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Course Objectives: 
This is an introductory paper to the concepts, ideas and theories in political theory. It seeks to 
explain the evolution and usage of these concepts, ideas and theories with reference to 
individual thinkers both historically and analytically. The different ideological standpoints 
with regard to various concepts and theories are to be critically explained with the purpose of 
highlighting the differences in their perspectives and in order to understand their continuity 
and change. Furthermore there is a need to emphasize the continuing relevance of these 
concepts today and explain how an idea and theory of yesteryears gains prominence in 
contemporary political theory. 
 

Term-I        
   
Unit: 1 - Introducing Political Theory     

a) Definitions, Nature &Scope 
 b) Traditions of Political Theory: Liberal & Conservative 
 

 Unit: 2 - State  
a) Definitions Meaning and Elements 
b) Perspectives on State (Liberal, Marxist)  
 

Unit: 3 - Power & Authority       
a) Conceptions of Power, Power as Exploitation, Authority, Hegemony,     

Foucault on Power 
b) Authority: Meaning, Nature & its forms 

 
 Unit-4 - Right and Justice 

a) Meaning, Nature &Kinds of Rights  
b) Dimensions of Justice (Social, Economic Political) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Term-II  
 
Unit: 5 – Liberty and Equality      

a) Liberty: Meaning, Nature, Classification: Negative & Positive Liberty  
b) Equality: Meaning, Nature, Types of Equality: Equality OF Opportunity; 

political Equality, Affirmative Action 
 
 

Unit: 6 – Democracy        
a) The Concept of Democracy, Direct Participatory & Liberal Democracy 
b) Perspectives on Democracy, Merits and demerits 

 
 Unit: 7 – Sovereignty 

a)Meaning & Characteristics of sovereignty 
b)Theory of Popular Sovereignty 

 
Unit 8: Globalisation 

a) Definition, Meaning 
b) Impact of Globalisation 

 

 Readings:  

 Lodhi Kaniz Fatema, Political Theory  

 Chavan Shankar Political Theory , Pratima Prakshan ,Pune. 

Benke Suvarna, Rajkiya Siddhant, Prashant Publication, Jalgaon 

Bhargava Rajeev & Ashok Acharya (eds), Political Theory: An Introduction. 
Pearson Longman, 2008. (English Medium) 
Bhargava Rajeev & Ashok Acharya (eds), Political Theory: An Introduction. 
Pearson Longman, 2008. (Marathi Medium) 
Gauba O.P, An Introduction to Political Theory, New Delhi, Macmillan, 1981. 
Sir E. Barker, Principles of Social and Political Theory, Calcutta, Oxford 
University Press, 1976. 
N. P. Barry, Introduction to Modern Political Theor y, London, Macmillan, 1995. 
S. Benhabib and D. Cornell, Feminism as Critique, Cambridge, Polity Press, 
1987. Political Science 7 
S. I. Benn and R. S. Peters, Social Principles and the Democratic State, London, 
George & Allen, 1959. A. Brecht, Political Theory: The Foundations of 
Twentieth Century Political Thought, Bombay, The Times of India Press, 1965. 
M. Carnoy, The State and Political Theory, Princeton NJ, Princeton University 
Press, 1984. 



G. Catlin, A Study of the Principles of Politics, London and New York, Oxford 
University Press, 1930. 
D. Coole, Women in Political Theory: From Ancient Misogyny to Contemporary 
Feminism, New York, Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1993. 
B. Crick, In Defence of Politics, Harmondsworth, Pelican Books, 1963. 
R. Dahl, Modern Political Analysis, Englewood Cliffs NJ, Prentice Hall, 1963. 
, A Preface to Democratic Theory, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1965. 
J. Dunn, Modern Revolutions, London, The Clarendon Press, 1989. 
D. Easton, The Political System: An Inquiry into the State of Political Science, 
New York, Wiley, 1953. 
————, A Systems Analysis of Political Life, Engelwood Cliffs NJ, Prentice 
Hall, 1965. 
D. Germino, Beyond Ideology: The Revival of Political Theory, New York, 
Harper and Row, 1967. 
B. Goodwin, Using Political Ideas, Chicester, John Wiley and Sons, 1992. 
N. J. Hirschman, and C. D. Stefano (eds.), Revisioning the Political: Feminist 
Reconstructions of Traditional Concepts in Western Political Theory, Westview 
Press, Harper Collins, 1996. 
D. Heater, Citizenship: The Civic Ideal in World History, Politics and Education, 
London, Orient Longman, 1990. 
D. Held, Models of Democracy, Cambridge, Polity Press, 1987. 
————, Political theory and the Modern State, Cambridge, Polity Press, 1989. 
————, Political Theory Today, Cambridge, Polity Press, 1991. 
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B. Hindess, Discourses on Power: From Hobbes to Foucault, Cambridge, Basil 
Blackwell, 
1996. 
P. Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers: Economic Change and 
Military Conflict 
from 1500-2000, London, Fontana, 1988. 
H. J. Laski, A Grammar of Politics, London, Allen and Unwin, 1948. 
P. Laslett and W. G. Runciman (eds.), Philosophy, Politics and Society, Series 1-
5, Oxford, Blackwell, 1956-79. 
J. Lively, Democracy, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1975. 
R. M. MacIver, The Modern State, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1926. 
C. B. Macpherson, Democratic Theory: Essays in Retrieval, Oxford, The 
Clarendon Press, 1977. 
G. McLellan, D. Held and S. Hall (eds.), The Idea of the Modern State, Mitton 
Keynes, Open University Press, 1984. 
R. Miliband, Marxism and Politics, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1977. 
D. Miller, Social Justice, Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 1976. 
———— (ed.), Liberty, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1991. 
————, Citizenship and National Identities, Cambridge, Polity Press, 2000. 
S. M. Okin, Justice, Gender and the Family, New York, Basic Books, 1989. 



