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Paper I 

Philosophical Reasoning 

 
1. Metaphilosophy and the Problem of Method  

(a) The Task of Philosophy (b) Nature of Philosophical Discourse (c) Hermeneutics and 
Philosophical Enterprise (d) Metaphors, Rhetoric and Rational Argumentation. 
 

2. Logic and Philosophical Reasoning  
(a) Infinite Regress and Two-Worlds Argument (b) Self – Refutation and Categories (c) 
Arguments of Meaninglessness and Paradigms  
(d) Verifiability Argument. 
 

3. Methods in Classical Indian Philosophy 
(a) Sixteen Pādārthas, Nāgārjuna’s criticism of Sixteen Pādārthas (b) Paradoxicality of 
Scepticism (c) Philosophy versus Soteriology and Negation versus Refutation. 
 

4. Philosophical Analysis 
(a) Substantive versus Methodological (b) Dominance of Ordinary Language Analysis (c) 
Beyond Analysis (Rorty). 
 

5. Phenomenological Method 
(a) Intentional Analysis (b) Phenomenological Description (c) Existence, Evidence and 
Truth. 

 

Books for Study 

1. Passmore, J, (1961) Philosophical Reasoning, N.Y. : Scribner. (Relevant Chapters) 
2. Rescher, Nicholas, (2001) Philosophical Reasoning – A Study in the Methodology of 

Philosophizing, Oxford, U.K. : Blackwell. (Relevant Chapters) 
3. Matilal, Bimal Krishna, (1986) Perception-An Essay on Classical Indian Theories of 

Knowledge, Oxford, U.K. Clarendon Press. (Relevant Chapters) 
4. Moran, Dermot and Mooney, Timothy, (eds.) (2002) The Phenomenology Reader, N.Y. : 

Routledge, Taylor and Francis. 
5. Ortony, Andrew, (1979) Metaphor and Thought, Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. (Relevant Chapters) 
6. Martinich, A. P. and Sosa, David, eds., A Companion to Analytic Philosophy. London: 

Blackwell Publishing, 2006. 
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7. William McNeill and Karen S. Feldman, Continental Philosophy: an anthology: Black 
well Publishers , 1998. 

8. Vātsyāyan: Gautammunipraṇit Nyāya Sutrāṇi, Vināyak Ganesh Apte, 1922. 
9. Nāgārjuna: Vigrahavyāvartani, K. P. Jayaswal and Rahul Sankrityāyan eds., Journal of 

Bihar and Orissa Research Study, Vol. XXIII, Part III, 1937. 
 

Books for Reference 
 

1. Black, Max, (1962) Models and Metaphors – Studies in Language and Philosophy, N.Y.: 
Cornell University Press.  

2. Collingwood, R.G., An Essay on Philosophical Method, Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1965. 

3. Sparkes, A. W., (1991), Talking Philosophy, N.Y.: Routledge. 
4. Bobik, Joseph, (1970), The Nature of Philosophical Inquiry, Notre Dame: University of 

Notre Dame Press. 
5. Weingartner, Paul, (2000), Basic Questions of Truth, Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic 

Publishers. 
6. Newell, R. S., (1967) The Concept of Philosophy, London: Methuen and Co. Ltd. 
7. Iseminger, Gary, (1984) Knowledge and Argument, Boston: University Press of America. 
8. Rescher, Nicholas, (1987) Forbidden Knowledge, Dordrecht: R. Reidel Publishing Co. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

Paper II 

Recent Philosophical Trends 

 

Applied Ethics 
1. To Save or Let Die: The Dilemma of Modern Medicine by Richard A. McCormick. 
2. Feeding People versus Saving Nature: Holmes Rolston III. 

 
Feminism 

1. Introduction: When Feminisms Intersect Epistemology – Linda Alcoff and Elizabeth 
Potter. 

2. Whatever Happened to the Vedic Dasi? Orientalism, Nationalism and a Script for 
the Past – Uma Chakravarti. 

Continental Philosophy 
1. Roland Barthes – The Structuralist Activity. 
2. Jacques Derrida – Structure, Sign and Play in the discourse of Human Sciences.  

 
Indian Philosophers 

1. Gita an Exemplification of Hermeneutics – V. Mukundan. 
2. Philosophy of Innovation– R. Sundara Rajan (First Chapter). 

 
Books for Study 

1. David Schmidtz, Elizabeth Willott, Environmental Ethics: What Really Matters What 
Really Works, New York: Oxford University Press, 2002. 

2. Richard A. McCormick, Nancy S. Jecker, Albert R. Jonsen, Robert A Pearlman, 
Bioethics: An Introduction to the History, Methods, and Practice. Bostan: Jones and 
Bartlett Publishers, 2002. 

3. Linda Alcoff and Elizabeth Potter Ed., Feminist Epistemologies: Routledge, New 
York, 1993. 

4. Raka ed., Handbook of Gender, Oxford University, 2012. 
5. P.C. Muraleemadhavan ed., Indian Theories of Hermeneutics, 2002.  
6. R. Sundara Rajan, Innovative Competence and Social Change, Indian Philosophical 

Quarterly Publications, University of Pune, No. 10, Jan 1986. 
7. Derrida Jacques, Writing and Difference, University of Chicago Press, 1978. 
8. Hazard Adam ed., Structuralist Activity: Critical Theory since Plato, Cengage 

Learning India Pvt. Ltd., 2009. 
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