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Words From The HOD)

No sensitive mind living in India can remain oblivious tp"the numerous divides that
define the Indian society. They are not mere differences that can be concealed under the
adage of 'Unity in Diversity'. In fact the divides are the main stumbling blocks in the path to
uniform development, which further increase the divides and the vicious circle continues.
These sensitive minds feel the urge to do their bit to bridge those gaps, help everyone reap
the fruits of development.

Sensitivity is one virtue that all our young aspiring journalists have in them. In fact
that is a prerequisite for taking up the profession. We, as journalism educators, try to
channelize the raw sensitivity through thought provoking lectures, interactions with
eminent personalities, visits, debates as a part of the academic programme. One of the
outcomes of this long, arduous process is this special issue of Media Rise titled 'India via
Bharat'.

I believe that this student cohort collectively had the requisite wherewithal to explore
the various aspects of the divide which is popularly termed as India and Bharat. Students
have chosen to write about issues they are passionate about- either because of personal
experience or out of academic interest. However the importantlesson learntin the process is
that neither only experience nor information is enough to write a piece that can strike a
chord with the reader and compel them to think about the issue. Students are always told
that processing the experience or information, analyzing it, developing a well justified view
point, providing solutions if possible and articulating the content properly are the required
steps for good journalism. Those lessons seem to have been put to practice in this project.
The bi-lingual nature of the publication is a perfect reflection of the central theme. This is
the real India where all types of dualities- English-regional language, urban-rural, modern-
traditional, educated-uneducated, rich-poor, industrial-agricultural- exist together.
However it is not always a 'peaceful coexistence' and that is what the students have tried to
capture and comment upon in their well studied articles. Through the twenty odd articles
they have tried to find the pulse of present day realities in both urban and rural areas of the
country.

Production of the magazine is often a long journey filled with many bumps,
unexpected stops, delays, joys etc. It is also a process of knowing oneself and the others
around you, and acquiring new skills. Production of this issue is no exception. I am sure
those who took it upon themselves to complete the task well and on time will have learned a
few importantlessons that will stand them in good stead in future. N

I wish the students the very bestin future, and wish the readers happy reading.

Dr. Ujjwala Barve
Head of Department
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Greetings, EDITOR

‘India via Bharat’ is an attempt to put forth a juxtaposition of Rhea Sovani

urban and rural settings in an age where the gaps between the
two are bridging. ‘India’ is trying to shed the image of ‘Bharat’; SUB EDITING

wherein, at the same time ‘Bharat’ is what is keeping the diversity Apeksha Tickoo
alive. It is the speed of urban India and the solidarity of rural

India that makes our motherland the best of both worlds. In

Shweta Kumari

this issue, our writers have brought out a refined concoction of Nazia Ali

topics relating to the urban-rural society ranging from lifestyle,

government schemes, taboos, social evils, success stories of COVER PAGE

women, as well as problems in the psychological arena. While Mahesh Bassapure

shuftling through the pages, readers will be able to gain insights

on both: the correlation and the contrast of conditions and ideas DESIGNING

between the urban and rural space, in equal amounts. Through o
Jayshri Patil

this magazine, we hope to paint a picture that perfectly narrates

the current scenario, with regard to India as a country that Snehal Mutha
fosters cultures from both the avenues. We hope our readers

find as much joy in reading this issue, as much as we did in PROOFREADING

presenting it. Nitin Vaidya
We hope you find this voyage to India via Bharat befitting.

Prasad Pawar
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XiYhr {RH&Ur CXNdUne™n aiZnzn divn \lSZ gdg_ndeH$VZ E~nda Cnn™ a
enyVn ~Viv.
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ne important ingre-

dient of happiness is
leisure and recreation. It is
essential for everyone to un-
wind and de-stress. Contact
with nature can help allevi-
ate stress. But nature has
long gone from our cities,
and city dwellers cannot en-
joy its soothing touch. How-
ever, cities do provide several
man-made avenues for rec-
reation. Malls, multiplexes,
and restaurants are popu-
lar recreational destinations
for families and friends. The
aesthetically inclined can
find means to learn music,
languages, art, drama etc.
But the time for such pursuits
may be difficult to come by
as work, the daily commute
and running of the household
may not leave much time (or
enthusiasm) at the end of the
day or the week for pursuing

a hobby.
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| Finding Happiness In
The Urban Cacophony |

(%3

ow and then it’s good to pause in our pursuit of happi-

ness and just be happy.” — Guillaume Apollinaire

Man, in every age, has desired and
searched for happiness. It is a universal,
lifelong human quest. Yet happiness
seldom draws ‘serious’ attention. It is
never considered important enough as
an issue to merit inclusion in election
manifestos. Lessons on happiness never
form part of the school curriculum. And
the census never assesses the happiness
levels of citizens.

So how do Indian cities fare when it
comes to the happiness of its residents?
How happy are our urban dwellers?
Is urban happiness a possibility or is
it a self-contradictory, oxymoronic
concept?

Every year the United Nations
releases the World Happiness Report.
While the Scandinavian countries
always come out on top, India has been
languishing amongst the lowest ranked.
(India was ranked 133 among 156
countries in World Happiness Index
2018). While the well being of every
Indian citizen is equally important, this
article attempts to explore the factors
affecting the happiness of our urban
dwellers.

Breaking Down ‘Happiness’
As per the Oxford dictionary,

happiness is simply the state of being
happy! So what is it to ‘be happy’?
Again referring to the dictionary,
‘happy’ means ‘feeling pleasure or
contentment’.

Thus, given that happiness is
an emotional state and it is well
understood that no one can be happy
all the time. Wise men down the ages
have asserted that happiness is a state
of mind, to be attained individually by
internal processes. But such wisdom
is hard to practice. For the majority of
humanity external conditions matter.
The daily rough and tumble of life
can be overwhelming for a typical city
inhabitant.

Reasons as to why the Scandinavians
have the envious distinction of being
the happiest are: a strong community
spirit; wide social security net; high
standard of government services; job
security; trust in the government;
and, last but not the least, the highest
GDP, i.e., sheer wealth. Thus, broadly
speaking, it can be inferred that while
the affluence takes care of the citizens’
physiological needs, the strong sense
of social security fosters the emotional
wellbeing; the role of the government
being equally important.

India via MaV
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The Sub-continental City’s
Shortcomings

What characterizes Indian cities?
Is it the mere cacophony of sounds,
careening vehicles competing with
pedestrians for road space, shop-lined
streets, hawkers, and cohabiting dogs
and cattle or the way multi-storied,
plush residential complexes coexist
with sprawls of squalid slums? Signs
of planning and modern infrastructure
exhibit themselves amidst haphazard
growth, cramped dwellings, and
runaway encroachments.

The modest success met by
the municipal agencies in the
humongous challenge of keeping
the roads, neighborhoods, water
bodies and the air clean is apparent
all around. Green spaces are few and
far between. Incidents of crime and
violence (especially against women),
swindling, and cheating mar the
social-scape. Numerous coexisting
religions, castes, languages, economic
strata, and political creeds make for a
further chequered social fabric.

Our cities are thus vigorous,
bustling entities; enforcing close
physical proximity amongst strangers;
threatening a loss of identity amidst a
teeming multitude; far removed from
nature; evoking insecurity, struggling
for cleanliness; posing a daily challenge
and driving their citizens into a fast-
paced competition for resources. This
is primarily why not everyone dreams
of being in the city. For example-
Tejendra Jadhav of Charholi, a village
on the outskirts of Pune, is happy
with his village life. “Everyone in our
village knows one another. Also, I am
at peace amidst nature in my village. |
feel suffocated in cities”, says Jadhav.

Factors Determining Happines

Cities bring to fore the great disparity
in the standards of living of people.
The gap between the haves and the
have-nots is starkly visible. (As per the
National Sample Survey Office data, in
2009-10 the per capita expenditure of
the top 10 % of the population in urban
India was 10.11 times of the bottom 10
% of the population!)

On the other hand, constant
exposure to the lifestyles of the
moneyed class can stir up an aspiration
urge amongst those with modest
means, which if not fulfilled, could
arouse discontentment and frustration,

and possibly disdain, for the rich.

Cities also witness unmitigated
consumerism and materialism. City-
dwellers are incessantly inundated with
enticements of attractive goods and
appliances. Such possessions provide a
temporary illusion of success. Hence a
rat race precipitates.

One important ingredient of

happiness is leisure and recreation.
Contact with nature can help alleviate
stress. But nature has long gone from
our cities and city dwellers

cannot

enjoy its soothing touch. However,
cities do provide several man-
made avenues for recreation. Malls,
multiplexes, and restaurants are
popular recreational destinations for
families and friends. The aesthetically
inclined can find means to learn music,
languages, art, drama etc. But the time
for such pursuits may be difficult to
come by as work, the daily commute
and running of the household may not
leave much time (or enthusiasm) at the
end of the day or the week for pursuing
a hobby. “I have to work from 7 in the
morning to 11 in the evening, for five
days a week. I am not left with any
time to do much else”, says a professor
of Maharashtra Institute of Technology
(MIT), Pune, who preferred to remain
anonymous.

“Thefirstwealthis health,” said Ralph
Waldo Emerson. Good health is a must
for happiness. A clean environment,
healthy diet, regular exercise, sufficient
rest, access to good and affordable
medical facilities and means to cope
with stress are essential to be healthy
in mind and body. There is certainly
increasing awareness in the cities of the
necessity of good physical fitness. But
not many Indian cities can claim to be
providing its residents with clean, open
outdoors with fresh air for exercising.
“I avail time between lectures to walk

for physical exercise”, says the MIT
professor. Urban residents, however,
can hope for access to better medical
facilities than their rural counterparts.

One of the reasons for the happiness
of the Scandinavian countries was, as
mentioned earlier, a strong communal
bond. In the age of nuclear families,
a support system is essential to feel
secure. Indian society is fragmented
due to our remarkable diversity.
Investment in time is necessary to
nurture social bonds. To each his
own is the byword....and
happiness recedes farther.

On the other hand, rural
immigrants to a city might
find the anonymity and pri-
® vacy afforded by the urban
multitude liberating, com-
§ pared to the constant glare
of a conservative, clois-
tered rural community that
seeks to enforce conform-
ance to repressive customs
and social mores. Neeta,
who works as a domestic
help in a city and has rural roots, has
mixed feelings about city life. Asked
if she is happy in the city she reflects
for a moment and says, “I am not sure
which is better [the village life or the
city life]. My children can get a good
education here and my neighbors here
are my good friends. But the children
have no space to play. Also, the cost of
living is much higher.”

Happiness is elusive, fleeting,
‘just around the corner’. But it is not
a chimera. It is possible under all
circumstances....including in our cities.
Savitri Datar, a housewife in Kothrud,
Pune staunchly refuses to attribute any
urban context to happiness and firmly
asserts, “Happiness depends upon
one’s attitude!” So the ebb and flow
of happiness laps at the urban hearts
in varying degrees. Look closely at
people as you pass them on the city
streets. Happiness may reveal itself as
a bounce in a step, a twinkle in the eyes
or in entwined arms. For happiness is a
light in our hearts that shines through
our persona!

EEN
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n a country that is one of

the largest agricultural
economies of the world, will
food sustainability find its
place, and will the Farm-To-
Table concept thrive or will
it just stand in the way of
numerous vested interests?
Here's how the story goes...

With handpicked ingredients
from farms on the outskirts of
Bangalore, Pune, Mumbai,
Shimla and other cities
Masque’s menu comprising of’
30 seasonal recipes, showcases
the best from the season.
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concrete jungles, urban dwellers have
no bond between where they are and
where their food comes from. Food:
a four letter word that is not really a
commodity but is the basic means of
our nourishment. An intimacy in the
buying process of the produce that was
incorporated and practiced 50 years
back has metamorphosed into a run-of-
the-mill task for us now. But the ques-
tion lies in whether or not this is a good
idea.

50 years ago, the fruits and vegeta-
bles that we ate were local and season-
al, in tandem with the cycles of Mother
Nature. Today, the whole system is
geared solely towards the production
of largely used products. The defini-
tion of a thriving agricultural economy
has turned into a process of making the
most amount of money rather than pro-
ducing the most amount of appropriate
food.

Are We Eating Green?

Is the food that we eat, nutritious in
its truest sense? If agriculture is iden-
tified as the second biggest culprit in
climate change, is it truly unassailable?
Ranging from an excess of insecticides,
pesticides and fertilizers to soil erosion
worldwide, farming and agriculture is
not just on the environmental agenda,
but is also precarious in terms of our
wellbeing.

An investigation carried out by Zee
News in August, 2018 revealed grue-
some details about the toxicity of India’s
farm produce. The research monitored
the quality of produce that was grown
along the banks of the Yamuna River,
and disclosed that almost all water bod-
ies in the country carried deadly indus-
trial effluents that were left untreated.

Nestled in the depths f unending-

| Urban Food With A
Wholesome Rural ‘Tadka't

It is this water that is used to grow
several crops along the water bodies.
Loaded with heavy metals, including
lead, mercury, cadmium and arsenic,
and coupled with carcinogenic prop-
erties, the Sap Analysis of the vegeta-
bles grown and supplied to Delhi were
unsettling. What’s worse is that most
of the times it was the vendors who
changed the colors of vegetables to
make them look more pleasing.

This is what happens when there is
no national, statutory law in terms of
the quality of food produce that is gen-
erated, no safety standards to comply
with and no quality control checks to
administer.

This is where we come to think of
it- are the healthy vegetables we insist
on feeding our children really nourish-
ing? No matter how good the vegetable
looks, is this all a deception? Is there
really any other option?

The Farmer’s Agony

Farmers in India have no means of
knowing what is best for the quality
of their produce. They are under enor-
mous pressure of producing as much as
possible, even if they are unknowingly
using up all natural resources to a point
where no water seeps into the soil, and
the water tables are exhausted. “We are
compelled to produce the crops that are
largely in demand, since the middle-
men only sign up for purchasing these”,
says Sangram Nalawade, a farmer re-
siding in Ambavde district, Maharash-
tra. This is where the vicious exploita-
tion by the middlemen begins. There is
no scope for effective crop rotation and
a variety of produce growing together
in harmony, including certain unknown
exotic vegetables that are great for us,
as consumers to use.
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Vegetables like Avocado, Kale and
Amaranth all have a huge hike in sales
in the West, and despite them having
the ability to grow here; farmers have
to stick to the conventional produce.

Even when some of these fruits
and vegetables are demanded by
restaurateurs in the country, they
come with a heavy price tag. Bhushan
Deshmukh, an exotic vegetables
vendor who delivers the produce to
some of the fanciest restaurants in Pune
mentions, “Vegetables like Avocado
and Kaffir lime are grown in farms
around Satara, Nashik and Umbraj.
But for the farmers, who grow them,
the scenario isn’t quite profitable. The
chain of middlemen begins with a price
of 70-80 rupees/kg that is paid to the
farmer, which is too less compared to
the work that goes behind these rare
crops. This chain is culminated to a
point where the produce is sold at
around 300 rupees/kg to the customer.”

be done directly by farmers. But then
again, farming is an immensely labor
intensive task. “The concept of selling
vegetables directly to the customers is
utopian. It is nearly impossible to find
the time to visit customers regularly,
after the daily chores of caring for the
cattle and all of the minute workings
of the farm”, says Shantabai Dhene, a
farmer from Satara, who occasionally
sits at the farmers’ markets.

What comes next are the farmers’
markets. Apart from the weekly markets
or ‘Athavde Bazars’ that are held in
various parts of the city, the luxurious
and whole foods natural market was
first conceptualized in Pune by ‘food
guru’- Karen Anand. An ardent food
and wine connoisseur, Anand has been
a food critic for newspapers including
the Times of India and Hindustan
Times, with a total of 12 books to her
credit.

