereate a post hike 4
“shikshak. sabay called surakscha b’ under this scheme, pohcemen are bared ar
2,500 rupees tor 4 vears. Thar recrutment procedure 15 ad hoc It does no
tollow the normal rules, the intention 1< obvioushv to make them permuanent atter
tour vears. The present government has alreadv ereated health, educanon " &
now there is a strong move to tollow the same partern tor the police toree,

At present, there are 00 vacancies tor policemen ' Guparat. Recnutment
through the normal route, ke GEPSC s a procedure not casily prone to manipulanon

since there are arduous tests and other procedures o be tollowed. However, now
this novel idea 1s beng pushed through 1o mtroduce the police sfaad at Rs 1,300
to 2000 per month, After 6 months of this induction 1in an ad hoe wan, and

measures against them...
— Arun Jaitley, Union minister;
(Is Wagt, March 1,2002)

COMMUNALISM COMBAT ¢« MARCH-APRIL, 2002

N
N

through which acnve infiltranon has been attempted, pohucal bosses have been
pushing to regulanse their emplovment under the permunent category. Through
the backdoor, then, cadres are being recrwited. Atter tour vears of ad hoc service,
thev are inducted directly into the toree. The recrutment procedure tor the police whaadaos deliberately lax CC leams that nearly
4,000 from the VHP, Bagrang Dal and RSS cadres have already been inducted as pohice safaaks, These are the persons that are

creating havoc with the police svstem and have been used successtullv in the recent genoaide.

Owver the last 5 vears as many as 12,000 VHP workers have been inducted o the state Home Guards, with many district
chiefs being VHP otfice bearers. Barring one or two, all the 25 Home Guard commandants in the state are primary members
of the VHP and Bajrang Dal. The Home Guard™ position is a cnincal one tor the maintenance of Liw and order in rural
arcas. Through massive intiltranon over the past tour vears, the H‘H’ and 1its rabid wines have virtually taken control of the
Home Guards machinery. ltis an arrangement that has worked welf rar the Sangh Parrvar or Gagaraz on recenz wecke In past weeks
there have been reports that 6,000 Home Guards have been asked 1o po on leave by the chiet manister because of therr
transparent and close associanons with the cadres o the RSS, Vishwa Hindu Panishad and Bayrang Dal.

There 1s a pracuce followed by the Gujarat police i rural areas with regard 10 the entries made and the questions asked
for entries in the Village Crime Notebook. These questions are reserved exclusively tor NMushms, Padiitan tani talan dekbadrye
che ke nayee? What was bus position during Partition? [s be i knoun Gandbe vadi? (Docs e shon a leanmng tomards Paksszan? Wit was s
pasition during Partitiont 15 he a known Gandban?)

The intense nsecuniry telt by Mushms in Guparat 1s borne out by the fact that even Mushm policemen are atraid to put
name tags on their uniforms and have sought special permission 1o be on duty without therr name tags. Special 1G Al Saived,
with over 25 years ot service, was asked to help a group on his way to Karan He stopped and tried to help out the hapless
people. But he was assaulted when they saw bis name. The level of anarchy s evident from the fact that many police otficers
posted 1n sensitive areas have simply stopped wearing their name tags, which s agaimst the law. Many Mushm police
personnel, including PSIs and Pls do not teel secure weanng therr name tags while on duty in not-attected arcas.
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A call to conscience

A cempnr serrmne ottioor of S JPSN L wihaze Noario Ran, DG F ek o, recontly aratazed hei letter ta all memibers of the Indan Police

-y

FrrICe 1 M ,\f..‘r'.f JTI. Didd Fegedted sampe (RODOEIINe Feifanise s OnE 18 miakiny s puelic mr the anterests af  furthuring a debdfe on 1isues of

CORSTENCE Wi the toriesg;”

Dmr Colleague,

[ am writing to vou at a very difticult nme as an Indian Police Serviee ofticer and with a sense ot anguish. The recent
events related 10 the communal bolocaust i Guparat are a matter of great concern tor the country and should inspire sernious
introspection among all of us IPS officers, The rernble carnape that occurred at Godhra was an early warning ot the fact
that big evenrs of communal destruction could occur the next day all over the State and the expectanon from a protessional
police torce was that 1t would oppose all acnons of revenge and counter violence with all the toree that it could muster. But
this did not happen. Not only was the pohice unsuccesstul i contuning the violence ot the next few davs bur, it seemed, that
i mamy plices policemen were actvely encouraging the nioters, The tulure of the police should not be attnbuted 1o the

lower ranks but must be seen s a fwlure ot leadership, that s a talure of the 1PN,

The events that followed the beastly incident at Godhra did not surprise a person ke myselt who 1s not only a pohce
officer but also a keen student ot social behaviour. The same old story was repeated evervwhere trom Ahmedabad, the
capttal, to the rural arcas. Sinee 1960, 10 almost all nots that have occurred, the same picture has been pamnted in the same
colours, a picture of a !:r]p]c\x and often acovely mactive police torce that allowed waling members of the minonty

community to be looted and killed i s presence, that remamed a mure witness to some of their members being burnt alive.

Whatever mav be my concerns as an ordinary cinzen, as a police
officer, myv greatest concern is the preservaton of the protessional
character of the police torce. An insensitive chiet mumister can pat his

incompetent police toree on the back and the semor police h-.ulrrr\!zzp Fora_n average mlicem
can also blame the musleading media’ and the ann national nunortes” collection Ofmteuigence is limited
tor anv crmncism made of s handhing of the situanon. But the truth s to gathering of information about
that afrer everv not the same cnneism s made ot the pohee, that of the activities of communal Muslim
its not only having taled 1o protect the hves and property of the Organi“ﬁonl-

mmorities bur ot siding wirth Hindu noters and encouragnng them.

And after this recent riotng also the same ermnesm s bemnge levelled
agrinst the Guarat police.

Whatever happened in Guparat is not something news It only once
agram “n(]yrl:nf_-\ the tact that the senlor ]('.!\lL'NhIP ot 1||c e shee will Bave to st down .nnl thlnL as o \‘.h} .tl.'lc! CVery rnot ﬂ‘lc
same story 1s repeated: that of 1N IMPCETENCe, MCTVIN and cnimunal nevheence. Unnl we accept that all 1s notin order in our
own house, nothing can be put nght.

Th

ot intellipence betore the outhreak ot violence, preventive measures while tension s escalating, use of torce to stop violence

e frstoinstututionalised opposiion to communal violence is mitrated by the police. This occurs at several levels: collection

and, atter peace i restored, imitanon ot legal proceedings agamst the gl These are some of the steps taken by the police

to combat communal nors. Nane o these steps can be taken eftectivelv it we ourselves are infected with a communal bias,

For an average policeman, collection ot intelligence is imited to gathenng of intormation about the activities ot communal
Mushim organisanons. [11s not casy to make him reabise that the acnvines of Hindu communal organisations also come
under the purview of anti-national actvities and, theretore, 1t s necessary 1o keep an eve on thar activities also. Itis a tact
that very Little input on the actuvines of communal Hindu organsations and their acovists 1 1o be tound in the police stanon

records,

Simularly, preventive arrests, even in not situations in which Mushms are the worst sutterers, are restricted 10 members ot
the minonty communty, Further, even where Mushms are heng attacked and the police resorts to finng, their main targets

are Mushms. Housc-scarches and arrests reveal the same bias

What happened in Guparat was a repention o the above hut on an unprecedented scale where the extent of violence and
destrucnion was unparalleled and one sided. The other ditterence was thar for the first nme the inaction, connivance and bias
of the police were all on display on television sereens in every Indian and many toreien’ homes. Now we have lost even the
fig leat of alleged musrepresentanon by the prim media,
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It mayv be relevant to mention here that on many occassions when leadership was provided which was protessionally

sound and free trom any communal bias, the same bunch of pohcemen have won confidence of vanous secuons of
society and made therr organisations proud of them. The old truism s borne out that penerals fail and not the troops. Very
often the officers blame lower ranks of the force tor therr inabiliey to control communal contlicts effecuvely, But we
have seen even in the recent Guparat happemings that in the mudst of fatlures there were success stones in which upnght
IPS officers led their men trom the tront and ensured that there was no loss of ite and property i their area of
responsibilin,

It 15 a sad fact that police-ofticers who have not just failled 1o control niot situanons but who have actually given
them their actuve support have not been punished in even one instance. The ant Sikh niots ot 1984, espeaially in the
capital of the country, one ot the best-pohced aties, saw the killings of thousands of Sikks that could not have
taken place without the active connivance of police. Despite indictments not only by the press but by several
inquiry commuissions, in some of which disunguished IPS ofticers ke Sri Padma Rosha were alsoanvolved, not one
police otficer was punished and none of their careers was adversely atfected. The Madon Commission and Srikrishna
Commissions have suttered the same fate.

It s very clear that no outside agency can retorm us. This 15 a 10b we will have to do ourselves. It we have any sense of
prde leftin the service to which we belong which has had an illustrious past and has empoved great presuge in the country, the
tme has come for us to set about this task i night carnest. We must call a general house of the Central [PS Associanon and
demand that the government take acton against Gujarat otticers who have tailed in their pnimary duty to maintain law and
order and prevent violence; and aganst all otficers who have falled in similar situations since 1984, We should not treat the
assoctation as a trade union body to fight for better pay and service conditions but as a medium to improve the service itself.
It the government does not take any action, the very least that we can do is remove such ofticers from the membership of
the Associaton,

Hoping to hear from many of vou shortly,

— Vibhuti Narain Rai, IPS (UP RR, 1975,

Punish the partisan police!

In the "All India Services Ihsaiphine and Appeal: Rules, 1969, Part 11 - Penalues and Disaiphnary Authonues” there
aiready exait provisions tor the sacking trom service of LAS and 1PS officials guilev of “anv act or omission which renders bim
hable to any penalty speafied in rule 6.7

Since 1995, Communalism Combat has led a nanonwide debate on the issue of deep-rooted bias among the echelons ot the
Indhan Police Service and the lower constabulary. We have consistently analvsed and exposed this disturbing trend evident in
most situations of communal violence. Fvery judicial commussion of quiry appointed by different governments in
different states since Independence has severel indicted the police tor ws blatantly partisan conduct. The talure of
ofticers 10 unitorm to tollow the law —~ the Indian Consutution, and the 1PC = have aflowed some of postindependent India's
worst massacres (Delhi 1984, Bhagalpur 1987, Mecrut Maliana 1989, Avodhyva 1992, Surar 1992, Bombay 1992 1993
among many athers) o take place.

Through the pages of CC highly respected renred 1PS ofticers have made a number of suggestions to ensure a protessional
IPS and TAS cadre that remains wedded 1o consututional principles of equity, tair plav and non-disenminatuon. These have
included,

7 The districts aty collector and the police chiet must be held directly responsible 1f he 1s unable to control communal
violence within 24 hours, In instances of major conflagranons, he/she/they must be suspended or dismussed trom service.,

7 Men in unitorm, particularly senior officers, gl of derelicnon of duty must be prosccuted and punished swaftly,

» The state must adequately compensate survivors of communal violence for fatling in s pomary dury o protect the
lite, iberny, properny and digniry of cinzens. Property loss must be compensated asaf the entire property were tully insured.

“No ot can continue tor more than 24 hours unless the state wants 1t to continue,” a serving police officer, then DIG of
the BSE, Vibhun Narain Ra had told €€ in the course of a major interview in 1995, Since then, Rai’s bold remarks have
been constantly reterred 1o 10 nanonal discourse on the 1ssue.

It anvthing, the shocking conduct of the Guijarat police — not only since February 27, 2002 but ever since the BJP came
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A serving LTAS otficial has now drawn € Cs attenton to the fact that in the *All India Services (Disciphne and Appeal)
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Rules, 1969, Pare I = Penaltes and Diseiplinary Authonuies”, there afready exasf provisions tor the sacking from service of
IAS and IS officials gulee of “anyv act or omission which renders him hable 10 any penaley speaitied o rale 6.7

Sectnons 107 110 and sections 143 132 of the Crniminal Procedure Code (CrPC give adequate precentire and punitive powers

and deem it the duty of drctrct magritrates and police hiets 1o prevent breach of peace and ensure the rule of law:

- Demand exccution of bonds, with or without secunty, trom persons likely to comnut breach ot peace "Sec 1077

- Demand secunty tor pood behaviour from any person who intentionally disseminates or attempts to disseminate or
abets the dissemimation of any material that s ikelv 1o neite communal passion or religrous hatred (Sec 108);

- Demand security for good behaviour from suspected persons (See 1003

» Demand securinv tor pood behaviour from habitual ottenders (Sec T

- Prohibit repetiion or continuance ot public nuisance (Sec 143;

r lssue order in urgent cause of nuisance or apprehended danger (See 144

r Arrest without warrant Scc 145 1485

s Prevent cogmisable offences (See 1497

- Intformanon to immediate seniors: of design to commut cognisable offences (Sce 1505;
r Arrest 1o prevent the commussion of cogmisable otfences See 1515

- Preventon of injury to public propertv Sec 152)

It the above mentoned provisions of the CerPC spell out the powers and duties of distnet magastrates and pohee chiets to
ensure the rule of law, the All India Service Rules (1969) carry the provisions tor the purushment of errant TAS and IPS otficials.

THE ALL INDIA SERVICES (DISCIPLINE AND APPEAL) RULES, 1969
PART IH—PENALTIES AND DISCIPLINARY AUTHORITIES,
6. Penaltics:

1) The following penalties may, for good and sutficient reasons and as heremnatier provided be imposed on a member of

the Service, namely:

vt Compulsary retrrement: Provaded that, 1f the aircumstances of the case so warrant, the authonity imposing the penalty
mav direet that the rettrement benetits admissible to the member of the Service under the All India Services (Death-cum-
Reurement Benetits: Rules, 1958, shall be paid at such reduced scale as may not be less than rwo-thirds of the appropnate
scales mdicated in Schedules N and *BT of the said rules:

vl Remoral tram Serreee which shall not be a disqualitication tor tuture emplovment under the Government,
w0 Diimzeial trom Serriee which shall ordinanly be a disquabficanon tor future emplovment under the Government.

7. Authority to institute proceedings and to impose penalty:

Rules under 771 va and 7710 by \[Wt'l'lll\ that, depending on where the person in Service s posted, the competent

authonte to nsttute disaphnary proceedings against him or her, to impose on him such penalty specttied in rule 6 as
1t thinks N, will be the state or the central government — editors,

=2 The penalty of dismissal, removal or compulsory returement shall not be imposed on a member ot the Service
except by an order ot the Central Government.

T3, Where the punishing Government 1s not the Government on whose cadre the member 18 borne, the latter
Government shall be consulted betore any penalty specitied 1o rule 68 impasced:

Provided that in relation to the members of the Service borne on a Joint cadre, the punishing Government shall
consult the Jomnt cadre Authoriy:

Provided turther that where the Governments concerned are the Central Government and the State Government
or two State Governments and there 1s a ditfference of opinion between the said Government in respect ot any marter
referred 1o 10 this rule, the matter shall be referred 1o the Central Government tor its decisions, which shall be passed
in consultation with the Commission.,

In the context of Guyarat, 1t s apparent that the BIP government in the state and the BJP led government at the
Centre would be least inclined o invoke these Serviee rules to punish TAS and IPS officials, “Where a member ot the
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Service has commutted any act or omission which renders him lable 10 any penalty specitied in rule 6.7 However, nothing
prevents the survivors vicums of the ethme cleansing or public minded atizens from pettioning the courts in the interest

-
N

of stice and upholding of the Consutunon,
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”
3. Mohammed [dno Mohd. Tsmail

4. Tohkir Ahmed Munir Ahmed

A Jamimiva Kifavatumiva Misen

6. Kadn Karnaludding Ahmed Al

7, Noorbanu Mohd Hakim Ansan

K. Abdul Rehman Abdul Razak Sheikh

9, Hamiudbhai s/ o Gulam Rasul Abdulbha
10, Ansan Mohuddin Jamadar

11, Sultanbhar Azizbhar Malek

2. Ansan Ihyasbhar Jumeran

13, Sabirhussain Fatchsad

14, Hamitbhar Al
15, Mohd Hussain Allahrakha Sheikh
16.  Abdul Karim Mehboobmiva Pathan
17, Zakithussain Mchmoodhussain Aran

Baks. Raillwavwala

18, lhas Ahmed Jumrou
19, Mohd. Ishak Abdul Anz
200 Mohd. Mubin Al
21, Samur Ahmed Igbal Ahmed Anan
22, Jummadin M. Zakira
23, Mahmud Hamt Mabhmud Shekh
24, Gulam Rasool Gulamnab
{ Age 22; 408 Noor Nagar, Rakhial. Shot in the head.
25, Trohadah Haderah
26.  Gabbarbhar (Wahid!

