Dhar and Rao have once again f{ailed to
" follow the argument in our paper that
{ndia should not accept Dunkel proposals
on TRIPS in toto.

Finally, whilc we tend to disagrec with
the tenor and content of the discussion by
Dhar and-Rao on the grounds discussed
above, we however, feel obliged to thank
them for pointing out the typing error of
RCA expanded as ‘Relative Competitive
Advantage’ in the tables though it has
been correctly printed in the text as ‘Re-
vealed Competitive Advantage’; for point-
irg out the error that ‘all developing coun-
tries” and ‘not all countries’ get a transi-
tion period of five years; for pointing out

that the issuc of ‘pipeline proteciion’ has
been given in the Dunkel draft text; for
making us realise that the patents of ‘many’
and not ‘most’ American drugs are’ ex-
pecied lo expire in 1990-95; and finally,
for accepting our paper as an academic
article.
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Crisis in Sociological Research
G'B Venkatesha Murthy

VEENA DAS’s article ‘Sociological Re-
search in India: The State of Crisis’ (EPW,
June 5 ) makes interesting reading. I am
inclined to say that the situation is no differ-
ent in the other branches of social sciences.
The article stiould serve as an cye-opener to
ail those who are interested in the develop-
ment of sociology in particular and social
science in general.

Veena Das points out that while stu-
dents cannot be trained to do brilliant
rescarch they can and must be trained todo
competent research. Research performance
to a large extent depends not only on the
students’ calibre but also their commit-
ment to the discipline. **It is well known

that in India the majority of the brighter

students are attracted to science, technol-
ogy ani professional courses. Even
amongat the se who choose courses in the
faculties of arts, social sciences and hu-
mianities, the brighter ones tend to choose
cither mathematics or cconomics. Obvi-
ously, those students who choose scciol-
ogy are not necessarily the best, not do

they negcsuanlx have nnE clear notion of

why ihey chose the subreer, wh
definite implications for their interestand
performance’’ [Damle 1974]. Itis amatter

of regret that students tend to choose soci--

ology as a last resort when they find other

options not possible or available, If they

arc primarily interested in attaining a for-
mal degree what might one expect from
them in respect of pursuing further studies
and contributing something to the disci-
pline?

M N Srinivas and Panini (1973) say that
there is no attempt to restrict admissions on
the basis of qualifications and aptitude. Thus
ali and suiniiy a7z sitlowed ta pursue thelr
studies in sociology. This is one of the main
reasons why high quality researchin sociol-

2484

“ogy'is not forthcoming.

Who is to be blamed for such a staie of
affairs? It is common knowledge that

" appointments are made frequently on

grounds other than merit. In the words of

M N Srinivas (1993): ““‘Many if not most -

of our universities' and other’ centres of

“higher learning have become cockpits for

caste, regional and linguistic conflict and
intrigue and both. teaching and research
are in a deplorable condition. Appoint-
ments are made frequently on grounds
other thap merit. In fact, ‘merit' has be-
come a dirty word in the lexicon of the
advocates of castsz quotas and the
progressives.'“When substandard recruits

are placed at th helm of affairs the net’

result is negative,

Das has pointed outthatin doctcral theses
there appear long lists of refereaces and
extensive bibliographies, but that the stu-
dents display their ignorance whea they are
asked about what has been quoted. It has
become ornamental to give a long list of
references in toe heses. But if the students
are found 1o be not familiar with what has
g or oBYE3 by them, the
examiners should be bold enough to reject
the theses, instead of aceepting them on the
basis of foarmdl considerations. Strict scru:

- tiny would eliminate poor and mediocre

exercises so that what remains is meaning-
ful and solid work.

Veena Das says that the umvcrsmcs,
UG C and professional belies are respon-
sible for such u stale of affairs, It Is true
that quite often outdated textbooks are
uscdin theuniversities and colleges. Many
if not most of the teachers seldom care to
know what is happening in the ficld of
socivlogy. Teachers, even at the highest
levels, very rarciy vefer o nztional and

international journals. *'In the caseof most

college teachers they look upon them-
sclves mainly as communicators of avail-
able knowledge to the students and not as
producers of knowledge'' {Oommen 1983].

The Indian Association for Study of
Population (IASP) conducts periodic
reoricntation in various parts of India for
its members and concerned rescarchers.
Similar reorientation training or work-
shops for resegrch workers and college
teachers in sociology will goalong way in
improving the position.

Regarding - the evaluation of docloral
thescs, it has been mentioned in Das’s
paper that examination of PhD disserta-
tions is managed within a small coterie of
scholars. We are now in a situation when
dissertations are approved on the basis of
reciprocity rather than the application of
academic - standards. This does not stop
with examination of dissertations. It ex-!
tends to seminars, workshops and appoml-:

" ments as well. Something drastic has to be

done before it is too late.

To conclude, it is necessary. (o restruc:
ture the entire education policy in regard
to social science in general and sociology
inparticular. Thisshould facilitate generating’
the right kind of - teaching ‘and rescarch

.ethos in which teachers ought to sec thal

students reciprocate by the way of enrich-
ing “the discipline through ‘the develop-
ment’ of aptitude, commitment-and aca-
demic skills.

The role of established academics be
comes significant in such a context. They'
mustcontinuously inspire and guide young”
minds and also help in formulaiing the
right k:nd ¥ policy both withrespest tn ils
theoreiical a:mensions as weil as applicd
aspects. Instead of becoming icepﬁcs they
should come forward and do what fs pos-
sible. Scholars like Veena Das might criti-
cally analyse what is going on, but that is
not sufficient. She imust also become part
of an academic community whosc aim is
to make a sincere atlempt to correct the
shortcomings in tbhe existing academic
scenario.
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