What began as a single city event
in 2012 has now spread across eight
major cities in India, featuring lifestyle

: -/ and wellness products to organic and
1 sustainable products, inspired by the
\i markets in Europe. Karen Anand says,

L« “In today’s supermarket culture, there

Enee?

Hope in the midst of a crisis?

There are several solutions to com-
bat these problems. One of which is a
direct link between the farmer and the
consumer. Vivek Singh, the proprie-
tor of FarmersKart, an online fruit and
vegetable store, is one such example.
A master’s graduate in food sciences
from Auckland, Vivek stresses on the
need for strict laws regarding food
safety in India. He states, “In order for
the middleman to be eliminated, and
the fruit to be safer to consume, it is
important for the consumer to have a
direct link with the farmer.” Farm-
ersKart does exactly that. Customers
place orders regarding what produce
they want, after which Vivek and his
team corresponds with the farmers
who supply the particular produce, in
order to bring in the consignment, fresh
off the field. This concept of made-to-
order produce, is gaining quite a mo-
mentum in the country. This could also

is no importance given to the safety

“ of the produce. On the other hand,

‘organic food’ is just a locution that

% coes well with the affluent sections

A of the society.
2 3 2 certification is extremely costly for any
A still from the farmer'’s market at Satara

Getting an organic

farmer or vendor to afford. Through the
farmers markets, we provide an avenue
to several conscious farmers, home
chefs and restaurateurs who intend on
spreading awareness about alternative
sources of produce and are concerned
about the quality and provenance of the
food that they eat.”

Farm-To-Table

The Farm-To-Table or F2T concept
is essentially the sourcing of produce
directly from farmers, culminating in
serving a stellar dish to the customers,
with a mastery of gastronomical skills,
in all its glory. A concept that has
gained monumental popularity in the
west has now started to find its place
in India.

One such food conscious pair, Aditi
Dugar and Chef Prateek Sadhu who
came up with Mumbai’s very own
F2T fine-dine ‘Masque’ have found
some of the most exotic produce
deep within the interiors of our very

Aditi and Pratik at the farm.

own country. Talking about the term
‘sustainable food’ Dugar mentions,
“For us, being sustainable includes
foraging ingredients from forests. It
means working closely with farmers,
training them to grow and giving them
credit on the menu.” This hyperlocal
restaurant trend has the potential to
pave the way for a more conscious
pattern of choosing and obtaining local
produce among people. The idea is
to get local farmers involved so they
can get employment and also learn
new farming techniques and see new
products that they can replicate.

“Once farmers know whom to
contact, and if restaurateurs go up to
them in order to inform them of their
needs and make them aware about
the ingredients, it is easier for the
farmer to follow a pattern of direct
communication, which will not just
benefit them, but will also be a breath
of fresh air for all consumers, since
they themselves will be involved in the
process”. says Bhushan Deshmukh, a
pro-farmer vendor who has close links
with farmers from across the state of
Maharashtra.

In closing, Chef Dan Barber, a
pioneer of the F2T concept at Blue Hill
in Manhattan, New York puts forth the
notion that, “As a chef, one must create
something delicious, so that you can
create a market for it.” Chef Barber has
created a dish solely dedicated to the
rotation crops, in order for the system
of agriculture to sustain, calling it the
‘Rotation Risotto’, which essentially, is
the nose-to-tail eating of the farm.

With the combined efforts of the
government, the farmers and the
consumers, regenerative farming and
an ethically, economically and socially
sustainable food system is what the
world ideally needs.
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hile we wrestle
with issues like
population, poverty,

unemployment, crime and so
many more, one of its impacts
often gets overlooked. One of
its most worrisome impacts is
on the psychology of children
growing up. Adolescence is
the most vulnerable period
for the children, where they
are likely to pick or drop
certain traits in accord with
their social environment. It
is mandatory that we look
into the prevalence of the
psychological morbidity of the
children that are the potential
cause of their future distress.
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Corstone-Bihar s middle school girls participate in a Girls First Group, an initiative
to enable girls to fight their own problems.

“Adolescence is a new birth, for the higher and more completely
human traits are now born”- G. Stanely Hall.

In the fall of 2010, I visited my
hometown, Khiri, which is a small
village in the district of Buxar, Bihar. A
fine smoggy morning called for a walk,
and so out I was, trotting the narrow
lanes of the village. A group of children
dressed in blue trousers, full sleeved
sweaters beneath which was white
shirt, and monkey caps, were walking
with their teacher towards the nearby
farm which lushed with green pea
shrubs. My urban upbringing involved
being at the school at that hour of the
morning so; [ went up to the throng and
asked the teacher why they were not at
the school but heading elsewhere. With
a small grin on his face Mr. Mustafa,
the teacher, answered, “The math class
is not as fun as picking peas, Madam.”
In response, I only had a humble smile
on my face, for I knew Mr. Mustafa
was right.

The simple joy of being surrounded
by green farms and sweet peas was just
the luxury one would want to live. For
me that luxury was an annual privilege.
As a student I had everything, supply
of all sorts of resources a student
could need. But, now I desired more
as an adolescent, at least a morning
that promised an adventurous hike, a
friend in my teacher and a fearless and
unburdened approach to explore the

world.

The desire may seem like a mere
romantic aspiration, but a stress-
free environment to grow up in is
certainly what an adolescent needs in
order to develop a healthy psychology
and hence a healthy life. However,
the studies on the psychological
constituency of adolescents, paint a
worrisome picture before us. As per
the National Mental Health survey
conducted by the World Health
Organisation, 2015, the prevalence of
mental disorder among the children of
the age group 13-17, a school going
age group, was 7.3%. In the same year,
the National Crime Records Bureau
had released a data which stated that
8952 students had committed suicide
that year. The statistics showed that
the prevalence of mental disorders
was almost twice in the urban areas
(13.5%) in comparison with the rural
areas (6.5%). The condition of that sect
of the youth which contributes to the
one-fifth population of the country has
indeed reached to an alarming state.

To absolve the problem, we need to
first find its roots, which essentially lie
in the very surrounding of the child.
While the family plays a vital role in
forming the psychology and behaviour
of children, school also plays a vital
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role in the process. As important as
it is to be understanding, caring and
affectionate from the family end, the
school also needs to display similar
traits. The classroom, approach of the
teachers, curriculum of the syllabus
and many other factors, have a wide
influence on the children.

Issues such as, lack of concentration,
depression, anxiety, substance abuse ,
stress, peer pressure, are by and large
the outcomes of social influence,
which essentially originate from family
environment and school.

“We try to provide a healthy
environment to the children. During
our training, we were taught about the
psychological wellbeing of children.
We make it a point to counsel our
students every now and then. We track
their attendance record to see if any
student is remaining absent often, so as
to take a follow up and help the student
if any such problem is identified”, said
Alamgir Ansari, class teacher of the
6th and 7th grade of UMS School in
Kathaduda village of Bihar.

Economic backwardness, gender
inequality, caste system are some
of the prominent causes that have
been identified for the psychological
morbidity among the children. The
urban scenario includes peer pressure,
nuclear family structure, incessant
competition and prestige as the primary
causes of the same.

When seen in respect to geography
and life style; a third dimension comes
into the picture; which is the urban
poor. There is a considerable section
of the population, which faces acute
economic instability but dwell in the
urban areas.

Mrs. Surekha Nande, who is a
counsellor at Sou. Vimlabai Garware
School and Junior College says, “We
have many students from slum areas
who suffer certain anomalies. We have
cases of depression and drug abuse.
These children do not have a sound
family, and the social and economic
backwardness makes it adverse.
However, we have counselling
sessions to help these kids in every
possible way. I coordinate with our
teachers to monitor the behaviour of
these kids, which helps me to carry
out the necessary solutions required to
get the kid through such tough times.”

Scanning the states

The cultural diversity of India brings
diversityinthe psychological conditions
as well. When it comes to taking
account of psychological morbidity,
every state has presented varied data.
According to a study conducted by
Banaras Hindu University (BHU) and
other universities in rural and sub-
urban areas of the north India, the
prevalence of depression was found to
be 14.5% while that of anxiety disorder
was 15%. Both, depression and anxiety
were more prevalent among the female
adolescents. The anxiety was more in

the students from the lower classes.

In the urban areas, the reasons are
multi-fold. Lack of social acceptance,
peer pressure, substance abuse, and
the list goes on. The vast exposure
has created room for unhealthy
involvements and an individualistic
approach in the adolescents of urban
India. In a study conducted in the
Valsad district of Gujarat, it was found
that male students have better mental
health as compared to the female
students. Rural students have better
mental health as compared to the urban
students and the joint family students
have better mental health as compared
to the urban nuclear family students.

The research conducted in the urban
and rural schools of Haryana, found
that among adolescents in the rural
secondary school, 6.86% had high need
for consultation regarding emotional
symptoms. Whereas adolescents in
the urban senior secondary school had
high need for consultation regarding
hyperactivity, conduct, peer problems,
and pro-social behaviour.

Considering depression, suicidal
ideation, suicidal attempt, possession
of  weapon, physical violence,
and tobacco & alcohol substance
abuse, as the result of psychological
morbidity, the study in the rural and
urban schools of Jammu and Kashmir
revealed that the two populations had

a slight variation in the proportions of
prevalence, except Physical violence,
which was observed to be significantly
higher in the urban areas. Among the
symptoms studied, those suggestive
of depression were more frequently
seen among the urban adolescents as
compared to rural. Suicide attempts
were reported by 2.4% urban and 2.5%
rural students. This study shows that
mental health issues like drug abuse
and depression leading to suicidal
ideation and attempts are gaining
prominence among the adolescents in
Jammu district.

Establishing the essence

“A new born child is believed to be
zestful, co-operative, just, caring and
intelligent. It’s the later oppressive
processes that have a negative influence
on a child. Schools play a major role
in these processes. If the leaning
processes involve negative elements,
the child is likely to catch them as a part
of their personality”, explains Deepali
Awkale, Director of Swaanubhav
India Human Development Pvt Ltd.
It is interesting to know how a new
born child is so neutral and humane in
its nature, however, the rural and the
urban environments overshadow the
true characteristics of human beings.

One’s adolescence is very brief when
compared to the life span of human
beings. But this is when a child’s
personality gets shaped. It might seem
like an involuntary process, but is it
really so? A child is what we make
it. The social institutions like family,
school and friends are the chiselling
tools that shape a person’s psychology;
hence, it is important to monitor the
impact of the social environment on the
children, who will make the tomorrow
of today.
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can quit for a day, you can quit for
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THTUTT WAag! adiet.
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e matter of personal

choice  and  sexual
preferences  stands — above
everything else, and in the
end, love conquers!

The concept of
homosexuality — might  be
unknown to a section of people
in India, but our culture
has  definitely  enlightened
on the community of trans-
genders. The cultural history
also  reveals the sordid
traditions like  Devdasi,
where the very transgender
community, knows as ‘Hijra’,
was objectified and sexually
exploited by the elites. The
practice is still prevalent in
many regions of our country.

400

-

2l LGBT: Life Gets

Better Together |—

A still from LGBT March in Nagpur.

There is absolutely nothing wrong
with being a pride member. There is
definitely nothing wrong to be straight
forward and come out with the fact
that “You aren’t straight”. And there is
also nothing wrong to be the one who
you are by completely forgetting what
others are saying. But these opinions
of mine don’t form a consensus. These
opinions are voiced only by a few
in the society, while the rest of the
populace keeps quiet or makes fun
of this. In the process of writing this
article I was specifically told by almost
everyone that their identity must not be
revealed and this indicates how serious
this fear could get.

Before asking the question ‘Where
are we heading?’ we must know where
we are forthwith. Sitting in an air-
conditioned room, sipping margarita,
attending conferences on this issue
and surfing through portals like
BuzzFeed will carve your perspective
only for specific urban matters. But
what are the grievances of the LGBT
community once we leave city borders
far away? Do they face the same
issues? Are they suffering more or
should this only be treated as a global
phenomenon by painting everything
with the same brush, is what needs to
be addressed.

The Supreme Court has now
given a verdict of decriminalisation
of IPC section 377. Supporting the

verdict, the entire nation is drenched
in celebrations. However, are we
all mentally prepared to accept the
change? Are we really sure that if
a dear one decides to reveal his/her
sexuality, we will be accepting enough
to have their backs?

While researching on this topic
I came across this wonderful
organisation called Men against
Violence And Abuse(MAVA), that has
strived to put an end to abuses towards
any gender, for many years. Their
modus operandi is to give legal support
to the abuse victims, and to undertake
awareness drives among young
boys about stopping and preventing
violence against any of their female or
transgender friend or someone in their
close vicinity.

While communicating with Harish
Sadani, the founder of MAVA, he didn’t
forget to highlight the importance of
such causes, and particularly stressed
on the difficulties which he had to face
while dealing with the urban and some
rural Maharashtra cases. He says,
“Even cities like Mumbai have diverse
approaches and problems of these
communities. Slums have a separate
set of thoughts and issues, while upper
classes share some different versions.
What we need to achieve is, a bridge of
justice to everyone.” But organisations
like MAVA do have their limitations.
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Firstly unlike many other causes,
LGBTQ maters are still considered as
a taboo, and hence volunteer support
along with some financial aid, are the
biggest challenges.

In this journey, I further came across
a wonderful human being named
Sarang Punekar, who underwent a
sex change operation as soon as she
realised about her sexual inclinations.
She was the first transgender student
who got herself enrolled in Savitribai
Phule Pune University (SPPU) for
the gender studies YR

course. Further
interaction revealed |
that even though

she had a wonderful %8
life as a part of that
community, the
outside world was
not very supportive.
She had to survive §
on begging and §
borrowing, as the B
society is still not [
accepting of the R8s
community and
abhor sharing a
workspace with
them. She went on to
extricate the life in a
closed, well protected community and
outside world and that gap was huge.

It would be extremely unfair to
deny that the LGBTQ community has
suffered a lot and Justice Indu Malhotra
has rightly said, “History owes an
apology to LGBTQ community!” The
problems can’t be the same for rural
communities and even the global
perspective has an altogether different
narrative to offer. In my very own
native place - Belgaum, those who were
found indulging in ‘unnatural sex’,
faced social boycott, which is a usual
phenomenon that is deeply rooted in the
rural society. The draconian British era
section 377 in the IPC has now finally
become decriminalised but who will
stop the moral policing? Who knows
what will happen in the interiors of
India since the issue doesn’t remain an
urban concern? All these complexities
still remain unanswered.

The concept of homosexuality might
be unknown to a section of people in
India, but our culture has definitely
enlightened on the community of
trans-genders. The cultural history

also reveals the sordid traditions like
Devdasi, where the very transgender
community, knows as ‘Hijra’, was
objectified and sexually exploited by
the elites. The practice is still prevalent
in many regions of our country.

The transgender community often
falls victim to many superstitions.
Hence prominence of the issue in
the rural areas, need to be dealt first,
which stirred up the entire community
and a spectrum of activists. Talking

about the Umted States rural LGBTQ

Source Samapathik Trust

community still faces health care
issues while the rest have nothing
but comfortable access to medical
facilities. Also many western cultures
have noted the demand for emotional
and mental support and that constitutes
a huge chunk of problems. In India,
however, what others say does matter
and matters the most. Rural areas still
consider homosexuality as a taboo.
Due to such stigma, a person as bright
as Mohanaswamy, author of the book
‘Mohanaswamy’, took over 40 years to
come out openly as gay. Mohanswamy
hails from the rural Bellary belt of
Karnataka. Several global studies at the
University of Kansas pointed out that
it’s not always the society that creates
hurdles, but lack of resources also
prove to create the impediments. This
is where the proud urban members have
a slight edge over the rural mates.
Several NGOs such as NAZ
foundation, Humsafar Trust, Sangama,
Sappho for equality and many small
organisations are leading the march for
better community rights. Our failure
lies in the very basic ground where a

chunk of the society needs to act and
strive for their rights by identifying
themselves different from others and
that blows sane minds.