E. Owens, The Future of Freedom in the Developing World: Economic 
Development and Political Reform, New York, Pergamon Press, 1987. 
C. Pateman, Participation and Democratic Theory, Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press,1970. 
————, The Sexual Contract, Cambridge, Polity Press, 1988. 
————, The Disorder of Women, Cambridge, Polity Press, 1989. 
R. Plant, Modern Political Thought, Oxford, Blackwell, 1991. 
G. Poggi, The Development of the Modern State, London, Hutchinson, 1978. 
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————, The State: its Nature, Development and Prospects, Cambridge, Polity 
Press, 1990. 
S. Ramaswamy, Political Theory: Ideas and Concepts, Delhi, Macmillan, 2002. 
A. Ryan, The Idea of Freedom, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1979. 
G. H. Sabine, “What is political theory”, Journal of Politics, 1939, 1,1, pp. 1-16. 
G. Sartori, The Theory of Democracy Revisited: Vol 1: The Contemporary 
Debate and 
Vol II: The Classical Issues, Chatham NJ, Chatham House Publishers, 1987. 
R. Singh, Reason, Revolution and Political Theory, New Delhi, Peoples' 
Publishing House, 1967. 
T. A. Spragens, The Dilemma of Contemporary Political Theory, New York, 
Durellan, 1973. 
L. Strauss, What is Political Philosophy and other Studies? Glencoe, The Free 
Press, 1959. 
————, “Epilogue” in Essays on the Scientific Study of Politics, ed., by H. 
Storing, New York, Holt, 1962. 
C. Tilly, The Formation of National States in Western Europe, Princeton NJ, 
Princeton University Press, 1975. 
R. M. Titmuss, Essays on the Welfare State, London, George Allen and Unwin, 
1956. 
F. Thakurdas, Essays on Political Theory, New Delhi, Gitanjali, 1982. 
S. P. Varma, Modern Political Theory, New Delhi, Vikas, 1983. 
J. Waldron (ed.), Theories of Rights, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1984. 
I. Wallerstein, The Modern World System (3 Vols., 1974, 1980, 1989), New York, 
Academic Press, 1974. 
S. Wasby, Political Science: The Discipline and its Dimensions, Calcutta, 
Scientific Book Agency, 1970. 
S. Wolin, ‘Political Theory as a Vocation’, American Political Science Review, 
1969, LXII, pp. 1062-82. 
S. Wolin, “Political Theory: From Vocation to Invocation”, in: Vocations of 
Political Theory, (eds.), J.A. Frank and J. Tambornino, Minneapolis, London, 
University of Minnesota Press, 2000. 
Abbas, Political Theory, Pearson 2011. 

 



General Paper G-2 (OR) 

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF U.K., U.S.A 

(80-20 Pattern to be implemented from 2014-2015) 

Course Objectives: 
 
This paper studies the major constitutions of the World by adopting a comparative approach. 
The constitutional and legal provisions, the ideological basis, the institutional arrangement 
and their social and economic background are to be explained, analyzed and evaluated 
critically. The historical backgrounds to individual constitutions are to be emphasized to gain 
an understanding of its evolution. The comparative perspective enables the student to 
understand the differences and similarities between the various constitutional arrangements. 
Furthermore the political institutions are to be studied in light of the political process to gain 
an understanding of the dynamics of actual politics and policy making. 
 

