STARVING POOR TREK
| TO CITIES

SRI Y. B. :Chavan

speaking in the Lok
Sabha, said that in the
months ahead as a result

Where Human |
Lives Are

Cheap

WO men and two
wcemen, members of
landless 1a b o u r family,

Wdied one after another re-

{ ¢ently due to the excessive

strain-.. they underwent

0 ﬂminneuet,
" workgy

newsman by the Vice-
President of the Ahmed-
nagar Zilla Parishad
recently. They could get
‘neither medical aid nor
monetary help to ease
their distress.

The family members.
hailing from the Wanjoli
village, in Newasa taluka,
were working at a metals
breaking centre at Ghode-
gaon, eight kilometres
from their vﬁii’g”g“ sk

One of the women who
died had given birth toa
child just one month
- before her death. She
had to resume work within
fifteen days of her
delivery.

The family had left
ehind six children all

low eleven years,
— The Indian Express,
November 27

*

“BRRya Pandurang Tike,
A tweﬁtye‘ighl-year old

fisherman... “from. Alibag,

\

Maharaahtri?hn b
shot and kitled."

Policemen were targct
shooting - at the firivg
range at Kolaba fort—with

no thought that astray

bullet ¢ould "hit* ‘anyone
of the fishermen' neat by.

sea fishing in a country-

‘eraft alopg with four

mﬁ&“ :
#:7p few more buliets had
@i off the target and fell

mear the other fish-

( t price human life

st Congress rule 7

¥ This was disclosed to.

A bnllebﬁred histed the

ER 10, 1972

of the drought som® areas
of the country would have
acute scarcity of drinking
water and millions of
cattle might perish.

In Sri Chavan’s own
State, Maharashtra, it is
happening today. The
people have faced three
consecutive years of drous
ght and still the Congress
Government had made no

preparation at all to face

the foods
famine.
Twenty million people

and waters

‘to be wvery badly hit,
' Desperately looking for
non-existent jobs, they
cannot feed themselves,
leave alone their cattle.
There is no drinking water.
In some 25 villages of
Pathar area in the Sangas
mna taluka, for instance,
the villagers have to trek
three to six miles to find
drinking water,

While - hundreds of
thounernds of

Ahmednagar district alone,
the figure is put &t seven
lakhs—the villagers are
desperately migrating to
the urban areas for food
and water,

It is estimated that
from the famine-hit areas
in Western Maharashtra
alone, the number of mig-
rants will reach the stag-
gering figure of 12,5 lakhs.
This does mnot include
possible migration from
the Marathwada area. Sri
Khadilkar has said that
the trek to the cities from
Ratnagiri. alone involved

* about six lakh people,
trying to escape the water-
famine.

The pavements of Byms -
‘bay and Poona are lined

catile havs
“alreadyperished—in >

by these families of the
rural poor, forced to beg
for food because they

can't find any employ-

ment, open tc every disease
and epidemic, their reality
mocking the glittering
slogan of garibi hatao,

During the two years
of drought, the rural poor
somehow managed to eke
out an existence selling
their utensils and other
household goods includs
ing whatever ornaments
. they had. This year they

; "1‘&2& districts are estiriated T gre forced to sell their

precious plough animals
—bscause there is no
water and fodder prices
have shot up fantastically.
At the present rates, 400
per cent up, at least Rs.
15 a day is required to
feed a pair of bullocks.
And so the bullocks
are being sold for chicken-
feed, In the ‘Aurangabad
market, bulls are being
gold at Rs. 30 a *ead, a
;cow and calf for Rs. 75.

And in the markets of
Bombay, while all other
prices are zooming
upward, the price of beef
has come down. With
herds of cattle being dri-
ven in every day by the
drought-hit peasants, a
kilo of beef is available
at about Rs. two and the
price is expected to go
further down if the dis-
tress salesof cattle

continue.

The Congress rulers
plead for time. When the
people have no food or
water and their cattle are
dying in their thousands,
th e Congress rulers ask
them to -be patient
‘ arid - view their plight “in
.the.ndtional pcrspcm\fgs"
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PEOFLE’'S DEMOCRACY

"Chavan, said in the Lok Sabha.

MARCHING TO “SOCIALISM”

The total foreign private investment in India at
the end of March 1971 was tentatively egtimated at
Rs. 1319.7 crores, the Finance Minister, Mr. Y. B.
The firm figure at the
end of 1969 was Rs. 1258.8 crores while the quick
estimates for the years ending March 1970 and March
1971 were Rs. 1289 and Rs. 1319 crores.

The Times of India, November 29

The Minister of State for Planning, Mr. Mohan
Dharia said in the Lok Sabha that people living below
the poverty line were defined as those whose per
capita monthly expenditure was less than Rs. 20in
the rural areas and Rs. 30 in the urban areas at the
1964._65 .price level: .

Tlu Hindustan Times, November 30

The a.l! Indla ﬁgnra for people hvmg below the
poverty line are 44 57 per cent in the rural areas and
51.34 percent in the urban areas.

Data available for 1964.65 for the various States (in
percentage of population for rural and urban) are :

States Rural area Urban area
(less than Rs. 20 (less than Rs. 30
per capita mon- per capita mon-

) thly expenditure) thly expenditure)
Andhra Pradesh 438.50 57.61
Assam 38.30 48.51
Bihar 42.80 55.55
Gujarat 45,59 54.48
Haryana 21.16 48.11
Jammu and Kashmir 26 63 61.38
Kerala ’ 60.82 66.36
M=adhya Pradesh 46,32 54.73
Tamil Nadn 50.94 55.16
Maharashtra 47.02 4393
Mysore 48.99 51.81
Orissa .~ 62.04 57.58
Panjab 22.69 43.39
Rajasthan 35.29 51.41
Uttar Pradesh 41.61 62.56
West Bengal 50.19 40,18
Union Territories 33.24 24.12

—Lok Sabha proceedings, Patriot,

November 30

An agricultural labdyurer (aged thirty), his wife
(aged twentyseven) and their three children (aged ten,
eight and five respectively) were found dead in the
hut of a relative in Selliampalayam village near
Perambalur on November 19, It is alleged that on
account of poverty the worker mixed insecticide in
milk and gave it to his wife and three children and
later drank it himself.

The Hindu, November 22

In relation to the big houses the Government
‘remains commited to the prevention of monopoly
and concentration of economic power. But the
constraints in their growth will bs eased if they agree
to expand in the joint sector framework, This is

.implied in the speech he [Mr. D.P. Dhar] made in

Bombay asking them to participate in “evolving solus
tions to India’s social and economic problems.”
The Times of India, November 29

“While the export value atRs. 1607 crores in 1971.72
represented a growth rate of 4.6 per cent over the pre-
ceding year as against the Four h Plan target of seven
per cent, the import bill mounted by about eleven
per cent at Rs, 1812 crores: The trade deficit thus
widened to Rs. 205 crores as against Rs. 99 crores.”

~—Mr. K. T. Satarwala, Chairman of the Indian
Institute of Foreign Trade, addressing the annual
general meeting of the Institute, New Delhi, Novem-
ber 28. '
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