(Age 25; private secunty guard,

Shot berween the eves on February 28,
27, Isuvak Khan Nizamuddin Khan

(Age 24 Morarp Chowk, Bapunagar.

Shot in the head.;

Naroda

Gomupur

Venlpur

Kalupur

Ghatlodia
Astodia

Preventive Arrests on February 2
Godhra Inaident in Ahmedabad

Police Station

Shaherkotda

Gackwad Haveh
s Bridge
Navrangpura

Naranpura

(Officral figures obtaned iy €€

Statistics

CC has compiled this lrit of perions killed m police firng
ont Felr 28 and Narch 1, 20002
1. Akbarkhan Makram

Zahiruddin Nasiruddin Ansan

living 1 Mandu, Mastermu Chalyin Bapunagar.

28, Parwezbhar Gulamdastagr
Age 26: Residence on General Hospital Road,
Bapunagar, Shot on the nose

290 Samur Igbalbhar Mansurn

30, Kausharbhar Sobran Al

31, Nasirkhan Kavamkhban

32, Zakirbhar (Mahagujarar Bakerny)
33, Samurbhar Mahaguarar Bakery)
34, Azharuddin Sirajuddin

35, lsmaillbha Frrwale

3. Anwar Hussain

3 Nasirbhar Rajpur
38, Akhtarbbha
39, Mohammed Naim Nasrullah
40, Mohammed Azim
41, Nisarahmed AL Hamud
42, Aslambha
43 Imuazkhan Nizamuddin Pathan,
(Age 215 a resident of Moram chowk.
Shot in the head. 1 could not recogmise my own
son, part of his head was blown ut.'f," '
his mother Ammuben said.)
(Source: Al Ameen Garh Nuwas Hospatal),
This is an addinonal list of persons shot dead by
the pohce thereatter
5.3.02  Gullubhar Kanmbhai Sheikh (42); Jamalpur
26.3.02 Sartroz Takubbhar Baggiwala (23); Jamalpur
15.3.02 Mohd. Irtan Abdul Jabbar Ansan
Dodheshwar .\1;:.~'|1n‘i; 2 bullets chest
15.3.02 Sikandar Khan Pathan 22); Varwa
isiddique bhar Shaikh-Peace Corps)

153.3.02 Sved Farzana Bukhan (303 Varwa
3402 Advocate Nizaam (shot dead)
(Intarmation compiied in € € ),

AL AMIN GARIBNAWAYZ HOSPITAL
POLICE FIRING?

Who fired at these minors?

I Mohammed Hussain Injured (Minor)
2 lrshad Mirza Inpured (Minor)
3 Awub Khan Yakub Khan - Inured (Minor)
4 Igbal Mirza Mohd. Khan Injured (Minor)
5 Hamf Mirza Rashid Mirza Inured (Minor)

6 Akbar Khan Atsar Khan
Saved Javed - Imured (Minor)
8 Mushir Ahmed
9 Nizamuddin

- Imured Minor)

- Injured Minor)
- Injured Minor)
10 Firoz Fagir - Imured {Minor)

Ntatistics Obtarned by Communalism Combat
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Fanning the flames

T]w role of media, audio, visual and print s alwavs a
cnitical factor dunng nmes of internal conthict, Fannig tlames
of hatred through provocanve headlines or relaving rumour
and stereotvpe, these are the two main areas where the media
has often faltered: becoming an agent, a participant 1n the
conflict, not a rapporteur, an analvst, an observer,

The Gujarat
government under Modr decrded 1o undertake quick

So ot was atter the Godhra tragedy.
postmortems of the slain passengers in bogey 56 and take
the bodies 1o the Civil Hospital, Sola where a crowd of
bereaved familv members and angrv dangine grected them.
There was a public display of the corpses hetore the cremation;
the badly charred remains, especially of women and children,
provoked anger and revenge.

The state-controlled media was used quite deliberately for
this entire project. The ume the corpses would arnve by train
was broadcast on the radio, ensuring that a large and inflamed
gather  at

(’l’(\\\'kl \l'nll[\!

Minister Modi and Zadaphiva and this line was passed on,
without ¢rincal analvsis, by most of the media to it's readers.
It was onlv three or four weeks later, that alternate reports,
exposing this theory gradually began to appear, by which tme
much ot the d:lr‘n;l_ut: had been done.

The display of the remains, the public grief and anger at
the funerals, the orgamisaton of Ram Dhuns in different
parts of Ahmedabad in the carly morning of February 28
all served to fan an anger that created a fitung backdrop for
the preplanned and well-coordinated massacre by armed
militias 1n ditferent locations all over the state.

Two major Guaratn daihes, Sandesh and Gugarat Samachar
have been plaving a blatantly provocanve role for the past
tour vears now, especially since the BJP came to power in the
State 1n February 1998 (See €C, October 1998, Welcome o
Sandesh plaved a
proactive role which, 1n effect, aided the armed milinas in

galvanising support for violence,

Hindu Rashtra.) In the recent genocide too, |

Ahmedabad stavon. Such a crowd
did gather; there was shouung of
many provocative slopans hke
“khoon ka badla khaon se femge.” We

wafl s1dln Gaudl
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will avenge blood with bload.
This is when the post Godhra plan
wWias scot into motion.
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The media
too plaved a cninical role inoaes
cffective implementation,

[t was on Akashwani radio that
CM Narendra Modi tirst stared
that the
a version that soon became the much-touted semui-otticial and

IST or a foreen hand was behind the Godhra tragedy,”

official version. Recordings of the Akashwam broadeases

theretore need to be carefully examuned.) The tragedy was that
the State executive used this without amy mmreszgatire proor and
large sections of the media touted 1t as irresponsibly, asking o

mncal, andictng guectons.

The English language new spapers, which in the past six
weeks plaved a commendable role in tracking the violence
and investigating vanous issues that lie behind its orchestranon,
taltered shghtly on the whole question of Godhra and the
ISI link, The same Times of India, which carned a report
debunking the ‘pre planned theorny’ in the last week of March,
had been completely unerincal of statements made by
munisters saving that the *Godhra attack could not have been
Times Of India,

spontancous,” soon atter the tragedv. (The

March 6, 02,
Sandesh and Gugarat Samachar went the whole hog,

As a result, the Ghanchi Mushims of Godhra were held
responsible for the crniminal acuons of a few trom the mob
who had burned and killed and thev are sull being vienmused
1nd.l_\i
Pakistani ISI agents by the execunve CM and State Home

{See Secuon on Godhra) Moreover, thev were dubbed

3edt ooy 4id] 104 14 (85 yadlil

gadod ol Godl o

s ___ -

murder and loot. (Incadentally
some  smaller  circulaton
newspapers like Guarat Today,
Sadbbhar and Guparat Mitra have
plaved responsible roles).
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February 28, Sandesh
carried photographs of the
burning coaches of the Sabarman
Express with the headline “Fifty
Hindus burned alive™ above 1ts
masthead, a gruesome colour
spread of photographs of the Godhra corpses was the firss major
breach of media ethic and law: On the front page on the same
dav, February 28, an ensirehy concocted news storv read thus,

“From among those abducted trom the Sabarman bxpress awo dead bodies
ot Hindu sarls found near Kalol in munlated state”” was an enfied, fichiious
repert. The police tvestgated the story, searched the village and tound the
story baseless “Vadodara, Thursday: The details of the informanon about
the dead bodies of two gnrls abducted trom the bognes, dunng the attack on
the Sabarman Fapress vesterday, tound ina mutilated and ternbly disfigured
torm near a pond in Kalol, has added tuel 1o the already volanle situanon of
tension, not only i Panchmahal, but in the whole State. As part ot a cruel
mhuman act that would make even a devil weep, the breasts of both the
dead bodies had been cut. Seeing the dead bodies one knows thar the pirds
bad been raped arain and again, perhaps many tmes. There is a speculanon

that dunng this act wself the grls mught have died.

The police, however, have kept quiet and have not spoken about
this sensiuve event. On account of that, vanous speculauons duning an

already tense situation are bke adding ghee o the fire

According o the talk heard duning the night one more dead body ot
aqnrl, alsoin a ternbly munlated torm, had been tound. After being
raped and munlated, the bodyv of the woman was set on fire with

petrol. 1s there no ot to the lust*”

Thereatter, several articles in Sandesh kept fuelling this
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mmage of the non-trustworthy Mushms, trntorous 1o the
country. This arncle that appeared on March 1, 02 ntled,

reowas 4 call from the mosque: "Cur the non believers
[elarm o rrouble. 7 and g crowd attacked the ramsevass reads
thus Ol 277 February, ar cleven thirny, a Maspd locared along the

ralway hine ncited 1 crowd with the words “cut the

non
behevers. Islam s i danger,” which then attacked the survivors
ot the torched tran compartments who were sitnng by the rnlwa
tracks. The divicional rolwav manager, BB Mohpille, intormed
journabises thar a bigeer carnagre was prevented by the amely arnval
ot the police commussioner SN Pandey and his sttt whom he
ou]:'r{'d 10 \hn( " -

“While pving detals of the Gaodhra inerdent, Mohgle turther
mtormed that the chain on the Sabarman Express was pulled mwice
within a distance of one and a halt klomerres and ateer the second amic,
the tran was stopped and one compartment was torched immediredy
While antemprng to torch asecond and third compartmest, the musereants
were stopped when aunit ot the RPE, winch was patrolling there, started
tin:'_;_' and the passengers were safeh ]I('l',\n] out of the uu:tp.mmrm- In
oft-duty RPI jawans who rushed to the spot

“The survivors of rthe carnage were sienng by the radway hine
when they saw a tew shops near the mosque go up n tlames and by
113004y, the call trom the e UE WS heard and a crowd of about
300Nt 400K rushed to attack the survivors: Vit that tme, on the
instructions of the Divisional Secunny Commssioner, the RPE jawans
tired 12 rounds as a resalt of which the crowd dispersed and a worse
carnage was averted. The AS]D of the RPE saved the bves of at least
cight people from the burming tran and ajawan, Nawabsinh, who
was off-duty and had rushed to the site and started helping in the
resCue operitions. The survivors 1:1&‘|‘.ui|nu the imured were I\ul on
the Anand Passenger and the Sabarman Bxpress™

The governments calculated decision to make tull capital
trom the Godhra murders was ablv aided and abeteed by
these two newspapers which regularly ted stonies quesnomng
the inregnny and lovalie of Mushms n general. The deliberate
labelling of the muiscreants responsible tor the Godhra trageds
as fanu-nanonal Pakistams” was led by Gujarat home munister’s
Gordhan Zadaphiva, a semor Vishwa Hindu Parishad actvist,
“The bopev burning 18 a terronst act simular to the attack on
the Amencan Centre in Kolkata, The culprits in both cases
are the same.”” Through the media, he dehvered a dire threar:
“We will teach a lesson to those who have done this. No one
will be spared and we will make sure that the torees behind
this act will never dare to repeat ™

On March 7, 02 the dailv carned this repore with a
damaging headline that sugpested that Indian Muoshims
returming trom the Hap pilgnmage could be a potennal
‘terrortst’ threat to Hindus, Titled, “Possibility of Atack with
the Help and Abetment of Terronsts - Danger 1o Flindus!
Frightening Scheme of Attack by returming Haps,” i save

\anous government agencies have receved tnghtening
informanon that, atrer the Godhraoimadent, the tear of terronst
attacks 15 looming. The terronsts will use RDX purchased with
toreign funds, attack with bombs or hijack planes,

“Invesngatung agencies have contirmed thar the IS1 s
responsible for the attack on Karsevaks in Gaodhra, The ann
social clements have gone underground for the present and
are waiting for an opportunity to attack. [11s possible that the
attack will take place after the internanonal pilgnms return

tfrom Saudi Arabr atter Hap The attack 1s postponed so that
the pilgrnims can return satelv. According 1o the SP of the
Intelhgence Bureau, Sanjeev Bhat, the bombings will be as
sertous as those that took place in Mumbarin 1993 Asatin
support of this, the Chiet Mimister, Narendra Modr told the
trading communiev thart the Godhra inaident was not
communal. [t was well planned and according to the tacts
betng revealed, 1t indicates thar we have to be more alerr.
Onlv Pakistan benetits from all this.

“That there are mnternal disturbances in India and the
citizens are harassed appears to be in the interest of the
perpetrators. The Chiet Mimister stated that the government
15 determined to get to the roots of the Godhrainadent and
destrov the elements that harmed the ordimary man.

“Similarly, the tormer chiet munister, Chhabildas Mchta
said that the government and the people should take adequate
steps to ensure that Pakistan’s secret service cannor do
whatever it likes wherever it hikes”

While the State government did ban some local TV
channels, and also a Nanonal Channel which had exposed
the government’s role, 1t took no acnon against newspapers
like Sandech. Jusuce K. Javachandra Reddy, Chairman ot the
Press Council, through a statement on Apnl 3, 02 warned the
media of actuon under secuon 295 A ot the IPC and allied
provisions. (Sectuon 295 A deals with “Dehberate and
malicious acts intended 1o outrage religous techings of any
class by insulung its rebgon or relignous belhiefs,””

Meanwhile, tour voung men belonging to the minonty
Memon Mohammed Samur B and Memon Ayvub
Abubakar trom Johapura, Memon Gulam Mustafa | and
Mansun Makbul I, both tfrom Sarkhey Road),  have filed an
FIR under secnons 15370, 135, 295, 295 A

Penal Code apanst both Sandesh and Gaparat Samachar.

community

ot the Indian

The complamnt has been sent by fax to the Commussioner
ot Police, Ahmedabad, PC Pandey, on March 10, 02,

The complant states that “after the inaident ot February
27 these two publicanons, instead ot reporung news fairly,
made baseless accusations aganst the Mushms and printed
tallacious news and also spread the news ina provocatve
manner which 15 detnimental to the interest of the naton
and as such caused provocanon resulting in large scale
destruction.

“Duc to the arncles carried by the publicanon on February
28 which were mtlammatory, not only was the integrity of
the Mushm communitv questioned, but unspeakable
atrocities were also mthicred on 1t

“By wav of carrving such provocatve news arucles, the
accused displaved  support to parncular nght-wing extremist
orgamsations ke the Vishwa Hindu Panshad and Bajrang Dal
which has not only runed the presuge ot the state but brought
natonal shame 1o Indiain the eves ot the mternanonal communty.

“The nitt caused between cinzens on the grounds of
rehigon and communal disharmony 1s becoming irrevocable
and as such the accused, large circulanng newspapers, have
committed a hemous enme as contemplated by the secuons
above. Thev can also be booked under the POTO ordinance.”




INDICTE n

Sangh is their soul

In the language of the chairperson of the National
Human Rights Commussion (NHRC : “It1s the primary and
inescapable responsibility of the State to protect the nght to
life, liberty, equality and dignity of all of those who constitute
it Ttas also the responsibility of the State to ensure that such
rights are not violated either through avert acts, or through
abetment or negligence. It as a clear and emerging principle
of human nights junsprudence that the State 1s responsible
not only for the acts of 1ts own agents, but also tor the acrs
of non-State plavers acting within its junisdiction, The State
15,10 addinon, responsible tor any inaction
that mav cause or tfacilitate the violanon
of human nghts.”

Deepak Parckh, chairman of HDFC,
has puts the same thing in the language
ot the common man: A government that
cannot protect the lite of citizens has
no right 1o rule,

Tested agamnst this elementary and
primary criteria of a government’s right to
rule, 1t 1s evident that while armed mobs
looted, 1orched and blasted Mushm homes,
businesses, dargabs and masds, gang-raped
women, chopped men, women and children
into preces betore fingng them inwo tire,
in Ahmedabad cirv and numerous other
parts of the state on February 28 and for
davs thereatrer, Gujarat's chiet mmister,
Narendra Mod, reminded most Indians of
Milosevie rather than a
consututional authority sworn to mamream

Slobodan

law and order.

The Centres role inignornng the Gujarae
carmage and concentrating on Gujarat 1s both apparent and
condemnable. Early on February 27, the Centre had been
intormed about the Godhra inaident. The PM cancelled his
Gujarat visit but when on February 28, reports began pouring
in of the orchestrated targeung of Mushms in 16 of the 23
districts of Gujarat neither the Prime Mimister Atal Behan
Vajpavee nor the union home minister, LK. Advani
parlamentary constituency incrdentally, one ot the worst

in who's

massacres took pl;u;c fGrulmerp Se ety where ex-MP, Ehsan
Jafnn hved) even instructed their man, CM Narendra Maods
to crack down.