Term-I           Weightage  
   

Unit: 1 - Constitutions                                            12 
Nature and Evolution (U.S.A, U.K)  

 
Unit: 2 - Legislature                                                                    12 

Parliament (UK): Structure, powers & Role 
Congress (USA): Structure, powers & Role 

 
Unit: 3- Executive                                                                    12 

 Prime Minister & Cabinet (U.K),  
President and Cabinet (U.S.A) 

 
Unit: 4- Judiciary                                                                    12 

Nature, Power & Functions of Judiciary (U.K & U.S.A) 
 

Term-II  
 

Unit: 5- Political Parties                                                             12 
Political Parties: Relation between political parties & government.  

  Two party system, features and role of parties in UK, USA 
 

Unit: 6-    Interest groups        12 
Interest groups: their roles and performance in UK and USA  

 
Unit: 7-    State  Governments      12 
            State Governments in UK and USA  
 
Unit: 8-    social movements                                                              12 

Social Movements: Human Rights, Women’s Movement,  
Ethnic Movements  

 



 
Readings: 

Palshikar Suhas & Yashwant Sumant, 1988, Government of  USA, Nirali, Pune 
(Marathi book) .  
Bhole B, 2004, Government & Politics: Comparative Study, Pimpalapure Pub. 
Nagpur (Marathi book) . 
G. Almond et.al., Comparative Politics Today: A World View, 7th edn., New York, 
London, Harper/Collins, 2000. 
W. Bagehot, The English Constitution, London, Fontana, 1963. 
S. Beer, Britain Against Itself, London, Faber and Faber, 1982. 
A. H. Birch, British System of Government, 4th edn., London, George Allen and 
Unwin,1980. 
H. Finer, Theory and Practice of Modern Government, London, Methuen, 1969. 
J. Flammang et.al., American Politics in a Changing World, Pacific Groove 
California, Brooks Cole, 1990. 
E. S. Griffith, The American System of Government, 6th edn, London, Methuen, 
1983. 
G. Jones (ed.), West European Prime Ministers, London, Frank Cass, 1991. 
D. Kavangh, British Politics: Continuity and Change, Oxford, Oxford University 
Press, 1985. 
H.J. Laski, American Democracy: A Commentary and An Interpretation, London, 
Unwin,1948. 
C. Leys, Politics in Britain: An Introduction, London, Heinemann, 1983. 
R. Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents, New York, The Free 
Press, 1991. 
H. G. Nicolas, The Nature of American Politics, 2nd edn., Oxford, The Clarendon 
Press,1986. 
R. Rose, Politics in England: An Interpretation for the 1980s, Boston, Little Brown, 
1980. 
A. de Tocqueville (1886), Democracy in America, 2 Vols., Bombay, Popular, 1964. 
K. C. Wheare, Federal Government, 4th edn., Oxford and New York, Oxford 
University Press, 1963. 
J. Wilson, American Government, 4th edn., Boston Massachusetts, Houghton Miffin, 
1997. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



University of Pune 

S.Y.B.A Political Science 

Special Paper-I 
 

WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT 
 

 (80-20 Pattern to be implemented from 2014-2015) 
 
Course Objectives:  

This paper studies the classical tradition in political theory from Plato to Marx with 
the view to understand how the great Masters explained and analyzed political events and 
problems of their time and prescribed solutions. The texts are to be interpreted both in the 
historical and philosophical perspectives to understand the universality of the enterprise of 
political theorizing. The limitations of the classical tradition, namely its neglect of women’s 
concerns and issues and the non-European world are critically examined. The legacy of the 
thinkers is explained with the view to establish the continuity and change within the Western 
political tradition. 
 
 Term-I          Weight age 

   
Unit: 1 - Plato         12 

a) Ideal State & Philosopher King 
b) Views on Education 
c) Views on Justice & Communism 

Unit: 2 - Aristotle          12 
a) Views on State 
b) Views on Property, Views on Slavery  
c) Views on Revolution 

Unit: 3 - Machiavelli          12 
a) Views on Human Nature 
b) Views on Religion & Morality 
c) Theory of Statecraft  

Unit: 4 – J.S.Mil         12 
a)  Views on Utilitarianism 
b) Views on Liberty 
c) Views on Representative Government & State 

Term-II  
Unit: 5 – Karl Marx          12 

a) Historical Materialism 
b) Theory of Class & Struggle 
c) Theory of State & Revolution 

Unit: 6 - Hobbes         12 
a) State of Nature 
b) Views on Human Nature 
c) Theory of Social Contract 

  



Unit: 7 – John Locke         12 
a)  Theory of Social Contract 
b) Views on natural Rights 
c) Views on civil society & State 

Unit: 8 - Rousseau         12 
a) State of Nature & Views on Human Nature 
b) Theory of General Will 
c) Theory of Social Contract 
 

