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                                                  October 21, 2005

To

Dear 

The Second Workshop of the Outreach Programme of the Centre for Philosophy and History of Science (Centre for PH Sc), Pune University, was held in the Department of Philosophy on October 1, Saturday, 2005. (The Minutes of the meeting and the list of participants (including those who attended the First Workshop) are enclosed herewith.

In this meeting two presentations were made on a specific topic that provided very useful guidelines to our ultimate objective of preparing educational support materials for the teachers of science and mathematics, especially in the form of CDs. Your presence and participation did enrich the deliberations. We are indeed grateful to you for graciously accepting our invitation to participate in and taking the trouble of attending the Workshop in spite of your busy schedule.
The recent Newspaper reports, I am sure, have not escaped your attention regarding the denunciation of the insidious current practice of neglecting school education to learn the fundamentals in science and mathematics, more and more dependency on “coaching classes” bypassing the school education, and the dire need to remind the students that “doing well in school would result in doing well afterwards”.  The Outreach Program launched by the Centre aims at developing a new model for learning and teaching science and mathematics that would hopefully provide an answer to this crisis in science and mathematics education. It is heartening to note that when the entire nation, especially the academic community, is seized with this problem we are making a sincere attempt to look for a constructive solution. 
The Third Workshop will take place on November 12, Saturday, 2005 in which your presence and participation would be vital. I, therefore, urge you to come for the Workshop and request you to prepare some materials on a topic of your choice with the expressed objectives we discussed during the First Workshop. These materials will then be discussed and revised during the Workshop and the subsequent Outreach Workshops with a view to preparing teaching materials and CDs. These materials and CDs will then be circulated among various groups, including NGOs. 

I will be obliged if you confirm your participation for the Workshop to be held on November 12, 2005 and send the material you would like to present to me at your earliest convenience or you may bring it with you to the Workshop. Please inform me whether you planning to bring such material. This will help us to prepare the programme for the Workshop.

The Minutes of the Second Workshop and some relevant material are being enclosed herewith for your kind perusal.

Kindly acknowledge the receipt of the documents.

With best regards,

( SADANAND MORE )                        
                                                                    Third Outreach Workshop

                                                            Day & Date: Saturday, Novemver12, 2005

                                                            Venue: Committee Hall

                                                                         Indian Institute of Education

                                                                         128 / 2 J.P. Naik Path

                                                                          Kothrud,

                                                                          Pune 411 038
                                                             Time:    1:00 PM – 6:00 PM
                                                              Agenda:

                                                              Atomic Theory: Presentations by Dr. Jayant M. Gadgil

                                                                                                            and Mr. Jayant Phalke

                                                                                            Discussions on the presentations

THE MINUTES OF THE SECOND WORKSHOP 

OF 

THE OUTREACH PRGRAMME 

THE CENTRE FOR PH Sc

HELD ON OCTOBER 1, 2005

The Second Outreach Workshop of the Centre for Philosophy and History of Science (Centre for PHSc), Pune University, was held on October 1, Saturday, 2005 in the Department of Philosophy, Pune University.

The names those who participated in the Workshop are given below (in alphabetic order): 

         S.D. Agashe, M.J. Bedekar, Shobha Bhandare, S.M. Bhave, Jayant Dixit, Jayant Mohaniraj Gadgil, M.N. Gogate, S.R. Gogawale, Amitabha Gupta, Shailaja Joshi, S.N. Karkhanis, S.S. Karkhanis, Muralidhar Oak, G.T. Panse, Jayant Phalke, S.G. Tatake
While initiating the proceedings, Prof. S.D. Agashe drew the attention of the participants to the recent reports in the media indicating deep concern of Government of India about the failure of the present system of school education in imparting the spirit of scientific inquiry by going back to the first principles. The present system rather is more concerned with perpetrating examination-driven “rote learning” and has been hijacked by the pernicious parallel system of “coaching classes” that reinforces only such a mode of learning. He expressed the hope that through the Outreach Program the teachers would explore the possibilities of a new model for learning and teaching science and mathematics that will mitigate this crisis in education and take us out of the present impasse. 
Most of the participants expressed similar concerns and narrated their own experiences and views.   
It was decided that those who participated in the deliberations would send a summary statement of their views for compilation. The following summary statements were received:  

Date: Mon, 3 Oct 2005 08:44:38 -0700 (PDT)

From: Jayant Phalke <jvphalke@yahoo.com>

To: eesdaia@ee.iitb.ac.in

Subject: workshop on 1st October
The discussions were good and the modus operandi is right in Didnyan Vahini (VV) line. 

We should not write textbooks; but there is real dearth of interesting books on science for the common man. We should think about writing such books in Marathi. 

Teachers who are employed in grant in aid schools are not interested in improving their capabilities. We will have to tempt these teachers by inducements like travel expenses, free lunches and honoraria. Even then rubbing off of a science culture on them will be possible only after their association with resource persons for 6 or 7 times. If Education Dept. can be induced to encourage this activity it will be good.

The teacher does not do any teaching. He simply presents the way in which he understood the topic. It is up to the student to pick up these bits and pieces in his personal style. The teacher has to understand this and make the student realize this.

Some more in my next mail

************************************************************************

From: Nivas Tatake <nivas.tatake@gmail.com>

To: amitabha gupta <ag@hss.iitb.ac.in>

Subject: outreach meeting on 01.10.05

As decided in the meeting held on 1-10-05, I am sending my comments. Shri. Phalke has already sent you his comments.

Shri. Jayant Phalke gave a brief about Vidnyanvahini's (VV) activity. I am not repeating it. But there was a suggestion that we should change and adopt one or more schools and visit them more often so that we can asses the improvement if any in the students. There are some reasons why we have not adapted that approach. VV aims at spreading scientific attitude as widely as possible and make the children aware of the basis of scientific approach and experimentation, make them familiar with science apparatus and not to raise their academic excellence. Secondly we do not mean to replace teachers as it was repeatedly mentioned during the meeting. The schools and teachers will also think that we undermine their acumen. I also raised the issue of heavy burden on the students at primary levels like introducing English language, computers etc. I feel I was not aloud to complete what I wanted to say. There was a strong argument about the diffidence in Marathi speaking people and we strayed into irrelevant discussion.

When we have utterly failed in giving proper education in the 3 basic R's (reading, writing and arithmetic) and when we are not getting trained English language teachers why should we make the small children miserable? Instead we should spend that time in games and other activities so that the child will love going to school. Only children who want to pursue higher education can learn the necessary foreign language and master it when required. There is a lot to speak about this. I think various forums are there to take up this issue, and Prof. Agashe made it clear that we are not interested in changes in curriculum.

Presentation by Prof. Jayant Gadgil was quite interesting. Such a comprehensive CD would be certainly very useful but it may take a long time and effort to prepare it. Would it be possible to start in stages and link them subsequently? I do not know whether you want to get more people involved in this program. I would suggest some persons working the field of education and imparting training to teachers may be invited for the next meeting. If so I would get in contact with 2-3 persons who may be interested in this.

***************************************************************************

Date: Wed, 12 Oct 2005 07:49:03 +0530

From: Madhukar N. Gogate <mngogate@vsnl.com>
1.Vidnyan Vahini shows experiments in chemistry and so on, to the rural children. That is necessary, but these experiments need some equipment, some materials. Number of times, I have spread science in rural schools without such materials or equipments. I take consent of headmaster and go in a class. I ask -- do the window shutters open inside or outside? I make them observe well. Then I ask why are they outward opening? I do not give ready answers. I stir their curiosity. Slowly, I give further tips such as the rainwater must not come inside, there may be curtains in the windows. Many other questions are posed.

2.History and importance of science should be taught with some facts. A message should be driven that a community will lag if they do not accept science. And scientific outlook. During 1857 uprising, East India Co army had telescopes while Rani Laxmibai did not have any. That was one of many causes for her defeat.

******************************************************************************

Two presentations on “Atomic Theory” were made: first, by Professor Jayant Gadgil, followed by the presentation of Prof. Jayant Phalke. Prof. Gadgil’s presentation contained very useful suggestions displaying a format which will eventually facilitate the conversion of the presentation into preparation of educational materials and CDs on the topic.  Both the presentations had to be curtailed because of paucity of time. 

It was decided that in the next Outreach Workshop both the presentations would be made with greater details and input from teachers sought. 
Prof. S.M. Bhave thanked all the participants for being present in the Workshop and taking keen interest in the deliberations. 