The 25 year long injustice, which
involved convicting people under the
suspicion of homosexuality, has finally
resulted in the victory of the LGBTQ
community. However, it is disgraceful
that it took us quarter of a century to
repeal the inhuman IPC section, where
eventually the court had to intervene.

When otherwise chest thumping

nationalists like us don’t
i leave any opportunity
to blame British for our
) misfortunes, why did we
allow to restrict ourselves
| with such a Macaulay
code? We seriously need
 to answer our inner
M conscience.
' As Laxmi Tripathi, a
@ well known transgender
2 activist, says the Supreme
® court verdict is a tight
M slap on those opposing
and orthodox faces, this
slap should be pan India
and not only to the urban
centric movements.

As a matter of curiosity
and research I also checked some of
the gay dating apps and websites. The
problem lies in the revelation of identity.
Many people disclose their identity
only after some initial conversations
and building of trust, and that fear is
fearsome. Many revealed that they
aren’t afraid of the legal machinery,
but are afraid of being thrown out and
termed outcast. Some say that legal
victory can’t determine our survival
and we require both the legal as well as
the societal backing.

Hence recognition of identity,
common treatment, community support
along with Legal support is necessary.
The judgement is just half a battle won,
but social stigma and approach should
be changed. And how to do that is the
biggest puzzle. Morality cannot be
martyred at the altar of social morality.
Only constitutional morality exists in
our country. Everyone individually
must be protected come what may.

Let the rainbow shine as bright and
as high it can get!
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- 1{OHS AU An{WHS
g |||~Xbmda ZgE "1 J8nn
Z “favn véun U™ anOJdna

{Z{ Vimr  aaUn  OnJdUna
‘Onavr “nin h A{AIZ ak™
HVrda 7~a XVizn {XgV.
Xelv. hiv Agbb Onvr®
dnX, XJ, M{fHS AU an{VH§
X “n_i VéU ~anOJrnar
AU JYhJnarHSS dEE ™ nMr
Ve {Z_U Prbr Aih. Aen
dividaUnvz — VéUnZn  Xa
RAZ E™nzn aiOJna {Z{ Vrg
amEgth XE™M d ESnA~ivrb
J. Vi Al lZ ETnzn gYr
d ~MSdb CraE~nv hiv/a
brdUnan EHS _hEdnU CnHS_
OrIVr ~ni_M§V hiV Ah.
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e Tt feordt gumueTean
FHHETT hg 9 TF WHR HH wd
AT, ATd WTEhIT o= Taaad! TeaT
fafaa ugdy FrEm Y@, o TR
HATeAT URgut § Wi faemme e
SIGATTHR S AT HEAT IPEA HTH HA
HATed. AfEeT o TR, S8 THTHER,
WS goh ATSATITA o USTER0T ST uyy-
qeTa Gaga I SIATHE 3Tk ATHed TEAT
AT TSt hEdd  SATed. AT q&uTEr
AUl SATUATEAT FAd SESTehAT ST
HIved TR &5Ta ™ HIOTAT GEAT
AN ISR AT, ATdehiel Ueh STIRTUT
HET U 2TeT HHg’, Il FEENTR
arifor wiview  fawm@ gEma@ dowdl
SATOTUATATS! 2TeT THg 3T SRt |
FEATT FTeAT Tl Teh TNTBTATTST IUShH
Tedr 3¢ ANUTEA & SR, AT SUHATS
T M A A
¢ Ted, R0 B9, T ST Yoo TEUI-
awufl anfur gy feerma QU ¢ TR
foreiniic=ar  uftardier ¢ feemToT=T
T, ¥ UMY Scgehdl dTEaUTR 3TTE.
TErEn =T g
oA e o™ W T foRam
tng:-r HRIVTATE! a1 IMhd. TUT AT
AT A AR
WET%TE}TI% adt feEeerer =
aﬁ%mm%.wgﬁ

ﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁmwﬁ IS oo
IEREAT  AAATA-ATRATSA  Tgd
frae oI ¥4, EmeE dawu-aei
THTOT TH-FA 3Tt ATd. ATHIOT WRTT e
AEUTHT I daiierer T fdd S,
Ider 93 @ weweer  siteties
AT AT SaThT ST TEAT NBE
YEHREAT HEA 0 Id. o TaTEn
T ATl €qelt, ol &ol, aArefereng
2 IUHA TEfae ATaTd.

IGT AT A=Y 29 F US IR, weueH
230 el WMl A9 HEYUTIH II9TTeh
ot Bruredt at AR wETasETeE gaus
Freael aUIATE  “3TEATe WRa 3@ IEn
st sheft gret. Bt ot 9o Fetean
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3h TAIUTRTET AT 91eT 3T, 0%%
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3fFw R,

givtfera SRerTRren T9A TR g erd
Teat Aig=aTa ARl fHere IrEmdt aeer
FARER TGO IO WgaEq ot
hae wERETEn fTem denm W @l
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IR GEIT } ATEeR AR, I
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HIBTTET THIATT B FTTAA AR
9 g g9t feua wivnies wuft Bt
Tt ‘e u Rfem fufegeamzem’ 3
yeaes fafaet, am= TRt R00l HEX TR
T AT TR @I HeA. ¢ 39 TG
FHITAT FHNOT U AT EqehIq Son

NN eaTd  aftas W fmio
I W gid. ATHIUT WRTTH el a&uriHed
TerRreaT Geft fAmior s eiaT 3em
STt HEd TTEd SO0 g1 AT A
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HET TS T AT T AT STHATGR
el T4,

EIEG] HEHTT YUTETS =N
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HAT 9 TERdl, TS AT ATd T&T "ehiak
e higd Hel oM.

I VIerager Teh Ta : g WA U,
T o9 e wifHT I ERET We
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TTieyA AT @ HH W™ AT

frasufrr et @it e,
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FogmETEdt wE w3 ey |
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Frara; o AR <t g,
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L B B | - > | B 1 ) o
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HIOATHETE! TedTied Shed WA
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I Wiagen et faer smar. ‘e’ o
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TehT UTHIUT WHTTATA IITeBT ST et UTuiT,
T, FT TG YA STHTE 3T A9
AT TRt FPiegrer™ &1 yee &9 319
T W VRS Hiegged Yeraerdt
FrEEeTa $iersr a1 Ardter Yot Serd grelt
T TET TR IERRAEE!  AfeERuiT

HATFUT SRUTTETET 31T BraT. ATARE HeAtvite
ATUT IRUTER Uehew SXayiel  efaret
WA F T aeuTEl, el e
ITATA A0l T U foresd, 3@
AN WA et wregmu ot
e =i |ETaTd.

ariie onfur sifdfe sEetiar e
TOT 7 ARAT asurmed demr At
RO FHTEUIR ¢ I Teael feflaw
A feEa. oA A ey AT 91T,
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et 9 Wigad IURUATA FIAWR  ATIUTRT
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woman in the rural

space is willing to buy
a fairness cream as opposed
to a sanitary pad because she
doesnt feel the need to use
it. A lot of women still use
ash, sand, grass and leaves
because that is what they are
habitual to. Age old habits
have become tradition, where
all women of a household
use the same cloth. They are
unaware about the health
hazards that come along with
it, so distributing pads won t
curb the challenge, educating
people will.

-

“A 19 year old newly-wed
girl, in Gadchiroli district §
of Maharashtra was bit by B
a snake during her stay
at Kurma Ghar. Despite
adequate medical facilities, §
she lost her life because no
one came forward to take her F
to the hospital. According
to the villagers, she was an |
untouchable because she was &
menstruating. Such was the §
level of ignorance regarding
menstruation amongst
them.” Recalled Sunanda
Khobragade, who works
with Society for Education
Action and Research
in  Community  Health
(SEARCH), a Voluntary
organization. Sunanda has [
been working in Gadchiroli
for 25 years, creating awareness about
menstruation, adolescent sex education
and de-addiction amongst other issues.

Away from the village, in a shambly,
unsteady structure, without electricity
or water, surrounded by venomous
snakes and scorpions- women from
Gond tribe in Gadchiroli are expected
to spend the five days of their
menstruation in these huts or ‘Kurma
Ghar’. An age-old practice and now, a
part of their tradition, the tribals relate
Kurma Ghar to their identity. “Nobody
forces these women to leave the village
during menstruation, it’s more of a
choice. 10 years back when I asked
the women if they wanted to end this
practice, I received a unanimous ‘No’.
According to these women, they look
forward to these five days when there
is no work to do and therefore they
can catch up on the gossip, relax, roam
around in the jungle and finally have
time for themselves. They have become
so accustomed to it that they don’t even
realize that they are being denied of
basic human rights and overlook all
the challenges that come with it” added
Sunanda.

Rina Dugga, from Gadchiroli, aptly
explains why most of the women are
hesitant to speak against this practice.
“I wish I could do something to change
this tradition. But, when all the people
around you expect you to do something,

u— The Bloody Taboo |—

you can’t go against them. If someone
tries to put an end to this practice and
doesn’t go to Kurma Ghar during
menstruation, any mishap that happens
in the village after that, is blamed on
her; even if the cattle die or someone
falls sick. Considering this, no one can
go against the community, even if it
means living in total discomfort for 5
days, every month for the rest of your
life.”, shared the 30-year-old.

In 2015, the National Human Rights
Commission directed the Maharashtra
Government to put an end to the
practice of Kurma Ghars, stating it to
be ‘a serious violation to the human
rights of women’. All this was a result
of the efforts put in by Dilip Barsagade,
President, SPARSH (Society for People
Action in Rural Service and Health)
and his team. Dilip did a research on
58 ‘Gaokors’ and sent this report to the
Tribal Secretary, Collector and NHRC.
Subsequently, in 2013, NHRC directed
the Chief Secretary of the state to set
a panel for the same. A team Chief
Secretary of the Chief Secretary of the
state to set a panel for the same. A team
from Tribal research Department, Pune,
was sent down to Gadchiroli, to further
assess the situation. As shared by Dilip,
the team was taken aback after looking
at the grievous situation persisting in
these areas, whose data was nowhere
to be found in government records.
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“After all the findings, in 2015,
NHRC instructed the State Government
to form a committee for the same,
in order to set things in motion for
improving the condition of women in
Gadchiroli. Therefore, the Additional
Tribal ~Commissioner formed a
committee, including me as a member
of it. Every 3 months, NHRC asked the
State Government for updates and in
return, was assured of regular meetings
and discussions regarding the same.
However, no meeting ever happened
for three years since the committee was
created. The first meeting that happened
since the creation of the committee in
2015, was in July, this year. That is
how our system works!”, shared Dilip.
As per his data, most of the Kurma
Ghars in the heart of tribal areas, don’t
even have a door. The women use rags,
leaves and cloths during menstruation
which they are not allowed to dry
under the Sun, increasing the chances
of infections by multifold.

Sunanda shares the same views as
Dilip as far as government involvement
is concerned. According to her, so
far, the administration has taken no
initiative in this field. “Eliminating
Kurma Ghars is no solution to the
problem. You destroy one and the
villagers will build ten because they are
not ready to let go off their traditions.
Instead, proposing practical solutions
is the need of the hour and we have
practiced the same, successfully.”, she
added.

Snehal Choudhary, a software
engineer from Yavatmal is another
warrior who fights for normalizing
the concept of menstruation in both-
rural and urban spaces. With her NGO,
Kshitij, 26 year old Snehal has been
working in the field for 8 years now and
has educated around 25,000 teenage
girls and boys regarding the same.

“My wake up call was when an
orphanage that I used to work with in
Solapur, called me saying that a girl had
locked herself up in the room. I went
to the orphanage, and as soon as the
eleven year old came out, she hugged
me, crying and whispered something
into my ear that [ can never forget. She
said, she had ‘blood cancer’, because
she had got her first period and was
completely unaware about what was
happening with her.”, said the Snehal.

Earlier this year when Maharashtra
governement rolled out Asmita

Yojana, aiming to provide subsidized
sanitary pads to girls and women in
rural areas, Snehal was invited for a
meeting with the authorities to plan out
proper implementation. “Though the
initiative is good but it is not targeting
the main problem there is, that is lack
of awareness. A woman in the rural
space is willing to buy a fairness cream
as opposed to a sanitary pad because
she doesn’t feel the need to use it. A
lot of women still use ash, sand, grass

An unhygenic washroom.

and leaves because that is what they
are habitual to. Age old habits have
become tradition, where all women of a
household use the same cloth. They are
unaware about the health hazards that
come along with it, so distributing pads
won’t curb the challenge, educating
people will.”

According to her, the first step that
needs to be taken is breaking the taboo
and shame surrounding menstruation.
“I have been to a lot of villages during
the awareness drives and the rules
that are imposed on women during
menstruation, never cease to shock
me. Lactating mothers are not allowed
to touch their children, let alone feed
them during the five days; the touch of
a menstruating woman is considered
impure; they are treated like they have
a communicable disease. But this
can’t be stopped till the tradition of
considering menstruation as a ‘disease’
1s eliminated.”, added Snehal.

Talking about tradition, to make
conditions for menstruating women
safe and comfortable in Gadchiroli,
the team of SEARCH, with active
participation from the tribals have
erected spacious Kurma Ghars.
“Instead of challenging their beliefs,
we aim at tackling the present situation,

not against, but with the villagers.” The
villagers have further devised a new
system to maintain Kurma Ghars where
in, each time during the stay at kurma
ghar, a woman is expected to pay a
rupee. The money collected is used to
get buckets, mugs and other necessary
items for the menstruating huts.

The present generation of teenage
girls, especially the ones living near
the city who go to school, don’t abide
by the concept of Kurma Ghars and
therefore, a lot of them have stopped
going there during menstruation.
Instead, they leave the village to visit
the relatives or stay at a friend’s place,
therefore, abiding by the tradition, at
the same time not compromising on
their comfort or security.

Working on the same principle,
Snehal along with her team at Kshitij
started ‘Bleed the silence’, a campaign
which aimed at breaking the mum
around the subject; thus encouraging
youngsters, both boys and girls to
express their views (negative or
positive) through the medium of
painting, slogans, poems or letters.
After a year of the campaign, the
team has received an overwhelming
response, indicating the increasing
awareness and diminishing of taboo
regarding menstruation.

In  August this year, Nepal
criminalized ‘chhaupadi’, a practice
which involves placing menstruating
girls and women in sheds or huts,
identical to the one followed in
Gadchiroli. Under the law, anyone
who forces a menstruating woman
into exile would face the consequence
of a jail term, up to three months and/
or a fine of up to 3,000 rupees. This is
a huge step towards eliminating this
age-old persecution which is being
practiced in the name of culture and
tradition. For India, keeping in mind
the present scenario, it is quite evident
that the road to creating awareness
about menstruation is long and
needs extensive work in rural areas.
Organizations like SEARCH, SPARSH
and motivated individuals like Snehal
Choudhary have opened up a lot of
communicating channels to elevate
them from the present challenges. But,
how long till the administration steps in
to acknowledge this torment and steps
in to quash this bloody taboo, remains
unanswered.