Readings: 
 
Shefali Jha, Western Political Thought from Plato to Marx, Pearson, 2012 
Biran R. N., Western Political Thought from Socrates to the Age of Ideology, Pearson 
2008. 
Garde D.K, 1977, Western Political Thought, Rane Pub.Pune (Marathi Book ).  
Sakalkar E. & Ashok Jain, 1990, Western Political Thought, Sheth Pub.Pune 
(Marathi Book ). 
 Deo Vijay, Sharad Gosavi & Sanjoyt Apte, 2012, Western Political Thought, 
Diamond Pub. Pune (Marathi Book)  
A. Ashcraft, Revolutionary Politics and Locke’s Two Treatises of Government, 
London, Allen and Unwin, 1986. 
A. Avineri, The Social and Political Thought of K. Marx, New Delhi, S. Chand and 
Co., 1979. 
, The Politics of Aristotle, translated with introduction, notes and appendix, Oxford, 
Oxford University Press, 1995. 
K. C. Brown (ed.), Hobbes’ Studies, Cambridge Massachusetts, Harvard University 
Press, 1965. 
F. Chabod, Machiavelli and the Renaissance, translated by D. Moore, New York, 
Harper and Row, 1958. 
A. Cobban, Rousseau and the Modern State, London, Unwin University Books, 1964. 
J. Coleman, A History of Political Thought: From Ancient Greece to Early 
Christianity,London, Blackwell, 2000. 
L. Colletti, From Rousseau to Lenin: Studies in Ideology and Society, translated by 
D. Germino, Modern Western Political Thought: Machiavelli to Marx, Chicago, 
University of Chicago Press, 1972. 
G. Klosko, The Development of Plato’s Thought, London, Methuen, 1986. 
H. J. Laski, Political Thought from Locke to Bentham, Oxford, Oxford University 
Press, 1920. 
P. Laslett, John Locke’s Two Treatises of Government, Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press, 1960. 
R. B. Levinson, In Defense of Plato, Cambridge Massachusetts, Harvard University 
Press, 1953. 
D. McLellan, Karl Marx: The First 100 Years, London, Fontana, 1983. 
K. R. Minogue, Hobbes’ Leviathan, New York, Everyman’s Library 1977. 
S. Mukherjee and S. Ramaswamy, A History of Political Thought: Plato to Marx, 
New Delhi, Prentice Hall, 1999. 
R. G. Mulgan, Aristotle’s Political Theory: An Introduction for Students of Political 
Theory, Oxford, The Clarendon Press, 1977. 
M. Oakeshott, Hobbes on Civil Association, Oxford, Basil Blackwell, 1975. 



J. Tully, A Discourse on Property: John Locke and his Adversaries, Cambridge, 
Cambridge University Press, 1980. 

N. Warburton, J. Pike and D. Matravers, Reading Political Philosophy: Machiavelli to Mill, 
London, Routledge in association with Open University, 2000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



University of Pune 

S.Y.B.A Political Science 

Special Paper-II 
 

          POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY 

(80-20 Pattern to be implemented from 2014-2015) 
 

Section I 

1. Definition, Nature and Scope of Political Sociology 

2. Intellectual Foundation of Political Sociology  

a) Marx b) Max Weber c) Behavioral Approach 

3. Political Culture. 

a) Meaning and Nature 
b) Types of Political Culture 

4. Political Socialization 

a) Process and Agencies of Socialization 

Section II  

5. Political Ideology 

a) Meaning and Nature 
6. Political Participation 

a) Meaning and Nature 
b) Levels of Participation 
c) Agencies of Recruitment 

7. Legitimacy and Influence 

a) Meaning and Nature 
b) Types 

8. Political Change, Political Development. 

a. Meaning and Nature 
b. Types of Political Change 
c) Concept of Political Development 

Readings 

1. Awari Vilas, Devare Suresh Adhunik Rajakiya Vishleshan, Dimond pune. 

2. Chavan Shankar Rajkiya Tatvapranali, Pratima Pub. Pune. 

3. Rush M. and P. Althof : An Introduction to Poitical Sociology, Flecher, 

      London. 

4. Varma S. P.: Modern Political Theory, Vikas Publication, New Delhi. 

5.  Bottomere T. B. : Political Sociology, B1 Publication, Bombay. 



6. Nash Kate : Contemporary Political Sociology, Blackwell Publishers, UK. 

7. Coser Lewis (ed.) Political Sociology, Selected Essays, Harper and Row, New  

   York, 1967. 

8. Wasburn P. C.: Politics and Society, Prentice Hall, 1982. 

9. Samir Das : Political Sociology, Pearson, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


