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+*500 PhD students
for defence studies’

Dr G Satheesh Reddy, chairman of DRDO speaking at th
Savitribai Phule Pune University on Friday.

“ The DRDO chairman °
believes integrating
defence studies into

.mainstream academia is
key for security devp

PUNE: Dr G Satheesh Reddy,
secretary, Department of
Defense R&D and chairman
Defence Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO),
Ministry of Defence, Govern-
ment of India, spoke to Dheeraj
Bengrut about various initia-
tives taken by the DRDO in the
field of academics to encourage
youngsters to look at the field of
defence as a career.

What can you tell about
the new MTech course in
Defence technology start-
ing from this academic
year?

“We are starting the MTech
programme with AICTE who
have worked out this pro-
gramme. We have experi-
mented first at the Gujarat uni-
versity wherein IDST has pre-
pared a complete syllabus.
AICTE readily agreed to start
the course in Defence technol-
ogy and more than 40 institutes
have already applied to take the
course. Defence technology was
not taught anywhere till now,
Even BTech courses now have
electives. As this subject is
taught and students come out

eat
KALPESH NUKTE/HT
with the knowledge and tech-
nology, whether he/she works
in R &D, design or works in
industry the student gets a nec-
essary background. So skill set
development is done and we are
creating an ecosystem for the
defence sector.”

Do you see any change in
the mindset of parents
who want to send their
children to pursue defence
technology? :

Absolutely, our prime minis-
ter is pushing skill sets and
‘Make in India’, so what is hap-
pening is there are defence tech-
nologies and industries to
develop. And so naturally par-
ents also come forward to send
their child to study and pursue a
career in this field.

DRDO is working along
with ministry of higher
education for research and
development in defence.
Can you elaborate?

There are 500 PhD students
approved by the ministry of
higher education, and already
37 students have joined various
institutions. They specially
work on defence-related sub-
jects and in future it will cer-
tainly benefit our country in
defence security. The process is
going on and it will continue
from now till the students join
their respective universities.

r

PG COURSE IN
DEFENCE
TECHNOLOGY TO
START AT SPPU

HT Correspondent
puneletters@htlive.com

PUNE: To start courses in the
defence sector is very important
for our country, as the defence
industry and technology are
taking a quantum leap. For the
first time in the country indige-
nous technologies and manu-
facturing in the country in
defence has picked up in a big

- way. We are seeing that a lot of

exports have started from our
country. Academia is playing a
major role in this development
and there are around 300 aca-

* demic institutes or universities

which are working on DRDO
projects; developing various
new technologies,” said Dr G
Satheesh Reddy, secretary,
Department of Defence, R&D
and chairman Defence

, Research ‘and Development
* Organisation (DRDO), Ministry

of Defence, Government of
India. He was talking at the
MoU signing held at Savitribai
Phule Pune University (SPPU)
onFriday, between SPPU's
department of Defence & Stra-
tegic Studies and the Institute of
Defence Scientists and Technol-
ogists, Delhi, to start Diploma in
‘Defence Technology'.

On this occassion along with
Dr Reddy, Pravin K Mehta, dis-
tinguished scientist and DG
ACE, Shri Ramnarayana, vice-
chancellor DIAT, (Defence Insti-
tute of Advanced Technology),
Dr V Venkateswara Rao, scien-
tist and director, Armament
Research and Development
Establishment (ARDE), P M
Kurulkar, director R&D (Engi-
neers), KPS Murthy, director,
High Energy Materials
Research Laboratory (HEMRL),
Dr CL Dhamejani, president,
IDST, Pune, and SPPU pro-vice
chancellor Dr N S Umrani were
present.
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Interest in defence research, technology

growing among students, says DRDO chief

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE, AUGUST 27

THERE IS a lot of interest among
youngstudentsto pursue defence
research, technology and allied
studies in the country in recent
years, said Dr G Satheesh Reddy,
chairman of the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO),on Friday.

Reddy was speaking on the
sidelines of the launch of a one-
year post-graduate diploma in
Defence Technologies, jointly con-
ducted with the Department of
Defence and Strategic Studies,
Savitribai Phule Pune University.

Starting this year, DRDOand All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) have also

launched an M.Tech programme
in Defence Technologies. Sofar,42
engineering institutes have de-
cided tooffer this two-year course.

"Compared toafew yearsago,
when most students opted for
Information Technology and
Communication, there is a lot of
interest shown by studentsin pur-
suing defence studies and re-
search. With the constant push for
'MakeinIndia’,thereisnowanat-
mosphere... wherein a lot of de-
fence technology, industries and
start-ups are being developed,
makingstudents keen on this sub-

ject,” said Reddy.

The PGD offered by SPPU will
have a student intake capacity of
40, all of whomwill be selected on
merit following an entrance test.
The course, open for all science

graduates including engineers, is
expected to start in October.

Onthe changingtrendand the
new-found attraction towards
pursuing defence as an academic
subject, Reddy, whoisalso the sec-
retary of the Department of
Defence and R&D, said, "Defence
technology as a subject was not
being taught anywhere. The idea
ofintroducing the M Tech course s
todevelop required skillset in stu-
dents who can then opt either for
R&D, industry or designand devel-
opment, thus creating... skilled
manpower and eco-system. With
over 40 institutes rolling out the
M.Tech course withinavery short
span of its announcement, this it-
self is an indication, and it would
not have been possible unless
there was interest...”.

),

Withgrowingemphasisonin-
digenously-developed materials
and technology for defence pur-
poses, the DRDO plans tofund 500
PhD scholars solely for defence-re-
lated research. Over 300 institu-
tions and eight Centres of
Excellence at various national in-
stitutes are alsoworkingon DRDO
sponsored projects, which are fu-
turistic in nature.

"The defence sector and the in-
dustry have taken a quantum
jump...academia has played ama-
jor role in this,” Reddy said.

Sharing the growing numbers,
the DRDO chairman said thatin
India, at present, there are more
than 2,000 industries involved in
tier 1 and 1l tasks — in developing
systems and subsystems for the
defence sector.
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SPPU to launch
postgrad diploma
in defence tech

Sandip.Dighe
@timesgroup.com
Pune: The Savitribai Phu-
le Pune Unviersity’'s

(SPPU) department of de-
fence and strategic studles
will sign an MoU with the
Pune branch of the Institu-
teof Defence Scientistsand
Technologists to launch a
year-long postgraduate di-
ploma course in defence
technology from October.
A date for the signing
will beannounced shortly
The course, is aimed at
developing skilled workfor-
ce in defence technology
and secure better interac-
tion with Defence Research
and Development Organi-
sation's(DRDO)scienctists
and industry persons.
Head of SPPU’s depart-
ment of defence and strate-
gicstudles Vijay Khare told
TOI, “The course is likely
to commence from the first
week of October withan in-
take of 40 students, who

will be admitted via an ent-
rance exam. Engineering
and science graduates will
be eligible for the PG diplo-
ma course, The course will
be spread over two semes-
ters and will have theory
and practical compo-
nents.”

“The IDST will take ca-
re of the scientific aspects
of defence research and

2-SEMESTER COURSE

technology and lectures
and practicals related to
the same while the SPPU
department will cover tea.
ching of the strategic affa-
irs," Khare said.

“The course syllabus
has been approved by the
competent university bodi-
es,” he added.

“Students will get the °
opportunity to visit DRDO
laboratories to get a first-
hand experience of their
work and research.” Khare
furthersaid.
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