Later that day, Vajpavee met RSS leaders 1o discuss not
what VHP acovists were domg in Gujarat but the Avodhya
issue; and finally, after some 70 people had been killed, the
Cabinet Commuttee of Sccurity met and decided only to place
the Armv on alert,

The attitude of both Vajpavee and Advani appeared to be to
drrert the 1ssue of Gujarat from the nanon’s eve and replace
it, deliberately with Avodhya and the happenings there. In

this penod, the visit of umon defence minister George
Fernandes visit stood out. When all Union ministers who
represent the state at the Centre arrdashed 1o Gujarat following
the communal nots, now termed as the country’s worst
religious carnage since Parution, the absence of Union home
mimster LK. Advani raised was notuceable. Mr Advam
represents the Gandhinagar constituency in Parhament and
there have been over 64 deaths in arcas that fall under his
constituency. The communally-sensitve Darnapur, Sarkhej,
Asarwa and Shahpur areas, besides Gandhinagar and
Sabarman, fall under his constituency,
which has seen a lot of violence. In fact,
tor the first ume in the history of Gujarat,
state capital Gandhiangar had to be put
under curtew after 12 deaths, which
included three due 1o police firing,

For the rest, he did tell them he had
come to share their sorrow but he said not
a word about his constitutional obligation
to ensure that the persons responsible for
their acute trauma and grief would be
subjected to the due process of law and
purushed. For public consumption, after his
visit to the relief camps, Vajpavee advised
Modr to follow his *ray dharan’. Modi was
quick to respond that that is preciselv what
he had been doing since February 28!

Barely a week later, he revealed his inner
self when, from the comfort of his panrar
(‘The Sangh 1s my soul’), Vajpavee
proclaimed at the meeung of the BJP’s
national council in Goa: Wherever there
are. Mushims, there i1s a problem.
Vapavee’s comments at the BJP National executive meet in
Goa are telling and indictive. They have invited utter
condemnation of India both within India and internatonally.,
He said, “What happened in Gujarat? If the passengers of
the Sabarmat express, innocent, unblameworthy had not been
deliberately burnt alive, Gujarat & frasadht could have been
avolded. But this did not happen. People were burnt alive.
Who were thev? Intelligence 1s investigating but we stll need
to ask, how did this all happen? The latter happenings should
not be ennased ull we understand who set Gujarar on fire? W ho
it the fire? How did 1t spread?

Clur country 1s mulu-rehgious, mult-linguistic. We believe
in cooperation, we believe in sarva dbarma sambbar. e are
proud of our secularism... From Goa to Guawahat,
wherever [ go, the Indian 1s not a kattaruadr. Yeb maati ek hai.
But whenever I travel around the world, our officials in all
the embassies tell me, “militant Islam raaste mein kaante bo
raba har. One Islam there s which is tolerant to all, that believes
in truth samvedna aur daya sikhata hai. But the kind of Islam

5 COMMUNALISM COMBAT ¢ MARCH-APRIL, 2002
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being perpetrated in the world 1odat s a violent, mtolerant

Islam  that  has  no  room  tor  tolerance”

Atter killer squads trom the very panvar of which he s the

”

khata, had done therr job, Vagpavee bemoaned the tact that
the uply incidents trom his BiP-ruled stare were a blot on the
natton. Well over a month atter the concentrated carnage, he
finallv decided to pav a visit to just a uny number trom amony
the over 1.13 lakh ‘otticial figures
and cconomically crippled survivors and vicuims, His belated

traumiatised, brutalised

visit, he was honest to admit, was because he had to go abroad
and 1t would have been most embarrassing tor him o tace
the global community were anvone to ask a direct guesnon.

The message in short s clear: trom this Prime Miniseer ot
India, one can onlv expect poctny and shocking pn'nulu'c.
His remarks could well be taken trom any one ot the hare
pamphlets that people trom his parrar circulate 1 lakhs all
over Gujarat in order to create the appropriate social chmare
tor violence. We can have no expectatnons that he holds himselt,
or Narendra Modi, or the police force at the larer's commund,
in anvwayv responsible tor the tultillment ot their primary

consturutonal nw[mnvh]ht)‘ protecung the lite ot cruzens.,

The home minister, ot course, did no better. In the contexte
of Godhra and the ‘natural reactuon’ that tollowed in the rest
of Guparat, LK Advan has made three major contrtbutions:

One: On March 1 1tselt, Advan announced that though
there 1s no conclusive evidence as vet, prelimmany invesnganons
by the Central agencies sugpest “pre-meditated™ acnon and
indicate that the “needle of susprcion”™ pomnts towards some
“outside elements.”

As detaled elsewhere in this report, invesngating otticials
directed to prnl’-(' the Godhra tragedy have « wcluded that,
heinous as the cnme of people being trapped and burnr alive
in a train compartment 15, nothing in the evidence they have
gathered sugpests that it was pre planned. Despite this s a
proposition which for some reason, pleases both Modi and
Advani greatly. Whyr

Tuo:

. 4 H 1 ) & 1 -}
distinction mess be made between the Godhra tragedy, which

Vdvan: would ke evervone to appreciate that a

was an act of terrorsm,” and the subsequent carnage in
Crurarat, which was something far less pro bhlemate — 1t was
onlv 1 “communal ror as m this there was no element of

causing “terror’ amongst people.

Fire s Advanm will nor accept that the Grujarar pe shice pi.;\'u]
apassive role 1n queling communal nots in the state. Addressing
1 news conterence i Ahmedabad on March 1, be said, “So
tar, =7 deaths due o ;Mliu'v t':nng hive been repe rted 1in the
stare” What Advant would not report was the fact that of the
0 persons killed in poliee tinng i Ahmedabad in the first two
davs, 36 were Mushms! Ihid Mode muslead Advan:, or did
Advani choose to be spanng in his parnal service to truths

Forr: W hen asked by journahises, Advanm sad he agreed
with the PAM i condemning the ‘communal violence™ in
Guiarat Sl was detinmely a blot on the nanon.”™ The
communal tlare up in Gujarat spoilt the good track record

of the coalinon povernment at the Centre, he sad.

Advant has consistently ridiculed the demand tor Modi'’s
dismissal, Clearlv for Advani, and for Vagpavee, 1t s the
‘Partrar’ before constitutional principles. In early 799,
Varpavee visited Gugara after the natonal press, the
Chrstian community in India and Human Rights groups
had been reporting and agitanng tor months about the
erowinge attacks on Chrstians in the BIP ruled state. On
his return trom Crujarat, the Prime Minister saind not a
word on the numerous artacks on churches and church
people, the burning ot Bibles or the members ot his parrar
who continued to terronise Chrstians, Instead, he demanded
4 natonal debate on conversions’”

Barcly a few weeks later, Graham Staines was torched to
death along with his two voung sons mnside a jeep in Orissa.
When newspapers reported that the pnme accused, Dara
Singh belonged 1o the Byrang 1all Advam rushed to his
Purrrars defense with the disclaimer: 1 know these people
Barange Dal , they will never do such a thing”

Sangh loves Modi

Atlcpl at 1ts role behind the scenes, the tountunhead of
Hindutva, the Rasheriva Swavamsevak Sangh gave a clean chie
to the Narendra Modi admuinistranon atter the Guparar carnage.
Desenbing the violence after the Godhra mcident as a “natural
reaction of Hindus,” the RSS on Fradav gave a clean chit to the
Narendra Modr administration in Guarat, saving that no
government could have controlled the “upsurge.” While
expressing the view that the “natural reacnon™ the violence
was unjustifiable, RSS spokesperson M G Vadva said, “whole
Hindu society irrespective of caste, creed and pohucal
atfilavons, reacted violently against what had happened an
Godhra.” (The Times of India, March 16, 02,

Two davs after this declaranon piving Modi and his men
a clean chit, the Sangh adopted a resolution at s three

dav conference of the Akhtl Bharauva Prannidhr Sabha
which concluded at Chennenahallt, The resolunon read
- “Let Mushms understand that their real satety hes n
the goadwill of the majonine” Although a tew Mushim
leaders interpreted “rebud as not supporting terrorism,
thev had not been able 1o mntluence the extremast
clements, 1t said. “The Sabha wants to make 1t clear
that 1t does no credit to the Mushm community to allow
iself to be made pawns in the hands of extremist

leaders,” 1t added.

Desenbing the Godhra meadent as “hornble and ghasely”
the RSS delegates said 1t had become imperanve to present it
in the proper perspective. The reaction o the madent was
spontancous, The enure Hindu sociery had reacted. Tt was




untortunare that a number ot people died in the violence.

“The Muashmes would be sate in the countn provided they
won the poodwill of the maonn communiny, Thev had 1o
accept the liw ot the land which they are not doing now.”
“Thev should desist trom provorme the Hindus He regretred

that the Hindu Iives had no value i India

Justitving the systemuatie post Godhra carnage, the RSS ot
veneral seeretary sad that i had become HTPCTALVG 1o present
Grxdhrain the proper perspective, U The reactuon o the merdent
was spontincous. The enure Hindu sociens had ecacted. Te was
antortunate thit.a number of people died i the violence.”™ The
qualinv ot the reacuon,” which mcludes FAPC, Warng apart o
woman’s womb, hackimge to deatk and burmng o canders 1

conventently glossed over i the term “Hindu socien reacted™

The RSS did nor stop there. Despite the outrage and
condemnanion that the Bangalore resolution had drawn,
RS5 spokesmuan MG Vadva turther elaborated on the RSS
advice o Mushims saving, “Muslims
must carn the voodwill o1 the Hindu
majority tor therr sateny, We also ask

I<lamic

Lo re-interpret some
terms and condemn all violence bemg
perpetrated apanst Hindus, rather
than plaving in the hands of Hindu
barter<,” MG Vardva histed three
words carnr mndels . kurr the
philosophy ot intidels and refad hol
war aganst intidels and demanded
that “Nushms re meerpret and detine”
them. When asked how, m his view,
Mushimes could carn the L'nn(i\\'l” (B}
Hindus, Vardva sand thev had to
condemn the acuvines of those who
"P ,“‘.“.."

He sard the RSS did not

constder all Mushms 1o be terrornsts, but many terrorises

protessed 1o carry out a4

agamst “idol worshippers™

happenced to be Mushms and clamed that they were

pursuing e fad,

The R3S spoke s mund, making it clear that there were 10
h(‘ no reerets nprcxwd tor the _ut;!'lcu':v.]c. The message to
.\‘L-"‘l]ﬂ‘.\ 15 th'.ll’. HLH |'.l'l("{(' Is 1n [h|~. ,]I‘-(J JMessagre T-Hf i”
Iiberal” Findus who see the RSS brand of tath s a4 travest

ot thetr own rehgron and theretore appose 1.

The Sangh, through BIP president, Jana Koshnamurthy,
managed to guash prime minister Vagpavee's plan o accept
Maodis token resignanon. In this and other moves, it s clear

who pulls the punches in government even today,

Grugarat and whar happened there 15 a tlagrant violanon of

the Constutunon; the fact that the RSS sees no particular
reason to censure s cadres tells us what the RSS really thinks
of the Indian Constitution. In 1948, atter Gandhi's
assassination, a ban had been imposed on the RSS They had
done all ﬂu'j\‘ could to Iift the ban. At the nme, Sardar Patel
wrote this 1o MS Golwalkar, In a letter to the RSS chiet,
Golwalkar, on the ban on the RSS 1'“”!!\\'!11_1" Crandhms

INDICTE n

assassmation, Sardar Vallabhar Parel had written, "It was not
necessary o spread porson in order 1o enthuse Hindus and
organise tor their selt protection. As a4 final result of therr
potsan, the countny had 1o sutter the sacntice of the invaluable
lite of Gandbo, The RSS man expressed jov and distnbured
puilicatton sympathetic to the Va

Salutya Niketan, Flyderabad -5~

sweets irremr U f’.;rz.";.'r; Iruth

distrrizitor ’n’t"f‘li".’..’

I razemnie,

o luyT

the Tatter was umsten vy Sardar

Uiiaibar Pated om 11 Septemier 1948, The ban was finally

Itted rwo vears lLarer

The gory drama enacted 1in Gujarat from February 28
onwards had the tacit suppore and mspiration trom the
Rushtrva Swivamsevak Sangh. The sangh's approval of the
actions ois cadres 1o Gujarat s significant. Let us not forget
that 1t was MS Golwalkar, the Sarsanghchalak of the RSS,
who wrote i 1939, The toreson races m FHindustan (read all
Muslines and Christran, muit either adopt the Hindw culture and
language, must learn 16 reipect and hold
reverence ey Flindu religian, must entertam no
tdea but these of the glantication of Hindu
race and cudtnre, e, of the Findu nation and
miust lose therr separate existence to merge v the
Hoendu race, or stay in the country, wholl,
subordinated 1o the Hindu Nation, clatming

nothing, deserring ne privieges far less any

Dreferential treatment - not oeten ativen’s nphts
/ R <

Fhere a5, at least showld be, no ather course tor

G e Or Our Nautronhood
1939,

Bangalore resoluton finds in these words

them to .a'u"l‘f.".', "
Detined, The echo thar the

ot Golwalkar 18 not msignificant.

The systematic violence unleashed in
Grujarar bas all the elements of genocide.
Lives maimed, hacked, raped and brutally
destroved, economic deaimanon and cultural and relgious
desecration, It as this element 1in the RSS worldview that
cnvisages an India based on superionty and infenionty of
race, that sancnons violence, threat and hatred to achieve its
goals i the bargains that draw a chilling likeness between
Hindurva and Facism.

Read a bir turther into Golwalkar and the admiraton for
Hider s wnitten, i black and white.

“German race and pride has now become the topic of
the dav. To keep up the punn of the Race and its culture,
Germany shocked the world by her purging the country of
the semite Races — the Jews. Race pride at its highest has
been manifested here, Germany has also shown how well-
migh impossible i for Races and cultures, having differences
gomg to the rox Mt hc .h.\nml.uud Into one unitcd u‘hnlc, |
good lesson for us i Hindustan o learn and profit by (10)—

We and Our Natronhood Depined.”

It1s the polities of the sangh panivar that has made Gujarat
arcality. In the violence, in the pogrom, in the genocide, this
worldview bas plaved a key and pivotal role.

-t
Lt

x
(&)
[+ =
<
=
®
o
L
@
=
(=]
(&)
=
-4
-
<<
=
-
=
=
=]
(&)




-
L]
N

e
o.
<
=
(%)
(-
o
=
®
-
L4
[--]
=
(=]
(& ]
=
@2
-t
<<
-
=2
=
=
(=]
(L]

NDICTED

Pamphlet Poison

One would imagine that in Gujarar, a state that i chromeally starved of water, a state moreover that has been lashed

by 2 devastating cvelone and ravaged by an carthquake in recent vears, human compassion, would be the dominant
g ; 1 t

human sentument. Sadly, there's

Gandhi, the apostle of peace, when not engaged in practicing hate, the cadre ot the wangh

an abundance of hate, Smce 1998, when the vear the BIP rose

to power in the land of
Dartiar are fully occupred 1n

prc;lchlng it. When not busy burning the Bible, or a vet o he - born child shiced out of a mother's womb only to be

consigned to flame, they distribute pamphlets, printed in lakhs, and intended 1o porson minds.

On more than one occasion 10 the Tast tour vears, CC

has translated these orgnals i Gujaran into English to draw

our readers attention towards this nsidious design to keep sentiments perenntally intlamed. We had published them in the

hope that bringing this hate wnung to wider public

putting a check on this constant flow of venom and in prosccunng s

atrennuon will shame the pnllrc and the government of Crujarat into

authors, publishers and printers under sections

153(A) and 153/B). While that did not happen, the monves of the masterminds behund this filth were met. Hate wniting

pot translated into venomous, murderous acton.

The past tew weeks have seen Guprae mundated with a fresh flood of hate hterature, urging Hindus to think of

nothing but murder and mavhem. Since March 1, CC

objectionable among them implore

has recerved no less than 15 such pamphlets. The least
vou to stick to a stret cconomie boveott of Mushms. Others nsupate vou to violence

aganst India’s religious minonties. Some are obnoxious in the extreme, We reproduce some here to share with our readers

the depth that hate-bidden ideologies go to.

Read together (translated trom the ongnal Guiaran into F-nghsh), thev reveal
K ) !

their common source.

We sincerely apologise to all Mushms, and to every one of our readers tor reproducing the leatlet below utled Jehad .

We do so with pain. We are however concerned that the mindset that can pre sduce filth such

as this must be brought into

public view: Read carefully, there is a direct hnk between the filth dished out in print and the dehumamsing acuons of the

armed miliuas of the sangh panrar, as we remember

both Naroda Pativa and Bhavnagar. It 1s also about ume that the

chief mimster of Guijarat, Narendra Mod, and the poet Prme Mimster of India, Aral Behan Vappavee face up squarely
|

1o the kind of company they keep.