_I[S "1 Rise 123

India via "MaV



O™ hrmQrb

jayshri.patil2624(@gmail.com

|

@har Vb
101 ~diiWn hr CUnJ,
1-dgr” ZmH$arAmYm[aVAme iz
(VW ~n awnzn diTrg bndE ng
nrfHS dnvndaU Zihr. ol Jn_
rU ~Mdv, {OWZ “n gé VM
OY_ Pnbn hovn {VW AnOhr
g_n0i " diiWn eVrdaM Adb~Z
Arh. E™n_ & BW ~bVXnargna» 1
Inbda €0bé™n aWn SnH§ da
HSmVAV. vV \§§ dMriddiXr
KQHS Xnfr ZgZ XnYhr KQHS
g_a v  O~1~Xma RaViv.
HiraU  dMAddnXr  KQHSibn
Amé mgn HUrVar HS_r Auh
hr OnUrd gXd {OdV Rdn™Mr
AgV. Va “n 1 diWbn AOZhr
~ir nSV Agbbn KQHS Hin™
HS_rnUn fidrH&ésZ OJvi.
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TS OSSRl T T AT &
TET 3. TRAJUR THTATT EATTEAT T&
ATl STTAEAT HTATA THAATT B3
HTereh €9 UF AINTd. I8t &1 yImgad g
STTR. TEATSAT UTRAd 3Teh STaET STTTOT
HTHTRASR T SAUTEAT HTASTE STl
FANTATE. WA e WeTa Heierelt Taes
Y AT HIST ShTeATaelt {Te AT ST,
TOTEAET AT el Sraenl-
TSR’ URURT € TATdehIe Ueh. Jet 3ATfor
AR IreAT MR WRAT=AT AT
UAE M@t Tl & saaean drgdt
[TLRAT SATIOT HISAT THTUTTER ITEdiehs 20T
TAATR AT HTL( THE T TR,

HATTAT FHTSTTEA= T qrEdt &
THATEIIA ITATH A TR, TS
Va1 HTIEAH STRATH TI0T et
Tt THTSTsIEEen B fomr famtor o
Pt o= foreRarorRT srTfor woaTfivaTsat
TR WHTEUTRT FEUA a1 ST SYel. ATat
e, mwm Y w®
FAH=TAT ST SraaTdier qewr=an aat
ad. M wEl, dEr, Wi9R, gan,
HIR, HIE, WA, qelt, AT, Wie, T4,
mmmmwﬁmmﬁm
mmaﬁ'@ TR > fman
‘TR’ TEUA hell ATl ATIERIa] el
& Vae=arear Afafe WS |
A  qAell, dqEISl, @B, TR,
ordft, A, Wued, sa=aT, W, 3T,
e,  geTon, ST, gSvil, s,
W, I, WIS AT TS AT JdTa =T
B SR fohar A& T, (WTefTR

JTETE TS o8 ATULTIATA
Jar. FA H, AT TWER FEUHET ITA
ATHTHT /ATHH UZA Fgeed T ). HTATR
o U=t giaumer  fowwewEa
HAURE ST RHT TRereAT  giaeren

Source : Blogspot

THTAY AT, AT GSHHT AHAThSA
Wmmmﬁmﬁw

Trator gaTet. maﬁaﬁrﬁﬂzﬁmmmﬁ
ATEATT THA TARTAT ST SATTSTAR
HTATd AT ferui=aT SR Srgear=an
TeTed WHIA YRUT SHIUTRT FrdeRdl ATt
AR -TAeR areaa 50 Fmfor g
Teft. faodt srefvmadier gen St
fougim @m wmen oMTAl. wRUT Ut
TATAT AT YRIJUTAT Teehiear AT
HURRE §E&T aed Aot I @1 geqd
HM IqTe AT AT ThTAT TR
Hed et - F1a e . TTiefen uffeerdi=an
YR TATH AT E{Td ATEAT AT,
T gt frR g, |, st
gRfeudiata S=-=ar auamEn ThR
aAferes guTelt Tfgen. 391, @R T Uew
‘FIAER’ AT YSETa WEd gl A hl
TAASHULT Wered il A .
T, T T HATTh FaaT TEeaT™ w1
TEdERWEd W fhetE. w@eee wn,
WER, TATWR, *gTl AT Ueehi=it HATffeh feoret
JAAAH A o UNTE Taid  Feheled
T, & =0 dAed ATSA ATeh=aT UvTiaed
et W fAfvea g et enfor an e
HHTATAT UehT IaiETd EATAN hel. &1 IaiE
TehaH qaR T BidT dt ST Eidiel ueeh
ﬁ%wmwmﬁwwnm
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TTSATA ol HTEHT S0 § THT eI
TRIATAT GEIT ATIUTR Tkt STt AT
Afeegaeen stfies wzw Ba N IE T
[t =1 B AgeaTeaT et fAfd e,
arTfefer  feord=an ferwiean smam uTTa
e fator grreft. st -arfares w1 grgn
Hrage e AEed™ 8 TR A==
Tk ®U AR @1 fIeR agen wwTdier
HIVTEATA TEhHTAT AATT  ATAT  AHTET.
THED, TG Al & IaE AT S8R
HTAT 2t fhar Jufifer  wawum=i
TS TUTTISHRTET YAg qe5Tad et
HATIVT ATk AT SATEAEAT Theiod TS ARTA.
Wra Rt famR-vaedt  ereRTen
SHAEE T WRA WA ATeATTS Tl
TURATd geRTel &Y UTH 3T .

Ve WISl AATedasdT & e,
SHTET, AR ATUTHE ATea fad =T wer
AREE AN UT9eh ATATeR0T ATel. |
Trtor wrTE, YR A g s e
et fa el arTsTelt HeTsTeaar Tyl dtae
AT Y. TS 3T TAAGH TG
WA FAACIT TAT Seh o) shiedTd. IqTd
Tk JUEIATE! Teeh SNt THA qIet Uk

wU e @ Wit wew Rrea Jameeh
A, W AT ATIAT N[E qHT g
JAFAAT UH HIIH HHUUN TR
TTET. SAITAT MU Seadieia et
o e @ L el
el Rae  steraro faa =
e

RidT "EwTh gruamn TEte faem w5
gw.mﬁmww
[T TN ATHOT ARTTA ket fSemoft
AT AT -Tqd U AT AT =T WO
[Tl ATae. 39— TTHOT ARTT A AT
TATS AT STfereha SraATe e hea.
JTETE T & ST A TARR TraTet
AR, ATAT HHYATAT TEUTT  SATSEl
o foet ST A1 AETSTe e Sgaiy Hest
AfEe smTaREaT ggata His, fuwsft, @ ,
2T T T AFTAT, ¥ 7 fgeam smuett
gferst ai quITert @R STTfon TeuE T
Toreg wYuaTen TR QU ¥ AATE S A=A
T Ueeh UTHTIUTERYUN o ST9 shivdTel

Haed UR UTSdl. § @d SUeil URgieh
yfemr  srarfia TEvIETd g e
W= T g g I R
AT THA FA AT, TS T HIAT
AfreRIT=aT Med ATARATA! Febtad Tel.
ETSATET AT ~gTEl gral, STt Yor
A BT, AARET G SR
EIAl. SATaT WIS SR Y9I 81 e STaTa
TIVEATR T BT AR [ATH AR
YU B AAT. IReREA UTEed  SA@dr
TAAGREREAT gt armour  femdtet
HIET AT FesT ® A foe eree af
uert fafvre somTETRe @ ST @ga
Teremyma sran sfeler fRerwi=aT ameamTer
ITHS L 7 AT 39 W @t A &
HeH AT WEedTelt qiHehT astraal. gt
T SATfeieR AT YUY hTH Od Tt
TR TRt 3o HREAT
T getera shel. WA AR fe gl s

weR fram 3 @R wfaame aeE T
wmmmwﬁﬁmﬁmm
TS TE WIhHR hiddg IEUGTE
ufmmor AR TeFHeIER "iged .
wEieE e ymadhE uadieEa #@
YT TG gueft et srEelt alt
RURCIEEA D IS IR 2 CRCl S E Rl [
mewmm

IT YSTETT Tl AHTATAT TehT UTAA ISR

it TteRuT STofeat avit 3ae!. et
F T AT foha ST e dted STe!
T A AT AT AR, STUCATRS
e uraiuTe afts uraeiaeda aeeEr
TEEE ARWER ‘TEaEgrR’ A A
TS TATYA hedl ARA. ¢ TE U
THRTETIE TR, AT HIETATGA [ATHRRI
TS = ETT IO T T wweT et

.
AN -TAEE f ETSTER
wERIdeT T8 et ot wl
AU T o arfofes =t area
TreaT Uttt saraeer ST srafEraa
AT ATTEAT. ITETST HTE A9t yrraehi
IMEHAT FATAGR TEAT a hTET THTOA
THTE &1 WOHT T ATauaTd
TTBTETS hidl. TERdIET gaTell od Ted
arfor arferaT A g EETATE
e geh R [GHA Jdt. a1 ATTNTS
el fravamEdt aeaad e
THAS WHT 3R WETeHT G Areal qe-Tel
AW W TEUATASH
“Farirgs el 49, T
faefrges et A, g o A9
ToraT@ [z SeaRaATa ATt ek 1ol W
g’

e .

HEA VA SfUr geifea Tigerear ot
AreRTea fugw frerom=n smrg wa sred.
foeromen weTmTR  feTeea A=
ATIVT SHTATIRIR FTH T T ARG
URUTYeR Ao, WS aret fervamardt
WEA . AT HIHTHTA SO Toretiat
agun fudten

‘TEARERIAR  AVET  Af@RT A
ARt femor wRvTa 3,
(RUic e 3o FEOGT FAT qAR
e ‘aga’. I GRABIE JFA ¥0 qs
qot SATett. Tt siarel gt A=t
STEe dbeten ‘sgadt awsiefii’ =

BTIBATHIE STOTRIA.
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“The government can t make
people love me, but it can keep
them from lynching me”

-Martin Luther King Jr.

[¥ one talks about urban

India and cases of [ynchings
a similar pattern comes up and
shows the lack of awareness
among people and a rise in
technological advancements
negative aspects. Although the
society has gone from telegram
to the telegraph and newspapers
to digital era, the common men
who constitutes of people like us
have yet to be equipped with the
right amount of knowledge.

Lo 4 4
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The growing incidents of mob
lynching and absence of any firm law
in matters of lynchings has become a
grave matter to India, since the toll of
attacks has been on a continous rise.
Between 2017 and July 2018 a total of
atleast 30 deaths and 99 injuries have
been reported due to lynchings all over
India. (Source: IndiaSpend) A two-fold
rise has been seen if cases registered in
2017 and 2018 are compared.

Social activist and Maharashtra
Action  Committee  representative
Azhar Tamboli has been working to
provide legal assistance to victims of
lynching. With reference to this rise
in the death toll of lynched citizens
he says, “If we talk about urban and
rural cases distinctively in matters of
lynching, we will come to a conclusion
that rural residents are the ones who
are easily provoked. There is lack
of employment, literacy, engaging
work and a lot of free time to people
in rural areas. This becomes a major
reason why rural or underdeveloped
areas encounter a lot of lynching cases
originating from rumours. In some
parts the victims become a target to
some specific organisation who are
propagating their own agendas. In
urban areas the lynchers are again
a group of unemployed people who
have a leader to guide them and drive
them to do such an act. No literate
person who does a 9 to 5 job and has
responsibilities does such activity”.

ural India

‘Mobocracy’ And
Urban-R

Who are being lynched?

Are the lynchings limited to a
particular class/strata or category of
people being punished by mob is the
question in play. If an analysis was to
be done on the reported cases, it will
be clear that the ones who are being
lynched belong to comparatively
weaker sections of the society.Victims
of lynching and hate crime belong to
marginalised groups like Muslim,
Adivasi, Dalit, Christian and others
similar communities whose voices
can be suppressed and are easy targets
for the so-called ‘society guards’.
In the name of morality, vigilantism
and others rumours these people who
consider themselves the guards of
society come together and do justice as
they please to conclude it should be.

Urban and rural lynching cases: are
they any different?

Ancient Indian punishments: The
Manava-Dharmasastra, Manu cites
four types of punishment: Vak-danda;

admonition; Dhikdanda; censure;
Dhanadanda; fine (penalty); and
Badhadanda; physical punishments.

Vak-danda is the least severe type
of punishment and the severity
increases as one examines Dhikdanda,
Dhanadanda, and Badhadanda
respectively. One notable point in the
ancient law was that it lacked equality
in treatment.

India via MaV
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Similar is the case of lynchings
which the country is encountering. The
punishments and offenses which are on
rise are of similar nature. The so-called
judges in these cases decide and punish
the weaker sections of society on the
basis of moral-policing. The ancient
Indian law tends to go light upon the
higher castes and did not give equal
punishments to people committing the
same crime. The current lynchings are
a part of the same mindset wherein the
weaker sections are being targetted.
Either they are made targets or used as
weapons to target others for political
motives by politicians. The case of
Pathalgadi for instance in the tribal
parts of Jharkhand is an example of
such events. The Pathalgadi movement
areas, bans strangers entering these
village. Arki block in Khunti district is
one of the 18 Maoist-affected districts
of Jharkhand. Khunti, the birthplace
of the tribal freedom fighter and folk
hero Birsa Munda, is also where the
Pathalgadi movement is the strongest.
The police and paramilitary forces
are reluctant to enter the villages and
local journalists keep away. Every
outsider who enters the village is
quickly stopped and interrogated about
his entry. An incident on April 14 this
year saw the gathering of adivasis
with gulels, bow and arrows making
proclamations “We are the Bharat
Sarkar (the Indian government)” and
protesting saying that they do not
consider the government and that they
are their government.

From where does this mindset arise?
To answer this question we need to go
back to the rise of this term ‘pathalgadi’
and how it gave rise to many cases of
lynchings.

Tribals make up 26% of Jharkhand’s
population. They have special rights
and provisions for safeguarding
their land and there are special rules
pertaining to it. So how did the tribals
go bonkers and lynched people who
entererd these villages? In this regard
Dainik Bhaskar correspondednt Vikas
Srivastav says, “These tribals are being
brain-washed by the local leaders
saying that their land is in danger
and that people coming from outside
can overpower and take away their
properties, which is not the case as
the government has special provisions
about acquisition of land from a tribal”.

He further adds, “There has been 80-85
attacks reported as well as unreported
which have occurred in the state over
the past couple of years. This rise is
not because of anything other than
political agendas and rise in rumours
because of use of Whatsapp and other
social networking sites both in rural
and urban parts of the country”.

If one talks about Urban India and
cases of lynchings, a similar pattern
comes up and shows the lack of
awareness among people and a rise in
technological advancement negative
aspects. Although the society has
gone from telegram to telegraph and
newspapers to digital era, the common
man which constitutes of people like us
are yet to be equipped with the right

v

amount of knowledge in us. The
crux of the matter remains the
impunity enjoyed by the lynch-mobs
which comprises mainly of men of all
age groups, brought together under
one umbrella by rumours floating in
different parts through the mediums
of social media and informal or the
grapevine  communication  which
lacks backbone or any firm proof of
occurence.

Urban Indian cases also witness
problems such as child-lifting, cow
vigilantism etc. which have led to loss
of lives.In one such case in Pune where
Vishal, a resident of the city was on
his way to the Pune railway station
encountered on the site an angry bunch
of people stripping a man naked and
beating him up. He said, “the people
took the matter into their hands, tying
the poor soul to a pole and beating him
up for no good reason, to an extent
where he was bleeding profusely”.
He further described that night and
added, “they were not allowing anyone
to click pictures and were ready to
beat the people up who came to the
person’s rescue. Not just this, there
was a policeman standing aside and

witnessing the whole scenario of
injustice”.

The Md. Alimuddin lynching case
of 2017 (Ramgarh, Jharkhand) became
the first in the nation in which life
imprisonment was given by the Fast
track Court to all the 12 offenders which
included one BJP leader. Advocate,
Saiphan D. Sheikh who was looking
into the case of Alimuddin said, “The
case had enough evidences such as
videos and photographs on the basis
of which life imprisonment was given
to offenders on 21st March 2018. The
high court on 29th June 2018 granted
bail on basis of lack of evidence to the
offenders. This variation in observing an
evidence gives a lot of scope to people
committing such crimes”. Advocate
Sheikh also says that there is a lot of
carelessness on the part of local police
who handle the case, whether it is to
be sealing the crime scene or securing
the parameters for forensics work for
a fair judgement of the case. All the
aspects are neglected and a result of
it is offenders are being released after
committing gruesome murders due
to lack of evidences. The reason for
carelessness as Advocate Sheikh also
points out is that there is a wave of
religious identity based crime which
are being targetted towards muslims.
The police team works in favour of
these groups who are targetting people
from specific religion.