C. G ROALD SHOP OWNERS' ASSOCIATION
C. G ROAD AHMEDABAD -~ 3816109

This 1s to inform all the traders of the C.Go Road Shop Ow ners'
Associauon that today, Le., 4.4-2002 office bearers of the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and the office bearers of the Bajrang Dal Mr
Chinubha: Patel and Hanshbhar Bhart with their members met us
personally. During the visit, the current Gujarat situation was
discussed. Since the visit was unexpected we hstened pauently to
the officers of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the Bajrang Dal
Atter the discusstons and before taking any decisions, we planaed
to hold a meenng with vou. The meeung will be attended by the
important traders of (.G, Road and the officers of the Vishwa
Hindu Panshad and the Bajrang Dal.

We hope that we will all combine our cttorts and take an
appropriate decision

Place ot meeung
Hotel Nalanda, Mithakhali Chha (six) Roads
04310 M

Place
Time Date - 06-04-2002 (Saturda

Your Well wishers, For €.G. Road Shop Onwners’ Association,

Your life is in danger — you might be
killed any time!

Lord Shree Krishna told Arjun: ‘Lift your weapons and
kill the non-religious.’

The lord wants to tell us something also....

Editors.

Dearest soul brothers,

Numasee' 1 have come to meet vou in sohitude. [ want o talk o
vou about something very important and serious. 1 expect that
vou will never torget this meeting. You are a very important and
responsible person of this countny and vour hite is valuable There

| have to come

i a great danger to vour Bife and that of vour tamih
to o warn vou

[0 the secure and sate Hindu Tocalites i spite ot securnny guards
outstde how sate are vou 1 vour bungalowss The traitorous, terronst
Mushims will come mn truckloads, ksl the guards and then enter the
bungalows. Thev will kill vou 1n vour bedrooms and drawing rooms
Todav lakhs of Hindus are afraid of this happening and those

hiving 10 mehailas stav up all ny n proups to guard us. How

many people can the army and the police protect ata ume-

I am not talking about thousands of vears ago — Just 33 vears

In 1947, first 1 Sindh province, then m Punjab and Bengal, they

attacked Hindu bungaiows and killed abourt 15 lakh Hindus cruclly
and without anv v This is ahistone tact and 1t can be repeated

roday. Then how safe are vou and [ in our own homes?

In 1947, the Mushms hving in this countny of Hindus said that
Hindus and Mushims are ditferent navonalimes, different people.
Therr relygons are difterent, theie culture is ditferent, they have difterent
places of we rship and pilgnmagre, tradinon, language, dress, fesuvals,
diet, beliets, ete. So we will not be able to live with vou 1n one country,
<o cut up the countny and gve us Mushms a separate Islamic nanon
and we pave them a Mushm counrry, Pakistan




In 1915, Mabatma Gandin reterned oo India from Soutr: Atrica.
The whole country accepred his leadership. This muan ot
mternational stature and the Congress tned very hard 1o unite the
Hindus and the Musiims, What was the result or thar cftorts-
[)d the Heindus

ind Mushims unizer Certainly nor” The Musinme

responded by demanding a separate countn and browe up Indu

Pakistan s 4 monster born out of 1he cttorts of Candhm o us

Hindus and Muslines

It a world leader ke Gandhep could not viire Hindus and
Mushims then what can 1odas polncans dor Those who talk
about Hindu Mushm unity are decemving themselves and are
mispwding crores of Hindus. There s no similarm between Hindus
and Mushmes and they do nor think o Tndia as their country, [

a0t possible to umize with those who cali India 4 witcl: and Oppose

Cande Marram. Hindu Muashm unin and brothernood are
deceptions, hallucinatons and this can be proved by the Mushm

history of the Lise T4 vears,

In 1947 the Mushims sonatched away all of Sindb and halt o
Beagal to create Pakistan, 4 Mushine country, 200 o Mushims took
away 3070 of the land, and chased out of the country 2 crore
Hindus who owned about Ra. 80000 crores of assets and business

cmpty handed.

At the ttme of parttion, i towns hke |ahore,
Islamabad, Dbaka, Peshawar, Hyvderabad and Karich,
thev went around shouting 1 {aoar’,
Pakistan Zindanad” and ‘Kl the non
believers” while carmving sticks, swords,
knives and lighred rorches, raped
lakhs of our Hindu maothers,
sisters and daughters and
then killed them. To
prescrve therr
VIfgInItY mam
women jumped
nto \u:ih or _::?n i\b "1\“
tires. About 13 lakh
Hindus were killed

cruclly and Hindus were ™ 30 d\\t"

wiped out n therr own g A :

e g NP -
country. Tne land turned red IQ\‘\ ‘,“4"“ u\'l‘ss o
with the blood of Hindus and l D 5

o e
rvers of blood were Nlowing & ‘2’;\ o
. r\k (“P
How muany Hindus know rhae o one-third

o our and was taken awan 1o create Pakistin- How

many know that 15 lakh ot our prodecessors were

Killed? It 4 naton toreers its uston 1t s doomed to live it apnn

"History repearts iseit”

Atter breaking up the naton and creanng Pakistan, the Mushm

populanon in the countn bas arun reached 16 crores. They donet

beleve 1 family planning. They are permatted 1o have tour wives

W Conse

e Conpress anc ton. Therr popuianon is ¢ sploding

15 IheIT ong pont program. The dav therr number reaches

W the condimon of the Flindos o eoingr 1o be very bad.

In Pakiszan the status of the Fhindus ot st second cliss
they are shaves there and that s oy to happen to the Himdus o
[ndia. They will use therr numbers and therr w CAPONS to Create sever.)
Pakistans in Ind:a, proclum Indua as 4 Musin naton and hoise the

creen flag ot Islim on Red Fort

Laden alone gave Amenea i taste of terroram killing almost S n1
\:m‘nr.m\. All lhc \Illt'rll'.i.')\ as \\('“ As the n."b;\n\ilu M Suppx wted

Bush, whiic the politcians i the oppositton - India are opposing

INDICTE |

POYTCY in thie hopes of Mushm votes. From 1 distance of KK
miles, Amenca attacked AMtebansean and kiled 10000 Aghan

Mushims whule India s tigh Mushim terronsm and harassment

for the Tase 13000 s

Amenca tound Laden alone oo much whereas we have in our

fanes and by fanes thoesands ot Ladens, Dawoods, Tauts, lam

Bukiars, Sved Shababuddins and swo kb madesmand s w ho porson

one Lakh ioand mosquies dis and mght with terronst acivities

Olrganisanions hke SINL Lashiar-c toa and ISL with the support
X i
v oon terronst actvines. They tramn

and help of Pakistan, are carnon
Likbs ot terronsts i thousands of insututions They have tormed
an army ot single, unemploved Mushim vouth of India by paving

v salaries,

The

MWeapons trom more

terrorist oand triutorous Mushims of this country get

than S0 Mushm natons to carrv out

wars, They are supplicd with AK- 56

therr T(']I;f!ll.l\
and AK 47

smoall

rifies, automanc machine puns,
canons, rocket Launchers and

several kilos of R[)\

g The

sittng  onoa

cntire country s
heap ot
weapons and heading
towards ool war and
internal strite. When
Pakistan artacks
India the
Mushms iving

here will revolr. In
1947 they onlyv had

ticks, swaords and spears
& L o o0 . i

a{\\ o+ éﬁ\e c@"\ : but now thev have modern

a° ..z’g\ 0\5\ o weapons. They are ploting o kil

4 > = crores of Hindus and we will be

fchtng these tratorous Mushms in cven

&_B o’ lanc and by Lane of the country. It the Parament
© (5]

1cn what

and the Kashor assembly can be arracke
Py sateny s there for the atizens of the countn s
=
When the Nanonal Human Rights € ommussion’s charmuan,
=
Justice Mr Ve

Sreturmme trom Avodbva were burned alive, he wondered

vhich

1 viw the melted wandow bars o the coach

the duir e

what the condimon of the pe ple inside must have been The women

sther to save therr hves and they must have

and childiren ¢ rtocach

were burned

crned preousiv o m the tlaming coach About 3% o

mothis Land of Fhsdus

Chne can underst,

d ot Mushims oppose construction of

remples m Pakistan bur how can one e thelr opposition to
the construcnon of Ram termple i Ram's owe countrv Do Hindus
hive to five ar the merey ot Mushims o [ndia also? Are Hindus sul

slaves of Musliyns-

The Godbra medent s just ane svmptom of the cancer in
country This cancer of terrorsn, bhas spread to the ennre country
Godhra s only the traler the entire film s soll to be seen. There

soaplan to have several Crowdira incdents

Tounderstand Mushms one must enderstand Isham. You wall

vou will have

not understand 1t v JUST ONC OF IO Instances
to o deeper, to e roots, You will have to understand their histon
cast | Wi

of the st T vears Atrer the birth o1 Islam, i the

vears, the bipoted Arabs descended wih a sword i one hand and

Quran in the other. They had only one condiion — either

&
accept Ishan: or die! About 10 crore people who did not accept

Lslam were Kilied and the inbierent culture of the oo wuntry was wiped
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out. They were proclaimed Islamic countries and the thag of Islam
was howsted there

In our country, Aurangzeb, Babar, Humavun, Akbar, Chengiz
khan. Mohammed Gazni, Mobammed Ghorn, Shah-a
other rabid, murderous and dictatoral Mushm nvaders and

an and

emperors ruled over us and enslaved us. In the last thousand vears
of Mushm rule in India, two crore Hindus were murdered by the
Muslims who fought 10000 bartles and caused commurnal nots agains:
Hindus. They killed two lakh sadbus and sants. Thes pulled down five
lakh Hindu temples like those of Shree Ramyanmabhoomy, Avodiva,
Shree Koshnajanmabhoomi, Mathura, Shree Rashivishbwanath,
Benares and Shree Bhagwan Somnath, Guiarat, and bult mosques in
thar place. Crores of cows were slaughtered and lakhs of Hindu
mothers, daughters and sisters were abused and raped. It we torget all
this then even god wall not be able to save us

It 1s wntten 1o the holv book of Islam, the Quran, that those
who are not Mushms, ve., Parsis, lews, Christians, Buddhists,
H:ndus and people of other relynons ot the world arc Latirs non-
believersy Those who accept Islam should not be harmed but
those who do not should be killed and slaughtered. It vou kall
such people vou will get the utle of gag and 1t vou dic tightng
them, vou will be called shabeed All gags and shateeds will be taken
by God to the seventh heaven and will be supplied with alcohol
and faines. This 1s their wdea of heaven: alcohol and perversions.

The Quran exhorts all Mushms that st they are Iiving 0 non
Islamic countnes (Dar-ul-harab), they should fight religious crusades
and make them lslamic countries (DarslDsdam . “Fight the non-
believers tll the last drop of vour bload because relizous crusades
are 2 Mushm’s duty and their dream should be to establish Tslam as

the only religon worldwide fving the flag of [slam in all countries.”

Iy the 1,400 vear history ot Islam, the behavior, thinking and
language of Mushms has shown to all the people of the world
that thev have blind faith and arc backward, violent, vicious,
atrocious, unforgiving, UNCOMPpromising intlexible, bigoted,
vindicuve and filled with hate. This 1s the real and naked tace ot
lslam and the Mushms have been fighung Jews, Hindus, Parss
and the English for vears.

As long as there 1s Islam i this world, there will be crusades
— which means wars and killings, atrocities and genocide. Islam
1s not a rehgion, culture, tradition or a spmlua! movement.
There 1s no truth, non-violence, humanty, pity or love in [<lam
It only preaches violence and atrocines. It 15 the plot of Arab
Mushims to force itself on all the peoples of the world. To
vou want to live then vou have to assess their aces duning 1,400
vears ot thar history.

Hindus have now woken up, they are now one big tamily ot
crores of Hindus, Crores of Hindu hands have nsen to combat
the atrocities that the Mushms have handed down to us. The
Hindu 1s not to be pited any more or to be beaten up. If even one
Hindu is bullied, crores of Hindus will react. They will come out
and demand an eve for an eve, If we are attacked we will attack ryhe
back. The Iron Man, Sardar Patel, removed the mosque and graves
built by Mohammed Ghazni after demolishing the Somnath temple

and bult a grand temple, which does the natnon proud. In spite of

Congressman  Nchru's opposition, the then president,

Rajendrababu, attended the ceremony for the construction ot

somnath temple and gave it his full support. It Sardar Patel were
alive he would erase the signs of slavery and build grand temples 1o
Avodhva, Mathura and Kashi. We must resolve to build these
grand temples to make the wishes of crores of Hindus come truc

think of or call Islam as a religron s tolly, a dermial of facres, It

Fven ammals ve tor ther voung ones we are bornn India
and s our dun and responsibibty to detend the country and
relion and repay our debis to our motherland. [t vou want to hve
in peace and honour, unite’ Fverny Mushm, no matter how poor,
gives 30 of his earnines 1o the mosque tor his relymon. Hindu

businessmen industrialists o are kidnapped by Mushms, who
demuand lakhs and crares of rupees and many ot us pav up the
ransom out of tear This money s used to buy weapons with
wineh to kil Himdus, Fvery vear, several Hindu girls are kidnapped

br Mushm hoodiums and are marned to them torably

Tor solve these slamie problems, cach Hindu famuly will have to
make sacritices. A fixed part of bis income wall have o be given to

Hindu groups fot tust within vour means but much more than
that. We will not be able 1o survive 1t we do not umite. Only talking
or wishing well or blessing will not be enough. lomn up and give
monetary donavons, To pive monetany help to Hinda groups s

not |illf‘..ll'.lif‘. or P IS an mvestment tor our saten ;l'lld

Loonlv of the country and not of polincal parny

Hindus will demand

securiy, Th

philosophies or trad:tional bebiets

explanations trom ywe who tavour Mushms tor ;‘Hr‘.:!:(.!'.
expediency. The Jachands and Amichands will not be spared In

Hindus

Vishwa Hindu Parsskad s the generallv aceepted powertul group
About 2530

ot Hindus worldwide mncluding those in our country
workers in Guarat have left thar jobs and businesses to work tull
time tor 1t and it has o presence 70 villages. They run 350 one
reacher schools in forest arcas besides hosprals, dispensances, refugee
. There
are nifle traming camps and the Bairang Dal workers are given sl

homes, aimram schools and thousands of centres tor safs

and taught to use them

The Vishwa Hindu Panshad s protecung and uniung the
Hindus i an unteng cftort to make the country strong and sate
We expect a lot of monetary support. Atter the Godhra killings,
mant vouny men who tried to protect Hindus were killed and
others were |.i1]g'd under clauses 302, 307 and the Rior Act, and this

1 sull going on. Thar number 150 thousands and they will stavin

el tor a long
the Mushms
country and now that they are in prison, 1t1s our (vours and mine,

ime to come. Thev had no personal enmiry towards
thev have sutfered tor society, relgion and the

dutv to teed thetr tamabes

It 1s not enough just o show hp -m~.p;u!:\ vou will have 10
come torward to support them and do our duty otherwise our
vours and mine  conscience will not torpve us, nor will society.
When Mohammed Ghazon attacked Somnath temple, the 10,000

Brahmins insde were saving their rosanes. Mohammed Ghazm

slaughtered them and destroved the dols — he did this 17 nmes
and killed lakhs ot Hindus, The Muslims could enslave us for
1000 vears because we were not united. In 1947, when the countny
was parntoned, Pakistan was tormed and lakhs ot Hindus were
killed

have been killed and torced 1o leave and it we sull do not come to

In Kashmur, since the last 10 vears, lakhs of Hindu pandiss

our senses, even god will not be able to save us. Hindus have no
opuon but to unite—ortherwise they will not survive and we will
be killed 11y broad davhight

I repeat my question — what sacrifice are you willing 1o make
individuallvy Become a member of Vishwa Hindu Panshad and
donate. Otherwise for a small secton of society, the people will be
ured of making sacnfices. We require strong support from vou.
Write a4 check in the name of Vishwa Hindu Panshad Gujarat nght
now, otherwise 1t might be too late. The Panshad 1s registered with
income tax and chanty commussioners so vou can get 30% o deduction
under 80G. Vishwa Hindu Panishad 1s the group of crores of




Hindu tamabies, Tt s the secunny tarce for our saten, protection and

trad:non. Only a unted Fhindu socieny can brnge Deace 1o the natton
and the world, Hinduism s patnonsm and Hindusm s universal

brotherhood. Proclim with pride, "We are Hindus”

Send ehes Jetrer 1o vour nerhbors, relanves, friends and traders

and beconie a member of the Vishwa Flindu Panshad Come o

the Panshad oftice and meer us personally Please reply 1o thus

letrer

I am wnonge s histone letter to vou | oam makine vou asware
ot what s bappeming in the country atter analvsime historny and
ANSUSSINgG RSO trutts as well as the current ST, and w ANy
vou. Fveny nme vou read this letrer, vou will discover something
nesw 4 NEwW aspect | Brave come 1o make vou \lu-i\l‘-“ I b P
that vour mund, senses and conscience will aceept thas rrath The

ins s tutre

country that learns irs lessons from astory and
accordmpely alwans survives, whiie others are destroved creh thas
truth in vour heart

The bite subsenption tor the Pansiiad s Rs, 200 The hite

e Ra.

tousand  tor cach tamly ot those arrested.

subsenpnon tor Vishwa Hindu Samachar s R otn Deor

T3 000 rupees tifteen

Crve the tratorous Mushmes a taste of patnotsm by boveortng

them socally and cconomicaliy
1c Hindu who sees pond m every particic worst

I 4

violence, love and peace Without complete peace, the cconomie,

pe trath, non

social and spanitual progress ot the countne will end, people wall 1all

prev to mental dinesses and the entire countm will be pushed towards

death

crores of united and

Peace cannot be attamncd by e
powertul Hindus will be able to estabhish peace and secunn an the
counftry

Yours trel,

Your well wisher

( bt N0 Patel

NViskiwa Fondu Pansbad state leader

Vishwa Hindu Paessbad Ortiee

Vamkar Smuarak Bhavan, 11 Mahalak b Socen
Mabualakshm Cross Roads, Pald:, Karnavae

Tel 6604015 6631305 Tel res. T43364949

THE ONEY SOLUTION IS FINANCIAL BONYCOTT

Antnational elements that are using the money they carn with

vobuy wrms and molest our

OUT COOPCTAtion to weaken us. |

answer 1o these elements lies in financial

sisters and daughters, Tt

non cooperabion movement.
WAKE HINDU BROTHERS
T

enslaved mospite ot ving in Hindustan To daee, all the povernments

sse Mushims do not know that

tme has come tor the Hindu relygion, winch has heen

IS

have been supporting Mushms 7l
Hindu society has woken up and 1s i the process of sending all
Mushmes to Pakistan. Those Mushms who are aramse Hindus arc
all terronists, Therr chiet boaotleppeer s Delis Shahn Imam Baukhan
who 1s the man terronst. Those Mushms who think VHP and
Bajrang Dal are ke mushrooms cars cap should know that vour
Bukhan or Dawood [brabim or the Mushms of Pakistan or Bharar
could never compare with Pravin Togadia or Bal Thackeray. All o
vou are hke ants and insects n tront of these two. The violence that
cruprni atrer the killings in Grodbra s a warming to vou Muaslims

that there s sull ume tor vou 1o po to Pakistan if vou want to,

INDICTE n

- Mushm alive mn Guparat. The

We do not want 1o leave a s

people o vllives as well as anes hive now woken up and thev are
ready 1o tike an eve tor an eve :r(‘\)\t nd to stones with bricks) To
avenge murder frevenpe tor blood with blood ! we will kill Muslhims
Annihilate Mushmes rrom Bharae Mushmes

do nor know that they are not tanavcal Mushms. When there were

wherever we see them.

Y to convert and

ks, thie Mushm xinges torced our Hindu breth

connnuce to happen tll Mushims are not

Aad this wall
exterminated. Theretore, i1 1s necessary tor our Hindu brethren 1o
come torward. Arrer the Godhra killings, oniv 10 per cent ot Hindus
have been enraped. Mushms should realise that ool 10 per cent of
Hizdus mhilation, It the remarmng 91 per

cent alsa call tor therr as

mve called tor thar

whilacon then the name Mushm will not
survive m Guparat and the tme has come to call for the anmbilaton
ot all Mushies, In many villages this has already been done. Now
the Flindus ot the villages should o the Hindus ot the ates and
complete the work ot annthilation of Mushms, The Mushms
wno consider the architect of Bharat, Baba Ambedkar, to be an
antouchable, do not know that they are not even it to be his

toonwear

[t Sardar Vadlabhbhar Patel had been the Prime Minister of
Indui then nor a \I:‘.;fh' Mushim would have been in India S(), let all
Hindu brethren know that the otme has come to eradicate the
Mushim word trom Guarat. All Hindu brethren are rcqucxtcd o
be readv o destrov Muslims withour bemng atrad of anv politician

Temples are scarched to catch &ar seraks then why cannot the

wisar and mosques be searched tor the arms of Mushims® People
ot villapges and aities gt ready and celebrate next Holi with the

carpses of NMuaslims

Let the supreme court sayv what 1t wants to
i

be construcred at

The I(::ll\ir wil sput

Long Ive Hindu nanon’

— Hindu Sevak

Ihe onlyv solution i« tinancial boveott. Ann-nanonal elements
that are using the money they carn with our cooperanon to weaken
us. They buv arms and molest our sisters and daughters. The

ATNaCr Lo thoese L']{'Hf('l"\ Ilt'\ in

I'inancral Non ( oaperation Movement

Come' Ler us resalve

1 I will not buv any thing tfrom any Mushm shopkeeper.
2 I will aor sell my goods o these elements

3 Nerther use these traitors” hotels or their garages.

4 I will give my car to Hindus' garages only. From a needle
to pold, do not buy anvthing made by a Mushm nor sell anvthing
made by us to them,

5 Boveort movies casting Mushm heroes-heromes. Banish
f1lme of trattorous .'\rlnlm‘rr«

6 Never work i Mushims” offices and do noremplov Mushms

Such a stiingrent cconomuce boveott will suttocate those elements
and break their backs. Then trwill be difticulr tor them to hve inany
corner of the country. Friends, start this boveott trom today so that
no Mushmy will have the guts 1o ite his head betore us and hve.
Have vou read this newslerters Then make 10 copies and distribute
tLoamaonpst our brethren. He who e ws not tollow this newsletter
and does not distribute 1t to others mav he be cursed by
Hanuman and Ramchandra. Jar Shree Ram!

— A true Hindu patriot
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| NDICTED

Wake up.... Getup.... Be united.....

Reply to bricks with stones

Todav the minonty community ts trving to crash the
majority community. The Mushms should be ashamed thar
cven atter S0 vears of independence they have not become
Hindustanis, but they have no wdea of the strength ot the
majority community. Mushms are traitors as compared to
Hindus — the Godhra killings and the razing ot the Sindbn
market have pru\'cd this. Ti now, Mushms were showing
their treachery only in Kashmir, then thev extended therr
activities to the Parliament in Delhr and now they have made
a great blunder by challenging Gujaratn, Now the Musiims
cannot be protected from the Hindus by erither the police or
the armv — or the vote seckers or the polincal parties whao

pamper them

When India gor her independence, there were 3 crores
30 milhion: Mushims o India. Now on the 307 anmiversary,
be warned ..

\i‘l‘l ui\. RS

preparing a cricket team heregan army s being prepared by

there are 35 crores (330 million .. Understand

n bive to ten vears they will be as many as us
Pakistan

Police and army vou also beware, vou are also Hindus, You can
also be attacked. You should also support Hindus We Hinduas
support the police and the army fully.

My Hindu brethren, unite and form a Free Indian Armny
iust like the one during the struggle tor independence.
Annthilate the enemv and hghten the burden of sin, which

the country is carrving,
From Vawva to Naroda, Bapunagar to Kalupur,
On 29" March there will be a call, take Ram’s name
i
and attack,
We will kill Muslims the way we destroved Babri,
We will burn Jamalpur and empty Darivapur,
Whether it is an old chawl or myas (Muslim}, we will
not leave vou,
We Hindustanis swear we will seek you out and kill you,
This is the tradition of Raghukul and we never foreswear,
Let Sonia have dogs like Farroukh Shaikh or Haji Bilal,
We will treat them like Aisan Jaffery,

Muslims have darkened the skies with the smoke from
burned shops,

We will cut them and their blood will flow like rivers.

Free Indian Armyv s the umon ot Hinduism, Thousands o1
our brethren have jomed 1t

You also joimn and give vour support to save Hindustan,
! 4 Pl

Thanks to Narendra Modi. We salute vou' Atter Sardar
Vallabhbhar Patel, a hero s born!

Guarat 1s proud and the glon of Indiais in vour hands

Every Hindu is requested not 1o stone the police or army. They

arc our brothers.
-- An Indian

Receved by €€ on March 28, 20023

Service Security Culwure

Specially for Hindu Youth
Let Bajrang Dal ready its crossbow
War is the only Salvation

30 vears atrer independence it appears that Hindus are second
citizens of this country. Relynous conversions, intiltration, terronsm
and bomb blasts have surrounded Hindustan, O the ostentanous
stage of democracy, 11 films and in TV senals, Hindu philosophy
and Hindu gods and poddesses are continuously being insulted
Not only i kashmir, but all over Fhindastan, it appears as it the
Hindu 15 an outsider.

At present Hindustan s caupght

7 | lakh € hrnisnan massionaries bring in crores ot rupees trom

abroad and carmy out conversions

» The toretathers of 9370 Chostuans and 9200 Mushms were
Hindus... because of conversions the Hindus are decreasing in

number.

» Because of conversions the Hindus ot the border gdlas are

becoming munoritces

» Inctead of 3060 there are 33000 slauphter houses in India

More than 30,000 cattle are bemng slaughtered every day

» From the country of Buddha and Mahavir, flesh 1s being
exported instead of non-violence

All over the country, vou sce anarchy and aimlessness because
Hindu, Hindu culture, Hinduwsm and Hindu rehgion are being

continu |.l\|\ Cre Hi(‘ll

Islamic jehad, o which the world 15 ted up, has also targened
Hindustan

» Whenever Pakistan has lost a4 war it has started a proxy war

with LS.L. ats secret agency

7 lehad” s benp carnied out in order to establish an Islamuc

state 1 Hindustan.

# Fanauc organsanons hke Jamaar ¢-islam, Tabhigh movement,
Student Islamic Movement of India 'SIMI, and Ahl-c-hadis under
the guidance of 181, are carrang out antu-Hindu, ann-nanonal
ACUVITICS 0N a war tooung

# Because of 1slamuc jehad, there sn't a single Hindu surviving
mn Kashmir
7 Because ot the LS L, dunng the last several vears
20151 ainzens have been killed
3101 secunty otficers have been killed
G900 automatics have been found

51810 kis. ot explosives have been found

» There s a scheme ot getung Hindu vouth of Hindustan

habituated to addicuve substances

7 Counterfeit currency notes of Rs. 100 and Rs. 500 are brought
into the country to destrov the economy of Hindustan.

» There s a scheme, openly carried out, to trap thousands of
Hindu grls and pur them in harems

» Fanaucal communal traning 1s beng given n nearly 80,000

pradrasias aganst Hinduos




7 Graves and darpas are mushrooming on statuons, dams,

bridges and government land a< well as mnall importane places

# Nearly 30K Hindu temples have been pulled down even atter
independence.

7 Most of the iles near the border are without Hindus
Islamic jehad means anmbilanon or all Hindus

Islamic jehad means pulling down all Hindu temples
Islamic jchad means destroving Flindu religion

Islamic ichad means dividing Hindustan

Islamic jehad means destroving Hindu culiure

Exvery voung man must jom Barang Dal today because..

# In Hindu Hindustan the largest group ot Hindu vouth with
lakhs of members s Bajrang Dal.

» las Baprang Dals am thar FHindusm, Hindu religion and
Hindustan can be victonous in protecting atselt by fighung nll

maother Bharat s pleased.

» Bajrang Dal s the sirength ot the Hindus today. Since 1984,

Bajrang Dal has been fighting on vanous tronts.

7 Barang Dal saved more than one and a halt lakh cows from

the slaughter houses by celebratng cow protection vear.

»  Oner the short peniod of eight months, Bajrang Dal has

courageously saved more than 100 Hindu gnrls trom the irrelynous.

# In Guparar’s 3321 villages, Bajrang Dal 1s busily careving on

the good work of service, protection and uminy
# Make an army ot 20 vouny persons i every village

r Give physical traming to the vouth for self protecnon and

protection ot Hindus.
» Run plavgrounds, gvms. or exercise schools

7 Once a week, aither on Tuesdavs or Saturdavs, arrange

(offenings) to Hanuman or group worship
» Hanuman Javanu  » Valmiks Javanu

» Marnvr's Day on 2 November

7 14 August All India Memoral Day

# 6" December Natonal Glory Day

Hindu youth...,

Replv in the same language that 1s used for jchad.

— the arms that have nsen tor jchad should become servile

— do unto others as they do unto vou....Hindus should
become one.

Reply to jehad with “crusades”. For this, the voung of every
village will have to join Bajrang Dal. Arrange to donate trshuls in
every village. Arrange seminars and public meeungs explaining the
terror of jchad.

Bajrang Dal is Hindu strength
Every youth should join Bajrang Dal immediately

Carry the trishul.

INDICTE n

a2 ®e! 2 AR an at bl ol WA
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“JEHAD”

The people ot Baroda and Abmedabad have pone berserk
Narendra Modi vou have tucked the mother of mivas

Ttie volcano which was mactive tor vears has rruplﬂi

It has burnt the arse of mivas and made them dance nude

We have unned the penises which were ted nll now
Without castor ol in the arse we have made them on

Those who call relizous war, violence, are all tuckers
L ,
We have widened the tght vaginas ot the "hibis”

Now even the adivass have reabised what Hinduism 1
Theyv have shot their arrow i the arse of mullahs

Wake up Hindus there are sull mivas lefr alive around vou
Learn trom Panvad village where therr mother was tucked

She was tucked \1.|:u|mu while she L.l'i‘: \]]llll.[:ﬂ\:

She enponed the unarcunicsed penis

With a Hindu covernment the Hindus have the power to
annmhilate mivas

Kick them an the arse 1o drive them our of aor only villages and
ciues but also the countny

let the fuckers know that
The tucking ot tuckers wall not work.

INSTRUCTIONS FROM LOCAL LEADERS
TO RSS MEMBERS

l Gro o the temple twice a day in the morning and evening
(23 Keep vourselt readv to respond 1o vour leader when he
needs vour help
3 When the army marches past set off fire crackers
4, Dressan khak: pant white shirt and cap and ve a stning on

vour hand wrist-

53 Dunng mecnngs and vanous assemblies move around
to help cach other

6 It they dare pet ready and shout

{7 After everny mecung shout shlokas at least three umes

R Hold one meeting per w cek

9 When tfighting the Mushims change the appearance of

vour neighbourhood so vou are not recognised

105 Don’t mount a frontal attack —-attack trom the back

‘11, Freht more at mght ume

12 Trv to hve close to Mushms

13 Don't pive the police a chance 1o catch vou with weapons

14; When vou work for the Mushms don’t accept labour
compensation

15, 1 s ume for wages then collect people around vou on
the pretext of scarching
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14 VO PUTCIaS Muslin shop pay o
the cost price, not the proti

17 Don't vive correct restmon tothe pobic

18, Cruard vour temiple

19 [1 vou et any itonmae letvour leadee Kaow sonwrneming

cnmediarely

200 baerns member should be ed o tche nat e
people ar atn

21 Durimge a hattle wae any weapon o el

220 When vou do < Mushim houses Bave i T
relations with Mushn women so that vou b
opportumty to increase Hisdu populaton

.1“ Detorm new born bualyes o Mueslimes

Thie was the nanos of heroes, now it s flled wirh
'.r:~.:i<unut ;N'I-PI(
s sacrcad

They escape froms our contral and the poormnocen
' i

It the Hinde

therr heads
Hindu

Do vou know that -

vouth s anpeered there will he aoran of shoes on

wike up now and chase awan the Musiomes

» The terronst actvines all over Indie are condected from g

trom whoere

and the € BI

Biavnaear called Dar al-clem,

kwada.

(N

recenthy 12 rruckloads of weapons have been tound

has come trom 1 toanvestgate this

#  AlLNO o business such as spare parts, ol prease, bogus

balling, scrap, monces aundenne, smugelng, Kidnappme creois

by Muasl

N oour countn

and lve at our

done only ns. They do not pas any ases

i st e and arrogrance
Hindus

wlhule the

expense and with our money

vwho used o buy g wly trom 110\

Mu

i".l‘.