What the mob thinks when they act
upon such cases taking the justice in
their hands, is that they are above the
law and order of the country, and that
the judiciary of India doesn’t take its
work seriously. They have a common
feeling of being right among their
group who are creating such crime and
justifying the same crime with their
own logics. The need to monitor and
control these issues has been brought
into discussion when the Supreme
Court ordered the states to submit a
report on the same asking them what
actions they are taking to control the
cases of lynchings. Only nine states
have submitted the same after which
the court has given a time of one week
to others to submit the reports or their
Home Secretaries will be summoned
if they fail to do so. The country may
witness a law in the coming months
pertaining to these rising crimes of
lynchings and we will have our fingers
crossed till then! EEE
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101V Agbb AkiZ,
gnd\]h d B{VhigiA™n
{dM¥H@aUmn -~ Cn™nd
greb _rf{STmUna  Yr{ HS
YdrHsaUngiRr - Hsbn — Onvin.
Jn_rU gHSdn CnZJdar™ "V
athUre™n VéUnzZn hésZ Héthr
Y_ Y gKQZn ETnZn Amné
Ona ™V ArTvVIV. ~n VéUunZn
~anOJnar AU BVa AZH§
KQHn_i Arbbr Y~ZJS Xa
HSaE ~ngiRr Hithr Var {WgbJ
H$aE~1Mr gPJ MTbbr AgV.
E~n_i {dMraYraer Z OnSb
Onvihr h VéU ghgn Hsan™ b
CU°S$ hivav.
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itra
%{sn%r ufge S ufEa , Saeuiiin

et feraa wrarean o,
i, JAAETEAT STFHAT
foree_firfaom=n awarae RS
graterd, R

[T STOETER a1 et
HTHTAT WST U9t et
1 AS geATaR AT Sl gehien wHt arfien
uT Al o8, Ui shTaraiaas
AT YRATeaT 3fag@rehs AR rehet!
EAT, TEEAYd WRA ST TTa=iR
WA 90 2 fa9TEmoi sree Aesd.
sfemme WeE wReR Ue gewEeE

WAEA  ®IFE SMUT @R 3eHe
EOWT SRl SITETeRITd T,
Internet and Mobile Association of
India (IMAI) I SUedT EATATd THE
HEATIHTO ARATd TATCHIE SATIUT TR
T AU G&AT ¥9.¢  hidl
A Ted TS g AT R ATt
qTE T Y. THAR ST TEeredn
wige fRadfaa o w~a &= @ g
AqRA. S szﬁﬁn aRe =T
STaTeRITd Tt 3. “Great  power
comes with great responsibility’ /@

TEe WA, UUT HRATHREAT 29TTd |Tefd=

ﬁmaﬁﬁzﬁgﬁﬁ ﬁg‘{ﬁ% ns in our country everyday. ¢

greb S
YdrHfaUiM AO

! e Imam Tawhidi @

Islamic Extremists in India beating
and elderly Indian beggar. | truly w
Islamist criminal is rrested soon

TaToT STUT AT WiETSe ST dEe
TTERAT JASTE ATE & A &S AN,
AT HeTd: WTaf-eh STTfot enfifen sreerean
AT AT AAFEAT WERAH e
Ao’ FgH e STt TAchd ST
gTfiieh TAEEl IUANT HEA  GUATE

S

@& O Tk TarfvTe wgTen 32y wei
TSI e At g e gremem
TOFH AT SEICHNTAREAT AR
TUTAATEARTER TGa hell WTq 18, G
weegd fafaa od, du, foemem,
TERdt i WRa  fWeTs  gern
e, adE SaeE @ fafaean enfor
EOAAIhAT  WUUIRT,  SeR|ddrel
Forereitt -tiferendhit et aifedt ans.

‘RATEt wea AT qUIAITEETE
MU AT T FeTer enfHer srrfor
ATdE Sefien  gfagradt faaswa gue
AR, T e I andfaae
TR T Tlhiet /et ol wame
AT FEAAT UMk o AT 39
wH T eredren fAswd wrear Jum
AT AehTA RO Sgerd el adt
HTET TAYA TH, ATE AL HIEAT 3T
TETAAT KIBTTAR YATFIUTTHTST ATIR0ATA
YUTAT AIEAHEE WBT W USedTel
IUCTELAYe TiHeh YATRTUMTER TUTATHES
AT U THIVT SATAT HATSA T Y A 3TL.
T EeT ISTENl WU ugTaen fuea
ATRA. AUTHheehiohgd @IVl HSamen
FIUTRT GHUAT foraeht ara st TR,
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A Me (Shle ATTeT)
FeATIN ARATAT AT TRATA
SaeuE R o dhierarddier e,
T dABUMSAT HTHTNTR, TSR, AT
woftaien  wgfera o groanensia
‘Ao fafeen’ A sgiiEEEn R
‘T’ A Ee=an Wed 3aed wasa
T R TIBUTE IATR AU BB
T feeft. ufaeasft soumaiam w sue
W R FAUATEEA U Togdl. g
TRHH ATV TR SRS Ueh A qdd
W e AmTee e 7 oAr asundet
FUIEHT AR Fal. A AT wefen g
wEEl g fafire wer seerr.
Focardl foemane sy guht oiew
T AT HATIOT 9T TR, HTATRAR
iUt T fereh SfaeTaTaEe srafers 21 areT
wanwwmanzaﬂw
sfaerama oo, fafsre
mhw%wmmﬁwmaﬁvmw
F SATUTEAT AT ARTEAT. I9TTeaT farshmaen
gt onfr ghgamg @ d9 wew
IfT TRUT SEfataHAT I FATEER
T T UEIA JUTR AT |9Ted Hifgamar

PO UFdH AT AT Meiudd drgraae
BATAT. 20%% ATl ELSIRIRURRIEED

AT I TORTSaTe Wt syfireRt gt
¥ ATRTEA WTEOTR ATE. ATETET [

weft erfeifom, ™ welt Towawt @ T
AIfEdl gEa R0y Frasuwme g
fafre aodhm foemaen e amaTer
it g fmin wew @ uew
SfUT STehTSed NS G& g9 e Idd
BIUT=AT SATITETEAT TIEUTA hTEl FEed SITeT
8 UAERR A9 FUR FqieAr w4, A
AT

TEU STferTideR Wiy, Wfafsharardl g
FI e ATwRAes Tt o g

yrfior 7 wgdht afte

“ITM=AT AT THIS HISTHT 3720
ot WidETEt Widt qfer g, an
TIETATY WEed BT, T |0 ST
geTer 9 e foemawen e oM
TAHHE TOR USEET AEE Aedsit

fAfift g I3 @rgr e FfEd
B3 ANl grdt. fowa: g enfie
HAMUT AT HTETET hel A& AT,
@ oieft, s, JEE dren aRaTy
o T AmTeaTge aEuTe et wraET
AT haR BIS TNl ATg. 3/
fign wueReear @ aififes  ferEmer
Rrge e Feil S8 UHRR g 31gHe
Figaard. 094 AT HIE TYUTE AR
ot Hifgarean  wisAwTE Wvfegdes
UEREUATA  ATAT  SATUT  A%UT=aT  2lehaR
giffes  Wradren St Ser.  quETeAn
SUTRI RO & a1 gevit guaagt
TfA TG WigHE vRE.  Higeean
FE AT AT Hed HUTR ATHTRNR
HThd AT qTIS! FUTard &, “urHior
Teher ST 9T WEUT=AT BT 26
WHIE guiy AT AT AT ATedTd
aﬁmmmméﬁmﬁsnﬁwaﬁm
UCHYS AT IS TP HUAETES
m@aﬁ?&‘%ﬂwﬁ'}%ﬂaﬁﬂ"r
IEd. @ foemameft 7 e AT
3 a5 fEan wtEen Sge g, e
ITAR AT UTHIOT HATTA TR 60T
I Fagd MM, a1 9nTa Tgur=an
TEUTER AT HITgd =T, TR R Shell
T, et favaedar qurEvaTeR wren
aEe wdaE. e e e
qag At F@Tad Wi g aeul quider

T HEATAT ATERT ATaTd.”

HCUTTATR THITE  Iom=a  gefieRtom=n
feem e erEaT werTa AU AT "
TEUS UTHIOT WITT TEUTT=AT &1 FHTSATd A
TEUMT HEd TR U S e
AT, S A HEEaTae gaiaed
ATUMEAT gferd=ar SERl 3 a%uT |gdn
I ATEE. Iq1 I IEN WEMA TEUR
qHU AT WiggAl areed
AT, I HUTATY o= IR
UEY TR AT SEdl. gE=ar SIee
TAWTET TSR FUM=AT &Mk F TeTehi™
SISl FeHe AT Aorer  HigrEmean
ISAHTIA TTeATIEq UIged STEard. e
2 VIl a%uT SAUedT IR groT=at
T T INNUNETEd AT EATd, 0
ey gfeemer g sramEnfoeg
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Khara Prasad with his family.

Gaston Bachelard in his work ‘The
Poetics of Space’ says, “I should say:
the house shelters day-dreaming, the
house protects the dreamer, the house
allows one to dream in peace.”

Walking down the narrow lanes of
the Virayatan Basti (Rajgir, Bihar),
where the ‘Harijans’ live, you find
houses congested in the small basti,
where half-naked children are playing
and women waiting for their turn to
fill water at a hand-pump, meant only
for the ‘Harijans’ of the village. For
Khara Prasad, a sweeper, who lives in
a shanty in this small Basti, it is only
about day-dreaming for a house of
his own, where he can accommodate
seventeen members of his family and
protect them from harsh weather.

Khara Prasad tells us about his
challenges for an accommodation,
“We are bhangis, poor people who
live hand-to-mouth and do not have
the privilege of having a pukka house,
that will give us a proper shelter or
protect us during harsh weather. This
shade is our whole and sole and we
are living in this temporary settlement
since last 15 last years. Not only that,
our house is demolished every year
by the corporation officers. They say
that it is illegal, and we are rendered

=
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Khara
Prasad can be said to be a face of the
millions of people in the rural areas
of the country, still striving to get an
accommodation for themselves and
many of the unaccounted ones, who are
still rendered homeless.

homeless for almost a month”.

India, in 2018, 1is accelerating
towards urbanization and development,
but as per the National Sample Survey
Organisation (NSSO) of 2002, 71% of
the total population of the country still
lives in the rural areas. As far as the rural
housing development is concerned, the
scenario still looks grim because if
the data of the Census 2011 and NSS
for 2008-2009 is observed, the rural
housing shortage in 2012 was estimated
to be 62.01 million. Also, even if the
statistics are considered, there are still
millions of people in the country, who
are not even considered to fall under
category of the Below Poverty Line
(BPL) or the Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS). The people of this
class are mostly poor labourers who
are migrants, who keep moving across
the country in search of the livelihood
and do not fulfill the eligibility criteria
of availing a house under the Housing
Flagship Programme.
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This is a very complex and multi-
dimensional challenge, for which
only certain factors cannot be held
responsible, but some factors like
socio-economic factors, shortcomings
of policy planning, failure of policy
implementation, caste-divide, etc. can
definitely be considered to be the major
reasons for the prevailing housing
crisis in rural India.

Anindya Sarkar, Consultant, World
Bank (Atal Nagar, Chhatisgarh) , who
has worked in PAN India for last 18
years in multiple housing projects,
agrees to the negligence towards rural
housing by the government. He says,
“If we go back to the early 90s the
focus was mainly on urbanization and
the rural India was largely neglected.
The Indira Awas,_

Yojana, the flagship

programme  that§
was launched,
provided only

funds to the hand-
to-mouth  section
of the society. For /s
any such family, g8
building a house

livelihood an
contributing ~ for
the labour, as

they could not Glimpses of

afford the labour. The government
came to realize that only funds were not
sufficient, that the basic requirement
for building a house necessarily meant
access to funds, land, labour and
building materials.”

Anindya states, positively, that the
situation has now improved a lot and
the housing facility is far better than
before. About the slow development
of rural housing, he says, ‘“Housing
is not just a product, but a process.
The first thing required for a house is
land, building material, power, and
access to finance. Indira Awas Yojana
only provided finance to the landless
labourers in the village, BPL families.
But the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
has brought a lot of improvement in the
housing programme. The programme
functions on two verticals of Urban and
Rural, where they have set different
criteria to decide the beneficiary factors
of this scheme. Now, not only the
provision of house but also the facilities
of connectivity and sanitation are
taken into consideration and therefore,

yatan Basti’, a place where Khara Prasad lives.

the other Government Pogrammes
of ‘Swaccha Bharat Abhiyaan-rural’,
Prime Minister Gram Sadak Yojana’
are integrated with the PMAY™.

Policy planning is another major
reason for the stunted progress of
the housing in the rural areas. It is
also a disparity factor between urban
and rural housing. Talking about the
lacunae in government’s housing
policies, Rakhi Kashyap, Consultant
Architect (Pradhan Mantri Awas

Yojana, Bihar) says, “Every policy has
its own limitations. In every policy, the
State is a facilitator. Before framing
any policy, through a detailed statistical
analysis, the demand for housing in
urban and rural areas is determined.
More than housing, when the country

need of the beneficiary, understand the
living conditions, need for number of
rooms, etc. post which, the designing
is linked to the aspirations of the
beneficiary”.

With the launch of the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana in two verticals
or Rural and Urban, the previous
gap between the urban and rural
development is being minimized. Both
the verticals have their own modules
for deciding the beneficiary of the
schemes. Moreover, the government is
also strengthening the self-help groups
and encouraging self-employment
startup, to minimize migration, which
is also a cause of housing shortage in
the urban areas. Also, this approach
is working well towards the socio-
economic factor,

e .: y " S = S‘ ,‘.

is accelerating towards development,
the government is now focusing on
upgrading the living conditions of
these households like sanitation and
education so that every household can
contribute better to the development of
the country”.

The Rural development somewhere
still fails to be the primary area
of focus, as far as even funding is
concerned. Moreover when it comes
to the implementation of housing
programmes in the rural areas, there
are not many investors and contractors
unlike the urban housing. Rakhi says,
“Implementing the policy is always
a challenge. A house is a one time
investment for the State as well as the
beneficiary. We agree that there is a
gap between the beneficiary and the
stakeholders, but we are coming up
with the solutions to bridge that gap.
One of the major steps towards this is
the beneficiary — stakeholder meetings,
which also involve the designers. It is a
soft exercise to understand the idea of
housing, which includes identifying the

which affects the
household conditions
of a family.

As for the caste-
divide as one of
|| the determining
factors for a person
to possess a house,
Anindya says, “ It is
very much existing
In some  states,
especially in  the
states of Up, Bihar,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Gujarat and a
little bit of Jharkhand, Bengal and
Assam, where the SC, ST colonies are
separate. Also, access to water from
hand-pump for upper caste and lower
caste people is still different.”

Mentioning the Article 21, Rakhi
says, “Every citizen has the right to
freedom and dignity and a house gives
a person that right and his personal
freedom. Therefore, the Government
has come up with the ‘Housing for All
by 2022’ Mission”.

Khara Parsad, who is still called
a Harijan in his village, on the idea
of availing the Government Scheme,
has a dry smile on his face. “The
Government doesn’t even count us in
its numbers. We live on the streets. |
don’t know of a common hand-pump
for everyone in a village. My house is
demolished every year. Even the nature
is not kind to the poor! So if you ask
me about owning a house, then for me,
house is my right and not a facility!”
Thus expressing his honest skepticism
he leaves off for his daily ‘safai kaam’.

_I[S "1 Rise 131

India via "MaV



_he ~figmna
mbassapure@gmail.com

| L

AmOhr ~1BVdiSrvV
HoUr {~_na nSb
Va E b ImUmda QUHSZ. gqHsdln
PnarVZ diSrlnbr ArUn” M.
Rar{dH$ Vngn-X1Z VigrA™n
AVanZz “Une™n brb ~gMr
dQ nohn”Mr. Zthrva E RuXr
QHS,  ~A™n  ZUi™n QmvV
\é1i S~ nda, nhrda, S~ ihaA™n
~10bn {OW Ondn {_1b {VW
~gZ R Jdnd JRn"M AZ
OdiA™n  aW{ HS  Awans™
H$Pnda nohnvn™M. nU- Anants ™
H$brda nohiMb Var BWb HS W
gnV zZihrV. Hibnda SnSQa
~QbM “iMr enidVr ZgV.”

L 4 4 4
] [

AUTAT U WTSHITER, TR, TSRl
apen [ smn fee oo a9m, "W e
TMSTIT 3T TaeaT UTHe TR thgTak
. mméﬁmﬁ@aﬁaﬁ
TUAA HY TUA ATEIA. hglel Siael o™l
I IMYEdt qEa”. v Uit
ATSATER FIhT HIRUT G WA
qEAE ATSATER ATE  ugEen  fued.
AT W AT SN[ HATISATE AT
Y& YaTETd AT U kel SR i
2T U9 Ueal.

T TR OSSN 9, U=
U oreh, A1 Far=aTeit |, 91 .
o fUeamiuen  aam  wguErt

, 1 CRAT AT TR,

S1SQaHM " n J{UViV
An{XcngtM Anary

OnJUrbn |-

A  ¥ad.
&A™ 3 FUUEITEEE qEaTE SR,
e W onfur wHfae deTr =
HOATET HTRAG FRAl SAfEaTHl FwTeT
. dwwuut fogg @, = swnm ufdferda
SFUAZTT FATd WIST TIST AT Tedehel
MR YaT-WATeAT TNGT ST TaT

Eita 1 IR rac MR et ao1)

e
HIUTTETT HETE 8IS o 3l daren arhe
A0, @ER SU™ TEU[E A Savdu,
wammmﬁ,wﬁmmﬁ,
N YUR  HOIEREAT T Taferd
ST TR,

HUHISTAT YT el a1 =l
IS HRUTH gewt  gd ATl
gifordt TR TeaEa Sreesat
T TR BUMAETE a1 yieret
WA, SRl ST U AR, e
RO ST eraes TguaTen e

< mwaazﬁﬁm‘é
@zn FEeI™ foeR u=d

India via MaV

_I[S “nRise 132



AT SATEETe w9 fHed T o
AleaT=aT AT Sieketehl  TSehedl. AT
nftrardier e e AT e SW U
ATfofeR wTEeT fuaauamn 9ae -l w&
RTAT AT, TRUTHY, WiHRd 3101 |wehr
JEhHE WAhe AW ANV geo AN
aftrdel WTd. W, ShIvATE! S Hieaa

. T qF TEUME, UTHUT WRTA
AATT ATl ATSATER hTH  HIOATH
AT Sid AR Fd AR, S d9R
el ol fewha AT @ awgieddt g, Wt
JegT TTS=AT Here dofter Tarfier s
haTe’ ATl 2t degl Wieti=an fegeiT
TETHAE Togd. 3TIMG Ut AT TEuara
gTSH hel. HRUT AHE TAT IO
mgﬁ?ﬁ St ermaTe Sieermed feum

Teh Y UTHIUT AT Y S0l SR
AR, I8 YA HIVATE IUhga qd
siFR . Fawger e arEreh
[T PRedTE i Siaediel TRE  STEHE
Qaﬁrm?xamwmﬁwm.

=i. éﬁrt@nﬁ N[ srTfeaTHt
FIRIaR U0 gaT GU HIST WIS R,
anyfiew SUER ugdiar e favama T,
TR o1 favmTa wrefte, wuew, foeg aman
Y YT T2k TedTd. |, 1o’ aid
SUGR HUATUES g iR STEl, gAihs
HATATd. el IaXaol, TR0 wieul 3@

I TEl IENE TATE AY W
HIATT ITFN ST, |7, arvgl feemoreht

ARG 9 aieier aiferd set srmea™
AT FMEAT AT A TG el
VAT ARFEasiat™ ATHTNG dar
QT Ueh THIR sFaeen fmier geft
g, W TaE fegr ofteifie v
Id AT AN TEEAST HEATA ERIA
wW fogn aa Trda. |\ ghueea
giwferareit vea sifiew saeam wettea
et TRA WTEet AT, arvit uffeerdt
FEAT T ASTE AT AT qTSATeR
SIS CICE IR I E - o o R

wl%ﬁ.m,wmﬁmﬁmﬁﬁuﬁm
FUAEN  ATEYHRAT AT, SAUgdH

Prevremerda UEw ST SATedt
AR, TATIAETUNG ARSI ATl
T, ghiftm 3 et owms
R € THRYU q1fee ST, A7 Jreion

HTGS! HUITATEd T Q0T ? TR Siekedid
®TH R, HooTd T g1 444, fehar wressit
I ST ATETET SR rerer et et
i, forermad geatstent, Tesrared W
fooi 7 feet wTa W TRETETE 9T
Breor w1 feer st @ ? fohan fasmE
Prerertr s reomaTaa faor ufvreron
ﬁﬁm%ﬁma’qmm%ﬁwa

AIATEAT HIETHTGA  JTHIUT ARG giare
TEUIT YO & hel 3. cTeRied

Tcdeh TEMEd  SATUTETS! WfdehTt,  3TTom
ThTeAT WITAHTT  SHT[dl @ ehi=T
AT FAen Yravarat Tae g6 . At
FISAHET ATATTH T TATAhT T ATA HATL.
gt wrTa feuran e gt
THOT ATTTS AT hedtd WiEt awTad
Wwaﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁrw
AHEAT  gERMTHER W& IR,
HIUTAE FTRE eUT SdeaHar geet
Tueauamdt @ feenesaien Mo T
o8 ATHIUT VI hTH ShivaT™ S99 3T,
TTT ATHUT WA TR Haeied aror
mﬁwmmmamﬁm

THSA TATAT RIS, STeheell UTaede Yot
wEA Aot T feaa enfor sifae oW
HATAUET GefieEfiel IueTsYl 3/ @d. a9
TR SFaEdd a1 MET ara fiesa arg.
Tafae wrTma stree a2 e @ wa @A
AT STFed TLRT ARl THUATH Icqh
TEATE. WS @A e fewvarenst
TCATE JUATe TR A ATETST STt T
arfares gifeeg, m%zuaﬁvmg‘maﬁa
aﬂiﬁ'er YeAEEE wIE IUE S, TSt

A ATt YT e

%wémmﬁ&wg%mwﬁ
T ATRALA Taed 0l qle STRAITEAT

mﬁmﬁﬁwﬁmaaﬁ@vwﬁ

TEIHEA VAT HEA Uh WG hded
TATE0N  HTSTE TR AR, =, T
ot amigent geifera fecean snigamd

rTfeaTei™ 3R - arEas

Teg & U Aiieres aiomm

* STt AT $4— % TARTETAIA Yo% Jadie A whHl, 3T THEAT gei-d WTEd STeTgegel
* FHTEAT ABT qoTA 90 % T STk STeTehial o 2.4 Feremaer ot
* 9u — ¥Q TANETAT §4% AIFATT TATHET, TRUh! Teht STfEATE SahIAT I=T ThaTET=T A9
* FTB W% TRIG T TAFET WIAHT YT J U STTER, ATeTehTHed Tl a9, TTE Geul, STehTeft

* weAfET, HHT, LT ITHREAT ATART THIUT SAfreh. HerfET=an Ugut Turideht eie ot srfeamdt
(ST. 219 ST TTeAT AFYATTA T AiHT STTaTEi=aT STRETeRie S9reardt 31w )

India via "MaV

_I[S "1 Rise 133



"

muthasnehal535@gmail.com

L

“When a woman moves
forward, the family moves, the
village moves, and the nation
moves.”’ - JawaharLal Nehru

Tere has been a remarkable
economic  growth  and
development in India but when it
comes to women, the conditions
are equally unfavorable and
yet remain under the shadow
of backwardness, especially in
rural areas. Urban life is still a
cakewalk as compared to rural
life. However when we talk
about women entrepreneurship,
remain dwindling in both, urban
and rural regions. According to
Sixth Economic Census released
by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation,
women entrepreneurs constitute
only around 14% of the total
entrepreneurship  i.e. 8.05
million.
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1 Breaking Norms

To Attain Success —

Women’s participa-
tion in trade, industry
and commerce is still
poor mainly because
of the problems associ-
ated with their gender
roles and stereotypes.
Therefore, promotion
of entrepreneurship and
economic  empower-
ment of women poses a
challenge to the govern-
ment. It is necessary to
focus on the problems
confronted by the wom-
en and to plan support-
ing systems to enhance
the women entrepre-
neurship in India.

Key Challenges

Areas may differ but
challenges faced by
women while entering
into the business might
slightly remain same.
The evils of patriarchy
have a  stronghold
in both the regions.
“Women have to cross
miles to achieve equal rights and status
in order to maintain their existence
because male dominant traditions are
so very deep rooted in Indian society.”,
says Jyoti Shinde, an entrepreneur
working in the construction line.
In rural areas, sexist comments and
awkward questions posed by men are
quite normal, adds Shamli Meghawal, a
rural entrepreneur who deals in women
accessories.

“The next aspect is education. When |
started with the business it was difficult
to manage legalities and technological
nitty-gritty’s since I was uneducated.
In rural areas parents compromise on
a girl’s education, and marry them off
at a tender age. This is what causes the
most hardships” says Deepali Ghadge,
an entrepreneur from the rural area.

“Though women are literate in city,
they are often scared to do business
because they are not given a chance

Niyati Salunke at her shop.
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to take their own risk. Eventually they
end up with a job which is better than
doing nothing”, says a café owner
Aishwarya.

Further, boutique owner Niyati
Salunke explained the fact that the
stereotypical attitude of the society
hampers women’s growth as they think
all that most women can do is 9 to 6
job, for them working beyond a time
limit is too much to do. It’s a taboo that
women can’t work till late in the night.

Finance is still the king of all
problems, but nonetheless, there is
a sense of relief hidden among the
clouds of despair. Deepali adds, “There
are several bottlenecks and a gap in
availability of credit for women but
still we have some loan schemes which
are relief for women in rural areas”.

Dynamic Shift

Despite all the social obstacles and
challenges women are standing tall
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among the crowd and are doing their
best to achieve economic independence
and identity in their respective fields.
These women are ambitious, effective,
hardworking and amenable to take
risks. They managed to survive and
succeed in this relentless competition
with their diligence and perseverance.

The glass ceilings have decimated
and women are involved in all lines
of business. What was primarily, a life
that revolved around 3 K’s - Kitchen,
Kids and Knitting, later turned into an
entry of women into businesses that are
an extension of their kitchen activities;
mainly 3P‘s, Pickle, Powder and
Papad. And now, women are moving
into different avenues including energy,
electronics, fashion, construction and
more. The shift is clearly reflected from
the report of Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation, which
states that out of the 14% of total
women entrepreneurs, 2.76 million
women constituting 34.3% of women
entrepreneurs work in agriculture
sector whereas 5.29 million women
constituting more than 65.7% work in
non-agriculture sector.

Women are now given priorities
in all the sectors so that they can
contribute to the economy of the
country. To make this possible and
help females to become a job creator
the government has launched various
schemes. At present, there are 27
schemes for women operated by
different departments and ministries.
All these schemes proffer loans at
minimum interest rate and subsidy at
loan repayment up to certain period.

Schemes like the Prime Minister
Employment Generation Programme
popularly known as Khadi Gram
Yojana, Udyogini provide subsidies
of 35% and 20% respectively on
repayment. The schemes such as Stree
Shakti render concession of 0.50%
on interest rates whereas Dena Shakti
scheme caters 0.25% of exemption on
the interest. Other popular schemes are
Annapurna Scheme, as name suggests
it helps females to establish business in
food line. On other hand MudraYojana
(Micro  Units Development and
Refinance Agency)helps micro unit
to onset their organization and further
expand it. Beside this government also
yields training programmes namely,
eg: Entreprencurial Development
programme (EDPs), Priyadarshini

Project, etc.

Breaking The Stereotypes

“Even, today people come and ask
me how is it that you set your foot in
this field? Yeh mardo ka kaamhai Aurto
ka nahi( women don’t work here it’s a
men’s job). Though I reside in an urban
area, the mentality of people doesn’t
change when it comes to women”, says
Jyoti, an upcoming builder.

She started her journey in the year
2014, wherein she first worked as a
mediator and then as TDR (temporary
development rights) provider. TDR
is a rule that provides extra space as
compensation to the space they have
left while constructing the building
She then got into a joint venture with
an architect and is now running her
business successfully, taking it to newer
heights. With a starting salary of just of
1500, this headstrong entrepreneur is
now making annual profits that exceed
one million.
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Jyoti Shinde at her site.
She strongly feels that learning
never comes from classes and tutorials;
sometimes it comes from exploring,
experiencing and earning expertise.

Pioneering The Rural Setting

Deepali Ghadge belongs to Eksar,
a village in Vai, Maharashtra. Her
struggle was her strength. She once
wore the badge of being unemployed,
uneducated and suffered from child
marriage and poverty, but she never let
her pain decide her fate.

She says, ‘“women are never stronger
than when they arm themselves with
their weakness. There was a time when
I decided to commit suicide and made
the stride but the fear of death didn’t
give me strength to kill myself. So, I
thought why don’t I try to live before
death’. And today this very stubborn
attitude of mine helped me survive my
struggles.

At first, she started working as a
Laborer in farms, and then worked
with the group of ladies under mid-
day meal scheme in school. To get
groceries for school she had to travel
to city once a week. This is where she
got the idea of starting her own grocery
shop following which she started a sari
shop and beauty parlour in the city.
She further went on to start a Petticoat
factory; after which she bought a Paper
Dish factory.

Meanwhile, she completed her degree
and used it to start training institutes for
ladies in various remote areas. She also
started producing Sanitary Napkins
which work like sanitary pads so that
rural women can afford them. By now
her yearly turnover is around one and
a half million and she is the owner
of Maurya Training Centre, Shagun
Garment ,Sai Papers, etc.

According to her, ‘The base of her
success was always surviving the
situation until one could again stand on
her feet and keep moving towards her
goals.’

Fashion in her Blood

“I always knew, I wanted business
of my own, and I threw myself into
it, having little knowledge about the
fashion world. I chose the fashion line
to fulfill my mother’s dream of starting
her own clothing line. She had 30 years
of experience in tailoring which was
my biggest asset”, says 25 year old
Niyati.

Niyati Salunke is an owner of a
boutique which is well known for its
concept of making ‘Best out of Waste’,
which means making clothes from
fabric which customer already owns
it but for them it’s a waste. Generally,
she designed outfits for Middle class
people for whom wearing a designer
dress has been a dream.

Initially, her major obstacle was
dealing with her father’s attitude —
he used to think women can never
succeed in a business. It has been two
years since she launched her boutique
Jayagauri and has a turnover of more
than 12 lakhs with 1400 customer plus
the newbies.

The above stories perfectly portray
the lives women, who run the extra
mile, with a baggage full of problems
on their backs, just to achieve their
wildest dreams. These stories show
that women are unstoppable.
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While poverty alleviation

and women empowerment
remain the two major goals
for changing the economic
landscape of rural India, the
self-help group movement has
succeeded in achieving both
the targets by liberating rural
women through financial access
and social mobilization. This
movement has witnessed several
awe-inspiring journeys of rural
women, some of whom belong to
the rural parts of Maharashtra,
whose lives have taken a
beautiful turn with the help of
Self Help Groups

Lo 4 4

-

| SHGs: Liberating
Rural Women

Dhanashree Patil bought a new one
bedroom apartment in Pune with the
help of a home loan from the State
Bank of India, while Sayali More got
herself a car on loan. The two girls,
who are now working as managers
with multinationals in Pune, belonged
to a privileged, educated financially
literate and empowered group of
women from the urban society. While
the urban life gives people the space
to be aware of the financial institutions
and their policies, the rural life often
renders obscure in this matter. In a
rural scenario one has to strive hard to
stay aware and updated.