» The preter to

Hiadde

woeven it

Musl:

other

buyv trom hOAPCNSIVe

tor a small advantige

customer will

7 \tothe tne of indenendence the posalanon o Flindus was

M has now pone down o Y winle the Muslan
o lasion has ncreascd fror vrores to o crores e Cane
wvillagres 1o e cines all the e have boege

WSOV OTAL CTOTes

srponesthe children are taagest to b tanancea Musiims

W CORINITY 3 "'I\T"'Kli‘\\”-"

Flindus, Thet are only carrupnon

Tor L] EDCIT Do wgts, ol salites o

Nasimms at
R, 22500 e o tor Hae

dus

7 bk Haotraveller s onven winle

sothing

The best solunon o the harnmye guesnons above s this
7 Artacs e Dar ul clum madrass o m Veowada and destron e
”~ It vou have amy miornLitton About the Naw 2 oacnnnes,

mmediitely o the sades tas, meome tan, Cuaston exase or collectors

Gtce o1 the nearest poliee staton and eot e poods comtiscared

Joonly wirk Flindus sohether s hietle o T OF MO

Hoisdus

” I heaap

Dave. Support onlv ihc bBustziess and boveort the

15 Coonomica

7 Lol the culdren aboat the great people o our caltire and

ophent a4 osense 0! Couraee, hoeroesm and entbusism; teact

tanatical

ra li-\-n.-.‘ the st

b1 be g u trony: Chaldheond

tad demand thar

viven T |l.|' :‘||_'

~ .»'\ ol

1 i
Ak .l. ol
¢ with Mushms bovcorr

what ey are dormye tor Hindas 1 he

crams ol

by and teach lesson

Assochd

s

bxplain calmlv o those Hindu traders who maant.

th Mushines

'.lh |4 B AR

relationshiups we iy the Bope of Cheap poods that thes s

then
CCONOMIC i

AT LEAST TEN COPILES

¢ them

WO warn they sull dom’™ bsten, cau

as muach as waihile
MAKE
THEM

AND DISTRIBUTE

THE

POLICE
AND YOU

A comprehensive handbook on
law, national and international,
to assure accountability and

transparency between the
police and the people

People's Union for Human Right

For Copies contant (022) 660 2288 « 660 3927
e-mail = sabrang@vsni com
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To ban or not to ban?

F~ T e past three vears or sop both the VHT and the Bagrang Dal have been carrvng our highh publicised programmes
wherem thar cadres were given armes tramimg i different parts ot the country, These camps have been held i Utiar

Pradest:, Guaran, M2 NWest Beneal and Maharashoea and probably clsewhere. The blatandy provocauve and violent nature

ot the maobthivation by these outies has peshed the covernments of thirce states — Nadhva Pradesh, Ranasthan and Maharashtra
into demandimge thar the T mon vovernment ban iy Baprange Dl Ao haeh devel meer wath the stre DGPs in September

2000 T aion home numister, R Advann was ~hocked by the vehemence with which the DGES of Madina Pradesh and

Maharashora argued tor seeh a ban.

wd stated thar “along

Prior 1o this mecnng, on 24 Apoil 2000 a lerter o Advam, Madhya Pradesh € M Dipoviay Singh
with SINTL Boaprange Dal s responsible tor communal mobihsieon” [n his lerrer, Sineh pointed out that the Unlawtul Acuvines

Prevennon Nern 1967, enacted by the Centre, ¢ mpowers the central government 1o ban such organisanons thre wighout the

Cond

ro U seck vour indulgence and vour actve conaderaton thar such orpamsanons, ke SIMT and Bagrang Dal, should be

banned 1o enable us to curh therr acnvinies

I:are posing aogreat threar to communal harmony and 1o strengthen the
hands of Liw entoremny avencies i mamtunme communal Barmony and peace.”

The reph trom the T oon home numister was vavuce, and wisle SIN was banned List September, the Bajrang Dal was
spared siunilar action, Throueh such disernmimaton

acnon, the central povernment revealed 11s own

mind on

Lind ot unlawtul activities 1t
considered punishable under the act and those i

was prepared to turn a blind cve 1o

Arter the cenocide i Gugarat, there Bas been
widespread demand tor 1 ban an the Bagrang Dal
voON and

March ©owith nubitany precision, mobs of S 000

and the VHE Lor rwo dave, Febn

.l!l\' Many more, Lirgc ted mnocent avilians in
ditferent parts of Guparar, armed with

mtlar and kerosence

able s ovhinders, perro
cans. Inadentally, the use of such mthimmable

materials tor arson and murder atrrace the

provistons ot the Aems e NMuashims, men,
women and children were hacked o preces Land
burnt o death, tharr homes and businesses foored
or torched. These attacks W ]\u(u]('\l by the

circulation, starewide, of highly obaoxious and

diary pamphilers which could arrracr the provistions af 1335\ and 133 B ot the [PC: this alone 1s sutticient ground for

A ban under the provisions of the Unlawtal Actnates Prevennon Aer, 1967
|

Iv there aocave tor o ban against the Vishwa Hindu Panshad and the Barane Dal, on the erounds that ey wre armed
| ! k

e M ptedene and aitvactne 133 and 13387

[1as under the Unliwcte! Aeonvines Prevennon Ner 1907 Aer Now 37 of 19670 that the government s empowered to

l]('('l.l[‘t AN assocLition funlaw ?.ull,
[ nder the \er,

unlawtul actoivimny mcans Cam acton tiken by such individual or assoctation whether by e MNMINNg an act or by words,

cither spoken or written, or by the siens or by visible representation or otheraise

- “which v oimtended, or supports any clum, o bring abour, o any pround whatsoever, the cession of a part ot the
territon n Indi or the secesston of o part ot the rernton of Indi trom the Umion, or which imcenes any individual or group

Ul‘ imndividuals 1o ]\r:n;' such cosston or SCCUSSION;
re “which diselaimis, questions, disrupts orsomended to disrapt the soveragnty and termonal integnne of India;
and "unlawtul associanon” means

- Ay assoctnon which has tor s object any unlawru! acovine or whick encourages or ands persons to undertake any

tul acoving, or ot which the members undertake such actvity, or

e “Nohich Bas tor s object any acovany which s punishible under scetion 133 04 or 15335 Boot the Indian Penal Code
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I NDICTED

or which encourages or aids persons to undertake any such actviry, or of which the members undertake any such activaey.”

€ € has accessed the arguments which the state of Madhva Pradesh made 1o the Central government while pressing for
4 ban ncarly a vear ago, 1e trom July 2001,

In 1ts arguments to the Union home mimister arguing tor a ban on the Bajrang Dal, the MP chief mimster hsted the
acuvities of the outtit in Madhva Pradesh. These were:

“Bajrang Dal 1s very actuve in Harda, Indore, Sthor, Ravsen, Jubbalpore, Gwalior, Bhopal, Thar, Hoshangabad, Khandwa,
Kharpone, Guna, Rajgadh, Narsinhpur, Sagar, Neemach, Ujjain and Vidisha grlas. Various movements in the country such
as, construction of a Ram temple in Avodhva, conversions, cow slaughter, terronst attacks, cow protection plan and oppositon
to Christan missionaries have been started by them.

“It should be noted that the actvities carnied out by them are aimed at inciting members ot other communities, specially
the Mushms and the Chnstians. Along with this, an atmaosphere of communal animosity 1s created between the Hindus and
the Mushms, somenmes causing law and order problems,

“‘Bajrang Dal started in 1985 trom Tanadia village 1in Shajapur grlla. At present it has established 1ts branches in all the
~llas of Madhva Pradesh. 1t1s assocnted with the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and its ladies” wing 1s known as Durga Vahino

“Between 307 September 1989 and ™ October 1989, Bajrang Dal workers participated in the programme ot Shrram
thila pugra and the carrving of bricks to Avodhya tor the constructon ot a Ram temple, orgarsed at Bhopal. Sectnon 144 was
clamped on the town. Old Bhopal remained tense dunng the period of the programme.

“On 16.6.90, Bajrang Dal workers participated in a rally organised by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad in support of
the construction of the Ram temple. When this razhyatra was stopped in Bihar, they played an active role in calling
a Bhopal bandh.

“In Mayv 1992, Bajrang Dal orgamised a rally in Bairasiva, Bhopal in which mnflammatory slogans were shouted. Near
Kalan mosque, a sword attack during an altercauon berween the Bajrang Dal members and Mushm shopkeepers of the area
led to a fight. Bajrang Dal leader Rameshwar Sharma, raising objectionable slogans, spread the rumour that the Mushms had
collected nside the Kalan mosque and that they had injured a shopkeeper named Chhaganlal. On heanng this, the Bajrang
Dal crowd reached the Kalan mosque and started communal violence.

“Between 29.11.92 and 5.12.92. Vishwa Hindu Parishad observed a ‘challenge week” in which the Bajrang Dal members
plaved a major role. This created a tense situation in the citv of Bhopal. This stresstul situation led to communal riots
breaking out in vanous parts of Bhopal on 71292,

“On 28.1.95, a bandh was orgamsed in Rainathgaon and Upain. Similarly, on 7.3.95,1in Bhojshala in Dhar, public prayers
to Hanuman were organised and slogans of “Jar Sivaram’ were shouted.

“On 27.4.95, they went to Bhopal railway stanon to meet Sadhw Ritambhara but when she did not turn up, they started
breaking up things on the plattorm and outside the station and the police had to use tear gas to disperse them.

“Bhoj Smruti festival was celebrated in Bhoj between 11.2.97 and 13.2.97. The national leader of the Bajrang Dal, Mr.
Jatbhansingh Pavavva, p.irn('tp:uul in this tesuval. Just before this, on 29.1.97 Mr. Jaibhansingh Pavanvva had announced 1n
Gwalior that during its recently held apex counail meenng in Mathura, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad had included Bhojshala-
Dkar i its natonal agenda. In the same meetng, Acharva Ginray announced that an agitauon wall be launched to stop the
namaaz being held in Bhojshala. 1t the administranon does not stop the namaaz, we will do so.

“On 11.3.97. the district convenor of Bajrang Dal, Raja Bahu Madane handed over a memo to the addinonal district
collector, Dhar. which was addressed to the Honourable President and which threatened an agitaton trom 8.4.97. Due to
this threat, the minonty communiy continuously opposed the actvity of these Hindu groups and on 18.3.97 they handed a
memorandum to the district collector of Dhar, stating that this kind of acuvity 1s banned in this complex under the
Archacological regulations and that only ramaaz could be conducted.

“On 5.4.97, under the leadership of Jabhansingh Pavaivva of the Bajrang Dal, a ‘cow protectuon’ rallv was taken out in
Bhopal. Prior to this rally, huge posters were put up at ditferent places n Bhopal in which the role of the Bajrang Dal was
mentioned. The posters depicted slaughtered cows. In the rally, the jeeps carried several cut-outs. One of them showed a man
carriing a naked sword and a butcher. Another showed a butcher in the act of killing a cow and a man standing between the cow
and the butcher, thang to save 1t The tollowing slogans were raised: “This is not the nation of katwas {a derogatory word for
Mushms) and Aagss, 1t is the navon of Vir Shivay’, *Our weapons will be out wherever the blood of a cow falls’, “Now that the
conflict has started on the border wipe out the rest of Pakistan from the map?; ‘Beat the cow killers with shoes’; "We will not allow
cows to be slaughtered, nor our countny to be broken up’;, ‘Katuas will be killed, they will call out to Ram’. Dunng the rally 1t was
announced that this country belongs 1o Hindus and that Bakn [d will be observed without cow slaughter. The fight which was
warted on 6" December will never end. What happened in Avadhya on 6* December 92 1s not the last verse of Untarkand (the last
cection of Ramavan) but the verse of Balkand ‘the first section of Ramavan). The partcipants at the rally carned small trshuds.
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“"On 13,597, enticising the admimstranon’s buased policy on entry ot ordinary ciizens at Bhojshala in Dhar, regonal
convenor of Bajrang Dal, Prakash Ratnaparkhi and national convenor of Durga Vahini, Sadhvi Ritambhara protested and
threatened to launch a nanon wide agtatnon on this issue, Bagrang Dal and other Fhindu organisanons demanded entry tor
Hindus at Bhojshala every Tuesdav to conduct Pagza. At some places in Dhar, posters procluming, ‘Anse, Proceed towards
vour goal, Let us dedicate ourselves to the Holv Feet of Ma Sharada at the Saraswan Temple, Bhojshala, every Tuesday at
9 PM’ appeared.

“On 25997, at Khandwas LIG Colony, regional convenor of Baprang Dal, Mr. Prakash Ramnaparkhi and other workers
saw 4-5 burchers leading about 70 amimals. The Bayrang Dal acuvists informed the Moghat road police stanon about it over
the phone. In the meanume, the butcher community at Imlipura area got news of 1t and they also reached the site, leading
to an altercanon berween them and the Bajrang Dal workers and a tew injuries.

“On 1.7.97, a secret mecung was held at Indore which was attended by national charrman, Jaibhan Singh Pavaivva,
regional convenor Prakash Rataparkhi and Bajrang Dal workers from Dhar. At this meeting, a decision was taken regarding
the Bajrang Dal workers reaching Bhojshala, Dhar on 15 August 1997 and 1t was announced that the national flag would be
hoisted at Bhojshala on Auguse 15, 1997,

“On 24897, nanonal chairman Jasbhan Singh Pavanvva declared at a press conference that on any dayv in September,
Bajrang Dal would launch a direct acnon operanon called *Operation Can Hatyare' 1o stop cow slaughter. Under this operaton,
vehicles going to the slaughter-houses would be stopped on the highwavs. On 26.9.97, Jaibhan Singh Pavanvya and Acharya
Ginra) Kishor came to Bhopal, At a press conterence, Mr Pavaivva stated that 1t 1s not correct to call Ram Janmabhoomi as
Babn masjid. The court has allowed them to conduct pagra at the site and evervday pega 1s being done there.

“On 14.9.97 the regronal conterence of Barang Dal, with natonal chairman Pavavva as the chiet guest, concluded
at Ujjain. On this occasion, Mr. Pavaivva exhorted the workers to oreamise “Trshud Distrrbution Ceremony” on a large scale.

“On 26.9.97, during a talk with newspersons at Shajapur, national chairman ot Bajrang Dal, Jatbhan Singh Pavaiyya
stated that 1if namaay was conducted at the Ram Janamsthala at Avodhva, then pogra will be conducted ar the other
disputed mosques.

“On 27.12.97, navonal chairman of Bajrang Dal, Jaibhan Singh Pavaivva, addressing a rallv at Devnoin Sagar
district, said that Mushims are unable to sav [ unde Mataram, and that Mushms are alwavs trving to hurt the religious
senuments of Hindus. He addressed the MLA Sunil Jain as Suml Mohammad Khan, He also said that if someone
chops off a cow’s head, then 100 Muslims™ hands should be chopped off. If the roads to Amarnath are blocked then
the intelligent Mushms should understand that no fegras will be allowed to be taken out anvwhere in the country. If we
attacked, then we will extract revenpe tfrom vou in every street of the country. A Hindu does not provoke anvone, but
it he s provoked then he does not spare him,

“Bajrang Dal ordered its primary trmning camps to call co-ordinators and co-co-ordinators from every distnier, who
were nstructed on how to conduct ‘Operation Gaa Hanare to stop cow slaughter and were ordered to train Hindu
bovs in conducting raids.

“On 14.2.98, Bajradfiz Dal, Khargaon organised a Ram Yagra and Trishul Distribution Ceremony at the community
hall of Ram Krishna colony. About 8090 trshuls were distnbuted. At the ceremony, the national convenor, Surendra
Jain stated in his speech that in every age, the lord appeared in human form to protect the saints, destroy evil and
establish the rule of dharma but in Kalivug, the lord has handed over this work to Bajrang Dal. It s the duty of every
worker to protect the cow He told the Mushms that 1t thev wanted to stay in this country, then they would have 1o
accept Ram and Knshna as thar ancestors, acknowledge the cow as their mother, respect the senuments of the
Hindus and disown Babar and Aurangzeb. Rapiv Gandhi was asked 1o sacnifice his lite to save the Babn Maspd... rule
according to the Bible in Nagaland. You consume the water and tood of India, then raise slogans for this country, stop
saving ‘Pakistan gindabad, address the cow as lmen, proclaim Ram and Krnishna as vour ancestors and the insults
intlicted by vour ancestors will be forgiven.

“On 16.2.98, Bajrang Dal, Harda organised a Vb Ram Mabayagna and Trishul Distribution Ceremony in the courtvard
of Gupteshwar Mandir, Harda. At this ceremony, an appeal was 1ssued for Hindutva and protectuon of the progeny of
cows. After the ceremony, a procession was taken out on the main roads where the following slogans were raised: ‘Beat
the killers of cows with shoes’; ‘Force of the country, Bajrang Dal’; ‘Ban Cow Slaughrer’; ‘If the calves are taken to
slaughter, Blood will flow on the streers”; *Fold vour hands and sav | ande Mataran’; and *He who works for the benetit
of Hindus will rule the country”.

“On 25.3.98, under the stewardship of Ganraksha Andolan Samitt (Committee tor the Campaign to Save the Cow),
Bhopal, workers of Bajrang Dal, Arva Samaj and Hindu Utsav Samit observed a 2-day Maun Dbarana (Silent Protest)
at Bhavani Chowk to press for a ban on cow slaughter.

“Bajrang Dal and Vishwa Hindu Parnishad organised a regional conference from 10-12 April, 1998 at Diddaval
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(.« :mplcx, Bhopal. The main tocus of the conterence was 10 organise a Bhosidals Vgd e budolin Clree Bhoshala ( .|:np.n_l:n'
under which 1t was deaded to present a memorandum 1o the Hone wirable Governor, mob him and hold demonstratnons
against him as also to mob and hold demonstranons outside the restdence of the Chiet Mimster on December 6, 08,

“The regional convenor of Bajrang Dal ordered that August 14 should be observed as the "Undivided India Day? and 1f
the film *finmah’ was screened on August 15,1t should be oppe wsed The emema hall managers will be requested not to sereen

the film: ar they retused o ¢ 'mpl\, direet acton will be taken,

“On 17199, a 2-dav traming programme was organised ar Sarguia and Komva districes under the jomnt aegis of Bayrang
Dal and RSS where among other topies, detending Findutva, religious conversions and cow shwghter were discussed.

“On 29.1.99, Father Joseph, principal of Saint Marv School, Vidisha filed 4 wntten complant at the rural police staton,
Vidisha stating that at about 14,30 o'clock, two vouths came to St Many School and asked Tim why he was called “Father'.
One of these vouths, who introduced himselt as the presdent of Bajrang Dal sud that thisos the land of Ram and here a
Preat s called father. Similarly, again on 29.1.99, Father Joseph again filed a wotten o implaint stating that 3 vouths abused his
security guard and threatened o kill him, On the basis of the secunn guard s statement, the case was registered and on
31.1.99, the 3 men were arrested.

“On 14.3.99, at a press conference in Bhopal, Bajrang: Dal's natonal organiser, Mr Rajendra Pankay opposed anv attempt
by the admunistranon to natnonabise temples.”

It for the chief minister of MP, the above record consituted adequate prounds for a ban 1o be slapped on the Bajrang
Dhal, atter the genoaide in Gujarat, the need tor a ban on the Barang Dal and the Vi 1P becomes compelling @See “Pamphie

harion  sechion )

Sections 3 and 4 of the Act elaborate the procedure by which an outfit may be declared unlawrul. Seenon ™ details how the
central government then has the power to probabit the use of funds by such unlawtul assoctanons, Under Secuon 701, once an
organisation has been declared unlawtul, the central government may, by an order, serze assets and tunds, freeze accounts and
prohibit financial transactions. This secton, which deals wath the funding ot such baodies, could help sever the enucal hnk

between ideology and pard cadre whe, like mercenanes, transmit the hate deology, carrv arms, ]\lumicr, rape and kill.

Under the Act, an order freezing funds must be served in accordance with the Criminal Procedure Code and can be
challenged within a tortmight betore a distniet court.

Sumilarly, under secuon 8, the Act gives the central povernment the power to nonty any place used tor the purposes of
this unlawtul assoclanon be 1t a house, butlding tent or vessel, Anv arnticles used by the associanon for unlawtul assembly
mav be prohibited from use by the district magistrate, Vhedias, seeret camps and hideouts of the VHP and Barang Dal
could, 1t included in the ban, be senously attecred.

Arms training camp for women, children in Gujarat  and governments from preventing the blatant arming of
Indian civil society on religious lines.

The 49* All India Summer Training Camp organised
by Ritambhara Vishva Vidyapeeth will be held at Satapura, ¥ Rajasthan is, today, the location of a sinister re-
district, Dangs, Gujarat, from May 3 to May 22 for women i;i“-" = ;Ius um; [h\r_““’j,h ‘h}" bfz:];:{:m Dal’s Trishul D’.*‘i:”
and children. The camp will include lathi-training, rifle- amarobs and the VHP's Jalabbistwke programme — of the

\ e ¢ earlier bloodletting under the cover of Ram shila pogjans
shooting, meditation, yogasana, pravers, discourses and

: ; | 3 e and Advani’s rathyatra,
discussions on cultural and spiritual subjects. Children ;
between the age group 10 to 12 years can enrol. Call xxx
xx xx (phone number withheld by us) for details.

(The Asan Age, 27 March 2002).

v How will the Indian State and civil society
respond?
(Communalism Combat, November 2001)

Desi Mossad is getting ready at Bajrang Dal’s
Ayodhya camp

Killer ‘trishuls’ in hand, the sangh parivar tries... “], as a member of Bajrang Dal, swear in the name

v 40 lakh ‘trishuls — Rampuri knives that can kill, of Lord Hanuman to always remain prepared to protect
craftily disguised as a religious symbol. distributed by the my country, religion and culture,” 150 young men,
Bajrang Dal countrywide (Rajasthan CM, Ashok Gehlot). between 15 and 21 years of age, recite in unison. After
practising target shooting with air guns at
Karsevakpuram (in Avodhya) for the past one week,
the group is attending the convocaton function presided
v This factor is hampering the police administration  over by the national co-convenor of the Dal, Prakash

v A trishul, like the kirpan, is exempt from the
provisions of the Indian Arms Act.




Sharma. The training camp ended last evening amud loud
chants of ‘Jar Sriram’ and ‘Jai Bajrangbali’. Asked what
he did at the camp, an acuvist whispers, “1 am from the
secret service of Bajrang Dal. Isracls Mossad 1s my
inspiration. I can’t tell vou more.”

Bajrang Dal officials take grear pains to explain that
their camp was more to impart physical fitness to the cadre
than giving them shooting practice. Dal leaders claim this
is not the first ume that they were imparting arms training
to their workers. “We are training them in handling firearms
since 1996. Ayodhya is only one of the 25 such camps
planned between May 10 (in Karnataka) and July 30 (at
Guwahau),” Sharma says,

Dal office-bearers teel outraged on being asked about
the reason for training their cadre in handling guns. *Have
you ever put this question to the Scouts or Natonal Cadet
Corps officials? If they are preparing voung generation
for serving the country, so are we,” Sharma savs. “Arms
training, in fact, bolsters their morale and self-esteem.”

(The Indian Fxpress, fune 30, 2000))
Hindu groups organise arms training camps

Lucknow: Right-wing Hindu groups organised a 10-day
camp in Avodhyva last week to train their cadres in
marksmanship, At the camp, organised by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and its affiliate, the Bajrang Dal, cadres
were being trained to shoot with air guns... “This is the
induction stage. Later on, we will traim our boys in shooting
real'{:uns and ritles. This 1s part of our dnll to ensure the
protecton of Hindus,” Ved Prakash Sachan, Bajrang Dal
chiet in Uttar Pradesh, said.

The camp at Karsevakpuram, which is being
supervised by Sachan, 1s not the first to be conducted
in Uttar Pradesh. “Similar camps have been held in
Varanasi, Mathura and Mcerut. Those who prove their
shooting skills will be picked for advanced courses,”
Sachan said. Some residents of Avodhya suspect that
the groups are clandestnely training their cadres to fire
more sophisticated weapons.

(ndia AAbroad News Nerrvwce, Jufy 7, 2000,

Bajrang Dal held arms training camp in Bengal too

Kolkata: Two arms training camps were silently
organised in West Bengal recently where 114 actvists
of the Bajrang Dal and the Durga Vahini were also
trained in the use of guns. The first camp was held ar
the Kamalpur High School in Chakdah in Nadia between
May 26 and June 9. Fifty-two voung men, aged between
15 and 25, were imparted tramning there. Apart from
voga, mijukt (karate) and the use of lathis, the Dal
activists were trained to use rifles. They were also taught
the methods of crawling and jumping through fire in
full military style. Most of those trained were freshers

INDICTE n

and all the 10 nstructors were from West Bengal.

The second camp, organised by the Durga Vahin, the
women's wing ot the VHP, was held at Kashimbazar in
Murshidabad from Mayv 30 to June 7. In all, 62 women
participated in the camp where they obtained similar
military training as their male counterparts.

Admitting that the camps were indeed held, state
general secretary of the VHP, Ajoy Kumar Nandi, said
on Monday that such training camps were being
regularly held in the state tor the last 10 vears, “There
is nothing secret about it Every vear, we organise such
camps. The police know about this but they have not
interfered so far,” Nandi said. He did not say from
where his organisation was collecting the rifles.

Nandi also said that the VHP had already raised a
force of abour 3,000 men and women belonging to
the Bajrang Dal and the Durga Vahint in this state
who had been imparted military training, “We will raise
a 30,000-strong force 1n this state within this vear, as
part of our central programme to raise a 30 lakh strong
torce nation-wide,” he added. So far, the trainees had
mostly come from Malda, Hooghly and North 24
Parganas districts, Nandi said.

The VHP leader explained that the purpose of
raising such a force was to “defend the society and
the state.” The Durga Vahini had been specifically
instructed to intervene in incidents like kidnapping of
women in the border areas. Only a select group from
among the force would be imparted special training to
combat the Pakistan-sponsored Inter-Services
Intelligence, he said.

(The Times of India. June 2000))

Of guns and Hindu Rashtra

Lucknow: Rat-a-tat-tat. The deatening sound of
gun shots disturbs the serene surroundings with
uncanny regularity, Tracing the source through
overgrown shrubs and grass, one comes across 15
men 1n the 22-30 age group lving on their stomachs
with fircarms in thetr hands. They are practising on
different targets comprising chiefly glass bottles.
Giving them training is an older man, who appears
conversant with guns. The men listen to him intently
and then begin their practice session like people
possessed.

Their dictum 1s simple: tooth for a wooth and eye for
an cve. "Hindu' power flows from the barrel of the gun
for them. They are members of the newly-floated Hindu
Rashtriva Muka Army, an offshoot of the Shiv Sena,
and are attending an arms training camp over the past
15 days at a destnation about 90 km. from the state
capital.

(The Times of India, 29 September 2001)
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National Human Rights Commission

&

WA /feE:

o

We reproduce belou an excerpt from the prelppunary report of the
National Human Rights Commussion-NHRC):

Namc of the complainant: Suo motu

18. A ‘Preliminary Report’ dated 8 March 2002 was
recerved by the Commussion from the government of Gujarat
on 11 March 2002, However, it was pertunctory in characrer.
In the meantume, the Commuission had received a tarly detaled
report on the situanon from s Spectal Group in Guagarar,
compnsing 1ts spectal representanve, PGl Nampoothr,
tormer director general of police, Gujarat, Annie Prasad,
IAS (Retd) and Gagan Sethr, director, Jan Vikas. With violence
conunuing, 1t was in such circumstances that the Commussion
decided that the chairperson should lead a team ot the

2002, And 1t was pursuant to this that the detailed report of
the state of Gujarat was received on 28 March 2002 1n
response to the Commission’s notice of 1 March 2002 and
the discussions held with the team.

19. There tollow below certain prelimmary comments and
recommendations of the Comnmussion on the situation in
Gujarat. As indicated above, these will be tollowed, as ru]ulrcd.
bv other proceedings, contaiming comments  and
reccommendations, which will take into account the response
that will be receved from the central and state governments
to the mission-report of the Commussion’s team, a turther
reading and analysis of the voluminous material that has been,
and 1s being, submitted to the Commission, and the situaton
as 1t develops on the ground.

Preliminary Comments:

20. (1) The statute of the Commission, as contained in the

-

Protection of Human Rights Acr, 1993, requires the
Comnmussion under the provisions ot Section 12, 1o perform
all or any of the following funcuons, namely:

T Inquire, suo motu or on a petton prcxcmcd oI i)}.' a
victim or any person on his behalt, into complaint of

1 violation of human nghts or abetment thereof; or

1 neghygence in the preventon of such violanon, by a
public servant L

d) review the satepuards provided by or under the
Consutution or any law tor the tume being in force for the
protection of human nghts and recommend measures far
their etfectuive implementatuon; ..

f study treaties and other international instruments on
human nghts and make recommendations tor their effectuve
implementation; .

1 such other tuncuons as 1t mav consider necessary for
the promotion ot human nghes™

The term “human nghts™ s defined to mean the right
relatng to lite, iberty, equaliny and digniev ot the individual
guaranteed by the Constutution or embodied 1in the
International Covenants and enforceable by courts in India
Section 2714, and the Internanonal Covenants are defined
as the “International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and the International Covenant on Economie, Social and
Culwral Rights adopted by the General Assembly of the
United Nanons on 16th December 1966, (Secuon 2(1)(1)).

a1y T as theretore in the hight of this statute that the
Commussion must examine whether violations of human nghts
were committed, or were abetted, or resulted trom negligence
in the prevention of such violanon. Tt must also examine
whether the acts that occurred infringed the nghts puaranteed




by the Consutution or those that were embodied in the rwo
great Internanonal Covenants cited above,

‘1) The Commussion would like to observe at this stage
that 1t 1s the primary and mescapable responsibiline of the
State to protect the nght 1o lite, hberny, equaliey and dignity
of all of those who consttute 1. 1o s also the responsibility
of the State to ensure that such niphts are not violated aither
through overt acts, or through abetment or neghgence. Tvis a
clear and emerging principle of human nghts junsprudence
that the State 15 responsible not only for the acts of 1ts own
agents, but also tor the acts of non-State plavers acung within
its junsdiction. The State 15, 10 addinon, responsible for any
inaction that mav cause or tacilitate the violaton of human
nghts.

(v} The first queston that anses theretore s whether the
State has LllSCh;ll’}_:(‘L{ ns responsibilines appropriately in
accordance with the above. It has been stated in the repon
of the state government that the attack on kar seraksin Godhra
occurred 1in the absence of “specific information about the
return of kar seraks trom Avodhva™ (p. 12 of the Report). Tt
15 also asserted that while there were intelhgence inputs
pertaining to the movement of ar seraki to Avodhva between
10-15 March 2002, there were no such inputs concerning
their return cither from the state intelligenee branch or the
central intelligence agencies (p. 5 and that the “only message”
about the return of kar seraks, provided by the Uttar Pradesh
police, was recerved in Gujarat on 28 February 2002, e,
after the tragic inaident of 27 February 2002 and even that
did not relate to a possible attack on the Sabarmau Express.

(v} The Commussion is deeply concerned to be informed
of this. It would appear to constitute an extraordinary lack
of apprecaton of the potenual dangers ot the situaton,
both by the central and state intelligence agencies. This 1s the
more so given the history of communal violence in Gujarar,
The report of the state government atselt states:

“The state of Gujarat has a long history of communal
nots, Major niots have been occurnng periodically in the state
since 1969, Two Commussions of Inquiry viz,, the Jagmohan
Reddy Commission of Inquiry, 1969, and the Dave
Commussion of Inquiry, 1985, were constituted to go into
the widespread communal violence that erupted in the state
from time to ume. Subsequently, major communal incidents
all over the state have taken place in 1990 and in 1992.93
tollowing the Babn Maspd episode. In fact, between 1970
and 2002, Gujarat has winessed 443 major communal
incidents. Fyven minor altercatons, over rivial matters ke

kite tflving have led to communal violence.” (p. 127

The report adds that the Godhra inaident occurred at a
ume when the environment was alreadv surcharged due to
developments in Avodhva and related events (also p. 1275

Indeed, 1t has been reported to the Commussion that, in
intelligence parlance, several places of the state have been
classified as communally sensitive or hvper sensinve and thar,
in many cites of the state, including Ahmedabad, Vadodara
and Godhra, members of both the majonty and munority
communitics are constantly in a state of preparedness to
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tface the perceived danger of communal violence. In such
circumstances, the police are reported to be normally well
prepared to handle such dangers and 1t 1s reported to be
standard practice to alert police stations down the ine when
sensiive situanons are hikelv to develop.

vi) Gaven the above, the Commussion 1s constrained to
observe that a senous fallure of intelligence and acuon by
the state government marked the events leading to the Godhra
tragedy and the subsequent deaths and destrucuon tha

occurred. On the face of it, in the light of the history of

communal violence in Guiarat, recalled in the report of the
state government itself, the queston must anse whether the
principle of “res spsa loquitur’ (‘the affair speaking for iselt”
should not apply in this case 1n assessing the degree of state
responsibility in the failure to protect the life, liberty, equality
and dignity of the people of Gujarat.

The Commussion accordingly requests the response ot the
central and state governments on this matter, 1t being the
primary and inescapable responsibility of the State to protect
such rights and 1o be responsible for the acts not only of its
own agents, but also for the acts of non-State plavers within
s urisdicnon and any 1nacuon that may cause or facilitate
the violatnon of human nghts. Unless rebutted by the state
povernment, the adverse inference ansing against 1t would
render 1t accountable. The burden is therefore now on the
state government to reburt this presumption.

(vi; An ancillary question that anises 15 whether there was
adequate anucipation in regard to the measures to be taken,
and whether these measures were indeed taken, to ensure
that the tragic events in Godhra would not occur and would
not lead to serious repercussions elsewhere. The Commission
has noted that many instances are recorded in the report ot
prompt and courageous action by district collecrors,
commissioners and superintendents of police and other
officers to control the violence and to deal with s
consequences through appropriate preventive measures and,
thereatter, through rescue, rebef and rehabilitanon measures.

The Commuission cannot but note, however, that the report
iselt reveals that while some communally-prone districrs
succeeded in controlling the violence, other districes
sometimes less prone to such violence — suceumbed to 1t In
the same vein, the report further indicates that while the
tactors underhining the danger of communal violence
spreading were common to all districts, and that, *“in the wake
of the call for the *Gujarat Bandh® and the possible fall-out
of the Godhra incident, the state government took all possible
precautions” (p.128), some districts withstood the dangers
far more firmlyv than did others.

Such a development clearly points to local factors and
plavers overwhelming the district officers in certain instances,
but notin others, Given the widespread reports and allegatons
of groups of well organised persons, armed with mobile
telephones and addresses, singling out certain homes and
properties tor death and destrucnon in certain districes -
sometimes within view of police stations and personnel — the
further quesuon anses as to what the factors were, and who
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the plavers were in the situations that went out of control.
The Commission requests the comments of the state
government on these matters.

(vir) The Commussion has noted that while the report states
that the Godhra inadent was “premeditated” (p. 5), the report
does not clanfy as to who preciselv was responsible for this
incident. Considenng its gruesome nature and catastrophic
consequences, the team of the Commission that visited
Godhra on 22 March 2002 was concerned to note from the
comments of the special 1GP, CID (crime) that while two
cases had been regstered, they were being invesugated by an
SDPO of the Western Raillway and that no major progress
had been made unul then.

In the light of fact that numerous allegations have been
made both in the media and to the team of the Commuission
to the effect that FIRs in vanous instances were being distorted
or poorly recorded, and that senior political personalities were
seeking to ‘influence’ the working of police stations by their
presence within them, the Commission is constrained to
observe that there 15 a widespread lack of faith in the integney
of the investigating process and the ability of those conducting
INVvestugauons.

The Commussion notes, for instance, that in Ahmedabad,
in most casces, looting was “reported in well-to-do localities by
relatvely rich people” (p. 130). Yet the report does not idenufy
who these persons were. The conclusion cannot but be drawn
that there 1s need for greater transparency and integrity to
invesugate the instances of death and destrucnon appropnately
and to instil confidence in the public mind.

(1x) The report takes the view that “the major incidents of
violence were contained within the first 72 hours.”” It asserts,
however, that “on account of widespread reporting both in
the visual as well as the electronic media, incidents of violence
on a large-scale started occurning in Ahmedabad, Baroda cities
and some towns of Panchmahals, Sabarkantha, Mchsana,
etc” in spite of “all possible precautions having been taken”
(p- 128-129). The report also adds that vanous comments
attributed to the chief minister and commussioner of police,
Ahmedabad, among others, were torn out of context by the
media, or enurely without foundauon,

{x) Asindicated earlier in these proceedings, the Commussion
considers it would be naive for it to subscnibe to the view that
the situation was brought under control within the first 72
hours. Violence continues in Guijarat as of the time of writing
these proceedings. There was a pervasive sense of insecurity
prevailing in the state at the ime of the team’s visit to Gujarat.
This was most acute among the victims of the successive
tragedies, but it extended to all segments of society, including
1o two judges of the High Court of Gujarat, one situng and
the other retired, who were compelled to leave their own homes
because of the vitated atmosphere. There could be no clearer
evidence of the fallure to control the situation.

(x1) The Commission has, however, taken note of the views
of the state government in respect of the media. The
Commission firmly believes that it is essential to uphold the
Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression articulated in

Artcle 19(1){a) of the Constututon, which finds comparable
provision in Arncle 19 ot the Unmiversal Declaranion of
Human Rights, 1948 and Arucle 19 of the Internanonal
Covenant on Civil and Pohucal Rights, 1966, Tt s therefore
clearly 1n favour of a courageous and investiganve role tor
the media. At the same ume, the Commussion 1s of the view
that there 15 need tor all concerned 1o reflect turther on
possible guidelines that the media should adopt, on a *selt
policng” basis, to govern ats conduct in volaule situations,
including those of inter-communal violence, with a view to
ensuning that passions are not intlamed and turther violence
perpetrated. It has 1o be noted that the nght under Arucle
19(13(a) 1s subject to reasonable restricnons under Arncle
1902} of the Constutunon.

(x11) The Commussion has noted the contents of the report
on two matters that raised serious questuons of disenmuinatory
treatment and led to most adverse comment both within the
country and abroad. The tirst related to the announcement
of Rs. 2 lakh as compensation to the next-of-kin of those
who penshed in the attack on the Sabarmau Express, and of
Rs. 1 lakh for those who died in the subsequent violence.
The second related to the apphcauon of POTO 1o the first
incident, but not to those involved in the subsequent violence.

On the quesuon of compensation, the Commussion has
noted from the report that Rs. 1 lakh will be paid n all
mnstances, “thus establishing pante” It has also noted that,
according to the report, this decision was taken on 9 March
2002, afrer a letter was received by the chief mimister, “on
behalf of the kar seraks” saving “that they would welcome
the financial help of Rs. 1 lakh instead of Rs. 2 lakh to the
bereaved families of Godhra massacre™ (see p. 115),

This decision, in the view of the Commussion, should have
been taken on the imuauve of the government iself, as the
1ssue raised impinged senously on the provisions of the
Consurution contained in Articles 14 and 15, dealing
respectively with equality before the law and equal protection
of the laws within the territory of India, and the prohibition
of discmination on grounds of relignon, race, caste, sex or
place of birth,

The Commussion has also noted the contents of the report
which state that “No guidehnes were given by the home
department regarding the tvpe of cases in which POTO
should or should not be used™ and that, subsequent to the
inittal decrsion to apply POTO) in respect of individual cases
in Godhra, the government receved legal advice to defer
“the applicability of POTO ull the invesugatuon is completed”
(pp. 66-67). The Commussion intends to monitor this matter
further, POTO having since been enacted as a law:

(x11) The Commussion has taken good note of the “Rescue,
Reliet and Rehabilitation Measures™ undertaken by the state
government. In many instances, strenuous etforts have been
made by collectors and other distnict officers, often actung on
their own inittative. The Commussion was informed, however,
dunng the course of 1ts visit, that many of the largest camps,
including Shah-e-Alam in Ahmedabad, had not recerved visits
at a high political or admnistrative level ull the visit of the
chairperson of this Commuission. This was viewed by the




immates as being indicative ot a deeper malaise that was
discoiminatory in ongin and character. Untortunately, too,
numerous complamts were received by the team of the
Commussion regarding the lack of tacihoes in the camps.

The Commission has noted the range ot actvities and
measures taken by the state povernment to pursue the rehiet
and rehabilitaton ot those who have suttered. [eappreciates
the positive steps that have been taken and commends those
offictals and NGO that have worked to amchorate the
sutfening ot the vicums, The Commussion, however, considers
1t essential to monitor the OnN-going m-.plf:mc.-nt.mnn of the
decisions taken since a great deal sull needs to be done. The
Commussion has alreadv indicated to the chier minister that
a follow up mission will be made on behalt of the
Commussion at an appropriate tme and it appreciates the
response of the chiet mimister that such a visitwill be welcome
and that every effort will be made to restore complete
1‘.l)rt1‘|;ll("\' C.\'PL‘(‘KTIUIJS]\.

xiv) In the light ot the above, the Commussion s duty
bound to conunue to follow developments in Gujarat
consequent to the tragic incidents that occurred in Godhra
and clsewhere. Under its statute, 1t 1s required to monitor the
compliance of the State with the rule of law and its human
rights obligations. This will be a conunuing duty of the
Commuission which must be tulfilled, Parhament having
established the Commussion with the objective of ensuring
the “better protecnon”™ of human nghts in the country,
expecting thereby that the etforts of the Commussion would
be addinonal to those of existing agencies and insutuuons. In
this task, the Commussion will conunue to count on receiving
the cooperation of the government of Gujarat, a cooperation
of which the chiet minister has stated that it can be assured.

Recommendations

The Commussion now wishes to make a first set of
recommendatons tor the immediate considerauon of the
central and state governments. As indicated carlier, once a
response has been received from these governments on the
report of the visit of the Commussion’s team to Gujarat, and
a tull analvsis made ot the numerous representations received
bv the Commussion, addinonal proceedings will be recorded
bv the Commission on the situaton in Guyarat, oftering
turther comments and recommendatons,

I Law & Order

() In view ot the widespread allegavons that FIRs have
been poorly or wrongly recorded and that investganons are
being ‘influenced’ by extrancous consideranons or plavers,
the Commission is of the view that the integnity of the process
has to be restored. It theretore recommends the entrusung
of certan cnucal cases to the CBL These include the cases
relaung to the

» Godhra inaident, which s at present being invesugared

by the GRP,
» Chamanpura {Gulbarga Sociery) inadent;

e Naroda Pauva inadent;
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- Best Bakery case in Vadodara; and the
re Sadarpura case in Mehsana distnct,

) The Comnussion recommends that special courts should
try these cases on a dav-to-day basis, the judges being
handpicked by the chiet pustce of the high court of Gujarat.
Special proscecutors should be appointed as needed.
Procedures should be adopted for the conduct of the
proceedings in such a manner that the traumatised condition
of manv of the vicums, parucularly women and children, 1s
not aggravated and thev are protected trom turther trauma
or threat. A particular effort should be made to depute
sensitive officers, partucularly officers who are women, to
assist 1in the handling of such cases.

(1) Special cells should be constituted under the concerned
district magastrates to follow the progress of the invesugauon
of cases not entrusted to the CBI; these should be monitored
by the additonal director-general (cnime).

(1v) Speaific ume-trames should be fixed tor the thorough
and expediuous completion of nvesugatons.

(v) Police desks should be set-up in the relief camps to
receive complaints, record FIRs and forward them to police
statons having junsdicuon.

(v1) Matenal collected by NGOs such as Ciuzen's Ininanve,
PUCL. and others should also be used.

(vi) Provocative statements made by persons to the
clectronic or print media should be examined and acted upon,
and the burden of proof shifted to such persons to explain
or contradict their statements.

(vii) Given the wide vanation in the performance of public
servants in the discharge of their statutory responsibibines,
acuon should be inivated to 1denufy and proceed aganst those
who have failed to act appropnately to control the violence
In 1ts INCIplent stages, or to prevent its escalanon thereatter.
By the same token, officers who have performed their dutes
well, should be commended.

II. Camps

(1) Visits to camps by semor political leaders and officers
should be organised 1n a systemanc way in order to restore
confidence among those who have been vicnmised. NGOs
should be involved in the process and the management and
running of the camps should be marked by transparency
and accountability.

1) Sentor otficers of the rank of secretary and above
should be given speafic responsibility in respect of groups
of camps.

() Special facilines/camps should be set up tor the
processing of insurance and compensauon claims, The chiet
muruster of the State had requested the Commuission to 1ssue
an appropriate request to insurance companies for the
expeditous settlement of claims of those who had suttered in
the nots. The Commission will readily do so and recommends
that the state government send to it the necessary derails ar an
carly date in order to facilitate such supporuve acuon.
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) Inmates should not be asked to leave the camps unul
appropnate rehet and rehabiitanon measures are in place
tor them and they feel assured, on securnity _L'ruund\ that
thev can indeed leave the camps.

IIl. Rehabilitation

1! The Commussion recommends that places of worship
that have been destroved be repaired expedinously. Assistance
should be provided, as appropnate, inter alia by the State.

1) Adequate compensation should be provided to those
who have suffered. This will require an augmentation of the
tunds allocated thus far, through cooperative arrangements
involving both the State and Central Governments. Etforis
<hould be made to mvolve HUDCO, HEDC and internanonal
financial and other agencies and programmes 1in this process.

(1) The private sector, including the pharmaceuncal
industry, should also be requested to partapate in the reliet
and rehabilitavion process and proper co-ordinating
arrangements estabhished.

v The role of NGOxs should be encouraged and be an
mtrinsic part of the overall effort 10 restore normalcey, as
wis the case 1n the co-ordinated effort after the carthquake.
The Gujarar Disaster Management Authonty, which was also
deeply engaged in the post-earthquake measures, should be
requested to assist in the present arcumstances as well,

v Special efforts will need 1o be made to idenufy and

assist desutute women and orphans, and those subjected to
rape. The Women and Child Development Department,

Government ot India and concerned international agencies)
programmes should be requested to help. Parucular care will
need to be taken to mobihse psvehiatric and counselling
services to help the traumatised vicims. Special efforts will
need to be made todentty and depute competent personnel

tor this purpose.

vty The media should be requested to cooperate fully in
this endeavour, including radio, which 1s otten under uulised
n such circumstances.

IV. Police Reform

1 The Commisston would ke to draw attenuon o
the deeper question of police retorm, on which
recommendatons ot the Natnonal Police Commission
and of the Nanonal Human Rights Commission have
been pending despite repeated cfforts to have them
acted upon. The Commussion is of the view that recent
events in Gujarat and, indeed, 1n other states ot the
country, underhine the need to pruc(‘('d without delav to
implement the reforms that have already been
reccommended 1 order to preserve the integrity of the
mvestigating process and to insulate 1t from extrancous
mntluences.

Justice JS Verma (Charperson)
Justice Sujata V Manohar (Mcmber)
Virendra Dayal
1 Apnl 2002
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UN convention on genocide

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide: Approved and proposed for signature and
y £

ratification or accession by General Assembly resolution 260 -1 (111} of 9 December 1948

entry into force 12 January 1951, in accordance with article X111

The Contracting Parties,

Having considered the declaranon made by the General
Assembly of the United Nations in its resoluton 96 1) dated
11 December 1946 that genocide 1s a cnime under
international law, contrary to the spint and aims ot the United
Nauons and condemned by the civibized world,

Recognizing that at all peniods of history genocide has

infhicted great losses on humanity, and

Being convinced that, in order 1o iberate mankind trom
such an odious scourge, inernational co-operation 1s required,

Hereby agree as herematter provided:

Article 1

The Contracnng Parnes confirm that genocide, whether
committed 1in ume of peace or n umc of war, 1s a4 cnme

under internatonal law, which thev undertake to prevent and
1o punish.

Article 2

In the present Convenuon, penocide means anyv ot the
tollowing acts commutied with intent 1o destrov, in whole or
in part, a nattonal, ethrucal, racial or rehgrous group, as such:

(a) Killing members of the group:

{b) Causing sertous bodilv or mental harm to members ot
the group;

¢) Deliberately inflicung on the group condinions ot hite
calculated 1o bring about its physical destrucnon in whole or
In part;

d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within
the group;

‘¢) Foraiblv transterning children of the group 1o another
group.

Article 3

The tollowing acts shall be punishable:

a) Genoade;

b} Conspiracy to commit genocide;

(c) Dnreet and public incitement to commit genocide;
‘d) Attempt to commut penocide;

‘e) Comphlicity 1n genocide.

Arricle 4

Persons commutuing genocide or any of the other acts
enumerated i arucle [T shall be punished, whether they are
comututionally responsible rulers, public ofticils or private
individuals.

Article 5

The Contracting Parties undertake to enact, in accordance
with their respective Constitutions, the necessary legislation
to give effect to the provisions of the present Convenuon,
and, i particular, 1o provide etfecuve penalues for persons
rutlty ot genocide or anv ot the other acts enumerated 1in
article T

Article 6

Persons charged with penocade or any ot the other acts
cnumerated i arucle 11 shall be tned by a competent tnbunal
of the State in the rerntony of which the act was commutted,
or by such internauonal penal tribunal as may have junsdiction
with respect 1o those Contracting Parues which shall have

accepted s junsdicuon.
Article 7

Grenocide and the other acts enumerated in arucle 11 shall
not be considered as polincal ernimes for the purposc of
extradion.

The Contracung Parues pledge themselves in such cases
to grant extradition in accordance with therr laws and treaties
In torce.

Article 8

Anv Contracung Party mav call upon the competent organs
of the United Naunons to take such acuon under the Charter
ot the United Nanons as thev consider approprate for the
preventon and suppression of acts of genoade or any of
the other acts enumerated in arucle 111

Article 9

Disputes berween the Contracung Parties relaung to the
interpretation, appheation or fulfilment of the present
Convenuon, including those relating to the responsibihey of a
State tor genocide or for any ot the other acts enumerated
in arucle 111, shall be submitted to the Internatnonal Court of
Jusuce at the request of any of the parties 1o the dispute.
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Our Strong
Dedication

Let the harmony
grace the tradition

India is the country with
variety in taste and unity
in soul. But West Bengal
is the only state where
communal discord will
never sprout. The
anarchists are always
damned by the people
of this State. Let us join
hands to keep this
glorious tradition
throughout our life.
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"A democratic form of Government
presupposes a democratic form of
society. The formal framework of
democracy is of no value and would
indeed be a misfit if there was no

social democracy.”

Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar, 1943
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