Kamalabai Pardeshi from Khutbaon
(Talug- Daund) is one among the few
rural women who refused to live their
lives in obscurity and found solutions
for their financial scarcity. However,
her story does start with a false belief.
She sought a loan to set up a small
business, but she thought she would
be denied the access to the services
because she did not have any collateral.
But one fine day when she heard about
self-help groups, she decided to go to
the bank nearby to find out more. A
few years from that very day, the same

Kamalabai, who was once afraid to go
to the bank, now runs Ambika Masale,
an industry started by her SHG which
deals in crores.

The story of Ambika Masale remains
a classic example of the potential of
SHG movement. Having spent years as
a peasant, employed on a wage of eight
rupees per day, she now sought a better
life. The members of the SHG started
off by saving 100 rupees each, which
gradually increased. The first task they
took was of giving loans to members
to construct homes, buy vehicles and
much more. Kamlabai took the first loan
to construct her house and paid back
the amount on its due date, which had
set a good example of accountability
and responsibility for the other
members. In the following days, they
started preparing the spices at home
and travelled all the way to Daund to
sell the product. A nostalgic Kamalabai
describes how Supriya Sule (Member
of Parliament from Baramati) gave
them a chance to sell their products in
the malls of Mumbai and how a loan
from Bank of Maharashrta helped
them to achieve their targets. Close to
Kamlabai’s village was a production
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unit of Suhana Masale, which is quite
a known brand in the spices market.
While Kamlabai and her co-workers
were turning every possible stone to
make the brand a success, the villagers
looked for every opportunity to pull
down the esteems of these determined
women. The villagers ridiculed
Kamlabai, but standing in the face of
all adversities she states, “We never
lost our hopes and now we are among
the top spice brands in Maharashtra.”

According to the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD), SHGs are small,
economical, homogenous,
affinity groups of rural
poor, voluntarily formed
to save and mutually
contribute a common fund
to be lent to its members
as per group decision.
Poverty alleviation and
women empowerment
remain the two major
goals in order to change
the economic landscape
of rural India. The roots
of SHGs lie in self-help
affinity groups started by
the Mysore Resettlement
and Development Agency
(MYRADA). The idea was
later adopted by NABARD
and has been implemented
in pilot form since 1992.
There are approximately
85 lakh units operating across the
country and these groups usually face
few defaults with low operating cost.

In 2009 Usha Zite, from Tirzada in
Yavatmal, lost her husband, who ended
his life by poisoning himself due to his
state of indebtedness and the failure of
crops. Annually, hundreds of farmers in
Maharashtra end their lives due to the
extreme agrarian crisis, leaving behind
their widows. Tirzada is a village which
is infamously known as the ‘widows’
village’ due to this very reason.

Usha now faced the two biggest
challenges of her life: paying the debt
left behind by her deceased husband
and educating her children. She not
only took to these challenges, but also
helped 32 other widowed women from
her village to educate their kids, to pay
the debts and to lead a life with dignity.
All this seemed possible only when
Usha started a self-help group under
Akal Mahila Sanghatan which is an

“Struggles of our lives are
unending but I just wanted to
make them easy for other widows
from the village, so I took to the
task of imbibing the movement of
SHGs in my village.” Through
these groups they not only provide
financial aid but also help women
to open bank accounts, to get a
document from Tehsil or help her
fo start a business at home”

initiative of an NGO named Institute
of Social Awareness and Reform Trust
(ISAR) from Yavatmal.

While talking about her journey she
says, “In a district level meeting of
Anganwadi workers, we had a session
on Bachat Gat (SHGs). In that seminar
they told us that members of SHGs can
avail benefits like small loans, small
scale business with minimal amount
of monthly saving with the group.”
They first started saving on monthly
basis and later used those saved funds
to provide loans to members. With
the help of those loans some women

and

-Usha Zite

started small scale businesses, some
bought cattle while some used it for
household needs.

In another inspiring journey of social
mobilization and financial literacy
training of rural women through
SHGs, Sunita Gore from Shedgaon
in Ahmednagar started a SHG named
Sarswati Mahila Bachat Gat. This
SHG not only makes its members
financially literate but also helps them
in all possible ways to lead a life
with dignity. It protects them against
domestic violence and other family
issues. After the establishment of this
SHG, other women from the village
also came together and established
six other SHGs through which they
run businesses like cloth shops,
dairy production, grocery shops, and
generate employment through them.

Sunita, while talking about SHGs of
her village says, “Our SHGs not only
empower our members financially, but

also help them become independent
in their lives. We provide informal
training for financial literacy, while on
some occasions we also help them to
avail benefits of various government
schemes.”

Women in rural households have the
potential to play an important role in
breaking the vicious circle of poverty.
So to empower rural India, first we
should empower its women. SHG
movement in India realized this factand
took the task of women empowerment,
which eventually led to poverty
eradication to some extent. SHGs also
helped to improve social threads of

“Our women are empowered

socio-politically sensitized.

With efforts of our Narishakti, we
convinced our Panchayt to build a
water tank in our village and also
asked them to ban liquor in our
village; we established a Mahila
Samasya Nivaran Samiti through
which we help women who are
victims of domestic violence to get
Jjustice.’

2

- Sunita Gore

rural households, thereby giving equal
respect to women in the family. It
made rural society more representative
by encompassing marginal and the
oppressed classes of the society and
it also encouraged rural women to
contest elections of Panchayat Raj
Institutions. Real empowerment is the
one which encompasses all its aspects
like social, economic, cultural, political
and personal. The SHG movement, in
its very nature, has all these aspects
and therefore will definitely continue
to lead the cause of emancipating rural
India and its women.
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Te concept of Rural
Industrialization has
been beautifully summed up
by researchers of this field in
following words, “it begins with
the assessment of the resources,
human and material, locally
available in a selected area.
Assessment is also made on a
pattern of demand present and
future and a production plan is
formulated for area for ensuring
minimum needs of the people by
using local resources and skills
and appropriate technology.
In this plan more emphasis is
given on using local resources
both human and material. The
direction of the plan should be
towards achieving their minimum
needs with local resources.”
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Narendra from Dantewada, Chhat-
tisgarh, runs his own honey bee rearing
and honey processing business, ‘Baster
Honey’, after completing his training in
November 2017 from Central Bee Re-
search and Training Institute (CBRTI)
at Shivajinagar, Pune. ‘I am working
for the rural tribal women, to provide
them a job, so they can nurture their
family.’, says Narendra. He distributed
around 2,000 honey bee boxes among
the tribal women for culturing and
trained them for the same. As a result
of this, he collected nearly 20 to 30 kg
of pure honey per day, sold at price of
600 to 700 Rs. per kg, giving a third
of this share to the women. Earning
around Rs 50 to 60 thousand of profit
per month, Narendra along with him-
self has provided employment to many
other tribal men and women.

Same is the case with Vijay Mahajan
from Pune, a watch mechanic. After
completing training at CBRTI; for 25
years now, he is running a Honey bee
rearing-culturing and, honey process-
ing business successfully, creating em-
ployment opportunities. He now owns
a honey parlour shop in Talegaon. So,
Industrialization in rural areas not only
provided jobs to people directly associ-
ated with it, but it created job opportu-
nities for a lot of others.

| Rural MSME :
An Industry |-

File photo

Today’s economy is lacking in
industry in rural region. Though indus-
trial presence, unemployment is the
major issue today. However rural soci-
ety is traditional, conservative and de-
tached from the sources of innovation.
There is a need of Industrialization in
rural area as opposed to the urban ar-
eas. Ministry of Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (MoMSME) of Gov-
ernment of India is working for Rural
Industrialization. Rural Industrializa-
tion plays a pivotal role in the develop-
ment of the country. It is generally held
that economy in rural industrialization
not only raises per capita income and
living standards of people by provid-
ing them with gainful employment op-
portunities, but also reduces income
disparities between rural and urban
areas. Rural Industrialization fulfills
several economic and social needs of
rural areas such as, increasing employ-
ment opportunities, diversifying rural
occupations, raising income and living
standards of rural communities, reduc-
ing exodus to urban centers, eliminat-
ing regional and economic imbalance
and, ensuring social justice.

Even in the developed countries of
Western Europe, United Kingdom and
USA there is recognition that small and
rural industries
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role in
industry

play a  significant
complementing the large

and, in providing opportunities for
creative energies of the skilled people.
The objectives of Industrialization are
to promote economic development
and increase income level and also

to increase employment and remove
unemployment. In a developing
country, like India, the small scale
sector  occupies an  important
place in industrialization. Rapid
industrialization in villages is a
vital necessity for developing the
country and making the people
economically independent. The rural
industries can be of Khadi, Village
Industries, Handlooms, Sericulture,
Handicrafts, Coir and Modern Small
Scale Industries. The concept of Rural
Industrialization has been beautifully
summed up by researchers of this field
in following words, “it begins with the
assessment of the resources, human
and material, locally available in a
selected area.

Assessment is also made on a pattern
of demand present and future and a
production plan is formulated for area
for ensuring minimum needs of the
people by using local resources and
skills and appropriate technology. In
this plan more emphasis is given on
using local resources both human and
material. The direction of the plan
should be towards achieving their
minimum needs with local resources”.
Thus, employment is not the target
or objective but an effect or result.
The target is improving the standards
of living of the people, and while
doing so care has to be taken to see
that harmonious balance between the

Primary, Secondary and Tertiary Sector
is not disturbed in any way.

The Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector has
emerged as a highly vibrant and
dynamic sector of Indian economy over
last five decades. It has contributed,

and still continues to contribute
significantly to the economic and
social development of the country.
CBRTI which comes under Khadi
and Village Industries Commission
(KVIC),a sector of MSME is providing
Honey bee rearing, Beekeeping, Honey
processing training to every strata of the
society, generating largest employment
opportunities at comparatively lower
capital cost. A number of statutory
and non-statutory bodies work under
Ministry of MSME. Enterprise
comprises both the manufacturing and
service entities.

As per the National Sample Survey
Organisation (NSSO) 73rd round,
conducted by National Sample Survey
Office, Ministry of Statistics &
Programme Implementation, during
the period 2015-16, there were 633.88
lakh unincorporated non-agricultural
SMEs in the country engaged in
different economic activities. —

31% MSMEs were found to be
engaged in manufacturing activities,
while 36% were in Trade and 33% in
Other Services. Again out of 633.88
estimated numbers of MSMEs, 324.88
lakh MSMEs (51.25%) were in rural
area and 309 lakh MSMEs (48.75%)
were in the urban areas.

According to Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy Pvt. Ltd. (CMIE),
India’s real GDP grew by an impressive
8.2 percent in 2018-19 but at the same

time employment declined at the rate
of 1 percent in the same year-on-year
comparison of first quarter of 2018-19.
The notable thing was unemployment
rose to 6.4% in August 2018 higher
than 4.1% recorded in August 2017.

In India, nearly 31% of Indians are

T 3 R

jobless. As per 2011 census, 68.8

% of total population and 72.4%
of workforce resides in rural areas.
Between 2001 and 2011.

India’s urban population increased
by 31.8% as compared to 12.18%
increase in the rural population. Over
fifty percent of the increase in urban
population during this period was
attributed to the rural-urban migration
and or classification of rural settlements
into urban. Population projections
indicate that India will continue to
be predominantly rural until the year
2050, after which urban population is
estimated to overtake rural population
(United Nations 2012). To check
unplanned migration from rural to
urban areas and to improve socio
economic conditions of vast majority
of population in the country, there is
need to make rural economy stronger
and create employment opportunities
in rural economic activities. The
improvement in economic conditions
of rural households is also essential
for reducing the disparity in per capita
rural and urban income which has
remained persistently high.
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Kiran Gangurde

wer sector is one of the

most important sectors
in any nations development.
India is now one of the emerging
superpowers in the world. We
continuously manage over 7%
of growth in our GDP, with the
power sector being one of the
biggest reasons behind it. We
are the world’s third largest
producer and  consumer of
electricity, most of which is
generated by coal, until now,
when the government is pushing
for an increased investment in
renewable energy.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
in his speech addressing the nation,
declared electrifying more than 18000
villages since the government came in
power in 2014. But, in contrast to his
announcement, a lot of media coverage
is inclined towards rural areas and
the power cut, lack of electricity and
students facings problems of blackout
during their exam time.

Power sector is one of the most
important sectors in any nation’s
development. India is now one of the
emerging superpowers in the world.
We continuously manage over 7% of
growth in our GDP, with the power
sector being one of the biggest reasons
behind it. We are the world’s third
largest producer and consumer of
electricity, most of which is generated
by coal, until now, when the government
is pushing for an increased investment
in renewable energy.

There is a slight difference between
distribution of electricity in rural
and urban areas. In November 2014,
India’s Ministry of Power launched
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti
Yojana (DDUGJY). This program is
one of the most important schemes
by the government. By this program
government merged previous found
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran
Yojana (RGGVY) to DDUGJY
which primarily focuses on rural
electrification. The main idea behind
it was to separate feeder lines, to

develop transmission & distribution
of electricity between rural agriculture
and rural household.

The main objective of the program
is to provide 24/7 electricity in village
areas with new metering systems to
reduce the losses. All the DISCOMS
are eligible for financial assistance
under this scheme. Rural Electrification
Corporation Limited (REC) is a public
Infrastructure Finance Company in
India’s power sector, which helps
ministry of power to properly deploy
DDUIJY in ruler area. As of 15 August
2018, 195.5 million rural households
are provided with electricity, which
is 89% of the 219 million total rural
households.

There is an issue behind DDUGJY,
under which government showed
78% villages being electrified. It was
realized that the problem of electricity
access wasn’t resolved. A village is
declared to be electrified if 10% of the
households are given electricity along
with public places such as schools,
Panchayat office, health centres,
dispensaries & community centres.
With large number of households
still without access to electricity, the
government launched SAUBHAGYA
(Pradhanmantri Sahaj Bijali Har Ghar
Yojana) on 25 Sep 2017, Antyoday
Diwas. This scheme aims at providing
last mile electricity connectivity to all
rural and urban households. Under this
scheme, the government will provide
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free electricity to all households under
socio-economic census data under
year 2011. The formation of this
scheme also comes under REC and
administrative control of ministry of
power. Under this scheme government
also gives subsidies for meters, wires
and transformers.

The SAUBHGYA scheme aims at
ensuring the coverage of households
as opposed to only villages. The main
trick is, this scheme only gives you
subsidy on electricity connection and
not on electricity consumptions. The
Gram Panchayat and public institutions
in the rural areas will be authorized
to carry out billing and collection
tasks, under THE DOSCOMS. State
has also provided 50% of their loan
being converted to grants, if the
electrifications target is met by 31 DEC
2018. For those households where the
national electricity grid cannot reach
provided with solar power packs along
with battery banks.

But still there are issues such as the
lack of infrastructure in rural area.

As per Bhimrao Bhise, Librarian
in MSEDCL, “In rural areas there
is a lack of infrastructure & basic
facilities. Because of that there is
problem of providing human resources
in emergency.” One of the villagers,
Sunil Khaire, says, “There is too much
corruption involved in registering for
a new connection, with the additional
problem of late and improperly
implementation of good government
schemes. ”.

India is now exporting electricity to
Nepal, Bangladesh & Myanmar. We
now generate energy more than we
want. India is the new Power Surplus
Nation. Though, the dark side of this
news is that still, the common man does
not get proper electricity in his house.
More than 26% families in rural areas
are getting electricity. There is wastage
in electricity transmission of 23% that
is one of the most of important points.
Half of the states in India face more
than 30% of transmission loss. In most
of the developed nation there is only
10% of transmission loss.

Energy market smart grid survey
stated that there are five lakh 84
thousand crores loss of electricity
because of theft and most important
is India is on top in this figure by one
lack 3 thousand crores. Power sector of

India is still facing various problems
and like demand build up measures
, no access to electricity, system
of cross-subsidization, coal supply
problem, poor pipeline connectivity
and infrastructure and losses in the
connector systems/service connections
. Populist pro-free power measures
also bleed the power companies. Some
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VISION OF -
THE PRIME MINISTER

A JOINT INITIATIVE

OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
& STATE GOVERNMENTS/UTs

power companies continue to bleed and
lead to bankruptcy due to one of thief
of electricity. This also led to pay more
by legal users. This creates a scenario
where villages have huge power supply
cut. Additional Engineer in Regional
training centre(RTC) (MSEDCL) Mr.
Bhausaheb Patil says, “in urban areas
companies face the problem of lack of
space to install the electricity lines, so
because of that, now companies try to
install or re-instated underground lines
in urban areas.” He also added “in new
government policy the if DISCOM
unable to reach in specific rural area
then government provide solar panel in
that area but the basic Moto is electrify
every single house.”

A rural engineer said, “there is lack
of response in rural area to fill up the
bill by the villagers. The government
policy is now to give subsidies in
electricity bill and in agricultural
electricity. But because of that people
in rural areas don’t pay their bill, that’s
why the government faces huge loss.”.
These are some problems & issues in
our power sector. Still the basic reason
in rural area is lack of infrastructure
and network, basic facility, security.
Because of that no one wants to work
in rural areas. Many engineers get

transferred to urban areas. Human
resources issue is the most important
thing in rural areas.

We hope that in recent years, we
manage to solve this all problem as
much as we can. Now days there are
increase in electricity connection in
rural area and there is less power cut

SAAF NIYAT

States ready to ensure '24x7 Power for All' from

Integrated planning of Generation, Transmission,
Distribution and Energy efficiency

in urban areas. Therefore, really India
sees the new target set in front of us is
to become superpower in power sector
also. The progress in our power sector
in one of the biggest turning points for
us to achieve that goal. We proudly
tell the world that there is a ‘LIGHT
On’ India now. Which shows we are
now going beyond of the world’s
expectations? That day is not far when
India becomes totally self-dependable
in power sector and every village and
every family get 24*7 power supply.
That day will really be a golden day
for all Indians.
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Su far, ‘India via Bharat' has highlighted the urban-rural contrasts and correlations within the country,
along with the challenges and developments springing in these spaces. Moving the lens a bit farther away
from our native soil, the focus is now on countries like Iran and Afghanistan- the motherland of the foreign
students of our batch. This special segment reflects the outlook of these students and allows us to take a peek
into their countries, while exploring a myriad of dimensions. It talks about the facets of Urbanization in Iran, and
the subsequent changes in its urban systems, leading to the dependency on oil incomes on one hand and, the
picturesque landscapes of rural Afghanistan, surrounded by lush green mountains, carrying a simple lifestyle,
rooted deep into culture and tradition, on the other. Furthermore, the succeeding excerpts reveal the current
status of the rule of law in Afghanistan, tapping on its history of different government regimes, and the current
obstacles that are hindering its Democratic rule.

|Farther Away From Home —
\_

Parwiz Kamroz
kamrozp@gmail.com

It is said that one of the most breath-
taking scenes that one can witness is the
rising and setting of the sun between
the lush green mountains. There is
a sense of calm which is only found
amidst the peace and quiet of the rural
space. Life in the village has the power
to liberate people from every trouble
and hardship, engulfed in the soothing
arms of Mother Nature.

Villages across Afghanistan are
in close ties with their culture and
traditions, making it a point to
safeguard them for the generations to

come.

From clothing and food to the
celebration of festivals like Nawroz,
it seems like preserving culture is a
task that is staying within the limits of
villages and far away from the urban
life.

Although  the rural lifestyle
has started transitioning towards
urbanization in terms of the usage
of technology and a turn towards
modernity, the essence and simplicity
of it still remains, and must be so till
time immemorial. This is because rural

life is primarily based on the pattern
of adaptation to the requirements of
nature, whereas in contrast, urban life
is based on the pattern of manipulation
of the environment, paired with the
domination and exploitation of it.I
sincerely feel that all the villagers in the
country should preserve the tranquillity
of their land. If all the qualities of rural
existence are lost, all that we will be
left with is the distress, individualism
and the acceleration of urban RN
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Emergence of Urbanism in Iran

Rapid urbanisation and low
productivityareregardedasthemajor
causes of urban problems in third
world countries. To challenge these,
demands are placed upon a new
approach to ‘urban management’
for improving urban productivity
and turning cities into ‘engines’ for
economic growth. In the pursuit of
the same, Iran has observed several
changes too. Iranian urban systems
have been under the influence of
capitalist relations since 1960;

Islamic revolution that situation led
to the overthrowing of traditional
connections between cities and
villages. This condition has been
exacerbated after the war with Iraq.
Population growth, the increase of
economic and social differences and
inequalities among cities or between
cities and villages are only samples
of these results. Nevertheless, urban
and rural conditions have improved
as compared to the period before
the Islamic Revolution.

Nayereh Eslamiakram

nayerecheslami-
akram2015@gmail.com
century, Iran’s economy faced

political, social and economic
shocks and experienced a fully
oil-centred economy due to the
severe dependency on oil incomes.
Therefore, cities in Iran, influenced
by economics, social growth and
development, as well as population
dimensions in the flow of modernist
changes, have developed spatially
into surrounding lands, and this has
led to the emergence of large and
small cities. EER

Barriers to the rule of law in Afghanistan

Mohammad Khruam Faquiri
Khuram.faquiri@gmail.com

The most important deterrence for
the authoritarian rule in a society is
the rule of law. In societies where
the rule of law exists, it prevails over
the will of the ruler and the rulers
protect the sovereignty of the state
on the basis of legal channels. This
democratic pattern of governance
has helped several countries to
develop and thrive. However,
Afghanistan through decades of
conflict; political, military and
tribal, has not yet overcome this
crucial problem that cause major
challenges.

Over the years, Afghanistan has
experienced a variety of government

regimes; from an absolute kingdom
and a constitutional monarchy to
a communist regime that buried
people alive for talking against the
regime and having anti-communist
ideology. Mujahedeen Islamic state
and Islamic Emirate of Taliban is
the perfect example of barbarism in
the 21th century.

After 2001 Afghanistan adopted
a democratic regime with a
constitution and this regime had
pledged to act according to the
law. However, we observe a lot of
atrocities carried out in both, rural
and urban areas.

India via "MaV

_I[S “nRise 149



One of the most important
barriers that exist in the rule of law
is the widespread cultural, social,
political and economic poverty of
the society, which is a result of 40
years of war that Afghanistan was
involved in.

Fazel Ahmad Manawi, from the
high court believes, “Substantiation
of relation on certain criteria is one
of the factors contributing to the
non-compliance and rule of law in
the country, including; corruption,
drug production, smuggling and
other organized crime in rural and

Fayeq Ahmad
fayeqahmadsafil @gmail.com

The term ‘governance’, in legal
literature, means the process
of establishing decisions and
policies along with a timely
implementation of plans resulting
from these decisions. This process
involves local governance, national
governance, and the governance of
the international system.

However, in  Afghanistan,
governance does not have much in
common with this contemporary
approach. The country had been
lacking an administrative system
since 1979, which changed after
the Bonn conference in 2001 with
the fall of the Taliban Government,
and the rise of the first new

urban areas. The existence of human
right violators in key positions of
the government has contributed to
the increased abnormalities, crises
and unaccommodating of law and
order in the country.”

Zarifullah Durkhily, professor
of public administration at Kabul
University, says, “Presence of

international community, USA in
particular, in many cases does leave
a scope for attention to the law of
Afghanistan. Also, Islamic republic
of Pakistan, which is the main
cause of terrorism in Afghanistan,

establishment.

The chapter of the new rule started
out on the wrong foot since the fact
that USA was joining hands with
warlords and human rights abusers,
cultivating the value of democracy
amongst them. As a result of
this intervention, the structure of
this government was filled with
warlords. This ultimately led to a
large number of corruption scandals,
and uninhabitable conditions which
persist even now.

Yet, a lot can be done to control
the damage and start afresh. To
begin with, the Afghan government
should launch a national capacity-
building program, for cadres

not only ridiculed the religion
of god (Islam), but also violated
law of Afghanistan and further
strengthened insecurity, especially
among the rural population.”

The absence of law enforcement,
and presence of above mentioned
barriers, will not only be a challenge
for the positive achievement of
the country, but will also pave the
way for the influence of medieval
elements (terrorism) and foreign
intervention to come and rule on the
destiny of Afghanistan.

EER

and government executives to
learn accountability mechanisms,

transparency and workings of
democracy in  administrative
structures. Also, formation of
regulatory  mechanisms  could

combat the challenge of lack of
supervision.  Citizens’ Access to
Information could prove to be one
of the most useful ways to fight
corruption.

Though the foundation of the
revolution of good governance was
set a long time back, still, there is a
long way to go to realize this dream.
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The need of

a digital Economy |

G20 Nations Mobile Usage
"‘ A ﬁmmtcel‘ n.mr Percentage of internet usage from mobile
“GlobaIStats

February 2017

RlShlkeSh Kulkarm |
rishikesh.skulkarni@gmail.com
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With India moving towards
a digitally equipped future
there are going to be a lot of
debates on the major disparity
between urban and rural parts of
the economy. In this tranformation
phase of the nation; whether it will
be carried out in a manner which
would deem beneficial to all or will
it crawl to survival is the question
the policy makers need to address
along with the big players. "When
digital transformation is done
right, it's like a caterpillar turning
into a butterfly, but when done
wrong, all you have is a really fast
caterpillar.” George  Westerman
(Principal Research Scientist with
the MIT Sloan Initiative on the Digital
Economy)
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According to the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OCED), “Digital
economy is an umbrella term used
to describe markets that focus on
digital technologies.” It refers to the
full range of our economic, social
and cultural activities supported by
the Internet and related information
and communications technologies.
In the recent past, we have heard this
term alot; whether it be in news or in
our day today activities, a focus on
it due to impact of demonetisation
of high currency noteshas came into
picture. India is one of the fastest
growing major economy of the
world. Despite of global turbulences
of economic conditions, Indian
economy has been able to maintain
its growth rate. India economy has
the intrinsic structure of rural and
urban economic developments.
Majority of the Indian economy
depends on rural economy with
more than 65% of population
residing in rural areas and only
when the digital payment methods
become an integral part of rural
economic development, the digital
initiatives could be considered as
successful. Here successful means
where the technology is inclusive

34,8%
29.6%

17.8%

usa
Australia
UK

Brazil
Italy
Canada
France
Japan
Russia

and a leveller and not a source of
economic inequality.

As we all know India is the largest
manufacturer and consumer of cash
after China (according to RBI)
however, in the recent past, digital
payments have gained momentum
in the country, both in the case of
rural and also the urban segments.
But the question remains that how
far is it penetrated? Is it accessible
to all? Is it affordable for everyone?
Are they digitally literate enough to
carry out their own transaction?

When we look at the numbers
given by RBI in FIG 1.1 we find
that there is an increase in digital
transactions using all modes of
digital technologies both by public
and private sector. In wake of the
government initiatives towards
transformation in digital economy,
and many private companies
emerging in the space of digital
transaction solutions; (EWallets,
Mobile app solutions (UPIs) ,
payment bank licenses issued
by RBI) it is imperative that the
market is gearing up towards
more transparent and compliance
based system which are of digital
trends. However, when we look at
this data we think that everyone
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accross India is involved in these
transactions. What we fail to
analyse are some of the major facts.
A Recent UN research in India
shows 545 million cell phones are
now connected to service in India’s
emerging economy. The number
of cell phones per 100 people has
exploded from 0.35 in year 2000-
01 to about 45 today. From this
data we can understand that still
more that 50% of population do
not have an access to phones and
less than 30% use smartphones.
Through this data we can guess
where maximum users are based
at. It is in Urban India where even
a child from middle class family
has an access to a smartphone. This
points out to a great divide between
between rural and urban India on
not only economic parameters but,
also on social, cultural and political

parameters.
(Infographic reperesentation?)
Speaking about the internet

connectivity and the race for 4G
and 5G technology we forget about
the patches of internet in India.
Even when we travel in cities we
experience loss of services then
how can we expect internet services
in small villages and towns accross
India. As per the latest Internet in
India 2017 report released by the
Internet and Mobile Association of
India (IAMAI) and market research
firm IMRB Kantar(A market
research bureau company), out
of an estimated urban population
of 455 million, 295 million use
internet. In comparison, out of 918
million estimated rural population,
there are 186 million users who use
the internet. In total, there are 481
million total internet users in India
(as on December 2017). FIG 1.2
We all are aware about the
gender disparities in India wethere
its urban or rural area then how can
most of the women have access to

digital services. Yes, we also have
a great gender gap when it comes
to information and communication
technology. There are as many as
500 million internet users in the
country by June 2018, yet women
constitute a meager 30 percent of
the growth. Urban India witnessed
a growth of 9.66 percent in female
internet users while in rural India,
the growth is recorded at 14.11
percent. As the report states,”The
growth rate of rural India may
seem higher, it is mainly due to the
low base effect, given that overall
internet users in rural India are still
critically low. Given that total urban
population is much lower than total
rural population, the urban-rural
digital divide is actually more acute
than what the penetration numbers
portray.”

To check some of the ground
realities a study was undertaken to
visit a small village named Wadel
in Malegaon taluka of Nashik
district in Maharahtra. While
talking to residents of the village
it was found that only the youth
demography was aware about the
term ’Digital Economy’ and it’s
practical implications in day-to-day
activities, however, the elderly and
women were not aware about any
such thing or were just aware about
its existence. Prashant Kardiwal, a
resident of the village, working in
Life Insurance Corporation, said,
“I have applications like Paytm and
BHIM in my phone but it comes
into use only when I visit Nasik for
work related issues. There are very
few shops (only 1 to 2 stores as he
recalls) who accept online payment
in the village”. The Sarpanch of
the village says “people are more
used to cash based transaction here
in ourvillage; they dont want to get
rid of it as thats what they have been
practising since ages. Moreover its
complicated to learn the applications

by our age-group. Here in Wadel
even the barter system is practised
for exchange of animals like goat
and sheep for buying items” .

Economist called Abhay Tilak, a
resident of Pune says, “There was
an increase in online payments after
demonetisation, however, it was
mostly in urban parts of the country
and only for sometime till the cash
flow was back normalised in the
economy .

Digital Economy; the new
weapon of development in UR-RU
India

We see from various facts
and figures here that there is a
noticeable divide in rural and
urban India when it comes to UR-
RU India using Digital methods of
transactions. Although this gap is
narrowing slowly and steadily due
to expanding economy; factors
like globalisation will play a key
role in this abridgement of the gap.
The world’s largest democracy
has a huge potential with a great
demographic dividend, and when
we compare it with rest of the world
with percentage of internet usage
on mobile we stand first among
G20 countries. Fig 1.3 . With the
increase of digital payments our
core values in constitution like
equality, dignity,transparency and
liberty will only be strengthened.
It i1s a great opportunity for us to
fight corruption and everyone needs
to try to use digital systems for a
welfare state.
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“The love of the intellectual Indian
for the village community is of

course infinite, if not pathetic... What
is a village but a sink of localism, a
den of ignorance, narrow

mindedness and communalism’

- Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Smart habitation is an
integrated area of villages
and a city working in
harmony and where the
rural and urban divide has
reduced to thin line.

- Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam




